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July 1: Take a Moment to Remember 


Sunday, July 01, 2012 


Surely you didn't, but just in case you 
forgot: 


Faculty, staff and UC will contribute more 
to the UC Retirement Plan (UCRP) 
beginning July 1, 2012. 

Rates for faculty and staff will rise to 5 
percent of pay, up from roughly 3.5 percent. 

The university will pay 10 percent of pay, 

up from 7 percent... 
S O u r C e : 
http://ucrpfuture.universityofcalifornia.edu/n 
ews-updates/uc-retirement-plan- 
contributions-increasing-july-1-2/. 

Just one of many things to remember: 








U-VA seems to be in repeat mode 
Monday, July 02, 2012 


The University of Virginia seems to be in 
something of a repeat mode, according to 
Inside Higher Ed. If you have been 
following our posts on this drama, the head 
of the university's Board of Visitors fired the 
U-VA president and then unfired her when 
protests erupted. At a critical point, the 
state governor became involved with a 
seeming threat to fire the whole board, 
including the head, if the issue was not 
resolved. 


REPEAT 





Now that the president has not been fired, 
neither has the head of the Board who the 
governor has now reappointed. /nside Higher Ed has a related story suggesting that 
university boards - under pressure from budgets and such - are more likely than in the 
past to engage in U-VA type interventions. Our Regents? 


The two stories are at: 
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/07/02/virginia-governor-reappoints- 
controversial-uva-board-member 


and 
http://www. insidehighered.com/news/2012/07/02/trustees-are-different-they-used-be-and- 
uva-clashes-will-be-more-common 
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UC Again in Danger of Being Swept into 
Statewide Pension Changes 


Monday, July 02, 2012 


There are various indications that now that 


NOBO DYS BAYING dibs dada tar est heathens cone 
ATTENTION ~ 


toward public pensions. 


Under the governor's plan, UC would be 
swept into a statewide program that would 
override the changes adopted by the 
Regents in December 2010. Among the 
changes in the governor's plan would be 
that the new lower tier would not be 
exclusively defined benefit but would have 
to be a hybrid mix of defined benefit and 
defined contribution. There would also be a 
cap of some type on total benefits. (Unclear 





exactly how it would work.) 


UC administrators testified against being swept in as an earlier post on this blog noted. 
But it's not clear that such protestations have had any effect on Sacramento. CUCFA 
passed along one indication that this issue is moving along in the legislature: 
http://www.pars.org/2012/06/legislative-alert-june-2012/ 


There have also been statements by legislative leaders to that effect. 


UPDATE: The LA Times today carries a story in which legislators say they aren't sure 
when they will finish with pensions this month. But they seem fixed on wanting a cap: 
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/california-politics/2012/07/pension-reform-deal-elusive- 
as-lawmakers-near-recess.html 


UPDATE: There is now news report that talks between the legislative Dems and the 
governor on pensions have broken down and little is expected to happen on pensions 
this summer. 

See http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/07/pension-talks-between-jerry- 
brown-california-legislature-fall-apart.html 


UPDATE: Finger pointing as to who is to blame for the break down in talks on pensions 
but Dems indicate that their version of the plan has a $110,000 cap: 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/07/darrell-steinberg-jerry-brown-has- 
california-pension-concept-but-no-proposal.html 
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A Happy Fella 
Tuesday, July 03, 2012 


In a June 29 report to the Regents, President Yudof recounts the impact of the new state 
budget on UC and notes other issues still pending at the legislature. Presumably, all of 
these developments will be reviewed at the upcoming Regents meeting later this month. 
[Thanks to David Lopez for passing it along.] 


The Yudof report praises our friend in Sacramento (governor+tlegislator) for fiscal 
beneficence. When you consider that we froze (or the Regents are about to freeze) 
tuition today for a promise of $125 million in next year’s budget, you might think the 
praise is a bit effusive. You might particularly have that feeling when you consider that 
UC is set up to lose $250 million this year if voters don’t approve the November tax 
initiative and the trigger is fired. 
The report can be read at: 

Open publication - Free publishing - More california 

Perhaps all the praise for Sacramento is on the theory that flattery will get us 
somewhere. So let's hear it! 


Camera Shy But Responsible and Effective 


Tuesday, July 03, 2012 


The University of California has settled a lawsuit 
filed by a photojournalist who was arrested as he 
covered a 2009 UC Berkeley protest. UC paid 
independent journalist David Morse and his 
attorneys $162,500 last week, Morse's lawyers said 
Monday, and agreed to train police its officers better 
on how to deal with journalists. 

Morse was arrested and his camera was confiscated 
as he covered a Dec. 11, 2009, march to the campus 
home of UC Berkeley Chancellor Robert Birgeneau. 
Police detained Morse after some demonstrators 
vandalized the house... Although UC agreed to train 
its officers, the university admitted no wrongdoing, 
UC Berkeley spokeswoman Janet Gilmore said 
Monday. Police acted "responsibly and effectively" 
during the 2009 protest, she said. Full story at: 
http://www.mercurynews.com/education/ci_20993145/uc-settles-suit-by-arrested- 
photographer 





UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 


Prop 13 Challenge by Former Chancellor UCLA 
Charles Young 


Wednesday, July 04, 2012 


Most readers of this blog will know that Proposition 
13, an initiative sponsored by Howard Jarvis (shown 
in the picture on the cover of Time ) and Paul Gann, 
drastically cut local property taxes in 1978. 
However, another feature of Prop 13 was adding a 
requirement that taxes could not be raised without a 
2/3 vote of the legislature. The 2/3 tax provision of 
Prop 13 was added to the Depression-era 
requirement for a 2/3 vote for the budget itself. 





Voters in 2010 removed the 2/3 for budgets but not 
the 2/3 for taxes. Indeed, they strengthened the 2/3 
for taxes by making it more difficult to raise 
revenues by “fees.” As a result of the voter action, 
for the past two years the state has had a budget in 
place on July 1 when the fiscal year commences. 
However, the forecasts of revenue that underlie the budget do not have to be accurate or 
realistic. There is a temptation to do what occurred last year and just assume revenue 
that seems unlikely to flow or that is uncertain at best. 

The 2/3 requirement for taxes has been questioned in a lawsuit by former UCLA 
Chancellor Charles Young that is currently wending its way through the judicial process. 
News accounts regarding this lawsuit have been sparse. It is based on the distinction 
between revising the state constitution — which can’t be done by initiatives such as Prop 
13 — or amending it (which can). Were the Young lawsuit to succeed, it would drastically 
change the fiscal landscape in California. At present, with a Democratic majority but not a 
2/3 majority in the legislature, state taxes cannot be raised without some GOP support. 
The last time that happened was in 2009 — and the renegade Republicans who went 
along with the tax increase were punished in various ways by their fellow party members 
making future renegade behavior unlikely. The only way around the 2/3-for-taxes barrier 
is through ballot propositions which can be passed by voters by a simple majority and put 
on the ballot by voter petition. That is why the governor's tax plan is on the ballot in 
November rather than before the legislature. 

The only recent news report on the Young lawsuit that yours truly has seen appeared on 





a conservative website by a representative of the conservative Pacific Legal Foundation. 
As you might expect, he takes a dim view of the lawsuit. You can find the report at: 


http://www.foxandhoundsdaily.com/2012/07/another-legal-misfire-against-prop-13/ 


A bit of history: 
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Please Stand By - If You Are Looking for the 
UCLA Faculty Associati... 


Wednesday, July 04, 2012 


If you have tried recently to get on to the 
website maintained by the Faculty 
Association at UCLA - www.uclafaculty.org, 
you will have gotten some kind of error 
message. The problem will be corrected but 
it may take a few days. The prior hosting 
entity of the website is now defunct and a 
new one will be found. 


In the meantime: 





UCLA History: College for a Day 
Thursday, July 05, 2012 


A "college-student-for-a-day" event at 
UCLA in 1964. High schoolers visited the 
Campus to see what it was like to be a 
college student. 





UCLA Drops Opposition to Athletes’ Bill of Rights 
After Amendments 


Thursday, July 05, 2012 


After amendment, UCLA has dropped its opposition to a bill pending in the legislature 
containing a "bill of rights" for student athletes. UC-Berkeley and USC have also dropped 
opposition. Stanford is still opposed. 


... Sen. Alex Padilla, of Los Angeles, agreed to amend Senate Bill 1525 amid opposition 
from Stanford, UC-Berkeley, UCLA and the University of Southern California. This bill 
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now requires the four schools to continue scholarships for 
injured athletes and athletes who have exhausted their 
athletic eligibility, but have not finished their degree. The 
schools would also have to pay for health insurance for low- 
income individuals and tell a student athlete within seven 
days whether it will grant the athlete's request to speak to 
another school about transferring. 


Previous versions of the measure required the four schools to 
give equivalent scholarships to all athletes whose 
scholarships weren't renewed for non-disciplinary reasons, 
including those dropped for athletic performance reasons. 
The earlier version of Padilla's bill also required the schools to 
allow athletes to transfer to other schools without restrictions, 
including the rule that they sit out a year before competing... 

F u I | article a t 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/07/lawmaker-agrees-to-narrower-bill-on- 
student-athlete-scholarships.html 

The photo shows UCLA basketball star Kareem Abdul-Jabbar with Ralph Bunche 
dedicating Bunche Hall in 1969. 





Poll Shows Narrow (Maybe Too Narrow) Support 
for Governor's Tax Ini... 


Thursday, July 05, 2012 


meee Above is an excerpt from a Field Poll 
rend of voter pre erences owar ree tax increase initiatives P . 
i AA aa released today that indicates 54% support 


Will 


aapi iea D for the governor's tax initiative. The Munger 
Brown tax initiative bo eg . . . 
Late Junfeariy July 2012 s% initiative (a different tax increase for 


May 2012 52% 


nies tax initiative schools) and the Steyer tax initiative (close 
Late June/early July 2012 46% 


May 2012 42% corporate loophole) are losing. Although 


February 2012 


Senton as 54% is sufficient to pass an initiative, the 
————— OOOO Campaign pro and con has yet to begin. 
Folk wisdom is that a controversial initiative 

should start with at least 60% support since some support will erode as the anti-initiative 
campaign develops. So 54% at this time may not be enough in November. If the initiative 


doesn't pass, there will be trigger cuts including a cut of $250 million for UC. 





The Field Poll is at: 


http://media.sacbee.com/ smedia/2012/07/03/16/08/ELVFq. So.4.pdf and 
http://media.sacbee.com/ smedia/2012/07/03/16/06/j3INv. So.4.pdf 
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Sacramento Pension Politics Could Open Door to 
UC Exemption 


Friday, July 06, 2012 


Governor Brown has a 12-point pension plan for all 
public pensions in California that would override UC's 
own pension solution. The legislative leaders have a 
different view on pensions than the governor but they 
also have shown no sign of being willing to exempt 
UC so far. 


However, while the governor and the legislature tussle 
over the pension issue, voters have imposed pension 
changes in local elections, notably in San Diego and 
San Jose. The governor has indicated that public 
sector unions should agree to his plan or they will get 
worse from local voters. It appears that Senate leader 
Darrell Steinberg has the same view, although he 
doesn't want the governor's plan and wants to use the 
local issue to get support for his version. 
The key point is that both the governor and 
Steinberg have now declared opposition to 
attempts in the legislature to override local 
solutions. 





That stance could open the door to a UC 
exemption - since what the Regents did to 
modify UCRP in December 2010 was 
another version of a local solution. Let's 
hope UCOP now picks up the don't- 
override-local-solutions argument. 





On recent developments concern this 
matter: 


Gov. Jerry Brown and the leader of the state Senate on Thursday said they will resist any 
legislative maneuvering to override voter-approved pension reforms in San Diego and 
San Jose. “It’s not part of my pension plan and I strongly oppose it,” Brown said in a 
statement. In an interview, Senate President Pro Tempore Darrell Steinberg, D- 
Sacramento, said: “I would not favor doing anything that would affect the voter-approved 
initiatives in San Diego or San Jose.” ... 

Full article at http://www.utsandiego.com/news/2012/jul/05/brown-senate-leader-wont- 
undo-san-diego-pension/ So here's our argument: Local First! 
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Steve Poizner and UCLA Extension in Joint 
Online Venture 


Friday, July 06, 2012 


Many blog readers will remember Steve 
Poizner, the former California insurance 
commissioner who ran for the Republican 
nomination for governor unsuccessfully in 
2010. 


The Wall St. Journal reports that he has a 
joint venture now with UCLA Extension to 
provide online education: A Silicon Valley 
entrepreneur and the University of 
California are combining ready-made 
software, rented Web services and Apple Inc.'s iPad tablet computer in a high-tech effort 
to bring career training to baby boomers looking to upgrade their skills. Empowered 
Careers last week began enrolling students in 10 certificate programs to be taught by 
instructors at the UCLA Extension, the continuing-education arm of the University of 
California, Los Angeles. The programs target areas—such as patient advocacy, health- 
care management and new media marketing—that are expected to generate job 
growth... 





F u | | S t O r y a t 
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424052702304708604577505222718048642.html 
Poizner had an earlier educational venture that had mixed results: 


Judge Calls Regents "Duplicitous" in Hannah 
Carter Japanese Garden ... 


Friday, July 06, 2012 


The Beverly Hills Courier is carrying an 
online story about a court proceeding 
related to the proposed sale by UCLA of 
the Hannah Carter Japanese Garden: 
(excerpt) 


Los Angeles Superior Court Judge Lisa 
Hart Cole today postponed judgment on the 
fate of the Hannah Carter Japanese 
Garden until July 27. Cole directed 
attorneys for the heirs of Hannah Carter, 
who filed a preliminary injunction opposing 
the sale of the Kyoto-style Garden on June 13, to prepare a supplemental five-page brief 
on whether the UC Regents are a government entity or a charitable trust. 





Cole said determining whether the University is a charitable trust or a public entity is 
foundational for deciding whether the University breached its contract to maintain the 
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Garden in perpetuity by successfully petitioning a judge in Alameda Superior Court to sell 
the property without noticing the heirs of Hannah Carter. 

“This is really a very interesting case,” Cole said. “The Regents were duplicitous.” ... 

Full item at http://ohcourier.com/santa-monica-judges-delays-ruling-fate-hannah-carter- 
japanese-garden/2012/07/06 

Note: The item promises a more complete story next week in the July 13th edition. In the 
meantime, we'll nose around for more info: 


A Guide for the Perplexed Voter 
saturday, July 07, 2012 


If you are wondering what statewide ballot 
propositions will be on the ballot in November, here 
is the complete list (below). The numbering and 
ordering of the propositions has yet to occur. The 
legislature passed a bill that would put the 
governors tax initiative as the first one. That action 
is currently being litigated by Molly Munger, wealthy 
sponsor of a rival tax initiative. The legislature 
removed a water bond from the November ballot 
that would otherwise have appeared. In some 
cases below, yours truly has added some editorial 
comments in italics . Text below is from the 
California Secretary of State’s website. A link to the 
website can be found by scrolling to the end of the 
listing. 

“Paycheck Protection” — Viewed as anti-union 
despite language about corporations and thus defunding Democrats. Will therefore attract 
substantial union funding to the opposition campaign, thus diverting potential funding 
from governor's tax initiative. Prohibits Political Contributions by Payroll Deduction. 
Prohibitions on Contributions to Candidates. Initiative Statute. Summary Date: 05/25/11 | 
Qualified: 12/06/11 | Signatures Required: 504,760 Proponent: Ashlee N. Titus c/o 
Thomas W. Hiltachk (916) 442-7757 Restricts union political fundraising by prohibiting 
use of payroll-deducted funds for political purposes. Same use restriction would apply to 
payroll deductions, if any, by corporations or government contractors. Permits voluntary 
employee contributions to employer or union committees if authorized yearly, in writing. 
Prohibits unions and corporations from contributing directly or indirectly to candidates and 
candidate-controlled committees. Other political expenditures remain unrestricted, 
including corporate expenditures from available resources not limited by payroll 
deduction prohibition. Limits government contractor contributions to elected officers or 
officer-controlled committees. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of 
Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Increased state implementation 
and enforcement costs of up to hundreds of thousands of dollars annually, potentially 
offset in part by revenues from fines. (11-0010.) 

Sponsored by an insurance company: 

Changes Law to Allow Auto Insurance Companies to Set Prices Based on a Driver's 
History of Insurance Coverage. Initiative Statute. Summary Date: 08/11/11 | Qualified: 
01/18/12 | Signatures Required: 504,760 Proponent: Mike D'Arelli (916) 283-9473 
Changes current law to permit insurance companies to set prices based on whether the 
driver previously carried auto insurance with any insurance company. Allows insurance 
companies to give proportional discounts to drivers with some prior insurance coverage. 
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Will allow insurance companies to increase cost of insurance to drivers who have not 
maintained continuous coverage. Treats drivers with lapse as continuously covered if 
lapse is due to military service or loss of employment, or if lapse is less than 90 days. 
Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on 
state and local government: Probably no significant fiscal effect on state insurance 
premium tax revenues. (11-0013.) 

Death Penalty Repeal. Initiative Statute. Summary Date: 10/20/11 | Qualified: 04/23/12 | 
Signatures Required: 504,760 Proponent: Jeanne Woodford c/o James C. Harrison 
(510) 346-6200 Repeals death penalty as maximum punishment for persons found guilty 
of murder and replaces it with life imprisonment without possibility of parole. Applies 
retroactively to persons already sentenced to death. Requires persons found guilty of 
murder to work while in prison, with their wages to be applied to any victim restitution 
fines or orders against them. Creates $100 million fund to be distributed to law 
enforcement agencies to help solve more homicide and rape cases. Summary of 
estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local 
government: Net savings to the state and counties that could amount to the high tens of 
millions of dollars annually on a statewide basis due to the elimination of the death 
penalty. One-time state costs totaling $100 million from 2012-13 through 2015-16 to 
provide funding to local law enforcement agencies. (11-0035) 

Human Trafficking. Penalties. Sex Offender Registration. Initiative Statute. Summary 
Date: 12/23/11 | Qualified: 05/10/12 | Signatures Required: 504,760 Proponent: Daphne 
Phung c/o James C. Harrison and Kari Krogseng. (510) 346-6200 Increases criminal 
penalties for human trafficking, including prison sentences up to 15-years-to-life and fines 
up to $1,500,000. Fines collected to be used for victim services and law enforcement. 
Requires person convicted of trafficking to register as sex offender. Requires sex 
offenders to provide information regarding Internet access and identities they use in 
online activities. Prohibits evidence that victim engaged in sexual conduct from being 
used against victim in court proceedings. Requires human trafficking training for police 
officers. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal 
impact on state and local government: Potential one-time local government costs of up to 
a few million dollars on a statewide basis, and lesser additional costs incurred each year, 
due to the new mandatory training requirements for certain law enforcement officers. 
Minor increase to state and local governments on the costs of incarcerating and 
supervising human trafficking offenders. Unknown amount of additional revenue from 
new criminal fees, likely not to exceed the low millions of dollars annually, which would 
fund services for human trafficking victims. (11-0059) 

Three Strikes Law. Sentencing for Repeat Felony Offenders. Initiative Statute. Summary 
Date: 12/15/11 | Qualified: 06/11/12 | Signatures Required: 504,760 Proponent: David 
Mills c/o Dan Newman (415) 981-9940 Revises three strikes law to impose life sentence 
only when new felony conviction is serious or violent. Authorizes re-sentencing for 
offenders currently serving life sentences if third strike conviction was not serious or 
violent and judge determines sentence does not pose unreasonable risk to public safety. 
Continues to impose life sentence penalty if third strike conviction was for certain non- 
serious, non-violent sex or drug offenses or involved firearm possession. Maintains life 
sentence penalty for felons with non-serious, non-violent third strike if prior convictions 
were for rape, murder, or child molestation. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst 
and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: State savings 
related to prison and parole operations that potentially range in the high tens of millions of 
dollars annually in the short run, possibly exceeding $100 million annually in the long run. 
Increased state and county costs in the millions to low tens of millions of dollars annually 
in the first few years, likely declining substantially in future years, for state court activities 
and county jail, community supervision, and court-related activities. (11-0057) 
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Genetically Engineered Foods. Mandatory Labeling. Initiative Statute. 

Summary Date: 02/14/12 | Qualified: 06/11/12 | Signatures Required: 504,760 
Proponent: James Wheaton (510) 444-4710 x309 Requires labeling on raw or processed 
food offered for sale to consumers if made from plants or animals with genetic material 
changed in specified ways. Prohibits labeling or advertising such food as “natural.” 
Exempts foods that are: certified organic; unintentionally produced with genetically 
engineered material; made from animals fed or injected with genetically engineered 
material but not genetically engineered themselves; processed with or containing only 
small amounts of genetically engineered ingredients; administered for treatment of 
medical conditions; sold for immediate consumption such as in a restaurant; or alcoholic 
beverages. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal 
impact on state and local government: Potential increase in state administrative costs of 
up to one million dollars annually to monitor compliance with the disclosure requirements 
specified in the measure. Unknown, but potentially significant, costs for the courts, the 
Attorney General, and district attorneys due to litigation resulting from possible violations 
to the provisions of this measure. (11-0099) 

Governor's tax initiative Temporary Taxes to Fund Education. Guaranteed Local Public 
Safety Funding. Initiative Constitutional Amendment. Summary Date: 03/16/12 | 
Qualified: 06/20/12 | Signatures Required: 807,615 Proponent: Thomas A. Willis c/o 
Karen Getman (510) 346-6200 Increases personal income tax on annual earnings over 
$250,000 for seven years. Increases sales and use tax by % cent for four years. 
Allocates temporary tax revenues 89 percent to K-12 schools and 11 percent to 
community colleges. Bars use of funds for administrative costs, but provides local school 
governing boards discretion to decide, in open meetings and subject to annual audit, how 
funds are to be spent. Guarantees funding for public safety services realigned from state 
to local governments. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of 
Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Increased state revenues over 
the next seven fiscal years. Estimates of the revenue increases vary—from $6.8 billion to 
$9 billion for 2012-13 and from $5.4 billion to $7.6 billion, on average, in the following five 
fiscal years, with lesser amounts in 2018-19. These revenues would be available to (1) 
pay for the state's school and community college funding requirements, as increased by 
this measure, and (2) address the state's budgetary problem by paying for other spending 
commitments. Limitation on the state's ability to make changes to the programs and 
revenues shifted to local governments in 2011, resulting in a more stable fiscal situation 
for local governments. (12-0009) 

“Munger” school tax initiative. Direct rival to governor's tax initiative. Tax for Education 
and Early Childhood Programs. Initiative Statute. Summary Date: 02/17/12 | Qualified: 
06/20/12 | Signatures Required: 504,760 Proponents: Molly Munger, Roberta B. 
Johansen, James C. Harrison c/o Remcho, Johansen & Purcell, LLP (510) 346-6200 
Increases personal income tax rates for annual earnings over $7,316 using sliding scale 
from .4% for lowest individual earners to 2.2% for individuals earning over $2.5 million, 
ending after twelve years. During first four years, 60% of revenues go to K-12 schools, 
30% to repaying state debt, and 10% to early childhood programs. Thereafter, allocates 
85% of revenues to K-12 schools, 15% to early childhood programs. Provides K-12 funds 
on school specific, per-pupil basis, subject to local control, audits, and public input. 
Prohibits state from directing or using new funds. Summary of estimate by Legislative 
Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Increased 
state personal income tax revenues beginning in 2013 and ending in 2024. Estimates of 
the revenue increases vary from $10 billion to $11 billion per fiscal year beginning in 
2013-14, tending to increase over time. The 2012-13 revenue increase would be about 
half this amount. Until the end of 2016-17, 60 percent of revenues would be dedicated to 
K-12 education and 10 percent would be provided to early care and education programs. 
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These allocations would supplement existing funding for these programs. In 2017-18 and 
subsequent years, 85 percent would be provided to K-12 education and 15 percent to 
early care and education. General Fund savings on debt-service costs of about $1.5 
billion in 2012-13 and $3 billion in 2013-14, with savings tending to grow thereafter until 
the end of 2016-17. In 2015-16 and subsequent years with stronger growth in state 
personal income tax revenues, some of the revenues raised by this measure—several 
hundred million dollars per year— would be used for debt-service costs, resulting in state 
savings. (11-0100) 

Generally described as closing a corporate tax loophole. Not a direct rival to governor’s 
fax initiative but some pundits believe having three tax initiatives on the ballot is 
confusing and might cause voters to reject all of them. Tax Treatment for Multistate 
Businesses. Clean Energy and Energy Efficiency Funding. Initiative Statute. Summary 
Date: 01/12/12 | Qualified: 06/20/12 | Signatures Required: 504,760 Proponent: Joseph 
Caves Requires multistate businesses to calculate their California income tax liability 
based on the percentage of their sales in California. Repeals existing law giving 
multistate businesses an option to choose a tax liability formula that provides favorable 
tax treatment for businesses with property and payroll outside California. Dedicates $550 
million annually for five years from anticipated increase in revenue for the purpose of 
funding projects that create energy efficiency and clean energy jobs in California. 
Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of Finance of fiscal impact on 
state and local government: Approximately $500 million in additional state General Fund 
revenues in 2012-13 and $1 billion each year thereafter from requiring a single sales 
factor formula for corporate taxes, with about half of the additional annual revenues from 
2013-14 through 2017-18 supporting energy efficiency and alternative energy projects. 
Increased Proposition 98 minimum funding guarantee for K-14 schools of roughly $225 
million annually from 2012-13 through 2017-18 and by roughly $500 million each year 
thereafter, as a result of additional state General Fund revenues. (11-0080) 

Pushed by a “good government” group. Be skeptical. Wait for the pro and con debate to 
unfold. State Budget. State and Local Government. Initiative Constitutional Amendment 


and Statute. Summary Date: 12/29/11 | Qualified: 06/26/12 | Signatures Required: 


807,615 Proponent: Sunne Wright McPeak c/o Robin B. Johansen and James C. 
Harrison (510) 346-6200 Establishes two-year state budget cycle. Prohibits Legislature 
from creating expenditures of more than $25 million unless offsetting revenues or 
spending cuts are identified. Permits Governor to cut budget unilaterally during declared 
fiscal emergencies if Legislature fails to act. Requires performance reviews of all state 
programs. Requires performance goals in state and local budgets. Requires publication 
of all bills at least three days prior to legislative vote. Gives counties power to alter state 
statutes or regulations related to spending unless Legislature or state agency vetoes 
changes within 60 days. Summary of estimate by Legislative Analyst and Director of 
Finance of fiscal impact on state and local government: Decreased state revenues and 
commensurate increased local revenues, probably in the range of about $200 million 
annually, beginning in 2013-14. Potential decreased state program costs or increased 
state revenues resulting from changes in the fiscal authority of the Legislature and 
Governor. Increased state and local costs of tens of millions of dollars annually to 
implement new budgeting practices. Over time, these costs would moderate and 
potentially be offset by savings from improved program efficiencies. (11-0068) 

Republicans pushed for years to take redistricting out of the hands of the legislature. 
When it finally happened, they didn’t like the results but only filed this anti-redistricting 
initiative to undo new districts for the state senate (leaving out assembly and 
congressional new districts). Redistricting. State Senate Districts. Referendum. 
Summary Date: 08/26/11 | Qualified: 02/24/12 | Signatures Required: 504,760 
Proponent: Julie Vandermost c/o Charles H. Bell, Jr. (916) 442-7757 State Senate 
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districts are revised every ten years following the federal census. This year, the voter- 
approved California Citizens Redistricting Commission revised the boundaries of the 40 
Senate districts. This referendum petition, if signed by the required number of registered 
voters and filed with the Secretary of State, will: (1) Place the revised State Senate 
boundaries on the ballot and prevent them from taking effect unless approved by the 
voters at the next statewide election; and (2) Require court-appointed officials to set 
interim boundaries for use in the next statewide election. (11-0028) The full listing with 
links to the actual initiative language is at http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/ballot- 
measures/qualified-ballot-measures.htm Or maybe you have an information overload 
already: 


Planning to Travel on Sunset Boulevard at Night 
Next Week? Think A... 


saturday, July 07, 2012 


The notice below was sent to some departments at UCLA by Facilities 
Management. It provides a link to what would seem to be the source, but | 
found no such information there. So | am assuming that the info below is 
correct: 


Closure of Sunset Boulevard between Veteran Avenue and Barrington 
Avenue and closure of Church Lane between Sepulveda Boulevard and 
Kiel Street. Closure of all |-405 on and off-ramps at Sunset Boulevard 
except for the southbound off-ramp, which will remain open with access to 
Sepulveda Boulevard only. 

Where: Sunset Boulevard at Church Lane/I-405 
When: Monday, July 9th through Monday, July 16th. Closures of Sunset 
and Church will be in place from 10pm until 6am each night. Ramp 
closures will be in place from 8pm until 6am each night. 

Impacts and Mitigation: Local access will be maintained on Sunset and 
Church. Eastbound Sunset traffic will be detoured to SB Barrington to EB 
Wilshire to NB Veteran to EB Sunset. Westbound Sunset traffic will be detoured to SB 
Veteran to WB Wilshire to NB Barrington to WB Sunset. Northbound Church traffic will be 
detoured to EB Montana to NB Sepulveda to Church. Southbound Church traffic will be 
detoured to SB Sepulveda to WB Montana back to Church. 

Please visit http://www.metro.net/projects/ I-405/ for additional information. 

At least at night, getting home could be a problem: 





They're back! The Return of the Banned Berkeley 
Farmers 


Sunday, July 08, 2012 


Remember the unwanted "farmers" who took over an agricultural research tract owned 
by UC-Berkeley - and were eventually evicted? 


You might have thought they issue was - well - dead, but they're back. From the Daily 
Cal: 
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Members of Occupy the Farm broke into UC-owned 
research land in Albany Saturday morning in order to 
weed and harvest crops they planted during their three- 
week occupation of the land that ended in May. The 
approximately 50 activists on hand at the land known as 
the Gill Tract were spurred to action by a scheduled 
harvest by the city of Albany to which attendance was 
limited. Although the city’s event was cancelled, 
activists nevertheless convened at the Gill Tract 
Saturday in order to weed and harvest, according to 
Occupy the Farm spokesperson Anya Kamenskaya. At 
i. SN 9:40 a.m., the lock to the Tract's west gate was cut, and 
64k eee) ihe activists immediately went into the field near the 
ENS WORSE quan corner of San Pablo Avenue and Marin Way and began 
aa tending the crops... Full story at 
http://www.dailycal.org/2012/07/07/occupy-the-farm- 
suporters-re-enter-gil-tract-to-harvest-crops/ They just keep coming back! 


= 
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The 250-Room Whatchamacallit is Back on the 
Regents Agenda 


Sunday, July 08, 2012 


The Regents’ agenda for the July 17-19 
meeting is now posted. The UCLA 
hotel/conference center is back on the 
agenda as item GB2. It is now called a 
“conference and guest center.” 


UCLA still is in denial that a 250-room 
establishment is a hotel. Perhaps it should 
be called a No-Tel in view of the denial. 
The material the Regents will consider is 
not attached to the agenda in keeping with 
no tell; at least it is not attached as of 9:30 
A M today but t he lion k is: 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/jul12/gb.pdf 

Other items of interest: As expected, the proposal for tuition is for no increase as a result 
of certain elements that were part of the state budget adopted last month. See earlier 
posts on this blog and: http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/jul1 2/fin. pdf 
The full agenda is at: http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/july12.html 
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Second Quarter of Blog Available in Alternate 
Form 


Sunday, July 08, 2012 


As we do each quarter, the blogs from the second 
quarter is now available as an online "book." In that 
format, you can flip through the pages. However, video 
and audio links are not available and do not appear. 


UCLA Faculty Association April-June 
2012 


The link to the alternative is at: 


Open publication - Free publishing - More ucla 


Will the UCLA Hotel Pass the Sniff Test in 
November? 


Monday, July 09, 2012 


We noted in a blog posting yesterday that 
the UCLA proposal for a 250-room 
hotel/conference center is back on the 
Regents’ July agenda. Also on the agenda 
is discussion of the recently-enacted state 
budget and the governor's November tax 
initiative. The Regents are likely to endorse 
the ballot initiative which, as prior posts 
have noted, is not polling as well as it 
should at this stage. 





So an interesting question for the Regents is whether the hotel passes the sniff test for 
wise spending of UC (and UCLA) resources. Given all the fiscal difficulties UC has faced 
in recent years, is a 250-room hotel a top priority? There have already been two public 
business plans for the hotel so far and maybe a third will soon be posted. But although 
nice Excel sheets can be produced with assumptions that the rooms will be filled (without 
taking commercial business), the reality is that it is difficult to keep a hotel filled, even 
apart from the non-commercial requirement. And if the rooms aren't filled, contrary to the 
nice Excel sheets, the campus one way or another will have to make up the deficiency. 


The anti-initiative campaign will be looking for examples of resource allocation at UC that 
don't pass the sniff test. They won't have to fish far to find the hotel. 
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Note: The Regents’ agenda item on the state budget and the tax initiative is at: 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/jul1 2/fin. pdf. 


Questions Raised About Parking Reimbursement 
for Proposed UCLA Hote... 


Monday, July 09, 2012 


The proposed UCLA hotel/conference 
center would involve demolition and 
removal of the parking spaces of parking 
structure #6 (shown at left). UCLA policy is 
to reimburse the parking service for such 
demolitions. In the UCLA case, however, 
the planned reimbursement seems over 
$10 million less than policy would require. 
Parking expert Prof. Donald Shoup - author 
of the acclaimed book "The High Cost of 
Free Parking" - examined the planned 
reimbursement and has questioned the proposed reimbursement on behalf of the UCLA 
Faculty Welfare Committee, a committee of the campus Academic Senate. 
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The Faculty Welfare Committee's minutes for the June 12th meeting have now been 
made public. You can find a link below to the basic minutes and to an attached list of 
questions raised by Prof. Shoup. It should be noted that the position of the Academic 
Senate is that while Planning and Budget ok'd the (revised) hotel business plan 
conditionally, issues remained about parking that needed resolution. That resolution has 
yet to occur. Hence, it cannot be said - although some may claim it - that the Senate has 
endorsed the project. In fact, the issue remains open and unlikely to be resolved by the 
July Regents meeting. 


You can read the minutes of the Faculty Welfare Committee and the Shoup questions at 
the link below: 


Open publication - Free publishing - More parking 
There are so many questions: 


The Hotel: It's Twins! 


Tuesday, July 10, 2012 


UCLA's Plan C for the hotel/conference center and the July Regents meetings has now 
been released. It's basically Plan B - the version prepared for the March Regents meeting 
- with different text. Here's the thing: As long as it's a 250-room hotel (or whatever 
euphemism is used to avoid the word hotel), it has the same flaw. How are you going to 
fill up all those rooms without taking commercial business? And if you start taking 
questionable business, the local commercial hotel owners have every incentive to call the 
IRS. Of course, any occupancy rate can be assumed for spreadsheet purposes. But 
when deficits appear, campus resources will be used to fill the gap. The blending with 
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They look 
the same! 








other facilities such as Lake Arrowhead is 
still in the new plan but toned down. 
However, ultimately everything is blended 
with everything with regard to campus 
resources, whether stated overtly or not. 


When deficits occur, just saying it won't be 
state money that will be the backup is not 
enough. University resources from 
somewhere will be used, and thus will not 
be available for something else. 


You can find Plan C at: 


http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/jul12/gb2.pdf 


If only they were not so similar: 


Numbers Game Mainly Over for November Ballot 


Propositions 
Tuesday, July 10, 2012 


Prop 38 - Molly Munger's tax increase plan 
Prop 39 - Increased taxes on some multi-state companies to fund clean energy programs 
Prop 40 - Referendum on state Senate district boundaries 





The legislature and Governor Brown 
succeeded in getting the governor's tax 
initiative at the top of the ballot (as Prop 
30). There is still some litigation on the 
numbering issue going on but below is the 
likely listing you will see in November: 


Prop 30 - Gov. Jerry Brown's tax increase 
plan 

Prop 31 - State budget process changes 
Prop 32 - Ban on payroll deductions for 
political contributions; ban on contributions 
to candidates from unions and corporations 
Prop 33 - Auto insurance rates based on 
driver's history of coverage 

Prop 34 - Death penalty repeal 

Prop 35 - Increased penalties for human 
trafficking 

Prop 36 - Changes in "Three Strikes" 
sentencing law 

Prop 37 - Labeling of genetically 
engineered foods 


An earlier post on this blog had summaries of the various propositions. As noted, what is 
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now Prop 32 will be a magnet for union contributions in opposition to the third "paycheck 
protection" proposition to appear on the state ballot since 1998. (The first two were 
rejected.) That magnet could draw away campaign funding for the governor's Prop 30. 
Possibly, there could be a combined campaign: Yes on 30; no on 32. If Prop 30 does not 
pass, there will be trigger cuts under the recently-enacted state budget that would cost 
UC $250 million. 


An article on the numbering and the litigation thereon can be found at: 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/07/secretary-of-state-debra-bowen- 
assigns-ballot-numbers.html 


And as for the governor's top-of-the-ballot 30, Wikipedia tells us that " 30 is the sum of 
the first four squares, which makes it a square pyramidal number." 
For more on 30: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/30_(number) 


Read more here: http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/07/secretary-of-state- 
debra-bowen-assigns-ballot-numbers.html#storylink=cpy 


Post Mortem: What Happened Last Fiscal Year in 
State General Fund C... 


Tuesday, July 10, 2012 


Readers of this blog and state budget 
aficionados will recall that in June 2011, the 
legislature assumed $4 billion in a kind of 
extra phantom revenue that was 
unallocated among the various taxes the 
state was projected to collect. Essentially, 
the legislature and governor assumed that 
a windfall would arise somewhere, but no 
one could say precisely where. 
Nonetheless, that assumption allowed 
passage of a budget by a simple majority 
vote that was ostensibly “balanced” by 





some definition. 


Not surprisingly, now that the state controller has released the cash flows for full fiscal 
year 2011-12 (which ended June 30, 2012), “receipts” came up short by about $4.5 billion 
for that year relative to budget assumptions. 

In the previous fiscal year 2010-11 (when there was still some temporary tax money 
flowing in), receipts were greater than disbursements (a surplus in ordinary parlance). But 
because of past accumulated debt in the general fund (which is not supposed to end the 
year in debt), the reserve on June 30, 2011 was a negative $8.2 billion. Without the 
phantom revenue, the general fund in 2011-12 experienced receipts below 
disbursements of $1.4 billion (a deficit in ordinary parlance), increasing the negativity in 
the general fund to -$9.6 billion. 

You can find these figures on page B1 of http://www.sco.ca.gov/Files- 
ARD/CASH/fy1112_june.pdf 
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Final Nail in Coffin for November Pension Ballot 
Proposition 


Wednesday, July 11, 2012 


At one time, Gov. Brown was insisting that 
there should be ballot proposition in 
November limiting public pensions. As 
readers of this blog will Know, the governor 
has a plan for public pensions that would 
override the changes the Regents enacted 
for the UC pension system in 2010. 


The time has long passed for an initiative 
on pensions to make it to the November 
ballot. In theory, the legislature could put 
something on pensions on the ballot despite any time limits. But in fact legislative Dems 
don't like the governor's plan and would be unlikely to go along with the governor in such 
a venture at this time. Further, Brown needs union support to campaign for his tax 
initiative. Unions don't like the governor's pension plan. And their dollars for campaigning 
will be stretched thin by the "paycheck protection" initiative on the November ballot which 
they oppose. 





An article in today's Sacramento Bee reports on the governor's acknowledgment that 
there will be no November pension ballot proposition. He promises there will be one at 
some later date. But when that might be is unclear. The next general election is in 2014. 
In principle, a special election could be called before 2014. You can read the story at: 
http://(www.sacbee.com/2012/07/11/4622632/jerry-brown-wont-push-pension.html 


In any event, the governor's pension date seems never to come: 


A One-Sided Deal? 


Wednesday, July 11, 2012 
At their July meeting, the Regents are 


WHATS TH E DEAL likely to endorse the governor s tax initiative 

in exchange for certain promises from 
"senior" people in the governor's office. 
Specifically, a four-year compact with UC is 
on offer assuming that the initiative passes 
in November. 


Below the relevant parts of the deal are 
described, taken from a document on the 
Regents' agenda. Note that a) the compact 
is unenforceable and we had a bad 
experience with a supposed compact with 
the previous governor and b) the legislature 
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is seemingly not involved even though the legislature is where budgets are enacted. 


Although the deal encompasses a tuition freeze for the current year (unless the initiative 
fails), it does not involve a tuition buyout thereafter. Under the terms of the compact, 
there would be annual 6% state budget increases for UC and possible tuition increases 
up to 6% per year as well. 


It may well be good politics to go along with the governor at this point. But without the 
legislature on board, it is unclear what meaning a multi-year deal with the governor would 
have. At this point, UC is offering political support and a tuition freeze in exchange for 
something that might not be delivered even if the tax initiative passes. 


Below is the text (italics added): 


...9enior representatives of the Governor’s administration have stated their intention to 
conclude a multi-year funding agreement with UC and the California State University 
which would provide steady increases of six percent per year to the University’s base 
budget for four years, beginning in 2013-14 through 2016-17. This, along with tuition and 
fee increases of no more than six percent per year , will provide UC with a solid 
foundation to help meet its minimum obligations with respect to UC Retirement Plan 
employer contributions, compensation agreements, health benefit costs, non-salary price 
increases, and other heretofore unfunded cost increases. 


This framework, if supported by the Legislature, holds the promise of financial stability 
and secures the University’s ability to plan for the future as opposed to reacting to 
continuous cuts of State support. It continues the tradition of specifying minimum funding 
levels critical to ensuring the continuation of programs that are fundamental to the 
character of this great public research university. More importantly, it is an 
acknowledgement by the State of California that it will again become a reliable partner 
with the University of California. 

However, stable and consistent State funding for UC cannot be achieved without a stable 
fiscal situation for the State. The Governor has indicated that a multi-year funding 
framework is contingent on the passage of his November ballot initiative. Should the 
Board of Regents act in July to endorse the Governor and Legislature's proposal that 
there be no tuition increase in 2012-13 on condition that the Governor's initiative is 
successful, and the Governor's initiative fails to be enacted, then the Board of Regents 
will revisit this decision. \f the initiative fails in November, UC will receive another $250 
million budget cut and the funding for the 2012-13 tuition increase buyout would no 
longer be available, creating another $125.4 million gap, for a total shortfall of $375.4 
million. This would bring the total funding cut by the State in a two-year period to $1 
billion, an overwhelming amount in a very short time period. Therefore, it may be 
necessary to consider a mid-year tuition increase of 20.3 percent effective January 1, 
2013, as described in item F1. If that were to occur, mandatory systemwide tuition and 
fees would rise from $12,192 in 2011-12 to $14,670 in 2012-13. 

The importance of regaining stability and providing campuses with an ability to plan 
cannot be overstated. After years of extreme volatility, with proposals to cut UC’s budget 
changing two and three times during a budget year, campuses and UC’s students are 
desperate for predictability and reasonable budget outcomes. Endorsement of the budget 
package for 2012-13, no tuition and fee increase for 2012-13, and the Governor’s 
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revenue initiative hold the highest promise in four years for achieving this goal... 
The full document is at http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/jul 1 2/f2.pdf 


Maybe the Regents should be cautious about hearting the governor: 


Doubt 
Thursday, July 12, 2012 


One of the routine things the Regents do 

when they meet is approval of the minutes. 
As they reconsider the UCLA 
hotel/conference center proposal, they will 
have the benefits of minutes from their 
March 28th meeting at which they refused 
to endorse the project. 


Of course, they could instead just listen to 
their meeting on this blog where the audio 
is preserved. But seeing it in print is also 
instructive. All of the doubts are there from 
the tax issues to the why-don't-you-just-buy-a-hotel questions. Since the new proposal is 
much the same as the old (see our earlier blog post), if the Regents do endorse the hotel 
this time, it will be interesting to see the contrast with what they said in March. 





You can hear the audio from March a t 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/04/listen-to-audio-of-regents-meeting- 
on.html 


You can download the minutes at 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/minutes/201 2/gb3.pdf 


Or you can read them below: 


Open publication - Free publishing - More regents 


We'll see what magic UCLA may have performed on the Regents to overcome past 
doubts soon enough: 


Chancellor Block Among Signatories to Anti- 
sequestration Letter 


Thursday, July 12, 2012 


California has its budget trigger cuts about which we have written on this blog. At the 
federal level, you will be hearing more as time goes by about "sequestration," a kind of 
trigger cut mechanism Congress created to give it an incentive to enact a "grand bargain" 
on federal spending and the federal deficit. Basically, if no such bargain is reached, 
massive defense and non-defense cuts go into effect on January 2. The idea was that the 
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thought of such cuts would be so frightful 
that Congress would concoct a grand 
bargain instead. It hasn't worked so far. 
(But these sorts of things tend to work - if 
they work - close to the deadline.) 


In any event, UCLA Chancellor Block is 
among various higher ed leaders who have 
sent a letter to the President and Congress 
warning of the impact on universities, 
should sequestration occur. You can find 
t he letter a t 
http://www.aplu.org/document.doc?id=3970 
(His name is on page 2.) 





A story on the letter's background is at 
http://www. insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2012/07/12/college-presidents-warn- 
sequestration 


Undoubtedly, there will be more and more attention to this matter as we get closer to 
January 2. 


LA Councilman Cautions UCLA on Hotel Tax 
Liability 
Thursday, July 12, 2012 


In prior blog posts, we have noted that 
UCLA's proposed hotel/conference center 
depends on filling its 250 rooms for 
financial success. But it can't take 
commercial business and be tax-exempt or 
depend on tax-exempt financing. We also 
noted that other related UCLA facilities’ 
policies with regard to taking in guests tax- 
free could be at risk if there is scrutiny of 
what is planned for the hotel. LA 
Councilman Paul Koretz has notified the 
Regents of UCLA's potential tax problems 
with the City and the issue of a public tax- 
free hotel competing with private tax-paying hotels. He points to what seems to be 
commercial business in the hotel's business plan and contradicts the assertion in the plan 
that no tax will be owed. You can read his letter at the link below. 





Most folks like to avoid tax trouble and will alter their behavior accordingly. There is no 
sign so far, however, that UCLA intends to deviate from the current proposal. Perhaps 
the current administration hopes that when the taxman arrives some time in the future, 
someone else will be in charge. What other explanation could there be? 
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Open publication - Free publishing - More tax exemption 
Like it or not, the taxman cometh! 


Tax Initiative War Shaping Up Could Hurt UC 
Friday, July 13, 2012 


There are three tax measures on the November ballot. Prop 30 — 
the governor's tax initiative — is a temporary increase in income 
taxes and sales taxes. If it doesn’t pass, there will be trigger cuts 
including a $250 million cut to UC. See prior blog posts for info 
including the Regents’ likely endorsement of Prop 30. The tax 
proposition most in competition with Prop 30 is Prop 38 sponsored 
by Molly Munger. Earlier in the game, the governor tried to make a 
deal with Munger so that her initiative would not appear. That 
attempt failed. Now it is being reported that supporters of the 
governor's initiative have formed a committee to sponsor attacks on 
Prop 38. 


It’s not clear that this approach won’t be harmful to the governor’s 
initiative. Voters may have trouble distinguishing the two initiatives 
or might vote against both, based on the negativity (especially if the 
anti-38 campaign leads to a counter anti-30 campaign). Excerpt 
from the Sacramento Bee: 

The likelihood of open warfare between Gov. Jerry Brown and civil rights attorney Molly 
Munger, who have rival tax increase measures on the November ballot, has increased 
with the formation by Brown's supporters of a committee to oppose Munger. Stop the 
Middle-Class Income Tax Hike--No on Prop. 38 has filed a statement of organization with 
the secretary of state's office, with political consultant Jason Kinney as treasurer and Dr. 
James Hay, president of the California Medical Association, as its "principal officer." The 
CMA supports Brown's Proposition 30... Proposition 30 would raise sales taxes slightly 
but would derive most of its revenue from hefty increases in income taxes on taxpayers 
with taxable incomes of $250,000 or more. Although billed as a measure to support 
schools, its proceeds would generally close a chronic deficit in the state budget. Munger's 
measure, which is backed by the PTA, would raise income taxes on all but the lowest 
income taxpayers and its proceeds would boost school spending... 

Full article at http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/07/jerry-brown-allies-form- 
committee-to-oppose-molly-munger-measure.html 

Seems like a potentially bad idea: 





More Reason for UCLA Late Nighters to Worry 
Friday, July 13, 2012 


Night-only closure of Sepulveda Boulevard between Wilshire Boulevard and Montana 
Avenue. Night-only closure of l-405 Montana Avenue off-ramp 


Where: Sepulveda Boulevard between Wilshire Boulevard and Montana Avenue 


When: Thursday, July 12th through Monday, August 6th. Sepulveda will be closed from 
10pm until 6am nightly. 
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The Montana off-ramp will be closed from 
7pm until 6am nightly. Closures of Sunset 
and Church will be in place from 10pm until 
6am each night. Closures will take place both 
during the week and on weekends. 





UCLA History: Sweetheart 
saturday, July 14, 2012 


UCLA student identified as "campus sweetheart" in 
1930 photo in LAPL collection. 





Who’s in Charge? Lessons from the Penn State 
Scandal for UCLA and l... 


Sunday, July 15, 2012 


The news has been full of the Penn State University scandal in which a serial child 
abuser was protected by high university officials until suddenly the matter became public. 
A report by a former FBI director was commissioned and put the blame on all involved in 
running the university including the trustees (equivalents of the Regents) for not asking 
questions and not doing the right thing. Much ink was devoted to the scandal at Penn 
State in the LA Times and other newspapers. But the most compelling analysis came on 
July 12 from the Times sports columnist Bill Plaschke. Here is an excerpt from his 
column: 
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Fittingly, the most chilling part of Louis J. Freeh's 
lengthy condemnation of Penn State University and its 
legendary football coach Joe Paterno involves two men 
more fearful of a football program than a child molester. 
According to the 26/-page internal report released 
Thursday, in the fall of 2000, two janitors spotted former 
longtime Penn State assistant coach Jerry Sandusky 
behaving inappropriately with a young boy in the 
campus showers. The men said they didn't to go to 
police because they were afraid that Paterno would 
order them fired. 
"Would have been like going against the president of 
the United States in my eyes," one janitor told 
investigators. "I know Paterno has so much power, if he 
wanted to get rid of someone, | would have been gone 
... football runs this university." 
Football runs this university. That sad 
statement should echo as a warning 
through the halls of educational institutions 
everywhere in the wake of a report that 
illustrates how a football-run university lost 
its way for the sake of sporting glory... 
Full column at 
http://www.latimes.com/sports/college/footb 
all/la-sp-0713-plaschke-paterno- 
20120713,0,551 7595, full.column 
American universities have long promoted 
high-profile sports as a way of maintaining 
alumni engagement and fundraising. That is, the standard rationale is that sports 
programs are really supports for the true academic mission. From time to time, at various 
universities, the sports program begins to become an end in itself, producing scandals, 
with the Penn State debacle undoubtedly the most extreme case. 
Although the Penn State problem involved sports, there is a larger lesson to be learned 
from Plaschke’s observations. It has to do with letting non-academic support units and 
enterprises in a university become drivers of policy to the point where administrators 
deviate from what obviously needs to be done. UCLA’s problem isn’t sports. But it does 
have a problem — symbolized and embodied by its current hotel/conference center 
proposal. What is supposed to be a support program of construction is moving along the 
spectrum toward becoming a driver of policy and an end in itself. 
Over the years, the university has built up a construction empire which had its place 
when the university was in its expansion mode, roughly the post-World War II period until 
the early 1990s. The photo at the top is taken from the coffee table book history of UCLA, 
“UCLA: The First Century.” It shows UCLA in the early 1950s. By that time, UCLA had 
expanded from a small cluster of buildings around Royce Hall but its campus was still in 
large part empty land. Beginning in the 1950s, during the chancellorships of Franklin 
Murphy and Charles Young, UCLA became more than the “southern branch” of UC and 
achieved world-class status as a major research university. There was much construction 
in that era to fill in the empty space and a bureaucracy was needed to handle the 
construction and expansion function. But the physical capital being added was in support 
of the more important human capital being added. Construction did not run the university 
even though there was much construction activity. 
Nowadays, however, much has changed. The empty campus space is gone so 
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construction is more difficult and costly. Putting up a new structure generally means 
demolishing an older one. Parking no longer occurs on empty fields, as it did in the 
1950s. UCLA’s new parking came first from building above-ground structures and 
increasingly from very costly underground parking facilities. More significantly, with the 
end of the Cold War, California ceased growing at the super-fast rate that had 
characterized the military-fueled era from World War II to circa 1990. As the chart from 
the UCLA Anderson Forecast below shows, a widening gap between the old Cold War 
trend and the new reality developed, which in turn has reflected itself in periodic and 
ongoing state budget crises and diminishing state support for UC. In short, the goal for 
UCLA can no longer be endless growth supported by endless construction. Construction 
and enterprise operation have to be scaled back to fit the new reality. Priority Number 
One has to be maintenance of existing excellence — something embodied in human 
capital at a university, not physical capital. The construction/enterprise empire — 
developed as a support operation in an earlier era - cannot be allowed to run the 
university. 

But are we moving on the spectrum of construction-as-support to construction as an end 
in itself? Consider the facts about the hotel project that have appeared (frequently) on 
this blogsite: 

“There is endless denial by the powers-that-be that a facility with 250 guest rooms — 
roughly the size of the W Hotel in Westwood - is actually a hotel. Even when the Regents 
pointed out the self-evident truth that a 250-room facility is a hotel at their March meeting, 
at the campus level there was and still is complete denial. Various alternative names 
have been used to describe the facility, all with the goal of not using the word “hotel.” 
*The hotel cannot be profitable without filling its rooms. Yet it can’t take commercial 
business due to tax law. If it loses money, the costs will be spread in complicated and 
undoubtedly hidden ways to the campus. The stage for spreading those losses has 
already been set by blending the hotel with other campus facilities, even including Lake 
Arrowhead. 

“Costs in the current business plan already are being shifted to the campus via less-than- 
policy reimbursement to the parking service for the demolition of parking structure #6 and 
the charge elsewhere and to “reserves” for reconstructing the displaced bus terminal. 
*The process of approval is being orchestrated with business plans being hidden until the 
last minute (when the Regents’ agenda rules force disclosure) and by planted praise at 
public hearings. 

*The risk to the campus of a tax audit - encompassing not just the hotel but other existing 
campus enterprises — is being ignored despite explicit warnings from local commercial 
hotel owners and the local LA city council member. Indeed, an audit could spread to 
other UC campuses once started. If the UCLA hotel crosses the tax line and competes 
with commercial operators, they will have every incentive to alert the IRS and other tax 
authorities. As has been pointed out, UCLA’s hospitality enterprise already solicits 
business for its various facilities in ways that invite tax scrutiny. 

“Alternative approaches that would meet the donors’ objectives of facilitating academic 
conferences and the spread of university-based knowledge are being ignored because 
they would not require a structure as grandiose as the hotel design currently proposed or 
the one previously proposed. 

Those within the campus hierarchy at UCLA are no more likely to express their concerns 
about the hotel than those Penn State janitors. But at their March meeting, the Regents — 
who are not inside the hierarchy - were unwilling to get along by going along. With more 
or less the same plan before them this week, it will be interesting to see where the 
Regents come out. There is always a temptation to accept assurances and not create a 
disturbance. After all, the campus-level authorities must know what they are doing. 
Right? But in the end, that approach did not work out so well for the Penn State trustees. 
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Happy Birthday, Susan! 


Sunday, July 15, 2012 


The Faculty Association at UCLA offers its birthday 
greetings to its Executive Director, Susan Gallick. 





The UCLA Hotel Did Not Happen That Way 


Monday, July 16, 2012 


In a TV interview dated 7/13/12, UC 
President Mark Yudof talked about 
donations to UC. He agrees with the 
interviewer, Conan Nolan of KNBC, that it is 
hard to explain to the public why in 
budgetary hard times, buildings are going 
up on campuses. But he offers various 
explanations, none of which justify the 
proposed UCLA hotel/conference center. 


NewsConference: Mark Yudof, UC President 





One explanation is that the projects have 
been in the pipeline 5-10 years and the bonds have already been floated. That is not true 
for the proposed UCLA hotel/conference center. Bonds have not been floated. And 
although the planning timeline is fuzzy due to contradictory statements from UCLA 
authorities, no one has suggested the project has been in the works for 5-10 years. 
Another explanation offered is that the construction projects underway on UC campuses 
are dorms and parking garages that pay for themselves. That is not true of the 
hotel/conference center which — even with the overoptimistic business plan — has to be 
subsidized by both a donation and various costs shifted to parking and other sources. 
Most significantly, Yudof says that when donors absolutely insist on having a particular 
building constructed, UC reluctantly will go along. The hotel/conference center was not 
something the donors came to UCLA and insisted on. UCLA has never even made that 
claim. The fact is that the project was proposed by UCLA to the donors and not the 
reverse. The fact is that the hotel does not fit any of the Yudof explanations. 

You can listen to the audio at the link below. The statement about reluctantly 
accommodating donors who insist on a part building occurs just after one minute into the 
audio. 
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Riverside and Merced say take our meds 


Monday, July 16, 2012 


From the LA Times , Larry Gordon 7/16/12 
(excerpt): 


... UC Riverside's long-held dream to have a full 
medical school was badly battered last year when 
the state refused to pay for it and then national 
accreditors wouldn't allow it to open. Those denials 
were a blow to the UC system's proud tradition of 
adding campuses and programs to serve a growing 
state. Now, UC Riverside is making what national 
experts say is a rare second attempt to gain 
approval for a medical school. Campus Officials say 
they have obtained alternative financial backing, 
worth about $10 million a year for a decade, from 
private donors, local government and the UC system 
in hopes that the medical school can enroll its first 50 students in fall 2013. 

... The medical school would be UC's sixth and its first to open since the late 1960s. The 
school would be the only one in UC without its own hospital, vastly cutting down on costs. 
UC's medical centers and its health education programs constitute about half of the 
system's $22-billion annual budget. 

...For three decades, UC Riverside has operated a joint medical school program with 
UCLA. Its entering classes of about 25 students spend their first two years in Riverside 
and finish in Westwood. 

... Last year, the UC system unsuccessfully sought $10 million in startup costs from the 
State but instead had to use other funds. Since then, Olds and UC Riverside Chancellor 
Timothy P. White began knocking on doors for support. As a result, the UC president's 
office and the UC Riverside campus will provide $4 million a year from its own nonstate 
funds and about $6 million a year has been pledged by Riverside County, the quasi- 
governmental Desert Healthcare District, affiliated hospitals and other donors. In addition, 
the UC system has authorized a $30-million line of credit, a backup officials say they 
don't expect to tap. 

...In previous decades, Californians celebrated UC's new campuses and programs. But 
more recently, the new UC Merced campus and UC Irvine law school faced skepticism 
and allegations that local boosterism trumped educational needs. In 2009, a state 
legislative analyst's report suggested that UC expand enrollments at its existing medical 
schools before opening a new one. "The idea that the state is going to find money for a 
new program isn't realistic at the moment," said Paul Golaszewski, the legislative 
analyst's UC expert. 

... If Riverside's latest application is denied, officials pledged to try again in two years, the 
soonest rules allow. Meanwhile, UC Merced, the system's newest campus, also wants to 
add a medical school, but (John Stobo, the UC system's senior vice president for health 
sciences and services) said that is unlikely to happen for 15 years or so. 





Full story at http://www.latimes.com/health/la-me-medschool-20120716,0,/182284.story 


Inside Higher Ed pointed me to this story. Its summary is at 
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http://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2012/07/16/uc-riverside-trying-again-open- 
medical-school 


The governor and legislature seem reluctant to take more meds than they already have 
got: 


Regents' Litigation Agenda: Behind Closed Doors 


Monday, July 16, 2012 


Behind closed doors on July 18 th , the 
Regents will be discussing various items of 
litigation. The doors are locked but we do 
know the items: 


AUTHORS GUILD, et al. v. HATHITRUST, 
et al. — The case has to do with 
digitalization of “orphan” works at university 
libraries, not just UC, a project generally 
supported by university libraries around the 
U.S. “Orphan” works are older books that 
are out of print and either out of copyright 
or whose copyright holders cannot be determined. 

BAKER, et al. v. KATEHI, et. al. — Mediation Scheduled — Constitutional and State Law 
Claims Arising from Pepper Spraying Incident - UC-Davis. There can’t be anyone in the 
world, or at least anyone reading this blog, who doesn't know what this case is about. 
CALDWELL, et al. v. REGENTS -Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) to Prevent Sale of 
Property Denied — Los Angeles. This case involves the proposed sale by UCLA of the 
Hannah Carter Japanese Garden. It’s true that the TRO was denied but litigation is still 
pending and, as readers of this blog will Know, a judge termed the actions of the Regents 
in this matter “duplicitous” which should make for an interesting discussion. 

CHRISTIAN HEAD, M.D. v. REGENTS - Race Discrimination and Retaliation Complaint 
Filed — Los Angeles. Many readers will know that this case involves a charge of racial 
discrimination at the UCLA med school. The plaintiff and his attorney’s released a 
YouTube video giving their side of the complaint which went “viral” and prompted a media 
release by UCLA in response. 

The full agenda item I S a t 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/jul12/finx.pdf 

Should be an interesting session about which we will know nothing more: 





Regents to Discuss UCLA Hotel Legal Issues 
Behind Closed Doors 


Tuesday, July 17, 2012 


Yesterday, we posted a listing of discussion behind-closed-doors of litigation that the full 
Board of Regents will be discussing. There will also be such a closed-door session of the 
Committee on Grounds and Building to discuss legal matters related to the proposed 
UCLA hotel/conference center — which, indeed, as this blog has noted - has “issues.” The 
closed-door agenda - listed as a “session added” on the Regents’ website - is below: 
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SSSSSSSSS======== NOTICE OF MEETING The 
Regents of the University of California COMMITTEE 
ON GROUNDS AND BUILDINGS Date: July 17, 2012 
Time: 2:25 p.m. Location: UCSF-Mission Bay 
Community Center 1675 Owens Street, San 
Francisco Agenda — Closed Session - Regents Only 
Roll Call 

Reading of Notice and Statement of Service Thereof 
GB4(XX) Discussion Potential Claims and Litigation 
Regarding Luskin Conference and Guest Center, Los 
Angeles Campus 

Attendance is expected of Committee members only. 


http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/ 
jul12/gbx. pdf 
It sure would be edifying to get behind those closed doors: 





UCLA Med Center Rated #1 in California; 5 in 
U.S. 


Tuesday, July 17, 2012 


From the LA Times : Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical 
Center nabbed top honors among California hospitals 
in the latest U.S. News & World Report annual 
rankings. The Los Angeles medical center ranked No. 
5 nationally in the publisher's annual honor roll of best 
Mee hospitals. Only one other hospital in the state, UC San 

Lear Francisco Medical Center, made the national honor roll 


save your life 


A Peek Inside of 17 hospitals. It ranked No. 13. 
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2012 Edition 


The Brain 
(photos p.36) 


The online magazine said it analyzed patient survival 
rates, infection rates, safety measures, staffing ratios 
and other data... 

F u I | s t or y a t 
http://www.latimes.com/business/money/la-fi-mo- 
hospital-rankings-20120717,0,4972814.story 

The listing is at http://nhealth.usnews.com/health- 
news/best-hospitals/articles/2012/07/16/best-hospitals-2012-13-the-honor-roll 
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Preview of Coming Campaign for Prop 30: 
Governor's Tax Initiative 


Tuesday, July 17, 2012 


Here is a preview of what the coming 
campaign for Prop 30 - the governor's tax 
initiative - will look like. The YouTube video 
(scene at right; link below) runs over one 
and a half minutes so it probably won't air 
in full on TV (where 30 second and 60 
second ads are the norm). But similar 
Aupas naia themes are likely to be struck in the pro- 

Prop 30 campaign. We have not yet seen 
what the anti campaign will look like. 





The Regents are likely to endorse Prop 30 at their upcoming meeting. 


You can see the video below: 


Listen to Regents Meeting July 17, 2012: Hotel 
Approval 


Tuesday, July 17, 2012 


The UCLA hotel/conference center was approved 
by the Regents Committee on Grounds and 
Buildings. That outcome was not unexpected, 
despite the many concerns that have been raised in 
the past. Among other items, and probably most 
important, was a letter UCLA solicited from the 
Luskins saying essentially that the proposal was 
what they wanted and anything else would be a 
breach. President Yudof was careful not to say that 
their original intent was so specific. He said it is 
now specific. It would be unusual, to say the least, 
for the Regents to walk away from $50 million. 


The recording below is a partial one. It begins in the 
midst of the public comments session for the first 
committee session and ends in the midst of the 
second committee hearing. Unfortunately, only that incomplete audio was live-streamed. 
As usual, we will request the full day recording from the Regents and post it when 
available. 

What went on in the legal review/closed door session is not known. During the public 
comments, a lawyer representing a neighbor/business group raised the tax issues with 
which readers of this blog will be familiar. That issue was not really addressed in the 
subsequent discussion although some of the uses of the hotel rooms seem to fall into a 
range that would raise cautions. Presentations were made by Chancellor Block, Vice 
Chancellors Olsen and Powazek, and Academic Senate Chair Leuchter. University 
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administrators were obviously supportive. Senate Chair Leuchter said the Senate 
endorsed the project and did not refer to concerns still outstanding on parking rates by 
the Faculty Welfare Committee. There were repeated references to contacts with the 
Committee and individual Regents during the March-July interval. 

Assurances were given by UCLA that the hotel would cover costs, that it would have no 
effect on parking rates, that it wouldn’t adversely affect local hotels adversely, that the 
planned occupancy would be reached, etc. One Regent raised the question of why 
alternatives were considered at all if the Luskins would consider only the current location. 
The Committee chair thought that maybe there were more rooms than needed and not 
enough conference space — but he supported the project. The approval is technically just 
for financing with approval for design details to be approved at the September Regents 
meeting. Keep in mind that with Chancellor Block staking his reputation on this project 
after the March debacle at the Regents, for the Committee to reject the project would 
have been a vote of no confidence - something the Regents were not prepared to to, 
particularly with the chancellor up for a 5-year review. ===== Other items considered 
were an expansion of a medical facility at UC-Irvine and the general state budget outlook 
for capital projects. Some skepticism about the costs at Irvine were expressed but the 
project was approved by the Committee. Concerns were expressed about the state’s 
future role in financing UC capital projects. (Some interruptions in the audio occurred.) 
===== The session of the Committee on Compliance and Audit followed. References 
were made to the Penn State sports/child molestation scandal as a compliance matter. 
Audio was cut off during this session before it was completed. ===== The lawyer’s 
statement on the hotel is in the 4-7 minute range. The full hearing on the hotel runs from 
roughly minute 22 to one hour and 24 minutes into the recording. The full recording is 
about 1 hour and 52 minutes. 

Update: The LA Times story on the hotel approval is at 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-0718-uc-hotel-20120718,0,3404232.story 


Update: The Daily Bruin story on the hotel approval is at 
http://www.dailybruin.com/article/2012/07/uc-board-of-regents-approve-funding-for- 
proposed-luskin-conference-and-guest-center 


Update: Although it was pro forma, the full Board of Regents approved the package of 
Grounds and Business recommendations, including the hotel, around 3 pm on July 18. 


Update: Official UCLA announcement at 
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/uc-regents-committee-approves-236632.aspx 


New Law Aimed at Cheaper Higher Ed 
Textbooks 


Tuesday, July 17, 2012 
Description of SB 1539, Signed by Gov. Brown: 


The Donahoe Higher Education Act authorizes the activities of the 4 segments of the 
higher education system in the state. These segments include the 3 public segments: the 
University of California, which is administered by the Regents of the University of 
California, the California State University, which is administered by the Trustees of the 
California State University, and the California Community Colleges, which is administered 
by the Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges. Private and 
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independent institutions of higher education 
constitute the other segment. Provisions of 
the Donahoe Higher Education Act apply to 
the University of California only to the 
extent that the regents act, by resolution, to 
make them applicable. 

Existing law urges textbook publishers to 
take specified actions aimed at reducing 
the amounts that postsecondary education 
students currently pay for textbooks. 
Existing law requires the Trustees of the 
California State University and the Board of Governors of the California Community 
Colleges, and requests the Regents of the University of California, among other things, to 
work with the academic senates of each respective segment to encourage faculty to give 
consideration to the least costly practices in assigning textbooks, to encourage faculty to 
disclose to students how new editions of textbooks are different from previous editions 
and the cost to students for textbooks selected, to review procedures for faculty to inform 
college and university bookstores of textbook selections, and to encourage faculty to 
work closely with publishers and college and university bookstores in creating bundles 
and packages that are economically sound and deliver cost savings to students. Existing 
law expresses the intent of the Legislature to encourage private colleges and universities 
to work with their respective academic senates and to encourage faculty to consider 
practices in selecting textbooks that will result in the lowest costs to students. 

This bill would require the publisher, as defined, of a textbook, or an agent or employee 
of the publisher, to provide prescribed data about the textbook to prospective purchasers, 
including a list of the products, as defined, offered for sale by the publisher germane to 
the prospective purchaser ’s subject area of interest, the wholesale or retail price of the 
product, the estimated length of time the publisher intends to keep the product on the 
market, and, for each new edition of the product, a list of the substantial content di 
fferences between the new edition and the previous edition of the textbook. 

Actual text of the law: 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Section 66407 is added to the Education Code, to read: 66407. (a) (1) The 
publisher of a textbook, or an agent or employee of the publisher, shall provide a 
prospective purchaser of the textbook with all of the following: (A) A list of all the products 
offered for sale by the publisher germane to the prospective purchaser's subject area of 
interest. (B) For a product listed pursuant to subparagraph (A), the wholesale or retail 
price of the product, and the estimated length of time the publisher intends to keep the 
product on the market. (C) For each new edition of a product listed pursuant to paragraph 
(1), a list of the substantial content differences or changes between the new edition and 
the previous edition of the textbook. (2) The publisher shall make the lists required by 
paragraph (1) available to a prospective purchaser at the commencement of a sales 
interaction, including, but not necessarily limited to, a sales interaction conducted in 
person, by telephone, or electronically. The publisher shall also post in a prominent 
position on its Internet Web site the lists required by paragraph (1). (b) As used in this 
section, the following terms have the following meanings: (1) "Product" means each 
version, including, but not necessarily limited to, a version in a digital format, of a 
textbook, or set of textbooks, in a particular subject area, including, but not necessarily 
limited to, a supplemental item, whether or not the supplemental item is sold separately 
or together with a textbook. (2) "Publisher" has the same meaning as defined in 
subdivision (b) of Section 66406.7. (3) "Purchaser" means a faculty member of a public or 
private postsecondary educational institution who selects the textbooks assigned to 
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students. (4) "Textbook" has the same meaning as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 
66406.7. 
We want those books cheap, cheap: 


A Tuition Cut That Really Isn't Is on the Regents 
Agenda Today 


Wednesday, July 18, 2012 


Various professional schools have what 
amount to tuition surcharges above the 
base tuition for revenue generation. An item 
on today’s Regents agenda for the 
Committee on Educational Policy would 
allow fast cuts in the surcharges. Why? If 
the governor's tax initiative doesn’t pass, 
the Regents would likely quickly raise base 
tuition to offset the planned $250 million 
trigger cut. The base+surcharge might then 
exceed market rates for some schools, 
cutting into applications and admissions. 


Under the proposal, a quick cut in the 
surcharge could offset or partially offset the 
base increase. 

You can find t he item a t 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/jul12/e1.pdf 





And, by the way, for many professional schools, tuition is on the way up. From the 
Sacramento Bee: 


After the University of California's governing board meets today, undergrads may breathe 
a sigh of relief, but many grad students will probably want to grab their wallets. UC 
regents are voting on two matters concerning fall tuition: freezing it for undergraduates — 
and once again making steep increases to fees at many of UC's professional 
schools.Law school fees at UC Davis would go up by 10 percent, business school fees at 
UC Berkeley would rise by 23 percent and nursing school fees would go up 35 percent at 
UC campuses in Davis, Irvine, Los Angeles and San Francisco. That means an MBA at 
Berkeley would cost $50,740 for California residents this year — not including room or 
board. And it would get even more expensive in 2013-14."The university has had to seek 
income wherever it can," said Larry Pitts, UC's former provost, who led the effort to raise 
professional school fees. "And many of the professional programs are so excellent that 
students are willing to pay."... Full story at 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/07/18/4638407/uc-regents-weigh-steep-fee-hikes.html 
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Where Was UCLA? 
Wednesday, July 18, 2012 


As this item is being posted, the Regents are 
considering endorsement of the governor's 

— tax initiative. Part of the process was a 
Division Yesvotes NoVotes Ballots memorial from the faculty on that issue. 
Berkeley 370 Above is a tabulation on the Regents' agenda 
Davis 400 reporting the faculty vote. Of those voting, 
vine = 93% favored the endorsement. But note that 
iii > for whatever reason, few faculty members at 
ii: i UCLA voted. In fact, fewer voted at UCLA 
menee ii than at any other campus including much 
smaller Merced. Eric Hays of CUCFA brought 
this fact to my attention. 


Memorial To The Regents - Voting Results 


San Diego 490 
San Francisco 
Santa Barbara 


Santa Cruz 


The item including the table above is at 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/r 
egmeet/jul12/f2.pdf 


TOTAL 


Percents 





Making Elephants Fly 


Wednesday, July 18, 2012 


Approval by the Regents of the UCLA 
hotel/conference center in its present 
iteration may have been inevitable but it 
does not change the underlying economic 
reality of the project. It either is a white 
elephant or it isn’t. And the underlying 
economic reality goes beyond this specific 
proposal. Whether the governor's tax 

Initiative passes or not, the long-term 
— outlook for the state’s support for UC is not 
cii bright. In an earlier post, this blog 
reproduced a chart from the UCLA 
Anderson Forecast showing the growing California job gap between the pre-1990 trend 
line and the actual results. Moreover the chart showed a projection to 2022 with the gap 
widening. 


= Tee ms 
{ a me f alors 
| ame atid we 67 ow AS 





Similar results can be seen in other projections for the state. California is simply not 
expected to grow in the future at rates comparable to its “Golden Age” in which the 
Master Plan was embedded. The symptoms are all around. For example, state politicos 
were surprised to learn after the 2010 Census that California was getting no increase in 
its congressional seats because its population had not grown sufficiently. Even the state’s 
Department of Finance was surprised; it had estimated California’s population to be 
roughly a million more than the 2010 Census revealed. 

Expansion of capital projects and programs at UC as they occurred in the earlier Master 
Plan golden era is not realistic but there is inevitable momentum to push ahead 
regardless of the change. The Regents, as trustees of UC, need to go beyond a building- 
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by-building, program-by-program, approval process on a part-time, two-month interval 
basis. And they need to look after, not just before, projects are OK’d. What actually 
happens when the projects are completed? 

It was interesting to hear the approval process for the UC-Irvine project that preceded 
approval of the UCLA hotel. (Audio available on a posting yesterday.) In that project, 
questions were raised as to the cost per incremental square foot of an expansion of an 
existing building and were answered by obfuscation. Yet what could be simpler than 
dividing the cost by the incremental square feet? Nonetheless, despite the obfuscation, 
the project was approved. 

After the UCLA hotel was approved, the third item on the agenda was the outlook for 
state support for future capital projects. Not surprisingly, the outlook for state support was 
reported to be not good. So UC is on its own for capital projects and if the projects turn 
out to be white elephants in the future, too bad. Someone will pay the cost then and it will 
probably not be on the watch of those who promoted the initial plans. Or, even if it is on 
their watch, it will be said that some unforeseen circumstances changed and - after all — 
the Regents approved the project! (Those at UCLA with long enough memories will recall 
the sad fate of the Westchester faculty housing project.) 

It is inevitable that campus-level bureaucratic momentum will keep producing new 
projects and expansions. Jobs and empires depend on such growth. It is inevitable that 
every Campus will want to include a full array of every professional program. Absent an 
independent capacity for Regental evaluation before and after the fact, the current micro- 
level, case-by-case approach will not allow the Regents to exercise due diligence at a 
systemwide macro-level. As for the hotel specifically, since the Regents created no 
auditing capacity to look at its results once it goes into operation, it will surely show a 
profit on paper regardless of its actual outcome.Because the hotel is blended into a larger 
system, manipulation of costs charged to its operation and diversion of conferences and 
other activities from other existing facilities on campus can always create an ostensible 
surplus for the hotel with losses shifted elsewhere. The Regents have no capacity for 
monitoring such cost shifting after the fact and did not chose to set such a mechanism 
up, whether for the hotel or for any other case-by-case project approval or proposed 
expansion that comes before them. 

In a preemptive move, UCLA got the Luskins to sign a letter saying no alternative to the 
current hotel plan was acceptable, thus effectively closing off any options, as the chair of 
the Regents’ Grounds and Buildings committee pointed out. But even if the subsequent 
campus politics of the hotel made its approval inevitable, the Regents could have used 
the occasion to create a true mechanism for due diligence after the fact. 

The Moral: Even a white elephant can be made to fly, absent ongoing and after-the-fact 
oversight: 


Listen to Audio of the Morning Session of the 
Regents: July 18, 2012 


Wednesday, July 18, 2012 


The Regents sessions on the morning of July 18 th were heavily budget oriented. This 
audio is incomplete and starts in the midst of President Yudof’s statement on budget 
matters and his advocacy of support by the Regents for the governor’s tax initiative on 
the November ballot. 


Public comments by students and others ended in a demonstration of the type that has 
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become standard at Regents meetings. In 
essence, demonstrators wanted tuition 
freezes, even if the governor's initiative did 
not pass. Other items were raised including 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Eventually, 
police cleared the room of demonstrators. 
The recording continued during roughly 
minutes 43 through 76 during which there 
was no business transacted but 
background sounds are heard. 

At one point, Academic Council Chair 
Robert Anderson referred to a proposal that 
had apparently been made to defer 
contributions to the pension plan if the governor’s initiative did not pass — a proposal that 
it appears was aired at what was probably the systemwide faculty welfare committee. He 
expressed opposition. There were questions about the value of a long-term agreement 
with the governor in exchange for support for the initiative when past such accords have 
not been successful and when governors and legislatures can’t commit future governors 
and legislatures. Nonetheless, the Committee on Finance in the end did endorse the 
initiative. 

When we have the full audio from the Regents office, it will be posted. In the meantime, 
you can hear most of the morning meeting here: 





Listen to Audio of the Regents’ Afternoon 
session: July 18, 2012 


Wednesday, July 18, 2012 


This audio is a direct recording of the 
Regents' afternoon session of July 28, 
2012. At the end of the recording, it is 
announced that the governor is coming and 
that the Regents - who were going into 
closed session - would go back into open 
session when he arrived. However, the live- 
stream audio was shut off at that point. 
When we get the full audio from the 
Regents, if there are remarks from the 
governor on it, the audio will be posted. 
(Presumably, the governor wanted to talk 
about the Regents’ earlier endorsement of 
his tax initiative.) Otherwise, this recording should be complete. 





In the afternoon session, there were discussions of various campus efficiency and money 
saving activities. Discussion of professional school fees (see an earlier post today) was 
intertwined with issues of diversity in business and other professional schools. Ultimately, 
the Regents approved the various professional school proposals. (Undergraduate tuition 
was not raised, contingent on passage of the governor’s tax initiative in November.) 
There was a somewhat nasty exchange between Regents on the diversity issue. The 
UC-San Francisco chancellor — who has made statements about UC-SF being different 
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as a med school from other campuses and needing autonomy — came in with a proposal 
for an outside board just for her campus, a kind of mini-Regents. She has a task force 
working on governance issues but promised it would not get into privatization. 

The UCLA hotel was approved as part of a larger package from the Committee on 
Grounds and Building about an hour into the afternoon session. This was a pro forma 
vote after yesterday's Committee approval. 

A report on the Dept. of Energy labs was presented. Much of the other business involved 
reports on prize-winning faculty and nice words for departing officials. 

You can hear the audio on the link below: 


Audio on the UCLA Hotel from the Regents 
Meeting of 7-17-12 


Wednesday, July 18, 2012 


Because of interest in the UCLA hotel/conference center 
discussion at the Regents meeting of 7-17-2012, here is 
a more accessible posting of the audio from that date, 
just on the hotel. It is easier to navigate than the earlier 
posting. 

Part 1 — Lawyer StatementPart 2Part 3Part 4Part 5Part 
6Part 7 





Regents Endorse Governor's Tax Initiative 
Thursday, July 19, 2012 


Although we posted an audio and some 
description of the July 18 morning session 
of the Regents in which they endorsed Prop 
30, the governor's tax initiative, you might 
want to read about it rather than listen. The 
Regents acted after the strong urging of 
President Yudof. Here is an excerpt from 
Larry Gordon’s story in the LA Times with a 
link: 

...the governing board of the 10-campus 
system formally endorsed the governor's 
tax measure. "It's a simple question: Will 
UC be better off if it passes than if it 
doesn't? That's not just an answer of 'yes,' that's an answer of ‘hell yes,' " said Regent 
Bonnie Reiss, who urged the endorsement. After the regents' actions, Brown made a 
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brief surprise appearance at the meeting at a UC San Francisco facility to thank them 
and urge students, faculty and staffers to vote for Proposition 30. "This is a matter of all 
hands on deck. Let's pull together for the university and for our country,” said Brown, who 
holds a regent seat by virtue of his position but who has not attended a meeting, UC 
officials said, since he began his current term in January 2011. Only one regent, Russell 
Gould, voted against the endorsement a few hours earlier, saying that the Brown 
measure would raise sales taxes for four years and some high-end income taxes for 
seven years while guaranteeing UC extra funds for only one year. "There is a major risk 
to the university,” Gould said... Full story at http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me- 
0719-uc-regents-20120719,0,5296805.story The audio link (which does not contain the 
governor’s visit and starts during Yudof’s remarks) is at 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/07/listen-to-audio-of-morning-session- 
of.html [Brown showed up late in the day and would have been on the afternoon session 
but the live stream went off by that time. The afternoon audio link is at 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/07/listen-to-audio-of-regents- 
afternoon.html] President Yudof was clearly praying for the Regents to back the 
governor's tax initiative: 





No Meds Down by the Riverside Says LA Times 


Thursday, July 19, 2012 


An earlier post noted efforts by UC-Riverside and UC- 
Merced to create med schools. Today the LA Times 
editorializes against the former. 


A UC Riverside medical school? Not now: Fiscal 
uncertainty makes this the wrong time to embark on the 
ambitious new project. (excerpt) 

It certainly would be good for UC Riverside if it had a full 
medical school. Professional schools — especially 
medical and law schools — add luster to a college's 
reputation and can attract research money and elite 
professors. Whether it would be good for the state, or for 
the University of California as a whole, is another matter. 
Though we don't object to the concept of increasing the 
number of such graduate schools, this seems like the 
wrong time to embark on an expensive new project that 
will cost the state millions of dollars a year down the road. 

...If UC has extra money, though, it should be spending it on serious educational deficits 
in its existing schools, especially considering the possibility that it might have to pass a 
big tuition hike if voters don't approve Gov. Jerry Brown's tax measure in November. The 
university system is on the brink of a real diminishment of its reputation, not for lack of 
new medical schools but for too few undergraduate courses and professors looking to 
move on. In addition, UC Riverside officials made it clear that the medical school would 
seek $15 million a year from the state after its start-up years... We appreciate that the 
university is planning to run the school without the budget-crushing cost of establishing 
and operating its own medical center, but this might not be something the state can 
afford... 

Full editorial at http://www.latimes.com/health/healthcare/la-ed-riverside-medical-school- 
20120719,0,6009791.story 

But Riverside thinks it's absolutely necessary: 
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Carmageddon II Coming Sept. 28 


Thursday, July 19, 2012 


LA Supervisor Yaroslavsky provides an 
advance warning: 


Carmageddon, last summer’s blockbuster 
traffic success story, is back with a fall 
sequel. And to keep Part II from turning into 
the disaster predicted—and averted—the 
first time around, Officials say it will be more 
important than ever to go “car-light” or “car- 
free” during the last weekend in September. 
Starting around 7 p.m. on Friday, September 28, ramps to the 405 Freeway will begin 
closing in advance of a weekend-long shutdown of the entire freeway through the 
Sepulveda Pass. The full, 10-mile stretch of the 405 running from the 10 Freeway to the 
101 will be closed all of Saturday, September 29, and Sunday, September 30. It is set to 
reopen at 5 a.m. on Monday, October 1. 

Avoiding epic gridlock for a second time may be a tall order, but officials said they are 
contident the public can pull it off. “During Carmageddon I, drivers proved the skeptics 
wrong,” said Supervisor and Metro Director Zev Yaroslavsky. “They heard our warnings 
and stayed off the roads...And | have every confidence they'll rise to the occasion again.” 
The planned 53-hour closure of the freeway is needed to dismantle the north side of the 
Mulholland Bridge over the 405. The south side was demolished last summer, but it has 
taken longer than expected to rebuild, leading to delays in scheduling Carmageddon 
Il....Work wrapped up 17 hours early during the first Carmageddon—a pleasant surprise 
that’s unlikely to be repeated this time around... 

Full article at http://zev.lacounty.gov/news/return-of-carmageddon 





Lt. Gov. Newsom Sends Letter to Chancellor 
Block on Japanese Garden... 


Thursday, July 19, 2012 


Lt. Governor Gavin Newsom sent a letter 

to Chancellor Block dated July 3 
concerning the Hannah Carter Japanese 
Garden. Newsom is an ex officio Regent. 
The letter asks that public access to the 
Garden be preserved and that UCLA 
explore alternatives to the planned sale. 


As a prior post noted, at their recent 
meeting, the Regents reviews litigation on 
this matter. The Newsom letter is dated 
before the meeting took place although it is 
possible that some advance material was 





circulated to Regents. 
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You can read the letter below: 


Open publication - Free publishing - More gavin newsom 
You never know what the mail will bring to Murphy Hall: 


Too Much? 


Friday, July 20, 2012 





The LA Times today features a UCLA 
study finding that folks in LA suffer from 
having too much stuff. They just can't help 
themselves and overdo it, adding more 
than they need. Excerpt: 


About 10 years ago, Rhonda Voo's house 
was a mess. Shelves packed with Beanie 
Babies, Barbies and various other toys 
covered the walls in her cramped three- 
bedroom, one bathroom house. With three 
children between the ages of 5 and 11, Voo 
discovered that even finding a pair of shoes 
became a daily challenge. "It's like all the 
stuff you own kind of weighs you down," 
said Voo, who was one of 32 families 
participating in a UCLA study on family life 
in Los Angeles. Voo wasn't the only one 
feeling the stress. An interdisciplinary group 
of researchers — archaeologists, 
anthropologists, psychologists and other 
social scientists — found that mothers who 
described their houses as messy or 
cluttered experienced higher rates of a 
depressed mood in the evening... 


Of course, our campus could never have too much stuff put on it, could it? UCLA would 
never buy more/build more than it needs, would it? (Just asking!) The LA Times article is 
at http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-family-study-20120720,0,5652177.story 

Even if, in the remote possibility, we did try to buy too much, luckily we have the Regents 
to stop us. If we didn't absolutely need a 250-room hotel, they wouldn't OK it. Right? 

And if even the Regents were to overdo it, there is a morning-after remedy: 


Listen to Audio of Special Regents Meeting of 


June 19, 2012 
saturday, July 21, 2012 


Although we have posted audio from the July Regents meeting, there was a special 
meeting earlier called for June 19. Below is the agenda and audio for that meeting. 


Tuesday, June 19: Special Meeting of Regents 
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12:30 pm Committee on Compensation (Regents 
Only Session) 

12:45 pm Committee on Compensation (Open 
Session - includes public comment session) 

1:05 pm Board (open session) The three sessions 
above were to approve appointment of Amy Dorr — 
Dean of UCLA’s GSEIS - as UC Provost and EVC- 
Academic Affairs, $350,000 plus moving and related 
expenses. 

1:30 pm Committee on Investments: Review of 
investment returns and policies for the endowment 
and other non-pension funds. 

Agenda of the Committee on Investments at 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmee 
t/june12/invest. pdf 

You can hear the audio at the link below: 





One Suspects We Will Be Hearing More About 
This Issue 


saturday, July 21, 2012 
Chronicle of Higher Education, 7/20/12 


CONFLICT UCLA Faculty Leader Found to Have 
== an Wronged Professor to Appease Jewish 


Group 

By Peter Schmidt 

A faculty panel at the University of 
California at Los Angeles has admonished 
the chairman of the university's Academic 
Senate for violating the rights of an 
associate professor who had been accused 
by an outside advocacy group of misusing 
his position to call for a boycott of Israel. In a letter issued this month, the UCLA 
Academic Senate's Committee on Academic Freedom held that the Senate's chairman, 
Andrew F. Leuchter, was wrong to have told the advocacy group and the news media 
that David Delgado Shorter, an associate professor of world arts and cultures, should not 
have posted a link to a boycott-Ilsrael campaign on a course Web site and regretted doing 
SO. 

Mr. Shorter, who had stood by his decision to post the link and had denied ever 
apologizing for it, on Wednesday filed a formal grievance with the Senate's Committee on 
Privilege and Tenure urging it to formally censure Dr. Leuchter, a professor of psychiatry 
and biobehavioral sciences. The grievance accuses Dr. Leuchter of showing disregard 
for academic freedom and of violating the university's ethics code himself by using his 
position for political purposes. In an e-mail sent to The Chronicle on Friday, Dr. Leuchter 
thanked the Committee on Academic Freedom for its perspective but said, "I strongly 
support academic freedom." In an e-mail sent in May, Dr. Leuchter said Mr. Shorter had 
never been censured and the complaint against Mr. Shorter "was resolved informally, but 
effectively and appropriately, with Professor Shorter's department chair simply speaking 
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to him about it." 

The controversy over Mr. Shorter stemmed from his posting of a link to the boycott-Israel 
campaign on the Web site for course titled "Tribal Worldviews," which he taught last 
winter. In a letter sent to University of California officials in March, the Amcha Initiative, an 
advocacy group that regards some criticism of Israel on college campuses as crossing 
the line into anti-Semitism, asked if Mr. Shorter's promotion of the academic and cultural 
boycott of Israel was protected by the university's rules of academic freedom. Mr. Shorter 
had defended the link to the boycott campaign as one of many links he posted to direct 
students to resources for class discussions on cultural boycotts and related matters... 
Tammi Rossman-Benjamin, a lecturer in Hebrew and Jewish studies at the University of 
California at Santa Cruz who is a co-founder of the Amcha Initiative, on Friday expressed 
frustration that the debate had become focused on the university's treatment of Mr. 
Shorter rather than the bigger question of whether the university's ethics code should 
allow professors to advocate on behalf of a boycott of Israel. She said her group had 
never asked for Mr. Shorter to be investigated or disciplined. "There are many Shorters," 
she said. "This particular incident was just an example we have brought. It is a huge 
issue. It is not just about a Web site. It is about what is happening in the classroom." 

Full story at http://chronicle.com/article/UCLA-Faculty-Leader-Found-to/133089/ 


Update: LA Times story at 


http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2012/07/ucla-prof-wins-in-fight-over-academic- 
freedom.html 


Beyond the Headlines 


sunday, July 22, 2012 


The headline on a story in today’s 
Sacramento Bee reads: 


“2 UC Davis neurosurgeons accused of 
experimental surgery are banned from 
human research” 

But, as is often the case, the story that 
follows is more complicated than the 
headline suggests. It raises issues of 
bioethics related to the specific procedures 
described and also questions about management control in medical facilities. | mention 
the latter because some readers will recall the body parts scandal at UCLA and the 
scrambled eggs/fertility clinic scandal at UC-Irvine. 

We have a comment option on this blog which is rarely used but if medical professionals 
in particula have views on this story, it would be interesting to see them. 

The full story is at http://www.sacbee.com/2012/07/22/4648415/2-uc-davis- 
neurosurgeons-accused.html 





UPDATE: A further story is at 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/07/28/4668495/uc-davis-neurosurgeon-department.html 
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Empowered to the People: Poizner-UCLA 
Extension Online Venture Laun... 


Monday, July 23, 2012 


This blog has written in the past about 
online education and, in particular, a 
venture called “Empowered” involving 
TRANSFORM YOUR CAREER UCLA Extension and Steve Poizner which 
seems about the launch. Poizner, some will 
recall, was a GOP candidate for governor in 
2010, losing the nomination to Meg 
Whitman in the primary (who then lost to 
Jerry Brown). The program offers 
certificates in various management and 
other fields with a sticker price of $12,800 , 
although students in the first class get a 
ar reduced price of $9,800. An iPad is thrown 
BRM eae: powa in “free,” however. 


What We Do Fields of Study Why Choose Us Tuition Get Started 








The launch comes with a slick video which — as is often the case — doesn’t load well 
unless you have a fast connection (which isn’t a good sign for an online program). 

Ever helpful, however, yours truly has reduced the video to a lower-grade version which 
should run better. Link below: 

The website for the program and launch is at http://www.empowered.com/wakeup . Other 
info on the program is also at that website. Our most recent prior post on this venture is 
at: http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/07/steve-poizner-and-ucla-extension- 
in.html 


How the Hotel Sausage Got Made 


Monday, July 23, 2012 


CaliforniaWatchhas a story on the UCLA 
hotel project that recently passed the 
Regents. It notes problems that this blog 
has pointed out: 


“(Chancellor) Block noted in his 
presentation that the hotel and conference 
center would serve not only academic 
conference attendees, but also donors, 
parents and alumni coming to UCLA for 
activities ‘in furtherance of UCLA’s 
educational mission.’ But critics have noted 
that the Internal Revenue Service has 
treated alumni, for example, as members of 
the general public, suggesting that the 
university could be exposed to the 
unrelated business income tax. According to ‘The Tax Law of Colleges and Universities’ 





UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 65 


66 





by Bertrand M. Harding, the IRS made this 
UCLA to try out the hotel ruling clear when it considered income from 
business alumni use of a university’s recreational golf 
course as unrelated to an educational 
purpose. An attorney from McKenna Long & 
Aldridge, a law firm representing the 
neighborhood group Save Westwood Village, 
noted the same IRS ruling at the regents 
meeting and in a letter to UCLA.” 

[There then follows some pithy quotes from 
yours truly in the article - which modesty 
forces me to omit - but which point out that if 
you don’t fill the 250 rooms, you can’t make 
money and that it is costless for local hotel 


CalWatch: Regents move 
forward with UCLA hotel 


despite financial concerns | owners - who oppose the project — to 


complain to the tax authorities if 


transgressions in occupancy occur. | 

So why did the Regents approve the project financing in July, after they originally refused 
to do so in March? How did the sausage get made? 

“Since (March), Regent Hadi Makarechian said, members of the (Buildings & Grounds) 
committee participated in three or four conference calls and a number of meetings and 
corresponded back and forth with UCLA officials to get answers to their questions. 
Importantly, UCLA secured a July 3 letter to the regents from the Luskins stating their 
desire to have the project on campus.” 

CaliforniaWatchobtained a copy of the letter from UCLA. One paragraph is redacted. It is 
carefully crafted — masterfully written! - to close off any option to the Regents other than 
walking away from $50 million. One sentence is particularly interesting: 

“From the outset of our discussion with UCLA, we were focused on the development of a 
residential conference center on the UCLA core campus.” 

Read that sentence carefully and you will see it does not quite say — as it might seem - 
that the Luskins originated the proposal. It says they “were focused” on it. Who focused 
them? In fact, UCLA has never denied doing the focusing “ from the outset.” Indeed, as 
our post on the July Regents session noted, President Yudof was careful not to claim that 
the Luskins originated the hotel idea. He said instead that they now wanted it as 
proposed to the Regents but that he didn’t know about the history. 

The full CaliforniaWatch article is at http://californiawatch.org/print/171771. It is also at: 
http://www.baycitizen.org/education/story/ucla-hotel-plan-moves-forward-despite/print/ 
The redacted letter can be read at: 

Open publication - Free publishing - More ucla 

No explanation is provided for UCLA's redaction in the article. 


Update: The conservative aggregator website Flashreport lists the article above and 
refers to UCLA going into the "hotel business." Below is a screenshot from the 
Flashreport website: 

(And everyone, including the Regents, refers to the facility as a "hotel.") 
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UC-Berkeley Joins Harvard-MIT Online Course 
Program 


Tuesday, July 24, 2012 


Inside Higher Ed pointed me to a story 
about UC-Berkeley’s online endeavors. A 
press release related to the story is below. 
Below that is a link to the Inside Higher Ed 
article: 


UC BERKELEY JOINS HARVARD AND 
MIT NOT-FOR-PROFIT ONLINE 
LEARNING COLLABORATIVE; EDX 
BROADENS FREE COURSE OFFERINGS 
INTO PUBLIC HEALTH, COMPUTER 
SCIENCE AND SOLID-STATE 
CHEMISTRY; OPENS REGISTRATION 
(excerpts) 

EdX, the online learning initiative founded 
by Harvard University and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and launched 
in May, announced today the addition of the University of California, Berkeley to its 
platform. UC Berkeley, ranked No. 1 among public universities in the United States in 
2012 by US News & World Report, will collaborate with edX to expand the group of 
participating "X Universities" — universities offering their courses on the edX platform. 
Through edX, the "X Universities" will provide interactive education wherever there is 
access to the Internet and will enhance teaching and learning through research about 
how students learn, and how technologies can facilitate effective teaching both on- 
campus and online. EdX plans to add other "X Universities" from around the world to the 
edX platform in the coming months. 

UC Berkeley will offer two courses on edX this Fall, and the university will also serve as 
the inaugural chair of the to-be-formed "X University" Consortium. Robert J. Birgeneau, 
the Chancellor of UC Berkeley, announced: "We are committed to excellence in online 
education with the dual goals of distributing higher education more broadly and enriching 
the quality of campus-based education. We share the vision of MIT and Harvard 
leadership and believe that collaborating with the not-for-profit model of edX is the best 
way to do this. Fiat Lux." 

Meanwhile, edX announced two new courses each from HarvardX and MITx to be 
launched on edX this fall, along with MITx's 6.002x Circuits & Electronics. All of the 
courses will be hosted from edX's website, www.edx.org. 

MIT launched its MITx online learning initiative in December 2011, with 6.002x as its 
prototype course, and more than 150,000 students worldwide enrolled. EdX was 
announced by Harvard and MIT in May, with each university committing to contribute $30 
million toward the online partnership. 

"We are very excited that UC Berkeley is joining us in this effort," said Anant Agarwal, 
President of edX. "EdX is about revolutionizing learning, and we have received a 
tremendous outpouring of excitement and interest from universities around the world. UC 
Berkeley is an extraordinary public institution Known not only for its academic excellence 
but also for its innovativeness. With this collaboration, edX is now positioned to improve 
education more rapidly, both online and on-campus worldwide." 

"From the outset, we have imagined edX as a platform to be shared with other 
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educational institutions," said MIT President L. Rafael Reif. "Berkeley's decision to join 
the effort is great news: MIT is already seeing the benefits of its collaboration with 
Harvard, and we look forward to working with our remarkable colleagues at Berkeley as 
we explore the future of online education. Together, we are sure to learn much about how 
to enrich residential education even as we reach new learners far from our campuses." 

In addition to the funding commitments by Harvard and MIT, edX has already garnered 
outside financial support, including two individual leadership gifts. MIT alumnus Philippe 
Laffont, founder and chief investment officer of Coatue Management, LLC, has made a 
gift to support MITx in honor of MIT Professor Stephen A. Ward, Laffont's thesis advisor 
at MIT. Harvard Alumnus Jonathan Grayer, former chairman and CEO of Kaplan, Inc. 
and cofounder of Weld North LLC, has made a gift in support of HarvardxX. 

Foundation support has also begun to flow in. Earlier in the summer, MIT received a 
grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Grant funds will go towards developing 
an introduction to computer science course on the edX platform and partnering with a 
postsecondary institution that targets low-income young adults to offer this introductory 
course in a "flipped classroom" setting, where students watch course videos at home and 
work together in the classroom. 

"Interest from other institutions in collaborating with edX has been enormous from the 
outset and we are delighted that the partnership announced today by Berkeley has come 
together so quickly," said Harvard President Drew Faust. "Since the beginning, our goal 
has been to broaden edX offerings by partnering with other universities who are equally 
committed to both expanding access to education and improving research about teaching 
and learning. Today's announcement is in an important step in that direction." UC 
Berkeley will bring significant, new, open source technology to the edX platform. 
Developers from UC Berkeley are working directly with the edX team to integrate the 
technology. EdX will release its learning platform as open source software so that anyone 
around the world can adopt and improve this shared tool. Timing of the release has not 
yet been determined. The (UC-Berkeley) classes to be offered on edxX this fall are: 
BerkeleyX — "Artificial Intelligence" is a course in the basic ideas and techniques 
underlying the design of intelligent computer systems, with a specific emphasis on the 
statistical and decision-theoretic modeling paradigm. By the end of this course, students 
will have built autonomous agents that reason in uncertain environments and will have 
developed machine learning algorithms that will classify handwritten digits and 
photographs. The on-campus version of the course is one of the most popular computer 
science courses at Berkeley. It will be taught by UC Berkeley Assistant Professor Pieter 
Abbeel and Associate Professor Dan Klein, a recent recipient of the Distinguished 
Teaching Award, UC Berkeley's highest teaching honor. 

BerkeleyX — "Software as a Service" teaches the fundamentals for engineering long-lived 
software using highly-productive agile techniques to develop Software as a Service 
(SaaS) using Ruby on Rails. The topics include test-driven development, behavior- 
driven/user-centric design, design patterns, legacy code, refactoring and deployment. It 
will be taught by UC Berkeley Adjunct Associate Professor Armando Fox, who has 
received teaching and mentoring awards from Stanford University, the Society of Women 
Engineers and Tau Beta Pi Honor Society, and Professor David A. Patterson, winner of 
the ACM Karl Karlstrom Teaching Award and the IEEE Mulligan Medal in Education. For 
this introductory set of courses, certificates of mastery will be available at no charge for 
each of the courses to those learners motivated and able to demonstrate their knowledge 
of the course material. 

ABOUT EDX 

EdX is a not-for-profit enterprise of its founding partners Harvard University and the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology that features learning designed specifically for 
interactive study via the web. Based on a long history of collaboration and their shared 
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educational missions the founders are creating a new online-learning experience. Anant 


Agarwal, former Director of MIT's Computer Science and Artificial Intelligence Laboratory, 


serves as the first president of edX. Along with offering online courses, the institutions will 
use edX to research how students learn and how technology can transform 
learning—both on-campus and worldwide. EdX is based in Cambridge, Massachusetts 
and is governed by MIT and Harvard. 

Full release at https://www.edx.org/press/uc-berkeley-joins-edx 

The Inside Higher E d article i S at 
http://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2012/07/24/berkeley-joins-edx 

There are advantages to being online: 


Official Description of Governor's Tax Initiative 
from the LAO 


Tuesday, July 24, 2012 





As readers of this blog will know, the Regents have 
endorsed Prop 30, the governor's tax initiative to be on the 
ballot Nov. 6, 2012. Below is the official description from 
the Legislative Analyst's Office that will be seen by voters. 


Proposition 30 


Temporary Taxes to Fund Education. Guaranteed Local Public 
Safety Funding. Initiative Constitutional Amendment. 


Summary of Legislative Analyst’s Estimate of Net State and Local Government Fiscal 
Impact 
e Fiscal Impact: Increased state tax revenues through 2018-19, averaging about $6 
billion annually over the next few years. Revenues available for funding state budget. 
In 2012-13, planned spending reductions, primarily to education programs, would not 
Occur. 
Yes/No Statement 
A YES vote on this measure means: The state would increase personal income taxes on 
high-income taxpayers for seven years and sales taxes for four years. The new tax 
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revenues would be available to fund programs in the state budget. 

A NO vote on this measure means: The state would not increase personal income taxes 
or sales taxes. State spending reductions, primarily to education programs, would take 
effect in 2012-13. 


Overview 


This measure temporarily increases the 


Figure 1 


personal income tax (PIT) rates for upper- 


State Taxes and Revenues 


¢ Increases sales tax rate by one-quarter cent for every dollar for four years. income taxpaye rs These tem pora ry tax 
¢ Increases personal income tax rates on upper-income taxpayers for seven years. " 
e Rai bout $6 billion in additional | stat from 2012-13 through i i iti 
2016-17, with smaller amounts in 2011-12, 2017-18, and 2018-19. ii increases provide additional revenues to 
State Spending pay for programs funded in the state 
| Ħ lf approved by voters, additional revenues available to help balance state budget : 
through 2018-19. budget. The state’s 2012-13 budget 
+ If rejected by voters, 2012-13 budget reduced by $6 billion. State revenues lower : 
through 2018-19. plan—approved by the Legislature and the 
Local Government Programs R 
| * Guarantees local governments receive tax revenues annually to fund program Gove rnor in J une 2 0 1 2—ass umes passage 


responsibilities transferred to them by the state in 2011. 


of this measure. The budget, however, also 
includes a backup plan that requires 
spending reductions (known as “trigger cuts”) in the event that voters reject this measure. 
This measure also places into the State Constitution certain requirements related to the 
recent transfer of some state program responsibilities to local governments. Figure 1 
summarizes the main provisions of this proposition, which are discussed in more detail 
below. 


State Taxes and Revenues 


Background 


The General Fund is the state’s main operating account. In the 2010-11 fiscal year (which 
ran from July 1, 2010 to June 30, 2011), the General Fund’s total revenues were $93 
billion. The General Fund’s three largest revenue sources are the PIT, the sales tax, and 
the corporate income tax. Sales Tax. Sales tax rates in California differ by locality. 
Currently, the average sales tax rate is just over 8 percent. A portion of sales tax 
revenues goes to the state, while the rest is allocated to local governments. The state 
General Fund received $27 billion of sales tax revenues during the 2010-11 fiscal year. 
Personal Income Tax. The PIT is a tax on wage, business, investment, and other income 
of individuals and families. State PIT rates range from 1 percent to 9.3 percent on the 
portions of a taxpayer’s income in each of several income brackets. (These are referred 
to as marginal tax rates.) Higher marginal tax rates are charged as income increases. 
The tax revenue generated from this tax—totaling $49.4 billion during the 2010-11 fiscal 
year—is deposited into the state’s General Fund. In addition, an extra 1 percent tax 
applies to annual income over $1 million (with the associated revenue dedicated to 
mental health services). 


Proposal 


Increases Sales Tax Rate From 2013 Through 2016. This measure temporarily increases 
the statewide sales tax rate by one-quarter cent for every dollar of goods purchased. This 
higher tax rate would be in effect for four years—from January 1, 2013 through the end of 
2016. Increases Personal Income Tax Rates From 2012 Through 2018. As shown in 
Figure 2, this measure increases the existing 9.3 percent PIT rates on higher incomes. 
The additional marginal tax rates would increase as taxable income increases. For joint 
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filers, for example, an additional 1 percent 


| Figure 2 

marginal tax rate would be imposed on 
ingle Flr cintFilers! filers Marginal Additional income between $500,000 and $600,000 
e e he d per year, increasing the total rate to 10.3 


17,346-27 ,377 34,692-54,754 34,692-44,721 


27377-38004 8475476008  44721-55.348 percent. Similarly, an additional 2 percent 


38,004-48,029 76,008-96,058 55,348-65,376 


48,029-250,000 96,058-500,000 65,376-340,000 f P 5 
250,000-200,000  500,000.800,000  340,000-403,000 0% marginal tax rate would be imposed on 
300,000-500,000 600,000-1 ,000,000 408,000-680,000 


Over 500,000 Over 1,000,000 Over 680,000 ; ; income between $600,000 and $1 million, 


a Income brackets shown were in effect and will be adjusted for inflation in future years. Single filers also include married individuals and 


t tion i nclude 
registered domestic ers (| axes separately. Joint filers include married and RDP couples who file jointly, as well as qualified 
d. 


peenaa nenm eenen | and an additional 3 percent marginal tax 
rate would be imposed on income above $1 

million, increasing the total rates on these income brackets to 11.3 percent and 12.3 
percent, respectively. These new tax rates would affect about 1 percent of California PIT 
filers. (These taxpayers currently pay about 40 percent of state personal income taxes.) 
The tax rates would be in effect for seven years—starting in the 2012 tax year and ending 
at the conclusion of the 2018 tax year. (Because the rate increase would apply as of 
January 1, 2012, affected taxpayers likely would have to make larger payments in the 
coming months to account for the full-year effect of the rate increase.) The additional 1 
percent rate for mental health services would still apply to income in excess of $1 million. 
Proposition 30’s rate changes, therefore, would increase these taxpayers’ marginal PIT 
rate from 10.3 percent to 13.3 percent. Proposition 38 on this ballot would also increase 
PIT rates. The nearby box describes what would happen if both measures are approved. 
What Happens if Voters Approve Both Proposition 30 and Proposition 38? 

State Constitution Specifies What Happens if Two Measures Conflict. If provisions of two 
measures approved on the same statewide ballot conflict, the Constitution specifies that 
the provisions of the measure receiving more “yes” votes prevail. Proposition 30 and 
Proposition 38 on this statewide ballot both increase personal income tax (PIT) rates and, 
as such, could be viewed as conflicting. 

Measures State That Only One Set of Tax Increases Goes Into Effect. Proposition 30 and 
Proposition 38 both contain sections intended to clarify which provisions are to become 
effective if both measures pass: 





e If Proposition 30 Receives More Yes Votes. Proposition 30 contains a section 
indicating that its provisions would prevail in their entirety and none of the provisions 
of any other measure increasing PIT rates—in this case Proposition 38—would go 
into effect. 

If Proposition 38 Receives More Yes Votes. Proposition 38 contains a section 
indicating that its provisions would prevail and the tax rate provisions of any other 
measure affecting sales or PIT rates—in this case Proposition 30—would not go into 
effect. Under this scenario, the spending reductions known as the “trigger cuts” 
would take effect as a result of Proposition 30’s tax increases not going into effect. 


Fiscal Effect 


Additional State Revenues Through 2018-19. Over the five fiscal years in which both the 
sales tax and PIT increases would be in effect (2012-13 through 2016-17), the average 
annual state revenue gain resulting from this measure’s tax increases is estimated at 
around $6 billion. Smaller revenue increases are likely in 2011-12, 2017-18, and 2018-19 
due to the phasing in and phasing out of the higher tax rates. Revenues Could Change 
Significantly From Year to Year. The revenues raised by this measure could be subject to 
multibillion-dollar swings—either above or below the revenues projected above. This is 
because the vast majority of the additional revenue from this measure would come from 
the PIT rate increases on upper-income taxpayers. Most income reported by upper- 
income taxpayers is related in some way to their investments and businesses, rather than 
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wages and salaries. While wages and salaries for upper-income taxpayers fluctuate to 
some extent, their investment income may change significantly from one year to the next 
depending upon the performance of the stock market, housing prices, and the economy. 
For example, the current mental health tax on income over $1 million generated about 
$730 million in 2009-10 but raised more than twice that amount in previous years. Due to 
these swings in the income of these taxpayers and the uncertainty of their responses to 
the rate increases, the revenues raised by this measure are difficult to estimate. 


State Spending 


Background 


State General Fund Supports Many Public Programs. Revenues deposited into the 
General Fund support a variety of programs—including public schools, public 
universities, health programs, social services, and prisons. School spending is the largest 
part of the state budget. Earlier propositions passed by state voters require the state to 
provide a minimum annual amount—commonly called the Proposition 98 minimum 
guarantee—for schools (kindergarten through high school) and community colleges 
(together referred to as K-14 education). The minimum guarantee is funded through a 
combination of state General Fund and local property tax revenues. In many years, the 
calculation of the minimum guarantee is highly sensitive to changes in state General 
Fund revenues. In years when General Fund revenues grow by a large amount, the 
guarantee is likely to increase by a large amount. A large share of the state and local 
funding that is allocated to schools and community colleges is “unrestricted,” meaning 
that they may use the funds for any educational purpose. 


Proposal 


New Tax Revenues Available to Fund Schools and Help Balance the Budget. The 
revenue generated by the measure’s temporary tax increases would be included in the 
calculations of the Proposition 98 minimum guarantee—raising the guarantee by billions 
of dollars each year. A portion of the new revenues therefore would be used to support 
higher school funding, with the remainder helping to balance the state budget. From an 
accounting perspective, the new revenues would be deposited into a newly created state 
account called the Education Protection Account (EPA). Of the funds in the account, 89 
percent would be provided to schools and 11 percent to community colleges. Schools 
and community colleges could use these funds for any educational purpose. The funds 
would be distributed the same way as existing unrestricted per-student funding, except 
that no school district would receive less than $200 in EPA funds per student and no 
community college district would receive less than $100 in EPA funds per full-time 
student. 


Fiscal Effect if Measure Is Approved 


2012-13 Budget Plan Relies on Voter Approval of This Measure. The Legislature and the 
Governor adopted a budget plan in June to address a substantial projected budget deficit 
for the 2012-13 fiscal year as well as projected budget deficits in future years. The 2012- 
13 budget plan (1) assumes that voters approve this measure and (2) spends the 
resulting revenues on various state programs. A large share of the revenues generated 
by this measure is spent on schools and community colleges. This helps explain the large 
increase in funding for schools and community colleges in 2012-13—a $6.6 billion 
increase (14 percent) over 2011-12. Almost all of this increase is used to pay K-14 
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expenses from the previous year and reduce delays in some state 

K-14 payments. Given the large projected budget deficit, the budget plan also includes 
actions to constrain spending in some health and social services programs, decrease 
state employee compensation, use one-time funds, and borrow from other state 
accounts. Effect on Budgets Through 2018-19. This measure’s additional tax revenues 
would be available to help balance the state budget through 2018-19. The additional 
revenues from this measure provide several billion dollars annually through 2018-19 that 
would be available for a wide range of purposes—including funding existing state 
programs, ending K-14 education payment delays, and paying other state debts. Future 
actions of the Legislature and the Governor would determine the use of these funds. At 
the same time, due to swings in the income of upper-income taxpayers, potential state 
revenue fluctuations under this measure could complicate state budgeting in some years. 
After the proposed tax increases expire, the loss of the associated tax revenues could 
create additional budget pressure in subsequent years. 


Fiscal Effect if Measure Is Rejected 
Backup Budget Plan Reduces Spending if 


Figure 3 Voters Reject This Measure. |f this measure 
2012-13 Spending Reductions if fails, the state would not receive the additional 
Voters Reject Proposition 30 revenues generated by the proposition’s tax 
(29 BERGE) increases. In this situation, the 2012-13 budget 
Schools and community colleges plan requires that its spending be reduced by 
University of California ‘ops . 
Callforhia State Uniwerelty $6 billion. These trigger cuts, as currently 
Department of Developmental Services scheduled in state law, are shown in Figure 3. 
oe Separiment grants Almost all the reductions are to education 
DWR flood control programs programs—$5.4 billion to K-14 education and 
TPCRLARIGEESEY PAm gan $500 million to public universities. Of the K-14 
Department of Fish and Game : Po ; ; 
Department of Parks and Recreation reductions, roughly $3 billion is a cut in 
DOJ law enforcement programs unrestricted funding. Schools and community 
Total . l . 

om colleges could respond to this cut in various 
DWR = Department of Water Resources; DOJ = Department of } i , 

Justice. ways, including drawing down reserves, 





shortening the instructional year for schools, 
and reducing enrollment for community colleges. The remaining $2.4 billion reduction 
would increase the amount of late payments to schools and community colleges back to 
the 2011-12 level. This could affect the cash needs of schools and community colleges 
late in the fiscal year, potentially resulting in greater short-term borrowing. Effect on 
Budgets Through 2018-19. If this measure is rejected by voters, state revenues would be 
billions of dollars lower each year through 2018-19 than if the measure were approved. 
Future actions of the Legislature and the Governor would determine how to balance the 
state budget at this lower level of revenues. Future state budgets could be balanced 
through cuts to schools or other programs, new revenues, and one-time actions. 


Local Government Programs 


Background 


In 2011, the state transferred the responsibility for administering and funding several 
programs to local governments (primarily counties). The transferred program 
responsibilities include incarcerating certain adult offenders, supervising parolees, and 
providing substance abuse treatment services. To pay for these new obligations, the 
Legislature passed a law transferring about $6 billion of state tax revenues to local 
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governments annually. Most of these funds come from a shift of a portion of the sales tax 
from the state to local governments. 


Proposal 


This measure places into the Constitution certain provisions related to the 2011 transfer 
of state program responsibilities. Guarantees Ongoing Revenues to Local Governments. 
This measure requires the state to continue providing the tax revenues redirected in 2011 
(or equivalent funds) to local governments to pay for the transferred program 
responsibilities. The measure also permanently excludes the sales tax revenues 
redirected to local governments from the calculation of the minimum funding guarantee 
for schools and community colleges. Restricts State Authority to Expand Program 
Requirements. Local governments would not be required to implement any future state 
laws that increase local costs to administer the program responsibilities transferred in 
2011, unless the state provided additional money to pay for the increased costs. 
Requires State to Share Some Unanticipated Program Costs. The measure requires the 
state to pay part of any new local costs that result from certain court actions and changes 
in federal statutes or regulations related to the transferred program responsibilities. 
Eliminates Potential Mandate Funding Liability. Under the Constitution, the state must 
reimburse local governments when it imposes new responsibilities or “mandates” upon 
them. Under current law, the state could be required to provide local governments with 
additional funding (mandate reimbursements) to pay for some of the transferred program 
responsibilities. This measure specifies that the state would not be required to provide 
such mandate reimbursements. Ends State Reimbursement of Open Meeting Act Costs. 
The Ralph M. Brown Act requires that all meetings of local legislative bodies be open and 
public. In the past, the state has reimbursed local governments for costs resulting from 
certain provisions of the Brown Act (such as the requirement to prepare and post 
agendas for public meetings). This measure specifies that the state would not be 
responsible for paying local agencies for the costs of following the open meeting 
procedures in the Brown Act. 


Fiscal Effects 


State Government. State costs could be higher for the transferred programs than they 
otherwise would have been because this measure (1) guarantees that the state will 
continue providing funds to local governments to pay for them, (2) requires the state to 
share part of the costs associated with future federal law changes and court cases, and 
(3) authorizes local governments to refuse to implement new state laws and regulations 
that increase their costs unless the state provides additional funds. These potential costs 
would be offset in part by the measure’s provisions eliminating any potential state 
mandate liability from the 2011 program transfer and Brown Act procedures. The net 
fiscal effect of these provisions is not possible to determine and would depend on future 
actions by elected officials and the courts. Local Government. The factors discussed 
above would have the opposite fiscal effect on local governments. That is, local 
government revenues could be higher than they otherwise would have been because the 
state would be required to (1) continue providing funds to local governments to pay for 
the program responsibilities transferred in 2011 and (2) pay all or part of the costs 
associated with future federal and state law changes and court cases. These increased 
local revenues would be offset in part by the measure’s provisions eliminating local 
government authority to receive mandate reimbursements for the 2011 program shift and 
Brown Act procedures. The net fiscal effect of these provisions is not possible to 
determine and would depend on future actions by elected officials and the courts. 


UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 


Summary 


If voters approve this measure, the state sales tax rate would increase for four years and 
PIT rates would increase for seven years, generating an estimated $6 billion annually in 
additional state revenues, on average, between 2012-13 and 2016-17. (Smaller revenue 
increases are likely for the 2011-12, 2017-18, and 2018-19 fiscal years.) These revenues 
would be used to help fund the state’s 2012-13 budget plan and would be available to 
help balance the budget over the next seven years. The measure also would guarantee 
that local governments continue to annually receive the share of state tax revenues 
transferred in 2011 to pay for the shift of some state program responsibilities to local 
governments. If voters reject this measure, state sales tax and PIT rates would not 
increase. Because funds from these tax increases would not be available to help fund the 
state’s 2012-13 budget plan, state spending in 2012-13 would be reduced by about $6 
billion, with almost all the reductions related to education. In future years, state revenues 
would be billions of dollars lower than if the measure were approved. 

A pdf version of the text above is available at 
http://www.lao.ca.gov/ballot/2012/30_11_2012.pdf 


UPDATE: More info on the proposition: 


Proposition 30 

e Ballot Label (pdf ~117KB) 

e htto:/www.sos.ca.gov/elections/vig-public-display/1 10612-general-election/prop- 
30/prop-30-ballot-label. pdf 

e Title & Summary (pdf ~170KB) 

e htto:/www.sos.ca.gov/elections/vig-public-display/1 10612-general-election/prop- 
30/prop-30-title-summary.pdf 

e Legislative Analysis (pdf ~2.6MB) 

e htto:/www.sos.ca.gov/elections/vig-public-display/1 10612-general-election/prop- 
30/prop-30-leg-analysis. pdf 

e Argument in Favor (pdf ~497KB) 

e htto:/www.sos.ca.gov/elections/vig-public-display/1 10612-general-election/prop- 
30/prop-30-arg-in-favor. pdf 

e Rebuttal to Argument in Favor (pdf ~202KB) 

e htto:/www.sos.ca.gov/elections/vig-public-display/1 10612-general-election/prop- 
30/prop-30-rebut-arg-in-favor. pdf 

e Argument Against (pdf ~365KB) 

e htto:/www.sos.ca.gov/elections/vig-public-display/1 10612-general-election/prop- 
30/prop-30-arg-against. pdf 

e Rebuttal to Argument Against (pdf ~330KB) 

e htto:/www.sos.ca.gov/elections/vig-public-display/1 10612-general-election/prop- 
30/prop-30-rebut-arg-against. pdf 

e Text of Proposed Law (pdf ~3.7MB) 

e htto:/www.sos.ca.gov/elections/vig-public-display/1 10612-general-election/prop- 
30/prop-30-text. pdf 
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13 Not a Lucky Number for Lawsuit 
Wednesday, July 25, 2012 


Proposition 13 of 1978 is noted mainly for its major reduction and capping of property 
taxes. As has been reported previously on this blog, former UCLA Chancellor Charles 
Young filed a lawsuit challenging another feature of Prop 13, the requirement for a two- 
thirds vote in the legislature for tax increases. News reports indicate that the premise of 
the suit has been twice rejected. It is unclear if there will now be a further appeal to the 
California Supreme Court. 


Details: ... The 2nd District Court of Appeal in Los Angeles on Tuesday denied, without 
comment, an appeal of a lower court decision rejecting a challenge to [Prop 13] from 
Charles Young, the former chancellor of the UCLA campus. Although Proposition 13 was 
upheld by the state Supreme Court shortly after its passage, Young contended that by 
requiring a two-thirds legislative vote for imposing new taxes, the measure constituited a 
"revision" of the state constitution that could not be enacted by voters. While voter- 
approved initiatives can amend the constitution, revisions -- a more fundamental form of 
change -- must go through a constitutional convention or a constitutional revision 
commission... 


Full story at http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/20 12/0 7/california-appellate-court- 
turns-back-challenge-to-proposition-13.html 

Overturning the two-thirds requirement would be a major change in California's post-13 
fiscal arrangements. There have been several unsuccessful legal challenges to Prop 13 
since it was enacted. The most well known (but unsuccessful) challenge, which went 
before the U.S. Supreme Court, was the Nordlinger case. Background: 


Update: | am told an appeal of the current case to the California Supreme Court is likely. 
U-CVS-LA? 
Thursday, July 26, 2012 


Why does the item below make me nervous? From the LA 
Times (excerpt): 


UCLA doctors to oversee 11 CVS in-store clinics: Doctors 
will serve as medical directors for 11 CVS MinuteClinics in 
Los Angeles County through an agreement with UCLA 
Health System. 

Pharmacy giant CVS Caremark Corp. and UCLA Health 
System are teaming up to treat patients in 11 in-store 
clinics in Los Angeles County as one remedy to a growing 
shortage of primary care physicians. Under this 
arrangement, UCLA physicians will serve as medical 
directors overseeing 11 CVS MinuteClinics and the two 
entities will share electronic medical records. 

...Drugstore chains and major retailers are opening more 
of these walk-in clinics to capitalize on the influx of newly 
insured patients under the Affordable Care Act. ...A study by Rand Corp., a nonprofit 
think tank in Santa Monica, found these clinics provide care at 30% to 40% lower cost 
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than similar care provided at a physician's office and that the care provided for routine 
illnesses was of similar quality. But some physicians express concern about these clinics 
treating more patients with chronic and often serious illnesses such as diabetes and 
hypertension. 

Full story at http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-cvs-clinics-ucla- 
20120725,0,5148615.story 

What could possibly go wrong? 


We're Number Nine! (In 4-Year Graduation Rate) 
Thursday, July 26, 2012 


Click on image to enlarge. From the 
Percentage of students graduating with bachelor's degree in four years S a cra m e nt O B e e at 

| http://www.sacbee.com/2012/07/16/463507 
0/see-which-california-colleges.html 
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Japanese Garden Ruling Expected July 27 


Thursday, July 26, 2012 


“Hannah Carter Garden Ruling Expected Today” 
(Which Means Tomorrow — July 27) 
By Laura Coleman 


L.A. Superior Court Judge Lisa Hart Cole is today* expected to rule on whether to halt 
UCLA’s pending sale of the Hannah Carter Japanese Garden. Cole postponed judgment 
earlier this month on issuing a preliminary injunction opposing the sale, which was filed 
by the heirs of Hannah Carter on June 13, until she was able to determine whether the 
university is a charitable trust or a public entity. The Kyoto-style Bel Air garden, 
bequeathed to the university by former UC Regent Edward Carter with the stipulation that 
it be maintained “in perpetuity”... 

*Since this is the July 27 edition, “today” means Friday, July 27. 

Full article on page 4 of e-edition of the Beverly Hills Courier — July 27, 2012 - which is 
available at http://ohcourier.com/e-edition . (Note: If you are looking at this item at a later 
date, you may see a later edition of the newspaper.) 
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Has the Worm Turned in the UCLA Lab Fire 
Trial? 


Friday, July 27, 2012 


From the LA Times: (excerpt) 


Criminal proceedings against UCLA 
chemistry professor Patrick Harran took a 
bizarre turn Thursday when the defense 
alleged in court papers that the state's chief 
investigator in the accidental death of a lab 
worker committed murder as a teenager in 
1985. The investigator, Brian Baudendistel, 
denied it... 





Baudendistel, a senior special investigator for the California Division of Occupational 
Safety and Health, was instrumental in building the criminal case against Harran and 
UCLA with a 95-page report that blamed both in the death of 23-year-old Sheharbano 
"Sheri" Sangji. She suffered fatal burns when a experiment burst into flames in December 
2008... 


In late December, however, the Los Angeles County district attorney's office charged 
Harran and the UC regents with three counts each of willfully violating occupational 
safety and health standards. After months of plea negotiations, the defendants are due 
back in Superior Court on Friday to be arraigned — or to announce if any deals have 
been struck. In his filing, which includes a motion to quash Harran's arrest warrant, his 
defense attorney, Thomas O'Brien, signaled that he would seek to put Baudendistel's 
credibility on trial... 


The defense filing states that a private investigator tracked down the information on 
Baudendistel's past and that it was presented it to the district attorney's office on June 1. 
Prosecutors at first told the defense that the Cal/OSHA investigator was not the same 
Baudendistel, the filing states, but later determined through a fingerprint match that he 
was and notified the defense lawyers of that this week... 


Full story at 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-lab-death-20120727,0,2641965.story 

Note: Earlier posts related to this matter can be found at: 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/04/too-much-old-radio.html 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/03/da-overreaching.html 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/201 1/12/ucla-professor-charged-in-2008-lab- 


fire.Atml 


Update: It appears that the worm only partly turned. Below is an email sent today to 
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UCLA faculty and staff from the chancellor on this matter: 


To the Campus Community: 

The tragic accident in December 2008 that took research associate Sheri Sangji’s life 
was a terrible day for everyone at UCLA and devastating for the Sangji family. In the 
wake of that tragedy, | made a pledge that UCLA would do everything in its power to 
become a national model for lab safety. Since then, we have worked to meet this 
challenge and today the Los Angeles County District Attorney has accepted our ongoing 
commitment to lab safety and agreed to dismiss all charges against the Regents of the 
University of California. 

Unfortunately, this does not resolve this case. A valued and respected member of our 
faculty, Professor Patrick Harran, continues to face unwarranted charges in connection 
with the tragedy, which he is determined to fight. The decision by the District Attorney’s 
office to move forward with its prosecution is distressing and, even though the Regents 
have been released from this case, our engagement is far from over. UCLA and the 
Regents will continue our unwavering support for Professor Harran, a talented organic 
chemistry professor. We will continue to fully provide for his defense. 

To honor Ms. Sangji’s memory, the Regents will establish a $500,000 scholarship in her 
name at the UC Berkeley School of Law — which sent her an acceptance letter shortly 
after the accident. We will also continue our work in lab safety, which will include 
establishing a lab safety program and policies for all 10 University of California 
campuses. 

Long before these charges were ever filed, UCLA began working to enhance lab safety 
on our own campus and established the now nationally-recognized UC Center for 
Laboratory Safety. We realized it was critical that we do everything possible to prevent 
such a tragedy from ever happening again — and that we help spread the message of lab 
safety throughout labs worldwide.As I’ve said before, great institutions are measured by 
how they respond in difficult times. | am proud of the accomplishments of our students, 
faculty and staff in improving lab safety; their work will continue. UCLA’s long tradition of 
excellence and high standards demands it. 

Sincerely,Gene D. BlockChancellor === 

Update: CaliforniaWatch's story on the settlement is at 
http://californiawatch.org/dailyreport/criminal-case-settled-uc-regents-over-ucla-lab-fire- 
17314 


Sale of Japanese Garden Stopped by Court 
Ruling 


Friday, July 27, 2012 


From the Beverly Hills Courier website: Supporters of UCLA maintaining the Hannah 
Carter Japanese Garden received their largest victory to date when L.A. Superior Court 
Judge Lisa Hart Cole today ruled to grant a preliminary injunction halting the sale of the 
Bel Air garden. The injunction enjoins the Regents from selling the parcel they 
contractually agreed to “maintain in perpetuity” in 1982 pending a definitive ruling on the 
lawsuit filed by the heirs of Hannah Carter to permanently halt the Garden’s sale. 

... The 1.5-acre Garden has been at the forefront of controversy since UCLA undertook 
efforts to sell the Zen-like retreat and adjacent residence just one year after Carter’s 
death. Both properties were willed to the University by former UC Regent Edward Carter 
in 1964 and had been listed for sale by Coldwell Banker for a total of $14.7 million. 

David Moran, the Manatt attorney representing UCLA, told Cole that the university was 
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unlikely to proceed with the sale of the 
residence without the garden. In anticipation 
of a possible trial, which Moran said could 
take up to a year, Cole required the 
defendants to post a $110,000 bond within 
10 days, at which time the injunction will 
become effective... 

... A Charitable trust is dependent on the 
intent of the donors,” [Judge Cole] said. 
“The conduct of the Regents...is contrary to 
the concept of how charitable trusts should 
be handled... 

Full article at http://ohcourier.com/I-a-judge- 
halts-pending-sale-hannah-carter-japanese- 
garden/2012/07/27 

Maybe it's time for UCLA and the Regents 
to stop and think it over. Wouldn't a compromise that preserves the Garden be a better 
outcome than expensive further litigation? Or are we just going to march forward 
regardless of consequences as on the hotel project? UPDATE: The Los Angeles Times 
story on the court decision is at http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-0728-japanese- 
garden-20120728,0,5846491.story 


We Repeat Our Earlier Observation: Jaw Jaw Is 
Better Than War War o... 


saturday, July 28, 2012 


Yesterday, this blog posted news that 
UCLA’s proposed sale of the Hannah 
Carter had been halted by a court decision. 
A quote from the decision which sends the 
case for trial in the future: 


Plaintiffs sufficiently establish a reasonable 
probability of prevailing on the merits of this 
action based on their characterization of the 
transaction as an enforceable contractual 
exchange of consideration between UCLA and Edward Carter. In exchange for 
conveyance of the residential parcel, Carter accepted UCLA’s promise to keep the 
Garden Parcel as the Hannah Carter Japanese Gardens in perpetuity. Plaintiffs also 
establish that UCLA has breached the 1982 Amendment by selling and dismantling the 
Gardens and taking steps to sell the Garden Parcel entirely, including obtaining a probate 
court judgment allowing them to sell the Garden Parcel. (pdf page 7 at link) 

The full decision is at the link below for legal beagles. But Winston Churchill’s advice 
from the headline to this post and from our May 12, 2012 post on this matter (see 
http://www.bartleby.com//73/1914.htmliand 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/05/winston-churchill-on-japanese- 
garden.html) might well be heeded by UCLA before getting into more expensive litigation. 
Looking for a compromise with the plaintiffs — rather than pursuing a legal battle which 
the court decision indicates UCLA is likely to lose — would be the appropriate path. As we 
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noted in the hotel case (apparently to no avail), there are usually alternatives if only one 
takes a deep breath, pauses, and explores them. The search has to be genuine, of 
course, and not the supposed exploration for show that went on in the hotel affair. 


Open publication - Free publishing - More japanese garden 
Compromise is part of life. Try it, UCLA. You might like it: 


March on the Japanese Garden! 


Sunday, July 29, 2012 


That's Fredric March. (Young folks can 
Google him.) Yesterday on this blog, we 
provided Winston Churchill's advice to 
UCLA on the Hannah Carter Japanese 
Garden, now that a court has blocked the 
sale. 


Here is what Fredric advises along the 
same lines as Winston: 





Solar Power Breakthrough Reported at UCLA 
Sunday, July 29, 2012 


The LA Times carries an article today on a 
new solar film being developed at UCLA: 
(excerpt) 


One of the holy grails of solar cell 
technology may have been found, with 
researchers at UCLA announcing they have 
created a new organic polymer that 
produces electricity, is nearly transparent 
and is more durable and malleable than 
silicon. The applications are mind-boggling. 
Windows that produce electricity. Buildings wrapped in transparent solar cells. Laptops 
and phones — or even cars or planes — whose outer coverings act as chargers. It might 
even be sprayed on as a liquid. The promise of cheap and easy-to-apply site-generated 
solar electricity might now be a lot closer to reality. Of course, the idea of solar films and 
solar plastics is not new. The breakthrough to making a transparent film, however, came 
with isolating only one band of light in the spectrum. 
1A solar film] harvests light and turns it into electricity. In our case, we harvest only the 
infrared part,” says Professor Yang Yang at UCLA’s California Nanosystems Institute, 
who has headed up the research on the new photovoltaic polymer. Absorbing only the 
infrared light, he explains, means the material doesn’t have to be dark or black or blue, 
like most silicon photovoltaic panels. It can be clear. “We have developed a material that 
absorbs infrared and is all transparent to the visible light.”... Full story at 
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http://www.latimes.com/news/local/environment/la-me-gs-ucla-transparent-solar-film- 
could-be-gamechanger-20120727,0,42/7126/7.story 


Don't Click 


Monday, July 30, 2012 


You may receive an email which starts 
with: 


Dear Bruin OnLine E-mail user, This is to 
inform all users that our server 
upgrade/maintenance is scheduled for 
August 30 2012. You may experience login 
problems during this period. We are having 
congestion due to various anonymous 
account registrations and on this note, we 
are deactivating some accounts that are no 
longer active and your account may be 
deactivated if no action is taken... 





It gives you a link to click. Don't do it. It is spam and may be malicious. 


Taxes, Taxes: News on the Tax Front 
Monday, July 30, 2012 


The Sacramento Bee today is reporting various news on 
the tax front. As readers of this blog will know, there are 
three tax measures on the ballot: the governor's plan which 
the Regents recently endorsed, the Molly Munger school 
tax (Prop 38), and a close-corporate loophole tax (Prop 
39). Folk wisdom has it that where there are too many 
measures on the same subject, voters may reject all of 
them in confusion. 
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California’s 
Tax Machine 


Second Edition 


In part to overcome that confusion, the legislature passed 
a bill that effectively put the governor's plan as the first 
Initiative on the ballot (Prop 30). In order to do it by 
majority (not supermajority) vote, the bill was ostensibly 
made into a budget enactment by including a nominal 
$1,000 appropriation. This action was challenged in court 
by Munger - who feels her tax is being disadvantaged - 
and the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Assn. - which is anti-tax. Munger apparently dropped 
the challenge but the Jarvis group continued it. There will be a hearing today, it is 
reported in the Bee. See: 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/07/california-legislature-submits-its-own- 
defense-of-ballot-reordering-bill.htm! 
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It is clear that Munger has the money to run a campaign for her tax. Apparently, the 
supporters of the close-corporate loophole tax have some money, too. They took a full- 
page ad out in the Bee: 

Sac Bee Ad - 7-26-12 - Final 


The state Democratic Party endorsed the governor's plan which is no surprise. It was less 
clear what it might do about the other two but it has now opposed the Munger tax and 
decided to be neutral on the third tax on corporate loopholes. See: 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/07/california-democratic-party-endorses- 
jerry-brown-tax-initiative.html| 


And there is also news related to the tobacco tax that narrowly lost on the ballot in June. 
A recount was requested and the result is to be reported today: 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/0/7/am-alert-yes-on-proposition-39- 
campaign-throws-down-gauntlet.html 


What does it all mean? All we can say is that no one likes the tax man: 


Cheery Twitter Account 
Monday, July 30, 2012 


Here is a cheery Twitter account you can 
follow which features notes and photos of 
failed businesses and empty stores in 
Westwood, just south of campus. (It does 





note new business openings as well.) 
https://twitter.com/westwoodisdying 


UCLA's Capstones Reviewed in Chronicle of 
Higher Ed 


Monday, July 30, 2012 


Every UCLA undergrad with a dollar bill can 

see a capstone. Indeed, that particular 
capstone can see him/her, or so it appears. 
However, the Chronicle is reviewing 
capstone courses and their merits and 
demerits. 


College Too Easy? UCLA Makes It Tougher 
== By Dan Berrett (excerpt): During a review of 
s3 a eas T 2S E undergraduate programs at the University of 
ce. po y = California at {sic] Los Angeles, Judith L. 
ws dy Be Smith was struck by an uncomfortable 
realization: Too many majors demanded too 
little from students. Some students could 
graduate without ever taking a senior 
seminar or completing a substantial research 
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project. The result, says Ms. Smith, vice provost for undergraduate education, is that 
students could "be pedestrians and walk through the major." Just as UCLA had done 
when it revised its general education requirements, the university saw that it needed to 
reboot its upper level undergraduate courses. The institution coalesced around the idea 
of capstones, which are cumulative projects that students complete near the end of 
college... [The article goes on to discuss capstone offerings in different departments and 
their pros and cons.] 


Full story at 
http://chronicle.com/article/College- Too-Easy-UCLA-Makes/133187/ 


The Tax Battle Begins 


Tuesday, July 31, 2012 


The tax initiative battle seems to be 
beginning. A couple of weeks ago, we 
posted a YouTube ad favoring the 
governors tax initiative.* It was longer than 
a typical 30-60 second TV ad, but probably 
provided a clue to what the TV pro-initiative 
ads would emphasize. We now have a 
radio ad from the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers 
Assn. which suggests that the anti side will 
emphasize public pensions, public-sector 
unions, and the cost of the governor's high- 
speed rail plan. The radio ad doesn't 
specifically name the governor’s tax plan 
and could just as easily be seen as 
opposition to any of the three tax initiatives 





on the November ballot. 


The ad is also somewhat reminiscent of ads run for Gov. Schwarzenegger's “Year-of- 
Reform” initiatives in 2005, all of which failed at the ballot. It seems more focused on 
issues that appeal to already-anti-tax voters than to middle-of-the-road types which is a 
bit odd since polls indicate that passage of the governor's tax plan is a toss-up at this 
point and it’s the middle that will decide things. Still, as noted, it is a toss-up. === *Go to 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/07/preview-of-coming-campaign-for- 
orop-30.htmlfor the earlier post. === The new radio ad can be heard at the link below: 


something to keep in mind from our colleagues at 
UC-Irvine 


Tuesday, July 31, 2012 


People with exceptional memory recall, have different brains 

People who can easily recall every moment of their lives have different brains than 
others, a new study has claimed. University of California-Irvinescientists have found 
fascinating differences in the brains and mental processes of an extraordinary group of 
people who can effortlessly recall every moment of their lives since about age 10, the 
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‘Science Daily' reported. The phenomenon 
of highly superior autobiographical memory 
first documented in 2006 by UCI 
4 @ neurobiologist James McGaugh and 
‘ D colleagues in a woman identified as "AJ" 
has been profiled on CBS's '60 Minutes' 
S md and in hundreds of other media outlets. 
..The researchers have assessed more 
than 500 people who thought they might 
possess highly superior autobiographical memory and have confirmed 33 to date, 
including the 11 in the paper, according to the journal. All had variations in nine structures 
of their brains compared to those of control subjects, including more robust white matter 
linking the middle and front parts. 
... However, these people with exceptional autobiographical memory did not score well on 
the routine memory tests. Only when asked about public or private events that occurred 
after age 10, "they were remarkably better at recalling the details of their lives," said 
McGaugh, senior author on the study. 
Full story at http://www.business-standard.com/generalnews/news/peopleexceptional- 
memory-recall-have-different-brains/38835/ 
These folks couldn't be UC-Irvine grads, could they? 





What Management Thinks 


Wednesday, August 01, 2012 


Inside Higher Ed has provided an 
interesting survey on how management at 
mProvosts CFOs universities (national survey) thinks about 
financial circumstances. The chart above 
gives some indication of what you can find 
out. It indicates that both financial officers 
and provosts are skeptical about faculty 
understanding of financial issues. CFOs are 
more likely than provosts (academics) to 
think more spending cuts can be made 


Provosts and CFOs on Faculty and Budget Cuts (percentage who agree/strongly agree) 











Faculty are realistic about My institution can make 


the financial challenges additional and significant spending without an impact on quality although only a 


confronting my institution. cuts without hurting quality. 





minority of CFOs feel that way. 


You can find a lengthy article on the survey with a link to the actual document at 
http://www. insidehighered.com/news/survey/business_officer_2012 


Since there is skepticism about faculty understanding of money issues, we provide this 
helpful lesson below: 
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Advice from the Beatles on the Japanese Garden 


Wednesday, August 01, 2012 


In earlier posts, we have noted advice from 
Fredric March and Winston Churchill to 
UCLA on the sale of the Japanese Garden 
— now halted by court order. The local 
newspaper for the Japanese-American 
community in LA, Rafu Shimpo, has a 
lengthy article today on the sale and the 
court decision which also suggests the 
sensitivity of this matter to the Japanese- 
American community. Example: 

...One garden supporter commented that choosing Aug. 15 — V-J (Victory over Japan) 
Day — as the day to open the bids “tells us how they are culturally senseless as a world- 
class educational institution. ”... 

Full article at http://rafu.com/news/2012/08/judge-grants-injunction-on-uclas-sale-of- 
japanese-garden/ 

In the past, UCLA has shown more sensitivity, notably in its retroactive award of degrees 
to students of Japanese origin who were interned during World War Il and could not 
complete their studies. See http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/201 1/05/ucla- 
history-awarding-degrees-to.html So rather than go through needless and expensive 
litigation, the university would be well advised to seek a compromise with the plaintiffs in 
this case that allows for preservation of the garden, whether in the hands of UCLA or 
some other entity. 

As the Beatles would advise: 

Our earlier posts with advice on this issue from Fredric and Winston are at 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/07/march-on-japanese-garden.html and 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/07/we-repeat-our-earlier-observation- 
jaw.html 





More Email Fraud: Don't Answer 


Wednesday, August 01, 2012 


More email fraud/spam you should not 
answer that may have appeared in your e- 
mailbox. If you did reply, you might have 
noticed that the reply address is not at 
UCLA. Change your password immediately 
if you did reply: 

This Email is from UCLA Communications. 
We have been monitoring this account 
through our server's log file and have 
noticed that this account is been accessed 
from different distinct location simultaneously as against webmail policy, for security 
purpose we will be shutting down this Account unless you verify this account by filling out 
the outlined Information below or your account will be suspended within 48 hours.UCLA 
Logon ID:.......... Password:.......... City/State.......... Date Of Birth....... Failure to update this 
account after three days of receiving this warning will be tantamount to losing this 
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account permanently.We apologize sincerely, UCLA Communications Technology 
Services 

--- | wonder why they forgot to ask for your credit card number. Anyway, no matter how 
much they plead, don't answer: 


Back Home in Indiana (Where the Campus Hotel 
Pays Taxes) 


Thursday, August 02, 2012 


EnA We have noted in past blog posts on the 
BIDDLE UCLA proposed hotel/conference center 
ON N that the business plan assumes that the 

ee ie = hotel is tax exempt (because it is - and has 
to be - non-commercial). One of the 
anecdotes cited at the July Regents 
meeting session that approved the hotel 
financing plan was a campus hotel at 
Indiana Uuiversity. (Listen to the link 
below.) Above is a screenshot of the 
webpage for that hotel. If you go on that 
webpage and book a room, you will find that the room cost includes TAX. 











This is the problem. Many of the uses cited at the Regents session and in the business 
plan for the UCLA hotel seem to cross the line into the taxable sphere, both LA City and 
IRS. That includes parental visits with prospective students - the Indiana anecdote. Local 
hotel owners don't want tax-free competition and can simply notify the tax authorities - a 
costless activity - if they think transgressions are occurring. (Hotel owners sent a lawyer 
to the Regents meeting to warn them about the tax issue.) UCLA won't have the option at 
that point of just collecting taxes since its financing mechanism precludes commercial 
uses. And then, how will the rooms get filled? And if they are not sufficiently filled, where 
will the missing revenue come from? 


Back home in Indiana, the hotel there pays taxes and takes commercial business (and is 
not precluded from doing so by its financing). Below is the relevant part of the Regents 
meeting with appropriate musical accompaniment: 

"| can tell you from my own personal experience having taken my daughter around the 
country, there was one experience that stood out clearly, remarkably vividly, which was 
going to Indiana University, which has a facility like this in the heart of campus, directly 
adjacent to the student union. That was an enormous convenience, to be able to stay on 
campus and be able to able to attend the events associated with the visit to Indiana 
University. So that is the type of thing we consider to be an affiliated visit." 
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Yet More Pepper 
Thursday, August 02, 2012 


Just when you thought there could not be more to 
contemplate about the UC-Davis pepper spray 
incident, there is this from the Sacramento Bee: The 
internal affairs investigation into last November's 
pepper-spraying controversy at UC-Davis concluded 
that Lt. John Pike acted reasonably, with a subsequent 
review concluding he should have faced demotion or a 
Suspension at worst, according to documents obtained 
by The Bee. Despite those recommendations, Pike 
was fired Tuesday after UC Davis Police Chief 
Matthew Carmichael rejected the findings and wrote in 
a letter to Pike that "the needs of the department do not 
justify your continued employment," according to the 
documents... 





F u I | s tory a t 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/08/02/4684333/uc-davis-chief-overruled-panel.html 

Read more here: http:/www.sacbee.com/2012/08/02/4684333/uc-davis-chief-overruled- 
panel.html#storylink=cpy 


How Did We Let Him Get Away? 
Thursday, August 02, 2012 


Less than two years after leaving office, 
former California Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger is pumping up his political 
and academic profile — and will head the 
Schwarzenegger Institute for State and 
Global Policy at the University of Southern 
California, a new think tank to advance 
“post-partisan” politics. The Republican 
former governor told the San Francisco 
Chronicle that he’ll formally announce the 
establishment of the partnership Thursday 
at USC, where his Institute will be housed 
in the Sol Price School of Public Policy. 
Schwarzenegger will chair the Institute’s Board of Advisors, and he has also been 
appointed the inaugural Governor Downey Professor of State and Global Policy at USC, 
a post in honor of the first immigrant California governor — who was also a co-founder of 
the university... Full story at http://blog.sfgate.com/novO5election/2012/08/02/professor- 
schwarzenegger-arnolds-bold-move-heading-new-usc-think-tank-for-post-partisan- 
politics-video/ He evidently got away from us: 
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Money Race 


Friday, August 03, 2012 


To recap prior posts: There are 3 tax 
Initiatives on the ballot. The governor's tax 
Initiative has been endorsed by the 
Regents. Then there is the Molly Munger 
school tax and a close-corporate-loophole 
tax. Politico wisdom is that having multiple 
initiatives on the same general subject is 
confusing and may lead to defeat of all. The 
Munger and loophole initiatives have not 
polled well. The governor's initiative is 
polling marginally ahead but could easily be defeated which would produce trigger cuts 
midyear including to UC. News reports are that various unions have been contributing to 
the governor's tax campaign although some of their funds are being diverted to 
campaigning against Prop 32, the anti-union “paycheck protection” initiative which is 
before voters for the third time. Munger is dumping money into her campaign. 





You can find stories on all of this today at: 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/08/molly-munger-drops-5-million-more- 
into-california-proposition-38-tax-campaign.htmland 
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/california-politics/2012/08/nurses-union-jerry-brown-tax- 
initiative-prop-30.html 

We earlier reported on a radio ad in opposition to tax increases: 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/07/the-tax-battle-begins.html 

However, it is unclear how much the anti-tax campaign will be able to raise as we get 
closer to November. 


A little appropriate racing music: 


Regression to the Mean or... 
Friday, August 03, 2012 


the Meaning of Regression? 
(Well, at least the governor has no 
regress.) 


| didn't go past Algebra Il. 
| do not know what to think 
of regression analysis. 


Photo from the Sacramento Bee collection 
of Jerry Brown quotes: 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/08/01/468383 
2/jerry-says.html 





UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 89 


90 





Can't help 
saturday, August 04, 2012 


You may have noticed various headlines 
about hidden funds the state was holding 
for parks. Usually, when we talk about the 
state budget, we are referring to the 
general fund which is the operating budget 
: "for the state. However, many other funds 
E = = ma) have been created for specialized 
5. EREN t oo Í purposes. Some have earmarked taxes that 
ee tae DQ. =] feed them, e.g., the gasoline tax for 


i J 
4 


EEG ee. f= transportation. Transportation is the biggest 
. Ph, > area of such non-general fund budgets. But 
there are many other funds - some 
containing a few thousand dollars. 


When the general fund gets into trouble, 
the state borrows from the other funds. It 
puts an IOU into those funds and moves the cash into the general fund. This internal 
borrowing keeps the state from running out of cash but it sometimes - when it goes far 
enough - interferes with whatever activities the special funds are supposed to finance. 
You can't spend IOUs on those activities. 


Fifty-four million dollars was discovered in special funds for parks that seemed to have 
escaped notice of park authorities - and there have been resignations in the wake of the 
scandal. The state threatened to close various parks in a budgetary move and local 
fundraising kept some open. So folks are angry that they gave money when the state had 
funding after all. (See the photo above of such a fundraising effort.) 


Beyond that, the scandal can't help the governor in his urging of voters to agree to a 
temporary tax increase in November. There has since been an audit of the state which 
found other similar problems. 


Here are two things to keep in mind: 


1) We are talking millions - not billions. Many folks can't deal with big numbers but the 
amount does matter. The state is not going to solve its fiscal problems with audits and 
hidden funds. 


2) That said, the park closure threat - which goes back to the Schwarzenegger era - was 
made to dramatize the state's fiscal problems rather than as a real money saver. It was a 
visible cut in services that would affect many Californians and get their attention. Now it 
has got their attention, but not in the way anticipated. 


3) The fact that funds were not accounted for is connected with the more general issue of 
state accounting that this blog has noted in the past. There are mysterious differences 
routinely - not hidden - between the budget as seen by the legislature and presented by 
the Dept. of Finance and the cash statements of the state controller. Footnotes make 
vague reference to cash vs. accrual but there is normally no published reconciliation. And 
the state's accrual practices are, well, flexible. For example, in one year, the state 
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budget's payroll expenditures were officially reduced by moving payday from June 30 to 
July 1. In true accrual accounting, that should have had no effect on the figures. But it did 
in California's version of accrual. 


A recent article on the park, etc., fund scandal is at: 
http://www.latimes.com/health/la-me-state-funds-20120804,0,5328933.story 


Can't Help: Part II 
Sunday, August 05, 2012 


Yesterday’s posting noted the scandal of 
undetected state park funds and the 
negative impact that affair could have on 
the likelihood that the governor’s tax 
initiative on the November ballot will be 
approved by voters. In fact, any news item 
that suggests misspending of state funds is 
likely to have a negative effect. Today’s 
Sacramento Bee carries a story related to 
the rebuilding of the Bay Bridge. It was 
found that a Caltrans employee — since 
departed — had faked certain safety test 
data. There were assurances that everything was OK nonetheless and it was just one 
bad apple. Turns out there is evidence of other faking on the Bay Bridge and other 
bridges. While the funding involved does not immediately involve the general fund, that is 
a distinction voters are unlikely to make. 





The story is at: http://www.sacbee.com/2012/08/04/469381 2/caltrans-records-show- 
problems.html 
But not to worry: 


Prior to the latest Bee story, there was this from the governor: 


Gov. Jerry Brown defended the state's construction and oversight of the new San 
Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge on Thursday, saying he's been told that a Bee 
investigation raising questions about the bridge's structural integrity "borders on 
malpractice." "From all the reports the Bee investigation is not very credible, and all our 
engineers that work with Caltrans, all the people that I've asked to look into it, they feel 
that the Bee story is baseless, it borders on malpractice," the Democratic governor told 
reporters at a press conference in Oakland. Asked if he shared his advisers’ view, Brown 
said, "Look, I'm not an engineer. l'm just communicating what I've heard. So, we've got 
The Bee, and they're kind of amateurs, and then we have seismic engineers. If | thought 
there was a problem, I'd let you know." The remarks were Brown's first about a Bee 
investigation into state oversight of the bridge's construction. His administration 
previously criticized the reporting and called publicly for a retraction, which the 
newspaper denied... http://www.sacbee.com/2012/08/03/4688094/gov-jerry-brown-says- 
hes-not-an.html 
So let's hear it from another non-engineer: 
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Legislative Agenda 


Monday, August 06, 2012 


From the San Francisco Chronicle: After a 
monthlong break, the Legislature returns to 
work at the Capitol on Monday to take on 
one of the Golden State's thorniest issues: 
public employee pensions. The Senate 
and Assembly have just four weeks to vote 
on hundreds of bills before the two-year 
session concludes at the end of the month, 
but the main focus will be on changing the 
pension compensation system. Just what 
those changes will entail is unclear. Gov. 
Jerry Brown has proposed increasing the 
retirement age and creating a hybrid system that includes a 401(k)-style benefit, among 
other things, but lawmakers have yet to approve those or anything else. Legislative 
leaders said they will discuss a type of cap on pension benefits, along with changes that 
could impact cities and local government agreements... [Note: Readers of this blog will 
know that UC has opposed being swept into some statewide public pension reform.] 





One significant proposal yet to be voted on is a change in the tax code that affects how 
corporations with headquarters in other states calculate the taxes they owe in California; 
it would increase revenue to fund tuition breaks for public university students. As part of 
the 2009 budget deal, lawmakers approved a system that allows corporations to choose 
between two formulas. The proposal would mandate the so-called "single sales factor" 
calculation, which is based on the total amount of sales that take place in the state. 
Eliminating the dual system could bring in about $1 billion, and Assembly Speaker John 
Pérez , D-Los Angeles, is proposing to use that for significant reductions in tuition costs 
for middle-class students at the University of California and California State University 
systems. One big hurdle for the bill is that, as a change in tax law, it requires a two-thirds 
vote of both houses. So farm there's no indication Republicans would vote for the 
measure... [Note: Blog readers will know not to count on getting a two-thirds vote on a tax 
issue.] 

Full story at http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/CA-legislators-taking-on-pension- 
reform-3764835.php 


More Empowering 
Monday, August 06, 2012 


We've been following UCLA Extension’s venture with Steve Poizner, the fellow who ran 
against Meg Whitman (and lost) in the 2010 GOP gubernatorial primary. Up to now, there 
has been YouTube video PR for the program. See 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/07/empowered-to-people-poizner- 
ucla.html. As that post noted, we are talking about a rather expensive program, although 
you get a “free” iPad if you enroll. 

Apparently, the empowered.com [ http://www.empowered.com/] joint venture is now 
going to TV advertising, according to Poizner’s emailing service (although the sample TV 
ad is also on YouTube): 
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Some long time followers of this blog will 
remember our Extension posts from back in 
the day before iPads: 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2 
011/12/in-earlier-posts-scroll-to-bottom- 
we.html 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2 
011/06/ucla-history-uc-extension-in- 
september.html 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2 
011/05/ucla-history-extension-in-1930.html 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2 





011/06/ucla-history-extension-in-early-1931.html 


Poizner touts iPad-based 
college plan for boomers | 
CL 








What's Next? 
Monday, August 06, 2012 


IS THERE AN 
AFTERLIFE? 
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Headline from the Press-Enterprise: 
UCR takes on $5 million search for afterlife 


| think we'll just leave it with the headline but the 
article is at: http:/www.pe.com/local-news/riverside- 
county/riverside/riverside-headlines- 
index/20120803-ucr-takes-on-5-million-search-for- 
the-afterlife.ece 

And in case there is an afterlife, at least in 
Riverside, consider where you may be heading: 
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Not clear this will go with the typical UCLA 
student budget 


Monday, August 06, 2012 


From the Westwood-Century City Patch: 


Westwood's Avco Center movie theater, 
which has been advertising a "new and 
exciting movie going experience" since it 
closed in December, will become a luxury 
six-screen movie theater with a full service 
restaurant and bar by early 2013. ...iPic 
Theaters, based in Florida, announced a 
signed lease on Avco Center (10840 
Wilshire Boulevard). ...From their plush reclining seats, guests can summon "ninja-like 
servers" who deliver cocktails and meals during the movie. The theater will also have a 
full-service Italian restaurant called Tanzy, led by chef Andre Lane; cured meats, breads 
and mozzarellas at Parma Bar; and a bar serving up "liquid nitrogen mixology" and craft 
cocktails by Adam Seger, an award-winning mixologist and sommelier. 

... While admission prices have not yet been finalized for the Westwood theater, iPic 
offers two tiers of tickets: a Premium seat ($14-18) and a Premium Plus seat ($24- 
28).The premium ticket includes a comfy chair, but it does not recline and guests 
purchase any additional drinks or food and bring it to their seats themselves. The 
premium plus ticket gets the reclining seat and the "ninja-like," in-theater service. A 
representative for iPic likened the Premium ticket to a first-class seat on a plane and the 
Premium Plus ticket to a seat on a private jet... 

Full article at http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/avco-center-to-become-ipic-luxury- 
theater 





UCLA Cleans Up in the Olympics 
Tuesday, August 07, 2012 


No, not with athletes. But in case you 
missed it, here is an excerpt from a story in 
UCLA Today: 


Highly regarded lab ensures that Olympic 
athletes are ‘clean’Anthony Butch is not an 
athlete or coach, but he and his team had 
to undergo their own kind of Olympic time 
trials before the Games opened in London. 
Just a few weeks ago, Butch and his staff 
at UCLA’s Olympic Analytical Laboratory 
were working furiously to process hundreds 
of urine samples from members of the 2012 
U.S. Olympic team. The testing had to be 
done quickly, since a positive result meant 
that the athlete would have to be replaced 
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with an alternate. As one of only two drug-testing labs in the United States accredited by 
the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)), UCLA’s lab split the samples with the country’s 
other lab in Salt Lake City. They had 150 days in which to receive the samples, test them 
and submit their reports to the United States Anti-Doping Agency (USADA)... 

Full story at http://today.ucla.edu/portal/ut/ucla-s-big-olympic-contribution-23/7194.aspx 


Talk to the Legislature 


Tuesday, August 07, 2012 


If UCOP wants to keep its Regents- 
enacted pension system modifications from 
being overridden by some statewide 
legislative action, it will have to talk with the 
legislative leaders — very, very soon it 
appears — and not just the governor. From 
the San Jose Mercury-News: 


Senate President Pro Tem Darrell 
Steinberg said Monday that legislative 
Democrats will deliver on "comprehensive" 
pension reform over the next four weeks, 
even if their labor allies don't like it. "Will it 
cause some discomfort and unhappiness? 
Yes. Do you sometimes disagree with your 
allies and friends to do what you think is the 
right thing? Yes," Steinberg told reporters after legislators returned from a monthlong 
summer recess. "| never expected that we'd get high-fives for doing any of this." 
Steinberg said he wants to put together a package of reforms that include a cap on 
benefits, a possible hybrid that includes a 401(k) style plan for new employees and 
changes that apply to local governments without pre-empting what cities like San Jose or 
San Diego have already done. 

Full story at http://www.mercurynews.com/california-budget/ci_21249823/steinberg-says- 
labor-allies-wont-be-happy-after 

Note that the notion of not pre-empting certain cities opens the door to not pre-empting 
UC and the Regents. But someone needs to make the case, pronto. 

Do we need an explicit invitation to talk to the legislature? How about this? 





It used to be tough to be a tenant but now It may 
be tough for UCLA... 


Tuesday, August 07, 2012 


From the Daily Bruin: On April 26, Chick-fil-A — an Atlanta-based company at the center 
of a controversy because of its president’s recent expression of his views on same-sex 
marriage — signed a lease to move into the space where Burger King is currently located, 
said Steve Ritea, a UCLA spokesman. The restaurant is projected to open at 900 
Westwood Blvd. next March. The California State Teachers’ Retirement System, the 
previous owners of the Westwood Plaza building where Burger King is currently housed, 
signed the lease with Chick-fil-A. In June, UCLA completed the purchase of the 10-story 
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office building for $72 million and inherited 
the lease, Ritea said. 


...Ritea said UCLA does not support 
Cathy’s position on gay marriage but cannot 
revoke the new lease with the company 
because it is a binding contract, he said... 
Fu ll story a t 
http://www.dailybruin.com/article/2012/08/ch 
ick-fil-as-plans-to-open-in-westwood- 
prompt-mixed-reactions-from-ucla- 
community 


It ain't the King’s English and since it ain't, don't 
respond. 


Wednesday, August 08, 2012 


The latest UCLA spam artists may use British 
spelling but their grammar and punctuation ain’t so 

of good: 

N 


= Mh 


a 
es 


| 
2 Api 
WV NZ 


This Email is from Ucla.edu admin We are under 
going maintenance by our engineers we will be 
shutting down account that is not verified to enable 
us create more space for our new account users you 
are to verify your account by filling the outlined 
Information below or your account will be terminated 
w i t h i n 2 4 
hours.....Username.....Password.....City/State:....Dat 
e Of Birth:We value your business and thank you for 
using Ucla.edu Service and we hope to serve you 
more better.Ucla.edu Admin Centre. 


A 
\ 








Hot Potato for Yudof 
Thursday, August 09, 2012 


UC report on anti-Semitism draws ire 


Nanette Asimov, August 9, 2012, San Francisco Chronicle(excerpts) 

Katherine Orr had just started her freshman year at UC Berkeley last August when she 
was stunned to see five students in military fatigues carrying what looked like rifles and 
stopping students at Sather Gate. "They were asking people, 'Are you Jewish?' They 
were trying to be like soldiers interrogating Palestinians along the border," Orr said. "They 
were re-enacting what was happening on the West Bank." To students who regard Israel 
as an essential Jewish homeland, this event and others like it that are staged each year 
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on University of California campuses seem 
hostile, like poorly concealed anti-Semitism 
- especially when the Israeli flag with its 
Star of David is paired with a Nazi swastika, 
says a new report by a UC fact-finding 
team seeking to understand Jewish 
students’ experiences. But to students who 
oppose Israeli policies and support such 
sensational protest methods, some 
recommendations by the team - that UC 
adopt a definition of anti-Semitism, prohibit 
hate speech and consider banning campus 
sponsorship of offensive activities - have become a new subject for protest. 

The dispute is a collision between civil rights and free speech, where allegiances can't 
always be sorted out by religion. And it suggests a microcosm at UC of the conflict in the 
Middle East: angry, defensive, intractable. ...(President) Yudof convened an Advisory 
Council on Campus Climate, Culture and Inclusion to study students' experiences and 
offer solutions. On July 9, two teams of experts reported to the council on the 
experiences of Jewish students and of Muslim and Arab students across UC. One team 
concluded that Muslim and Arab students feel "marginalized and alienated on campuses" 
and that many experience "daily harassment," from classmates, faculty and staff. 

...(T)he report on Jewish students offers dramatic solutions to a more circumscribed 
brand of animosity: anti-Israel virulence and its ripple effect. ...(A) willingness to 
denounce Israel is often a litmus test for acceptance into social-justice groups on 
campus, the report found. Tension also exists with faculty, the authors found, with 
students describing "instances of overt hostility toward Jewish or other students" who 
express pro-Israel views. 

...l_am_a vigorous defender of free-speech rights," (Yudof) wrote. "While hurtful speech 
may make that goal difficult to achieve at times, the answer is not to restrict speech, but 
rather to see that all our community members feel supported." His office is reviewing the 
recommendations... 

Full article at http://www.sfgate.com/education/article/UC-report-on-anti-Semitism-draws- 
ire-3774302.php 





Millionaires 
Friday, August 10, 2012 


The Sacramento Bee today has a table of UC millionaires (gross earnings in 2011). You 
won't be surprised that the list, with one exception, consists of athletic coaches and 
medical center faculty. The one exception is the UC Treasurer. 


The listing is at http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/20 12/08/the-university-of- 
california-spent.html 


But you don't want to be on the list, right? 
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Click me not! 
Friday, August 10, 2012 


At least their grammar is better than on 

Wednesday, although not perfect. Their 
spelling still needs work. See our 
Wednesday post on what not to click on. 
Anyway, the spam artists are still targeting 
UCLA. Don't respond! 


Dear Bruin OnLine (UCLA) Member Our 
Client Service System has detected an 
unusual malware activities on your email 
account causing poor services. Rencently 
your email was confirmed accessible from 
other ISP as a result of our remote host 
failure in recongnising valid and invalid 
accounts. Please click on the following link 
[phony link shown] to reconfirm the validity 
of your email account still in use for us to return all client services back to normacy, 
hence, we will assume your account no longer function and will be closed down totally for 
strict security reasons. Thanks for your anticipated understanding. 

Sincerely,Bruin OnLine Security Team. 





And | guess they can 
Friday, August 10, 2012 


In case you missed it in UCLA Today: 


What is this new tax that will affect UCLA’s budget?Under a plan devised by the UC 
Office of the President (OP), campuses will retain more non-state revenue, such as 
tuition and research overhead costs. But, in exchange, UCLA and the other campuses 
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will have to pay a tax to support UC 
systemwide operations and programs. The 
bottom line is this: The fee that UCLA will 
pay this year exceeds the new revenue the 
campus would receive by $50 million. It’s a 
tax on our operations. 

Source: http://today.ucla.edu/portal/ut/cfo- 


‘ay Me If You explains-budget-237352.aspx 
Tax Me If You | p g i 





Blue Deal 


Saturday, August 11, 2012 
From the LA Times yesterday: 


Nonprofit insurer Blue Shield of California 
said it resolved a lengthy contract dispute with 
UCLA and other UC system hospitals over 
reimbursements for patient care. Effective 
Sept. 1, Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical 
Center and the Santa Monica-UCLA Medical 
Center and Orthopaedic Hospital will be back 
in the Blue Shield network. The San 
Francisco health insurer said this new 
contract with all UC providers statewide runs 
through June 30, 2015... 


Full story a t 
http://www.latimes.com/business/money/la-fi- 
mo-ucla-blue-shield-20120810,0,3160712.story Fact of the matter is that although we 
have these disputes from time to time, big insurers don't want to cut UC medical centers 
out of their networks and UC medical centers need patients from the big insurers. So the 
next time you read about a dispute like this one, don't feel blue: 





The Golden State of Electoral Affairs 
Sunday, August 12, 2012 


As readers of this blog will know, there will be all kinds of exciting propositions on the 
state ballot this coming November, including the governor's tax initiative that the Regents 
have endorsed. Since this is a sleepy weekend with not much happening UC-wise, here 
is a little lesson in direct democracy. 
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= Apart from the various tax and other initiatives, there 
| is a referendum, Prop 40. A referendum is a 


I Love You proposition which - like an initiative - is put on the 
© @ . E . cee 
£ A rn 2 ballot via a petition. But while an initiative creates 
Calif Vo | legislation or a constitutional amendment, a 
"G2 | referendum repeals legislation that has already been 
‘SS passed. 





In this case, Prop 40 aims at repealing a voter- 
enacted redistricting initiative. Voters, in a two-step 
process, created a redistricting commission, thus 
taking redistricting after the 2010 Census out of the 
—_ a hands of the legislature. The commission redistricted 
eo es Bo eee the state assembly, state senate, and congressional 
Bearers boundaries. Having such a commission was a long- 
time dream of the GOP, which disliked boundaries 
drawn up by the majority Democrats in the legislature. But when the commission was 
actually created, the GOP didn't like the new boundaries and ultimately put a referendum 
on the ballot to undo just the state senate boundaries. 


For reasons explained in an article in today's Sacramento Bee, having spent the money 
to get the needed signatures, the GOP decided it didn't support its own referendum after 
all. You'll find a link to the article below. So it now wants you to kill the referendum. But 
how do you do that? You do it by voting "yes." Why? Because by voting "yes," you are 
affirming the already-enacted legislation that the referendum was supposed to kill. Got 
that? 


The article is at 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/08/gop-turning-180-degrees-to-oppose- 
its-redistricting-referendum.html 


And here's a little appropriate music to go along with this story: 
Didn't get all the words? See below: 


| love You California (official state song - written 1913) Written by F. B. Silverwood 
Composed by A. F. Frankenstein 

| love you, California, you're the greatest state of all | love you in the winter, summer, 
spring, and in the fall. | love your fertile valleys; your dear mountains | adore, | love your 
grand old ocean and | love her rugged shore. 

chorus 

| love your redwood forests - love your fields of yellow grain, | love your summer breezes, 
and | love your winter rain, | love you, land of flowers; land of honey, fruit and wine, | love 
you, California; you have won this heart of mine. 

chorus 

| love your old gray Missions - love your vineyards streteching far, | love you, California, 
with your Golden Gate ajar, | love your purple sunsets, love your skies of azure blue, | 
love you, California; | just can't help loving you. 

chorus 

| love you, Catalina - you are very dear to me, | love you, Tamalpais, and | love Yosemite, 
| love you, Land of Sunshine, half your beauties are untold, | loved you in my childhood, 
and I'll love you when I'm old. 
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chorus 

When the snow crowned Golden Sierras Keep their watch o'er the valleys bloom. It is 
there | would be in our land by the sea, Ev'ry breeze bearing rich perfume, It is here 
nature gives of her rarest, It is Home Sweet Home to me. And | Know when | die | shall 
breathe my last sigh For my sunny California. 


UC History: Teller Tells You About the Universe 


Sunday, August 12, 2012 


A legacy of the World War II Manhattan 
Project to develop the atomic bomb was 
UC’s inheritance of the nuclear labs. The 
photo from the early 1950s shows key 
personalities related to the Lawrence 
Berkeley National Lab: Left to right are 
Glenn Seaborg, Edward McMillan, E.O. 
Lawrence, Donald Cooksey, Edward Teller, 
Herb York, and Luis Alvarez. 





Edward Teller, often dubbed the father of 
the H-bomb, was undoubtedly the most controversial of these individuals. Google him for 
the history. However, in the 1950s, he recorded a program for lay persons on the state of 
cosmology in that era. You can hear it at: 


student Evaluations of Teaching: Always a Hot 
Topic 


Monday, August 13, 2012 


What are they saying? 

Inside Higher Ed today notes complaints from 
Australian faculty about increased use of student 
evaluations of teaching for faculty advancement. The 
article i S a t 
http://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2012/08/1 
3/australian-professors-object-student- 
evaluationsand it links to an article in the Sydney 
Morning Herald which says (excerpt): 

... Teachers at the Australian National University now 
need to explain themselves if too many students are 
not pleased with them and colleagues must argue 
why courses with student satisfaction rates of less 
than 50 per cent should be kept. One teacher 
emailed the union: "I feel under pressure to lower 
standards and make the student experience more 
comfortable so | don't end up before the head of school to explain myself." ... 

Full article at http://www.smh.com.au/national/postgraduate-education/anu-staff-object- 
after-getting-an-f-for-teaching-20120811-24150.html 

Of course, there has been much research on this issue, e.g.: “ Hot or Not: Do Professors 
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Perceived as Physically Attractive Receive Higher Student Evaluations?” The answer, by 
the way , i S “yes See 
http://www.suu.edu/faculty/robertsw/Evaluation%20Task%20Force/Hot%200r%20not.pdf 


So here’s the problem for our colleagues in Australia: 


Even the Email Identity Thieves Targeting UCLA 
Can Improve 


Monday, August 13, 2012 


The identity thieves that have been sending UCLA 
email users phishing messages designed to steal your 
passwords, etc., turn out to be followers of Émile Coué 
(shown at left). In past messages from them, there 
have been incorrect spellings and odd grammar, as 
we have noted in past blog posts. But they are getting 
better, day by day. Still, you should not reward their 
efforts at self improvement by clicking on their 
messagessuch as today’s edition: 


Dear Bruin OnLine E-mail user, 


This is to inform all users that our server 
upgrade/maintenance is scheduled for August 30 
2012. You may experience login problems during this 
period. We are having congestion due to various 
anonymous account registrations and on this note, we are deactivating some accounts 
that are no longer active and your account may be deactivated if no action is taken. 





To confirm and keep your E-mail account active during and after the upgrade and 
maintenance, you are advised to login immediately using the account login: [gives you a 
link which looks like UCLA but actually goes elsewhere] 


Your E-mail account will remain active after we have successfully upgraded our server. 
This is to help us serve you better. We apologize for any inconvenience. Thank you for 
your swift response to this notification. 


Bruin OnLine Technical Support Team 
You don’t know who Émile Coué was? He came up with the phrase, “Day by day in 


every way, |I am getting better and better.” See 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/%C3%89mile_Cou%C3%AY 
So sing it out! 
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You Might Not Want to Look... 
Monday, August 13, 2012 


..at the July cash statement of the state 
controller. Because if you do, you will find 
out that revenues in the first month of the 
fiscal year came in over $400 million below 
estimates in the recently-enacted state 
budget. 


And, of course, there could be trigger cuts 
in the budget (including at UC) although 
such cuts are more contingent on the 
passage by voters (or not) of the governor's 





tax initiative, Prop 30. 


If you do want to look, nonetheless, the report is at: 
http://www.sco.ca.gov/Files-ARD/CASH/fy1213_jul.pdf 


Look if you dare: 


The Legislature is Watching 


Monday, August 13, 2012 


From the publication “Supplemental Report of the 2012- 
13 Budget Package” put out by the Legislative Analyst's 
Office (LAO): 


Item 6440 - 001 - 0001—University of California 
(UC)Audit Report. It is the intent of the Legislature, and in 
follow - up to State Audit Report 2010 - 105, that by July 
31, 2012, UC provide to the appropriate legislative 
budget subcommittees and LAO the recommendations of 
the systemwide working group established to examine 
variation in funding across the system. Further, it is the 
intent of the Legislature that UC identify the amount of 
revenues from the general funds and tuition budget that 
each campus received in 2012 - 13 for specific types of 
students (such as undergraduate, graduate, and health 
sciences) and explain any differences in the amount 
provided per student among the campuses to the appropriate legislative budget 
subcommittees and LAO by January 1, 2014. 

From: http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2012/supp_report/supp_report_2012.pdf. 
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And in the State Senate? 
Tuesday, August 14, 2012 


From the Sacramento Bee's Capitol Alert 
blog last night: 


By a razor-thin margin, the California 
Assembly passed legislation today to raise 
a billion dollars annually for middle-class 
college scholarships by altering tax law for 
numerous out--of-state corporations. The 
measure, Assembly Bill 1500, passed 54- 
24, the bare-minimum two-thirds vote 
needed for tax or fee increases. Democrats 
supported the measure, as did Republicans Brian Nestande of Palm Desert and 
Independent Nathan Fletcher of San Diego Assembly Speaker John A. Perez proposed 
the bill as a companion to his separate legislation, Assembly Bill 1501, which would 
spend the billion dollars raised to assist college and university students whose families 
earn less than $150,000 per year... 

Full story at http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/20 12/08/assembly-republican- 
independent-join-democrats-to-pass-tax-hike.html 

Reminder that a 2/3 vote would also be needed in the Senate and is unlikely to occur. 





UC Submits Legal Brief on Affirmative Action to 
US Supreme Court 


Tuesday, August 14, 2012 


There is currently a challenge to the 


No. 11-345 


IN THE 


Supreme Court of the United States 


ABIGAIL NOEL FISHER, 


Petitioner, 


V. 


UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN, et al., 


Respondents. 


On WRIT or CERTIORARI TO THE 
UNITED States Court or APPEALS FOR THE FIFTH CIRCUIT 


BRIEF AMICUS CURIAE OF THE PRESIDENT 
AND CHANCELLORS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF 
CALIFORNIA IN SUPPORT OF RESPONDENTS 





University of Texas' affirmative action plan 
before the U.S. Supreme Court. Various 
interested parties have submitted friend-of- 
the-court briefs in support of the U of Texas 
program. Inside Higher Ed today carries a 
lengthy article on the case. 


California voters enacted Prop 209 in 1996 
which barred affirmative action in student 
admissions, so it might seem that UC has 
no interest in the Texas case. (In 1995, 
before voters enacted Prop 209, the 
Regents had enacted a similar ban. That 
ban was removed after Prop 209 made it 
redundant.) However, UC has submitted a 


brief in support of the U of Texas’ position. It essentially argues that the Prop 209 
experience in California shows that affirmative action is needed. 


The Inside Higher Ed article is at: 


http://www. insidehighered.com/news/2012/08/14/college-groups-flood-supreme-court- 
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briefs-defending-affirmative-action 


The UC brief is at: 
http://www.utexas.edu/vp/irla/Documents/ACR%20The%20President%20and%20Chance 
llors%200f%20the%20University%200f%20California-c. pdf 


You can see the UC Regents’ 1995 action on affirmative action below: 


UCLA's Tech Spinoffs 
Wednesday, August 15, 2012 


The LA Business Journal has a section this 
week on tech-type firms that have been 
spun off by UCLA. Well, not exclusively 
UCLA; Caltech and USC are also part of 
the story. An excerpt from the UCLA 
portion: 


UCLA: Enabling Campus Entrepreneurs 
UCLA spun out 19 startups during its 2011 
fiscal year, making it the leader among the 
University of California campuses in 
technology transfer. About 90 startups have 
come out of the campus in the last five 
years. Some of the startups to come out of 
UCLA in the past several years show the 
wide range of the school’s technological community. WaveConnex, a recent startup, uses 
radio waves to connect electrical devices. Tribogenics has a handheld X-ray component 
that could be of use in developing areas of the world. C3 Jian has a mouthwash that 
targets harmful bacteria, leaving the kind that is beneficial to the body behind. And 
PROnoise lets the online community help publicize musicians. “If you can enable 
entrepreneurs on campus, it comes back to the university in innumerable ways,” said 
Brendan Rauw, executive director of entrepreneurship at UCLA’s Office of Intellectual 
Property... 

Full story at http://labusinessjournal.com/news/201 2/aug/06/lab-market/?page=1& [and 
move to page 3] 





Follow Up on Close-Loophole-for- T uition-Cut Bill 
Wednesday, August 15, 2012 


Yesterday, we noted the passage in the state assembly of a bill that closed a corporate 
tax loophole and used the money for higher ed tuition cuts. The bill required a 2/3 vote 
and squeezed by with one independent vote (a former Republican who quit the party) 
and one from a renegade Republican - Brian Nestande - who deviated from the party 
line. 


The renegade - depending on which story you read - either stepped down from chairing 
the Republican caucus in the assembly or was forced out. 
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The stepped-down version is at 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/08/15/472658 
4/california-republican-leader-gives.html 


The forced-out version is at 
http://www.camajorityreport.com/index.php 
?module=articles&func=display&ptid=9&aid 
=4877 

It probably was a case of "You can't fire 
me; | quit." Another article has that version: 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/08/15/472626 
2/using-ceqa-as-bait-perez-muscles.html 


In any event, passage in the state senate 
would also require a 2/3 vote and renegade 


votes. The punishment meted in the assembly for deviant behavior will make it clear to 
any potential renegades in the senate what would happen to them. So passage of the bill 
there is unlikely. But it is possible to prepare for being punished: 


Note: There will be a similar closing-the-loophole initiative on the November ballot but 
that version does not dedicate the resulting revenue to higher ed tuition cuts. So far, that 
initiative is not polling well. There is support in parts of the California business committee 
for closing the loophole which benefits only out-of-state firms. 


Prop 30 Campaign Officially Starts 


Thursday, August 16, 2012 





Governor Brown kicked off the official 
campaign for his tax initiative - Prop 30 - 
which, as readers of this blog will know - 
was endorsed by the Regents. Early polling 
has shown a bare majority of voters favor it 
(and the other two tax initiatives on the 
November ballot are polling poorly). It is 
unclear how much funding the opposition to 
Prop 30 will be able to raise for a negative 
campaign. However, Prop 38 - the "Munger 
tax" initiative which is focused on schools - 
does have money behind it and its 
campaign will push the argument that it is 
the real initiative that benefits schools. 


A TV news report on the governor's kick off can be seen below (ad appears first): 
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Verify the Feds 
Friday, August 17, 2012 


We have been providing some hints about 
avoiding email fraud/spam being sent to 
UCLA folks. Here is some more general 
info courtesy of your friendly feds: 





Every day, the federal government uses 
social media services like Twitter, 
y Facebook, and YouTube to communicate 
and provide easy access to government 
benefits and services. But unlike most 
government websites, which are hosted on 
a .mil or a .gov domain, social media sites 
are hosted on commercial domains. Without the .gov or the .mil, it can be difficult to 
determine which social media accounts are official government sources of information 
and which are impersonators. To help solve that problem, the federal government 
recently launched a social media registry in English and Spanish, where you can confirm 
the validity of a variety of government social media accounts. Click on the link below and 
follow directions there: 
Visit the social media registry to check the validity of government social media accounts 
It never hurts to ask: 


VERIF 


They may not play nice 


Friday, August 17, 2012 


Competition from rival tax measures on the 
ballot may sink the governor's Prop 30 
which the Regents have endorsed. In 
particular, there is concern about Prop 38 - 
the Munger tax for schools. Excerpt today 
from an LA Times blog: 


... Sens. Dianne Feinstein and Barbara 
Boxer sent a letter to the head of the 
California State PTA, the sponsor of 
Proposition 38, imploring them to stop what 
they call “personal attacks against Gov. 
Jerry Brown” that they fear could sink the 
governor's tax measure, Proposition 30. 

Proposition 38, which has been financed by 
wealthy Pasadena attorney Molly Munger, 
seeks to raise income taxes across the board to help raise money for schools. Brown’s 
measure uses a mix of taxes on the wealthy and sales to raise money that would be used 
to close the state’s chronic budget gap."We have watched the campaign for Prop. 38 
become increasingly negative ..." the Senators wrote in a letter, co-signed by Assembly 
Speaker John A. Pérez (D-Los Angeles) and Senate leader Darrell Steinberg (D- 
Sacramento). "These attacks should stop."...The Yes on 38 campaign said it would not 
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make any changes to its campaign because of the senators’ letter. "Prop 38 will help 
California's public schools more than any other measure on the ballot," said campaign 
spokesman Nathan Ballard, "and we won't shy away from communicating about that fact 
in a civil, respectful manner." Full story at: http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/california- 
politics/2012/08/feinstein-boxer-call-for-tax-campaign-truce.html Looks like friendly 
persuasion wasn't persuasive: 

Update: In response to the appeal from the Prop 30 folks, the PTA declines to play nice: 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/08/california-pta-fires-back-after-scolding- 
from-feinstein-boxer.html 


No Meds for Riverside 


Friday, August 17, 2012 


UC-Riverside keeps trying to get state 
funding to open a med school. But not 
successfully, so far: 


From the Press-Enterprise (excerpt): 

The latest Capitol attempt to secure state 
funding for UC Riverside’s school of 
medicine is all but dead after a key Senate 
committee blocked a bill to allocate $15 
million from an expected legal settlement... 





Full story at: 
http://www.pe.com/local-news/politics/jim-miller-neadlines/20120816-uc-riverside-med- 
school-funding-bill-stalls.ece 


The officially privatized piece of UCLA 
Friday, August 17, 2012 


If you look at the street sign where 
Westwood Boulevard crosses Le Conte into 
UCLA and becomes Westwood Plaza, you 
will see that the latter is designated as 
"private" (PVT) - at least by whoever 
installed that sign. Below is a photo of the 
street sign on the traffic signal seen above 
at that intersection. 
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The BID for Westwood and the Hotel Blending 
Saturday, August 18, 2012 


No, not the kind of bid you see at auctions. 
BID stands for Business Improvement 
District. Under state law, businesses 
(property Owners) in particular areas can 
form a BID and assess themselves for 
upgrading their neighborhoods. In theory, 
the upgrading improves the business 
climate and property values. There are 
many BIDs in the LA area. 





Westwood at one time had a BID but it 
disappeared some years ago in a financial scandal. However, a new one has formed and 
is reporting progress. Still, if you walk up Westwood Boulevard towards the campus, you 
see many empty stores for lease. There is a (long) way to go. 

The Westwood BID had a recent meeting which you can read about at: 
http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/bid-highlights-progress-in-westwood-village 

Which takes us to that inevitable topic: UCLA's proposed hotel/conference center. You 
can see why the local business community, especially hotels, is not thrilled about a tax- 
subsidized public venture that competes with them, tax-free. You can see why, if the 
hotel is built as planned, they are likely to complain to the tax authorities - federal & local - 
to the extent the hotel tries to fill its 250 rooms with commercial business. 

Now you can say that campus interests come first; who cares about Westwood? The 
problem is that if the hotel loses money because it is forced not to take commercial 
business, one way or another the cost will be paid by the campus (as well as Westwood). 
Of course, you will never see those loses explicitly - and neither will the Regents who 
approved the project without setting up any mechanism for after-the-fact auditing. (What 
ever happened to notions of due diligence?) The reason that you will never see the 
losses is that the hotel will be blended into the larger business enterprises run by the 
university. 

It's the blending you will need to keep in mind in years to come when a success for the 
project is proclaimed. But in case you forget, here is a little reminder: 
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More on the Corporate Tax/Scholarship Bill 
Passed in the Assembly 


saturday, August 18, 2012 


We earlier posted an entry about a bill that 
passed in the state assembly which closed 
a corporate tax loophole and used the 
funds generated for tuition reduction and 
UC and CSU. To get the needed 2/3 for a 
tax vote, two non-Democrats were required. 
One was a renegade Republican. The other 
was an Independent (former Republican), 
Nathan Fletcher of San Diego. Fletcher 
posted a YouTube video explaining his 
vote. As also noted earlier, since a 2/3 vote 
would also be needed to pass this bill, it is 
unlikely to be enacted. Nonetheless, the explanation by Fletcher is of interest. 

The Fletcher video is below: The californiascapitol.com website carried a link to this 
video. http://www.californiascapitol.com/calcap/2012/08/11380/ 





Stanford Offers an Online Course on Hotel 
UBITOMY 


sunday, August 19, 2012 


Never heard of UBITOMY? UBI stands for 
Unrelated Business Income - as defined by 
the IRS - of normally tax-exempt entities 
ST ANF () RD such as universities. But when such entities 
create enterprises that do business 
ONLINE unrelated to the function of the entity, 
Unrelated Business Income Tax (UBIT) is 

owed. 


UCLA's proposed new hotel comes with a 
business plan chock full of ways to fill 250 
rooms such as visiting parents, etc. The 
plan assumes such uses are tax-free. And 
the plan is built on financing that doesn't 
allow commercial uses. But if you take 
Stanford's course on UBITOMY, you can 
learn something about the taxable status of such uses: 

Unrelated Business Income (UBI) Tutorial 





Stanford University is exempt from income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code on income from activities that are substantially related to its educational 
and research missions, which form the basis for the University's tax exemption. However, 
if Stanford were to carry on a trade or business activity that is not substantially related to 
its exempt purposes, it would be subject to tax on the net income of such a business 
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activity, even though it may bring in funds to support Stanford's exempt 
operations...Rents from real property are generally excluded from unrelated business 
income... The rental exclusion does not apply when personal services are also rendered 
to the tenant. In addition, the exclusion does not apply to rental of hotel rooms, rooms in 
boarding houses or tourist homes, or spaces in parking lots or warehouses. Example A 
University contemplates building and operating a full service hotel on campus to house 
visiting scholars, parents, visiting athletic teams and guests. The operation of the hotel is 
an unrelated business activity... Source: 
http://www.stanford.edu/group/fms/fingate/staff/taxcompliance/res_jobaid/unRelated_bus 
_income.html Apparently, UCLA does not offer this course. But you've read it here so 
when the hotel is built and the IRS comes calling, please don't say you weren't warned: 
And by the way, UCLA and the Regents were warned about tax issues in public 
testimony at the last Regents meeting - also available on this blog - by a representative of 
local hotel operators. http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/07/audio-on-ucla- 
hotel-from-regents.html [Part 1] 


Harder to Get In at UC-San Diego? 
Sunday, August 19, 2012 


Excerpt from North County Times : 

In a move that narrows the college transfer 
pathway for students at Palomar, MiraCosta 
and other community colleges, UC San Diego 
is winding down an agreement that guarantees 
transfers to community college students who 
meet set requirements. The transfer admission 
guarantee, or "TAG" agreement, allows 
community college students with grade point 
averages of 3.5 or better to secure guaranteed 
admission to UCSD, as long as they meet 
certain deadlines and coursework 
requirements.However, citing increased 
competition among transfers and a funding 
Shortfall, university officials said they will 
discontinue the agreement in 2014. Community 
college students can still apply to transfer to the university, but won't receive guaranteed 
admission through the program after that year... Full story at 
http://www.nctimes.com/news/local/san-marcos/higher-ed-uc-san-diego-to-end-transfer- 
guarantee-for/article_82df3d43-f494-5c8d-9bcc-0/7aebcbd0f84.html 





Wisconsin's Way Out of UCLA’s Taxable Hotel 
Dilemma: But We Really ... 


Sunday, August 19, 2012 


In an earlier post today citing an online lesson from Stanford, we pointed to UCLA’s hotel 
tax dilemma. We learned about Unrelated Business Income (UBI) and Unrelated 
Business Income Tax (UBIT). It appears that much of the proposed use of the UCLA 
hotel is in fact taxable and yet commercial-type business is forbidden in the UCLA case 
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due to the way the hotel is to be financed. 


Wi SCO nsi n Now some readers might say that our blog just harps 


on the negative side of the UCLA hotel proposal and 
never offers anything positive. That isn’t really true 
since we did offer a realistic alternative to the 
proposal until UCLA got the donors to write a letter 
saying it was the hotel or nothing. So — searching for 
a solution - we continued our internet exploration and 
have found a way out for UCLA, courtesy of the 
University of Wisconsin. 

The University of Wisconsin, like Stanford, has 
posted online guidance on the tax issue. But 
Wisconsin provides the one example in which a 
university hotel can take the kind of business UCLA 
proposes and yet not be taxable. Below in italics is 
the example from Wisconsin for a hypothetical university hotel that could be nontaxable: 

A University receives an off-campus restaurant as a gift. The restaurant is managed and 
operated by students in Hotel/Restaurant Management. (Not taxable because contributes 
importantly to the educational mission.) 

Source: http://www.bussvc.wisc.edu/acct/policy/rpa/rpa2ops.html 
So there you have it. All UCLA needs to do is create a new School of Hotel Management 
and degree and use only hotel school students (free labor!!) to staff the proposed hotel 
for college credit! 

Of course, any such school and degree program will need Academic Senate and 
Regents approval before the September Regents meeting where the final approval for 
the hotel project is to be on the agenda. But since the Regents are in a mood now to 
approve anything related to the hotel, getting a rubber stamp approval for a new school 
should be no problem. And since UCLA’s administration likes to say that the Academic 
Senate is just fine with the hotel plan, the powers-that-be on campus shouldn't have any 
problem getting quick Senate approval for the new Hotel Bachelor of Management(HOT- 
BM) degree. 

Such a simple idea! | know you're asking: Seriously, folks, when the September 
Regents meeting rolls around, check to see if there is presented any solution to the tax 
problem. 


It's not quite the Subway to the Sea that is 
eventually supposed to... 


Monday, August 20, 2012 


...But starting next week there will be an express bus from UCLA to the new Expo light 
rail line which currently terminates in Culver City (and is being extended to Santa Monica 
circa 2015). The Expo line goes to downtown LA and links to other rail services. 


Details at http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/big-blue-bus-offers-1-rides-to-culver-city- 
expo 
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Another Little 405 Inconvenience for UCLA 
Nightbirds 


Tuesday, August 21, 2012 


We're too late to give you the Monday night 
warning but the action (inaction?) repeats 
tonight: 


Full closure of all |-405 northbound lanes 
(between the Montana Avenue and Moraga 
Drive), Sunset Boulevard (between 
Barrington Avenue and Veteran Avenue) 
and Church Lane (between Sepulveda 
Boulevard and Kiel Street) on the night of 
Monday, August 20th / morning of Tuesday, 
August 21st. All Sunset on/off-ramps (with 
the exception of the SB I-405 off-ramp) will be closed, as well. 

Where: l-405 and Sunset Boulevard 

When: NB freeway will be closed from midnight until 5am on Tuesday morning. Sunset 
Boulevard, Church Lane and freeway ramps will be closed from 10pm (on Monday) until 
6am (on Tuesday). 

Mitigation: NB freeway traffic will be detoured from the freeway at Montana to NB 
Sepulveda to Moraga, where it will again enter the freeway. WB Sunset traffic will be 
detoured to SB Veteran to WB Wilshire to NB Barrington to WB Sunset. EB Sunset traffic 
will be detoured SB Barrington to EB Wilshire to NB Veteran to EB Sunset. Local access 
will be maintained on Sunset and Church. 





Is Catch-Up the Strategy on the Tax Initiative? 
Tuesday, August 21, 2012 


The opponents of the governor's tax initiative are already on the radio advertising. 

Although the governor's campaign for his tax initiative is in principle in motion, the media 
advertising has yet to begin. As readers of this blog will know, the Regents have 
endorsed the governor's initiative. 


When Jerry Brown ran for governor in 2010, he also was slow to get going against Meg 
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Whitman. However, he did win with a 
concentrated blitz toward the end. Possibly, 
that is the strategy now. It is unclear how 
much funding opponents will have for full- 
fledged media campaign as the November 
election nears. But you can hear their ad - 
technically a general purpose "issues" ad - 
at the link below: 


A summer reading suggestion 


Tuesday, August 21, 2012 


Enrollment rates of recent high school graduates to UC 
and CSU have declined 


m a-g graduates 
= All high school graduates 


Percentage 


Enrollment rates of recent high school graduates have dropped 
across racial and ethnic groups 


UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 





Perhaps you would like to read about the 
impact of the state budget crisis on public 
higher ed in California. Below are two 
charts from a recent PPIC study, a link to 
which is provided at the bottom of this 
posting. 

You can find the full report entitled 
"Defunding Higher Education” at: 


http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/report/R_ 
512HJR.pdf 


Good News/Bad News 
Wednesday, August 22, 2012 


The good news is that reading this blog 
every day will keep you informed about 
UCLA and UC concerns. 


The bad news, according to our friends 
down the road in Santa Monica at the 
Milken Institute, is that it can make you fat: 


Waistlines of the World: The Effect of 
Information and Communications 
Technology on Obesity 
Summary: 
Information and communications 
technologies have improved living 
standards around the world. But the increased amount of time that people devote to 
using computers, watching TV and playing video games- so-called "screen time" -is a 
significant factor in the global rise of obesity. 

In Waistlines of the World: the Effect of Information and Communications Technology on 

Obesity,|nstitute researchers establish a direct connection between spikes in technology 
adoption and subsequent increases in obesity rates. The report charts the dramatic rise 
in obesity in 27 OECD countries. 
The human and economic cost for the increasing weight of the world is high. Obesity in 
particular, and being overweight in general , are triggers for disability and many chronic 
diseases, with obesity being the fifth leading cause of death worldwide. In the United 
States, the medical-cost burden due to obesity climbed to 9.1 percent of annual medical 
spending in 2006, from 6.5 percent in 1998. 

The causes for the obesity bulge are various, but the Milken Institute researchers chart 
the effect that the worldwide transition toward an information-based economy has had on 
work habits and lifestyle. 

The good news? The study also found that in countries with high ICT investment rates, a 
1 percent increase in the number of physically active people can prevent a 0.2 percent 
rise in obesity. The report makes recommendations for strategic solutions, and provides 
information about a number of programs and policies that governments, corporations, 
and non-profit groups around the world have pioneered to keep obesity in check. 
Download the paper at http://www. milkeninstitute.org/pdf/Waistlines-of-the-World.pdf 

(But maybe you should print it out rather than read it online.) 





Money Race on Governor's Initiative 
Wednesday, August 22, 2012 


In a posting yesterday, we noted that the opponents of the governor's tax initiative (Prop 
30) have begun campaigning with radio "issue" ads. 


It appears, however, that in the race to raise money for the election campaign, a lot more 
has been raised to support the initiative than to oppose it. There were concerns that the 
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“paycheck protection" initiative (Prop 32) - 
which also is on the ballot in November - 
would divert union funds away from from 
the governor's campaign. (Prop 32 would 
ban union payroll dues deductions from 
being used for political purposes.) Indeed, 
much funding has gone into opposing Prop 
32 so there may be some diversion. But the 
governor still has a comfortable money 
margin at this point. See the two charts 
below on the two initiatives: 

The Regents have endorsed Prop 30. 








TEMPORARY TAXES TO FUND EDUCATION. 
GUARANTEED LOCAL PUBLIC SAFETY 


RUNDING You can follow the money race for these 


initiatives and other propositions and 
PROP30 Campaign Resources . 
$12.5M candidates on the ballot at 
Seren! sodas 267% http://www.rhughes.com/dollardollarbill/ 


OPPOSE: $1,533,920 


Estimated Resources 


ee ee ee 
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PROHIBITS POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS BY 
PAYROLL DEDUCTIONS. PROHIBITIONS ON 
CONTRIBUTIONS TO CANDIDATES. 


PROP32 Campaign Resources 
$2 5M 


Wednesday, Aug 22, 2012 
SUPPORT: $2,480,087.34 
OPPOSE: $23,562,772.95 





n 
a 
ar 
= 
= 
(m) 
a 
ET 
4 
wD 
w 
- 
w 
E 
b 
a 
Ww 


jul 23 Aug 6 Aug 20 





l — SUPPORT — OPPOSE | 


rhughes.com/dollardollarbill 





Will He Sign It? 
Wednesday, August 22, 2012 


State lawmakers have approved first-in-the-nation legislation requiring California 
universities with the most high-profile sports programs to provide financial protections for 
student athletes who suffer career-ending injuries... 
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SB1525 would apply to universities that 
receive more than $10 million annually in 
sports media revenue. The bill by Sen. Alex 
Padilla, a Democrat from Los Angeles, 
would apply this year to the University of 
Southern California, UCLA, Berkeley and 
Stanford University... 


Foul | article a t 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/08/22/474912 
3/bill-would-help-injured-student.html 





Before we get all-a-twitter about this issue, 
maybe the question fo... 


Thursday, August 23, 2012 


Another bill related to higher ed seems to 
be going to Governor Brown's desk. Not 
clear that section 2(a) is compatible with 
2(c). The bill apparently was triggered by 
reports that some employers were requiring 
job applicants to hand over their Facebook, 
Twitter, etc., passwords. But this bill, unlike 
another in the legislature, refers to 
universities, not employers. Is it really 
addressing a known problem? Even if it is, 
maybe the governor needs to send this one 
back for more work; blanket prohibitions 
can lead to unforeseen difficulties down the road. 





Last year, Brown vetoed an unrelated bill saying "not every human problem deserves a 
law." 


BILL NUMBER: SB 1349 
PASSED THE SENATE AUGUST 21, 2012 
PASSED THE ASSEMBLY AUGUST 16, 2012 


An act to add Chapter 2.5 (commencing with Section 99120) to Part 65 of Division 14 of 
Title 3 of the Education Code, relating to 
social media privacy. 


LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 


Social media privacy: postsecondary education. Existing law establishes and sets forth 
the missions and functions of the public and independent institutions of postsecondary 
education in the state. This bill would prohibit public and private postsecondary 
educational institutions, and their employees and representatives, from requiring or 


UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 


117 


118 


requesting a student, prospective student, or student group to disclose, access, or 
divulge personal social media, as defined, information, as specified. The bill would 
prohibit a public or private postsecondary educational institution from threatening a 
student, prospective student, or student group with or taking specified pecuniary actions 
for refusing to comply with a request or demand that violates that prohibition. The bill 
would require a private nonprofit or for-profit postsecondary educational institution to post 
its social media privacy policy on the institution's Internet Web site. 


THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 


SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares that quickly evolving technologies and 
social media services and Internet Web sites create new challenges when seeking to 
protect the privacy rights of students at California's postsecondary educational 
institutions. It is the intent of the Legislature to protect those rights and provide students 
with an opportunity for redress if their rights are violated. It is also the intent of the 
Legislature that public postsecondary educational institutions match compliance and 
reporting requirements for private nonprofit and for-profit postsecondary educational 
institutions imposed by this act. 


SEC. 2. Chapter 2.5 (commencing with Section 99120) is added to Part 65 of Division 14 
of Title 3 of the Education Code, to read: 


CHAPTER 2.5. SOCIAL MEDIA PRIVACY 


99120. As used in this chapter, "social media" means an electronic service or account, or 
electronic content, including, but not limited to, videos or still photographs, blogs, video 
blogs, podcasts, instant and text messages, email, online services or accounts, or 
Internet Web site profiles or locations. 

99121. (a) Public and private postsecondary educational institutions, and their employees 
and representatives, shall not require or request a student, prospective student, or 
student group to do any of the following: 

(1) Disclose a user name or password for accessing personal social media. 

(2) Access personal social media in the presence of the institution's employee or 
representative. 

(3) Divulge any personal social media information. 

(b) A public or private postsecondary educational institution shall not suspend, expel, 
discipline, threaten to take any of those actions, or otherwise penalize a student, 
prospective student, or student group in any way for refusing to comply with a request or 
demand that violates this section. 

(c) This section shall not do either of the following: 

(1) Affect a public or private postsecondary educational institution's existing rights and 
obligations to protect against and investigate alleged student misconduct or violations of 
applicable laws and regulations. 

(2) Prohibit a public or private postsecondary educational institution from taking any 
adverse action against a student, prospective student, or student group for any lawful 
reason. 

99122. A private nonprofit or for-profit postsecondary educational institution shall post its 
social media privacy policy on the institution's Internet Web site. 


Source: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_1301- 
1350/sb_1349_bill_20120822 enrolled.html 
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Is this bill a necessity? 


More Spam - Supposedly from UCLA - to Which 
You Don't Want to Respond 


Thursday, August 23, 2012 


Here is a new wrinkle in the ongoing 
attempts to get you to click on messages 
about your UCLA email account from 
spammers. 


In the past, they have sent warnings 
(sometimes with bad spelling and grammar) 
that your account would be closed if you 
didn't respond. But now they offer you good 
news, if only you will click. See below but 
don't click if you got the email! Just delete 
it. Look closely and you will see that the 
message comes from Italy (maybe) but not UCLA. The return address is given as 
ucla4554 (at) libero. it. 





In case you have not noticed, the mail storage quota for your UCLA Bruin OnLine Email 
Account has been doubled to 150 Megabytes. This is the first of many planned service 
improvements. Kindly log on ( phony link) to look for additional increases and other 
announcements in the near future. 


Quick Action for Dumb Questions at U of 
Colorado? 


Friday, August 24, 2012 


According to the chancellor of the U of 
Colorado, faculty may not shut down a 
class just because a student is carrying a 
gun. So reports Inside Higher Ed today: 


The Colorado Supreme Court ruled earlier 
this year that students with concealed carry 
permits could bring handguns to university 
classrooms. ...(T)his week, Jerry Peterson, 
a professor of physics at the University of 
Colorado at Boulder and chair of the 
Boulder Faculty Assembly, said he would 
cancel classes if he found that someone had brought a firearm to class... (But) Philip P. 
DiStefano, the chancellor at UC-Boulder, sent out an e-mail Tuesday to faculty members 
that they could not shut down a class if a student with a concealed carry permit brought a 
gun... 

Full story at http://www. insidehighered.com/quicktakes/201 2/08/24/boulder-faculty-told- 
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not-cancel-classes-over-guns 
On the other hand, faculty could presumably also carry a gun and if someone asked a 
really dumb question: 


And Yet Another Bill for the Governor to Sign (or 
Not) 


Friday, August 24, 2012 


We have been reporting on bills related to 
UC that have been sent to Governor Brown 
for his signature or veto. Here is another: 


A bill approved by the state Senate would 
give University of California and California 
State University research assistants the 
right to collective bargaining... It would 
affect 14,000 research assistants in the UC 
system and about 2,000 at CSU schools....Gov. Jerry Brown has until the end of 
September to act on the bill. Full story at 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/08/23/4752473/uc-csu-research-assistants-would.htm! Will 
Brown sign? Here is what proponents say: 





Read more here: http://www.sacbee.com/2012/08/23/4752473/uc-csu-research- 
assistants-would.html#storylink=cpy 


Could the legislature pass a last-minute tax with 
revenue for cutti... 


Saturday, August 25, 2012 


It seemed improbable a bill of that kind 
could pass until recently, although we have 
included some reporting about one such bill 
in two prior posta on this blog. (Scroll back 
to August 14 and 15 for those posts.) And 
the story of how the legislative sausage is 
(or might be) made is complicated and 
involves a bunch of seemingly-unrelated 
elements. But there appears to be at least a 
chance now for the bill to pass. So let’s 
start with a cast of characters: 





John Pérez is speaker of the state assembly. He is the sponsor of a bill that would close 
a corporate tax loophole. He wants to use the money raised from that closing to make 
large cuts in tuition at public higher ed institutions in California. But because his bill 
involves a tax increase, it requires a 2/3 vote in both houses of the legislature. Thus, 
even if all Democrats in the assembly vote for it, it still needs two more votes. A few days 
ago, those two votes were rounded up from the two folks listed below so the bill passed 
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the assembly with the required 2/3. However, the bill would have to be passed in the 
state senate and — until recently — the bill seemed dead there. Note that the legislature is 
operating under an August 31 deadline, i.e., the end of next week. 

Nathan Fletcheris a member of the state assembly who dropped his Republican affiliation 
and is now Officially an independent. (As | recall, the switch occurred as part of a failed 
attempt to become mayor of San Diego.) He voted for the Perez tax bill. 

Brian Nestande is a Republican member of the state assembly who became a renegade 
when he voted for the corporate loophole tax bill. His party punished him for that vote. 

It appears that there were two inducements for Fletcher and Nestande to support the 
Pérez tax bill. First, the loophole developed out of a budget deal that goes back to the 
Schwarzenegger era. Under the loophole, out-of-state corporations doing business in 
California get a choice of two methods of calculating their corporate profits tax — and so 
can pick the most advantageous. California-based corporations, who may be competitors 
of the out-of-staters, don’t have the dual options. So there is support in parts of the in- 
state business community to end the loophole. 

Second, there is CEQA, a major state environmental law. Developers and the business 
community don’t like CEQA because it allows environmental lawsuits that hold up 
projects. Some elements in the labor union community — the construction trades - also 
don’t like CEQA for the same reason. Republicans don’t like it. Governor Brown doesn’t 
seem to like it, either, partly because it could be used to hold up his high-speed rail 
project. So there was a push last week in the legislature to modify CEQA and make 
lawsuits more difficult to file. Perez may have offered the CEQA modification to Nestande 
to induce his vote on the tax bill. The only problem is that the CEQA modification attempt 
was killed in the legislature last week. 

But then there is the fire fighting fee. As part of a past budget deal, rural residents who 
depend on state fire fighting services were charged a fee of $150 per year which they 
don't like. (They like the service but not paying for it.) It passed because of the distinction 
between fees — which can be passed by a simple majority — and taxes — which require 
2/3. Republicans don’t like fees, just as they don't like taxes. So now Pérez has 
rejiggered his close-the-loophole-and-cut-tuition bill to include repealing the fire fighting 
fee. That is, the new version uses some of the loophole money to offset the loss of the 
fee, but still includes big cuts in tuition. 

With that adjustment, it is possible now that the bill could pass both houses. Presumably, 
Fletcher and Nestande would vote for it in its modified form again. So that would take 
care of passage in the assembly. Conceivably, two Republicans in the senate from rural 
districts might be induced to vote for it in order to kill the fire fighting fee. And it is 
conceivable that Governor Brown would sign the bill if it got to him. 

You may know that on the November ballot, there is a proposition that closes the same 
corporate loophole but earmarks some of the resulting revenue for energy efficiency, not 
tuition. | am not sure what would happen if both the Perez bill and the proposition passed. 
However, the proposition has not been polling well. 

Some info about these developments Is at 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/08/gut-and-amend-bill-links-repeal-of-fire- 
fee-with-corporate-tax-hike.html. 

Note: If you go to that article, you will see the phrase “gut and amend.” The phrase and 
the technique stems from a legislative rule that bars new bills from being introduced this 
late in the session. But there are lots of bills that went nowhere during the session lying 
around that technically are still alive. So when a new bill is needed, the practice is to take 
some old bill from the walking dead — a bill which often has absolutely nothing to do with 
the new objective — and amend every word in it to be a de facto new bill. 


Anyway, that's how they make the sausage in Sacramento. Or you can try it at home: 
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You might want to check out the cheap textbook 
website for errors 


saturday, August 25, 2012 


The San Francisco Chronicle today has an 
article about a website that is supposed to 
give students alternative options, i.e., 
= cheaper prices, for buying assigned 
ow RRS ope textbooks. But the article notes that the site 
' e has some problems. It may give a price for 
other than the latest edition of the assigned 
book. And it omits Amazon as a possible 


Source. 











| tried the website for my two departments, management and public policy. For whatever 
reason, it had listings for the former but not the latter. It picks up any assigned books for 
the departments and courses it does list, whether they are textbooks or some other kind 
of book. 


If you are teaching and assigning books, you might want to check what the site is telling 
your students in case there are errors (Such as listing an earlier edition). 


The article, which also features concerns from university bookstores that they will lose 
business if students buy books online, can be found at: 
http://www.sfgate.com/education/article/T extbook-price-check-tool-met-with-doubt- 
3814479.php 


The cheap book website is: 
http://www.20mm.org/T extbook-Search.html 


UCLA History: Rheingold Loser 
Saturday, August 25, 2012 


Rheingold was a regional beer in the New 

York City area for decades until the 
brewery went out of business in the mid- 
1970s. As a promotion, it sponsored a 
"Miss Rheingold" contest as the pictures on 
the left indicate. (The label was revived by 
another company in the 1990s and 
apparently the contest is being revived, 
too.) 


In the 1963 contest, a UCLA grad was one 
of the six finalists. She is one of the six in 
the black and white photo. Which one is not 
known. And she didn't win. (The actual 
winner is shown in the picture on the lower 
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left.) However, her voice was immortalized on the radio ad which you can hear at the link 
below. 

UPDATE: The full ad can be heard below. The interviewer was famed baseball manager 
Casey Stengel. 


UCLA History: Normal Gathering 
Sunday, August 26, 2012 


A 1904 gathering of students and teachers 
at the State Normal School in downtown LA 
(where the Central Library is now). The 
Normal School later moved to Vermont 
Avenue and then became the initial campus 
of UCLA before the move to Westwood in 
1929. The Vermont Avenue campus site is 
now LA City College (corner of Vermont 
and Normal Street). 
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More Sausage, Sacramento Style 
Monday, August 27, 2012 


A couple of days ago, we provided some 
insights into the sausage making of a bill in 
the legislature that would lower tuition with 
revenue from closing a corporate tax 
loophole. 


Today's LA Times carries an interesting 
article on the sausage making process 
behind the governor's tax initiative on the 
November ballot, the initiative the Regents 
have endorsed. 


Basically, the article looks at the sources of 
funding for the campaign. The theme is that 
various large firms in industries that might 
be hit by proposals for specific taxes (such 
as oil, liquor, and soft drinks) if the initiative doesn't pass and the state continues its 
budget crisis preferred a tax proposal that relied on general taxation. Prop 30 - the 
initiative in question - involves increases in income and sales taxes. Other firms have 
interests in Sacramento and it never hurts to be nice to the powers-that-be. 





The article also notes something that we have also posted about: the large funding 
advantage so far that the "pro" side has so fare relative to the "con" side. 


The article is at: 
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http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-proposition30-20120827,0,684082.story 


As more sausages are made in Sacramento, we will continue to post about them: 


LA Business Journal Editorial on the UCLA Hotel: 
Shrink It! 


Monday, August 27, 2012 


UCLA Hotel Reservations: Editorial 
(excerpt) 
Charles Crumpley, Editor, LA Business 
Journal, August 27, 2012 
...(M)any businesses are fine with the 
conference center. It’s the hotel they have 
reservations about. They fear it'll bottle up 
the visitors. Since conference goers will 
only have to go upstairs to their rooms, they 
won't need to walk to a nearby hotel. That 
means they'll be far less likely to dine or 
drink or watch a movie in Westwood. 
...And the nearby hotels? Well, you can 
imagine they hate UCLA’s proposed hotel.For one thing, there'll be plenty of rooms at the 
inn — 250 in all... What really galls the innkeepers is that UCLA, thanks to its tax-exempt 
status, wouldn't have to charge guests the city’s 14 percent occupancy tax. That would 
make the UCLA hotel an unfair competitor, they claim... 
Opponents claim they’ve done some research and now have some real questions about 
whether the hotel could claim tax-exempt status. The UCLA hotel should have to charge 
occupancy and sales taxes, they believe. But that presumably would need to be 
determined in court, which implies delays and legal expenses for the regents and for 
UCLA. And that brings up another question. If the hotel is not a tax-exempt enterprise, 
would that mean taxable — not tax-free — status for the $112 million or so in bonds sold to 
build the complex? 
Where does the UCLA faculty come down? Well, many obviously would love to have a 
conference center right in the center of campus. ...But some are skeptical that the 
complex, especially the hotel, will be profitable. And what happens if it is unable to pay its 
own way? Will money that the faculty depends on for the school’s educational mission 
have to be diverted to pay for the hotel? 
... UCLA is a public trust. It needs to be a good neighbor and keep peace with nearby 
businesses, its community generally and with the taxpaying public at large (not to 
mention donors and potential donors). The solution seems simple. Build a grand 
conference center. Scale back the hotel. 
Full editorial at http://www.labusinessjournal.com/news/2012/aug/2//ucla-hotel- 
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reservations/ 


The editorial is what we have been saying all along. Is anyone in Murphy or on the 
Regents prepared to listen? 
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June Trigger; August Cap 


Tuesday, August 28, 2012 


Note: This posting has been updated with a 
report at the very bottom indicating UC is 
not included in the pension deal. 


First we had a trigger cut as part of the 
state budget enacted in June. Now we are 
about to hear about a pension cap. 
According to various news reports, the 
legislative leaders will announce later today 
what they are going to do with Governor 
Brown's pension proposals. They have 
apparently dropped his hybrid idea of a mix 
of defined benefit and defined contribution 
and are sticking with defined benefit. But 
some kind of cap will also apparently be in 
the proposal. 





We will need to watch whether UC is in the legislative proposal or not. The Regents 
adopted their own pension modification in 2010: a two-tier plan for new hires. The 
Regents’ plan does not have a cap. 


For a news report on this matter, see: 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/the_state_worker/2012/08/state-and-local-government-pension- 
changes-include-caps-higher-retire-ages-democrats-reach-deal-on-public-pension- 
overhaul.html 


UPDATE: Below is what the governor released today. It is a media release - not an actual 
bill - so not all details can be seen. One "detail" not included is whether UC is in or out. 


Governor Brown Announces Pension Reform Agreement to Save Billions by Capping 
Benefits, Increasing the Retirement Age and Stopping Abuse 

8-28-2012 

LOS ANGELES - Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. today outlined a sweeping pension 
reform agreement that saves billions of taxpayer dollars by capping benefits, increasing 
the retirement age, stopping abusive practices and requiring state employees to pay at 
least half of their pension costs. 

“These reforms make fundamental changes that rein in costs and help to ensure that our 
public retirement system is sustainable for the long term. These reforms require sacrifice 
from public employees and represent a significant step forward,” said Governor Brown. 

“If the legislature approves these reforms, public retirement benefits will be lower than 
when | took office in 1975,” said Governor Brown. “Additional changes would require a 
vote of the people,” he added. 

The pension reform agreement includes substantial benefit rollbacks for public 
employees. It requires all current state employees and all new public employees to pay 
for at least 50 percent of their pensions and establishes this as the norm for all public 
workers in California. Importantly, these new reforms eliminate state-imposed barriers 
that have prevented local governments from increasing employee contributions. 

Further, it bans abusive practices used to enhance pension payouts. 
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“No more spiking, no more air time, no more pensions earned by convicted felons,” said 
Governor Brown. “We're cleaning up a big mess and the agreement reached with 
Legislative leaders today is historic in its far reaching implications.” 

Public Employee Pension Reform Act of 2012Caps Pensionable Salaries • Caps 
pensionable salaries at the Social Security contribution and wage base of $110,100 (or 
120 percent of that amount for employees not covered by Social Security). 

Establishes Equal Sharing of Pension Costs as the Standard ° California state employees 
are leading the way and are paying for at least 50 percent of normal costs of their 
pension benefits. Requires new employees to contribute at least half of normal costs, and 
sets a similar target for current employees, subject to bargaining. ° Eliminates current 
restrictions that impede local employers from having their employees help pay for 
pension liabilities. e° Permits employers to develop plans that are lower cost and lower risk 
if certified by the system’s actuary and approved by the legislature. e Provides additional 
authority to local employers to require employees to pay for a greater share of pension 
costs through impasse proceedings if they are unsuccessful in achieving the goal of 50- 
50 cost sharing in 5 years. « Directs state savings from cost sharing toward additional 
payments to reduce the state’s unfunded liability. 

Unilaterally Rolls Back Retirement Ages and Formulas « Increases retirement ages by 
two years or more for all new public employees. ° Rolls back the unsustainable retirement 
benefit increases granted in 1999 and reduces the benefits below the levels in effect for 
decades. ° Eliminates all 3 percent formulas going forward. « For local miscellaneous 
employees: 2.5 percent at 55 changes to 2 percent at 62; with a maximum of 2.5 percent 
at 67. * For local fire and police employees: 3 percent at 50 changes to 2.7 percent at 57. 
e Establishes consistent formulas for all new employees going forward. 

Ends Abuses ° Requires three-year final compensation to stop spiking for all new 
employees. Ħ• Calculates benefits based on regular, recurring pay to stop spiking for all 
new employees. « Limits post-retirement employment for all employees. « Felons will 
forfeit pension benefits. e Prohibits retroactive pension increases for all employees. ° 
Prohibits pension holidays for all employees and employers. « Prohibits purchases of 
service credit for all employees. 

Source: http:/Awww.gov.ca.gov/ news.php?id=1 7694 


Further update: Public sector unions are not happy with the deal: But the latest news 
says university employees are not included. See: 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/the_state_worker/2012/08/unions-blast-california-public-pension- 
reform-plan.html#more 


Still further update: Here is the official document that excludes UC: 
http://aper.assembly.ca.gov/si tes/aper.assembly.ca.gov/files 
/CC%20Summary%20Report.pdf 

[Eric Hayes of CUCFA provided this link.] 


Is UCLA Missing Out on a Two-for-One Sale on 
lts Hotel? 


Wednesday, August 29, 2012 


| happened to be looking at a listing of major construction projects in LA County that 
appeared this week in the LA Business Journal.* Now we all know that UCLA is 
proposing to build a 250-room hotel for $162 million. But in downtown LA, Marriott is 
building a two-hotel structure - 28 stories high! - for only $172 million. That's right; two 
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hotels for a little more than UCLA is getting 
one. Of course, they're not quite as big. 
One is 174 rooms and the other is 218 
rooms. But still, you do get 28 stories which 
would really give a nice view of Westwood 
from the roof. Anyway, | just thought | 
would mention the possibility of getting a 
two-fer since the Regents are meeting to 
finalize their OK of the hotel in September 
and | thought they would like to know. 


Maybe UCLA is just too busy with its 
construction projects to worry about such 
matters. Here is a list of other UCLA capital 
projects, also courtesy of the LA Business 
Journal: 





UCLA Santa Monica Orthopaedic Hospital 
$289.1 million 


Pauley Pavillion Renovation and Expansion 
$84.2 million 


CHS South Tower Seismic Renovation 
$80.0 million 


Sproul Phase II 
$80.0 million 


Edie and Lew Wasserman Building 
$78.0 million 


| did ask our former governor what he thought about all of these projects: 
--------- *Note: The construction data come from the August 27 issue. You have to be a 
subscriber to see it. 


Continuing Hot Potato Issue for UC 
Wednesday, August 29, 2012 


We noted this issue in an earlier posting on an internal university debate - which 
apparently has now reached the legislature: 


The University of California says it won't support a resolution condemning anti-Semitism 
on campus - approved unanimously by the state Assembly on Tuesday - because the 
resolution says "no public resources will be allowed to be used for any anti-Semitic or any 
intolerant agitation." 

"We think it's problematic because of First Amendment concerns," said Steve Montiel, a 
UC spokesman. 

The nonbinding resolution, says, in effect, that UC and other public universities should 
ban activity that could be interpreted as intolerant or anti-Semitic, including certain 
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demonstrations, from taking place anywhere on its 
property. The move is the latest chapter in a debate 
that arose this summer over whether students create 
an intolerable, anti-Semitic environment by staging 
annual, anti-Israel protests mimicking Israeli guards 
questioning Palestinians... 

F u I| s tory a t 
http://www.sfgate.com/education/article/UC-rejects- 
anti-Semitism-resolution-3822759.php 

Meanwhile, there is a lesser issue at UCLA that some 
would say involves speech: 
http://www.latimes.com/sports/college/usc/la-sp-usc- 
barkley-billboard-20120829,0,6644546.story 





Follow Up on the Pension Bill 
Wednesday, August 29, 2012 


Yesterday, we posted an item on the deal on public 
Poon Cones Repon No. pensions reached by the governor and legislature. 
AMENDED IN SENATE SEPTEMBER 7,201] Today, | looked for the actual bill's language for a 


AMENDED IN SENATE SEPTEMBER 2, 2011 


AMENDED IN SENATE JUNE 22,2011 formal exclusion of UC’s pension plan from the deal. | 
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 25, 2011 . E 
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 14, 2011 think I found it in the language reproduced below from 
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL I1, 2011 . 

AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY FEBRUARY 24, 2011 the bill, AB 340. 


ASSEMBLY BILL No. 340 


SEC. 19. Section 20281.5 of the Government Code is 
(Eomer s Ave Membere Huber mnt M amended to read: 20281.5. (a) Notwithstanding 
(Coauthor: sembly Member Alen) Section 20281, a person who becomes a state 
TENENS miscellaneous member or state industrial member of 
PANONE TN: VAE E e a the system on or after the effective date of this section 
2 BURNS, and 2m KE ai because the person is first employed by the state and 
r aaa mi is see esis È qualifies for membership shall be subject to the 
Sorcha 2d as oe provisions of this section... ( c) Notwithstanding 
subdivision (a), this section shall not apply to any of the 
following: (1) Persons who are already members or annuitants of the system at the time 
they are first employed by the state. (2) Employees of the California State University, or 
the legislative or judicial branch of state government. (3) Members of the Judges' 
Retirement System, the Judges' Retirement System II, the Legislators’ Retirement 
System, the State Teachers' Retirement System, or the University of California 
Retirement Plan. ... 
The full bill containing the governor/legislature pension plan is at: 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0301- 
0350/ab_340_bill_20120828 proposed.htmland 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_0301- 
0350/ab_340_bill_20120828 proposed.pdf 
The bill — if you look at it — has dates on the first page going back into 2011 because it is 
one of those “gut and amend” pieces of legislation used for last-minute purposes. To get 
around rules banning new bills being introduced, a bill that has gone nowhere but isn't 


technically dead yet is amended by completely removing its original contents and 
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substituting entirely new language. 

In the end, despite how it was produced, it’s just a plain bill: 

UPDATE: An additional document formalizing the UC exclusion is the conference 
committee report describing the bill: 

Open publication - Free publishing - More california 


More on the Hot Potato: Assembly May 
Reconsider 


Thursday, August 30, 2012 


Yesterday, we posted a hot potato item 
concerning a state assembly resolution 
dealing with anti-Semitism and anti-Israel 
demonstrations on California campuses. 
Issues were raised about free speech 
implications of the (non-binding) resolution. 
Readers will recall from that posting that 
UC declined to comply. Now apparently the 
assembly may reconsider, although in the 
future - not now: 


A state lawmaker is promising to introduce 
a fix to an Assembly resolution that stirred 
controversy because it urged California 
universities to crack down on demonstrations against Israel. Assemblywoman Bonnie 
Lowenthal said Wednesday that she would work on a resolution that would affirm First 
Amendment rights on campus when the Legislature reconvenes in January. The Long 
Beach Democrat and 66 of the Assembly's 80 members provoked a storm of criticism on 
Tuesday when they approved a resolution that condemned anti-Semitism but also asked 
administrators at California's public colleges and universities to combat anti-Israel 
actions... Full article at http://www.fresnobee.com/2012/08/29/296991 1/assembly-to- 
affirm-speech-rights.html 





Issue ads may quack like ducks... 
Thursday, August 30, 2012 


...but technically, they are not ducks. We have noted in earlier posts on this blog that a) 

Governor Brown seems to have a big campaign funding advantage for his tax initiative - 
Prop 30, but that b) "issue ads" that are not technically part of the campaign against Prop 
30 have been airing on the radio. Apparently, a new TV ad is airing sponsored by the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce which can be inferred to suggest voting against tax 
increases, but doesn't mention Prop 30 (or the other two tax propositions on the ballot). 


Exactly why the U.S. Chamber is involved is unclear since the state business community 
hasn't taken a clear stance yet on Prop 30. Some California firms are supporting the 
Official "pro" campaign for it. 
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The Sacramento Bee carries a story about the TV ad: 
(excerpt) 


..Based on Federal Communications Commission 
documents, the U.S. Chamber spent at least $431,000 in 
the Los Angeles and Sacramento broadcast markets on 
ads starting today and lasting through Sept. 6. The ad 
never mentions Brown's initiative, Proposition 30, but it 
uses arguments that opponents are expected to repeat 
down the campaign stretch... 

F u I | s t or y a t 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/08/us- 
chamber-launches-ad-attacking-california-budget- 
economy.html 

The TV ad itself can be seen below: 


Read more here: http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/08/us-chamber- 
launches-ad-attacking-california-budget-economy.html#storylink=cpy 


UCLA: How about Buying Palomar? 


Thursday, August 30, 2012 





Sale by Invitation of a $59.6MM Nonperforming 
Hospitality Mortgage Loan Located in Los Angeles, CA 


me CBRE National Loan Sale Advisory Group has been retained b 
xclusiv ye fnan ncial advisor for the sale chain non; orton: ini 
S hapal balan of approximately $59.6 Millio; 


a ahy; Collateral: The ollateral is a high quality, full-service hotel comprisin: 
Oms The hotel feat t t and 
ter 


e demand drivers includin 
tivity in the immediate area, 


ent: The property was built in 1972 and 
2007 & 2008 
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No, not the observatory. The Palomar 
Hotel on Wilshire, a short distance from 
UCLA. Back in March, the Regents asked 
why UCLA didn't buy the W Hotel rather 
than build its own. The W may not be for 
sale. But the nearby Palomar Hotel is. See 
below. And cheap, too. Just a thought! 
UPDATE: We could have bought the W 
Hotel but it would have been twice as 
much, although considerably less than the 
planned UCLA hotel (which comes with free land, 
unlike the W). 
http://www.globest.com/news/12_423/losangeles/hot 


el/W-Los-Angeles-Hotel-Changes-Hands-for-125M- 
324549.html 
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Davis Chancellor in Another Controversy 
Friday, August 31, 2012 


Chancellor Katehi of UC-Davis spent much 
of the last academic year dealing with the 
pepper-spray incident. Now that the pepper 
incident controversy is (largely) over, 
another one has arisen. 


Your future starts here... 


Today's Sacramento Bee reports a new 
| Dean Neal Van Alfen % brouhaha at Davis, this one involving the 

aes | pas abrupt resignation of the dean of the ag 
school after the chancellor insisted on 
searching for his replacement 2 years 
before his term was up. Another 
administrator also resigned in protest. 
Although the ag school's website says "your future starts here," apparently neither 
administrator saw it that way. 





...Dean Neal Van Alfen and Executive Associate Dean James D. MacDonald tendered 
their resignations Tuesday in letters to Chancellor Linda P.B. Katehi and the university's 
provost, Ralph J. Hexter. Van Alfen intends to remain as a faculty member; MacDonald 
will leave the school. Long considered one of the nation’s premier agricultural schools, 
UC Davis now finds itself with what one state agricultural expert called "a void of 
leadership." UC Davis’ agriculture college is the campus' oldest... In his resignation letter 
and in an interview with The Bee, Van Alfen said the end of his tenure as dean was 
prompted by Katehi's decision in late July to start her search for a new dean two years 
before Van Alfen's current term was to expire... Van Alfen said Katehi asked him to serve 
until a replacement was found, but he declined... MacDonald, in a separate letter 
Tuesday, announced he was walking away in protest of Katehi's move to find a new dean 
for the college. He will resign today... Full story at 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/08/31/4774485/key-leaders-at-uc-davis-ag-college.html 


No "Ramp Jam" at Wilshire/Pension Deal 
Excluding UC Goes to Brown 


Friday, August 31, 2012 


Commuters to UCLA will know that the Wilshire ramps to the I-405 have been closed for 
construction. That project was termed "Ramp Jam" but apparently the jam is gone. At 
least some of the causes for traffic jams near UCLA as a result of the construction on the 
405 are ending: 


The westbound Wilshire Boulevard onramp to the northbound 405 Freeway and the 
northbound 405's offramp to westbound Wilshire will reopen Friday—three weeks earlier 
than planned, according to the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority. The ramps were closed June 22 in the first phase of a yearlong effort to 
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demolish and rebuild all eight ramps at the interchange, a 
project dubbed dubbed "Ramp Jam" and "Rampture.” The 
ramps were originally scheduled to reopen Sept. 22. The 
northbound l-405 offramp to westbound Wilshire opened 
at 6:30 a.m. The westbound Wilshire on-ramp to 
northbound 405 opened at 11:15 a.m... Full story at 
http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/wilshire-405-freeway- 
ramps-to-reopen-early My impression is that the closure 
of the ramps to the 405 on Wilshire actually eased traffic 
there but caused problems on Sunset and Santa Monica 
Boulevards because 405-linked traffic was diverted there. 
Meanwhile, the pension deal between the legislature and 
the governor which ended up excluding UC - and which 
had to be passed by tonight - in fact did go to Governor 
Brown. See earlier posts on that deal. Unlike some of the 
other last minute legislation that is being sent to the 
governor, he will surely sign the pension bill since he already agreed to it. 


Pension story at http://blogs.sacbee.com/the_state_worker/2012/08/california-legislature- 
sends-public-pension-overhaul-to-jerry-brown.htm! Anyway, you can express your 
appreciation for all the traffic improvements California authorities are providing, and for 
the legislature and governor ultimately excluding UC from the pension bill, by singing the 
state song: 


Bill to Cut Tuition Goes Down the Drain 
saturday, September 01, 2012 


The bill sponsored by assembly speaker 
John Perez that would close a corporate 
tax loophole with revenue dedicated to 
tuition cuts went down the drain last night. 
An earlier post on this blog noted that a 
version of it had gotten through the 
assembly — despite needing a 2/3 vote. 
(Perez got an independent and one 
renegade GOP member to vote for it, giving 
him the 2/3.) But getting 2/3 in the senate, 
despite all sorts of manipulations was not 
possible. 
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...(A) closely watched bill may have been 
too unwieldy to gain orbit. That was 
Assembly Speaker John Perez's gambit for new corporate taxes to fund middle-class 
college scholarships. By Friday night, the bill had been rejiggered to earmark some of the 
expected corporate tax dollars for paying off K-12 school debts, to replace a planned 
timber tax, revive the Healthy Families health care plan for low-income families. And 
those were just for starters -- as it may have helped keep some tobacco company taxes 
lower. Pérez, who worked virtually every angle on the bill, couldn't wrangle enough votes 
on the so-called mega deal. It officially died just after 1:00 a.m., one of only a few bills 
eligible for extra hours past the midnight deadline... 
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Full article at http://www.news10.net/capitol/article/20 7606/525/Big-bills-live-die-as- 
Legislature-adjourns 

Readers of this blog will know that the same corporate tax loophole would be closed by a 
proposition on the state ballot in November, but the revenues under that proposition are 
not earmarked for tuition reduction. Our earlier post on this bill is at: 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/08/could-legislature-pass-last-minute- 
tax.html 
Anyway, down the drain went the tuition bill, despite having the votes in one house of the 
legislature: 





The Approval of the Self-Sustaining MBA Seems 
to be Unsustainable 


saturday, September 01, 2012 


The Daily Bruin is reporting in an article 
dated 8/31/12 that the on-again-off-again 
move towards a “self sufficient” MBA 
program is off again: 


WHEELER Woolsey 


sl = Ja zi 2 A UC Academic Senate committee voted to 
X E “í S f > suspend their review of the Anderson 


a a 


School of Management’s proposal to 
\ aang become financially self-supporting, 
y MARJORIE LORD according to a memo sent to the school 
memene cd W today. ...The proposal passed the UCLA 
A a Legislative Assembly in June. To take 
effect, it needed to go through the UC 
Coordinating Committee on Graduate Affairs and the UC Office of the President. The 
graduate affairs committee voted 10-0-1 to halt the review. Members of the committee 
decided to halt the review in part because the Anderson School does not meet the 
requirements to be a self-supporting program at the UC, according to the memo. ... The 
proposal will not be reviewed further until a new policy on self-supporting programs is put 
into place or the original policy is modified, the memo stated. 
Full article at http://www.dailybruin.com/blog/timestamp/20 1 2/08/ucla-anderson-schools- 
self-supporting-proposal-suspended-by-uc-committee 





Seems like we've heard this song before: 
UPDATE: Inside Higher Ed reports on the issue: 


http://www. insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2012/09/04/new-obstacle-ucla-b-schools- 
planned-self-sufficiency 
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UCLA History: Clinic 


Sunday, September 02, 2012 


LA City Councilwoman Rosalind Wyman, UCLA 
Chancellor Franklin Murphy, Marion Davies, LA 
) County Supervisor Ernest Debs, and UCLA Med 

SITE OF THE School Dean Dr. Stafford L. Warren at the 
MARION DAVIES _ | groundbreaking of the new Marion Davies 
| Children's Wing at UCLA Medical Center. October 

7, 1960. [LAPL Collection] 
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UCLA History: Union President Visits 


Monday, September 03, 2012 
Our Labor Day Photo Selection: 


In the late 1940s, Ronald Reagan - then 
president of the Screen Actors Guild - 
attends a program at the new UCLA 
Institute of Industrial Relations (now the 
Institute for Research on Labor and 
Employment). 





Waiting for Details on the September 11-13 
Regents Meeting 


Tuesday, September 04, 2012 


The Regents are meeting Sept. 11-13 at UC-San Francisco. Below is the preliminary 
agenda — which includes the architectural plans for UCLA’s Hotel Super-Grandeand an 
“Action Approval” for some plans related to Health Sciences at UCLA. At the moment (7 
am today), the detailed agenda items are not yet posted. 


Tuesday September 11 1:00 pm Committee on Compliance and Audit (Regents only 
session) 1:10 pm Committee of the Whole - Public Comment (open session) 1:30 pm 
Committee on Compliance and Audit (open session) 3:00 pm Committee on Grounds and 
Buildings (open session) including: GB3 Action Amendment of the Long Range 
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Development Plan and Approval of Design Following 
Action Pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act, 
Luskin Conference and Guest Center, Los Angeles 
Campus and GB4 Action Approval of Preliminary Plans 
Funding, Teaching and Learning Center for Health 
Sciences, Los Angeles Campus 

Wednesday, September 12 9:00 am Committee of the 
Whole: Board Retreat (open session - includes public 
comment session) Public Comment Period (20 minutes), 
Opening Remarks, Balance Sheet Strategies, Business 
and Finance Strategies, Lunch Break, Enrollment-Tuition- 
Financial Aid Strategies, Other Potential Strategies, 
Academic Considerations, Next Steps, Close 


[Note the word "tuition" on the agenda and the fact that 
there is a public comment period before that item. Should 





be an interesting morning.] 

Thursday, September 13 8:30 am Committee of the Whole - Public Comment (open 
session) 9:30 am Committee on Long Range Planning (open session) 9:45 am 
Committee on Health Services (open session) 10:00 am Committee on Health Services 
(Regents only session) 10:40 am Committee on Finance (Regents only session) 11:20 
am Committee on Compensation (Regents only session) 11:45 am Committee on 
Compensation (closed session) 12:15 pm Board (Regents only session) 12:30 pm Lunch 
1:30 pm Committee on Compensation (open session) 2:00 pm Board (open session) 
From http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/sept1 2.html 

While we're awaiting for the full posting by the Regents - including the super-grande 
plans for you-know-what - let's have a little waiting music: 


The Regents Shouldn't be Shocked If Tax 
Problems Arise from the UCL... 


Tuesday, September 04, 2012 


As our previous blog post noted, final 
approval of the UCLA Hotel Super-Grande 
is to be rubber stamped at the Regents 
Sept. 11. The business plan was previously 
approved in July (after being deemed 
unacceptable in March) so this approval is 
just for the architecture. At Regents 
meetings and numerous other venues, the 
Regents and UCLA have been given public 
notice of the tax problems potentially 
embedded in the hotel plan. There was an 
editorial on the subject in the LA Business Journal previously. And this week there is an 
op ed in the same newspaper. You can read an excerpt in italics below. 





The problem is that the business plan doesn’t work without what appears to be 
commercial business to fill the 250 hotel rooms planned. But such business is not 
permitted giving the financing plans and in any case would be subject to federal and local 
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taxes. If the hotel doesn’t cover costs, the subsidy it will need will be coming out of other 
campus resources — although, as we have also noted, is likely to be hidden because of 
the blending of this project with others. Nonetheless, a cost is a cost, however hidden. 

No Room for Tax-Free Hotel at UCLALaura Lake, co-president of Save Westwood 
Village Inc., a business-community alliance to revitalize Westwood, September 3, 2012 
For years, UCLA has operated hotels that compete with local hotels. The commercial 
hotels pay the city’s 14 percent hotel tax and federal corporate income tax; UCLA’s do 
not. Now, UCLA wants to expand its hospitality empire with a $162 million, seven-story, 
250-room luxury inn, to be called the Luskin Hotel and Conference Center, and eliminate 
754 parking spaces adjacent to Pauley Pavilion. The proposed hotel will charge $224 a 
night and, like other UCLA hotels, will neither pay the city hotel tax nor comply with 
federal requirements for a tax-exempt enterprise. Generally, rents from real estate 
property are excluded from federal “unrelated business income tax.” But there is an 
important exception: When rental of real property comes with personalized services such 
as maid or linen service, it is subject to federal unrelated business income tax... 

Full op ed at http://labusinessjournal.com/news/2012/sep/03/no-room-tax-free-hotel- 
ucla/. The op ed notes the issue of local taxes, too. 
The Regents and UCLA are gambling that no one will notice and the tax man won't 
come calling. If he does, however, no one should be shocked. 


More Info on the Rejection of the Anderson Self- 
Sufficiency Plan 


Tuesday, September 04, 2012 


The systemwide Academic Senate 
rejection of the UCLA Anderson School's 
self-sufficiency funding plan appears in the 
letter you can read at the link below. A prior 
post on this blog indicated that there was a 
rejection. However, the Coordinating 
Committee on Graduate Affairs (CCGA) 
defends its rejection as a technical 
interpretation of existing UC policy and 
indicates that it recommends that the policy 
be re-examined to cover situations such as Anderson’s. On the other hand, it expresses 
a variety of reservations about the Anderson plan that seem independent of whatever 
policy may be in place. 

Since the Regents are meeting soon and have set aside a day for a "retreat" format, it is 
possible that someone will raise the Anderson plan and its rejection at that meeting. 
Meanwhile, click on the link below for the CCGA statement: 

Open publication - Free publishing - More privatization 
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Impressive!! The UCLA Hotel-Brick-Grande 
Unveiled on Regents Agenda 


Wednesday, September 05, 2012 


As noted on yesterday's blog, the Regents 
agenda was posted but without the detailed 
items. Now we can see the images of the 
UCLA Hotel Grande and it turns out to be 
brick. The prior conceptual images were not 
clear. There is also a grand report to the 
Regents which surely they will read, page 
by page. Those who testified at the June 
hearing will be happy to note that "no 
substantive comments were received in 


comment letters or the public hearing that 
required changes to the conclusions of the Draft EIR." 





The Regents item can be downloaded at: 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/sept1 2/gb3.pdf 


or read at: 


Open publication - Free publishing - More hotel Or seen at: 


settling Pepper 
Wednesday, September 05, 2012 


Among the various items on the Regents 
agenda in September is a review of 
litigation affecting UC. Included is a 
tentative settlement of the UC-Davis pepper 
spray incident. Another bit of litigation from 
the "occupy" demonstrations at Davis 
involving a bank branch there is also up for 
discussion. 


The Japanese Garden litigation is on the 
list as is the UCLA lab fire incident involving 
a faculty member being prosecuted by the 
local DA (and defended by the university). 
And there is a lawsuit arising from demonstrations at Berkeley. 





The full list is at http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/sept1 2/finx. pdf but 
note that all of this discussion will take place in closed session. Assuming the pepper 
settlement is approved, it will be made public. 


A story on the pepper settlement can be found at: 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/09/04/4786808/students-in-uc-davis-pepper-spray.html 


UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 137 


No one wants to talk 
Wednesday, September 05, 2012 


More and more news items are appearing about the 
roadblock at the systemwide Academic Senate to 
the Anderson School's MBA self-sufficiency funding 
plan. The LA Times has now picked up the story: 


...Allison Holmes, an Anderson school 
spokeswoman and assistant dean, said Tuesday 
that the school was looking at the implications of the 
committee ruling and that it was too soon for a 
response. Steve Montiel, a UC system spokesman, 
said (UC President Mark) Yudof also needed time to 
study the committee's decision and to consult with 
other UC officials before deciding what to do. 


Full article at http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la- 
me-0905-ucla-mba-20120905,0,1578391.story 





Inside Higher Ed did get someone to say something on behalf of UCLA: 


"UCLA leaders believe it is imperative to find innovative solutions to ensure continued 
academic excellence amid dramatic reductions in state support. The proposal to convert 
the UCLA Anderson School of Management MBA program from a state-supported to a 
self-supporting degree program adds an estimated $8 million for undergraduate 
programs campus wide, and preserves the university's public mission," (somebody said). 


Full story at http://www. insidehighered.com/news/2012/09/05/faculty-panel-throws- 
roadblock-plan-self-sufficiency-ucla-b-school 


The full, but unattributed, statement from UCLA is circulating at Anderson. It indicates 
that UCLA intends to push for implementation despite the negative letter which it points to 
as "advisory." 


“UCLA leaders believe it is imperative to find innovative solutions to ensure continued 
academic excellence amid dramatic reductions in state support. The proposal to convert 
the UCLA Anderson School of Management MBA program from a state-supported to a 
self-supporting degree program adds an estimated $8 million for undergraduate 
programs campus wide, and preserves the university’s public mission. At the same time, 
UCLA Anderson students will obtain the benefits of greater tuition predictability, and the 
school will have more flexibility to invest in its full time MBA program. The Anderson 
faculty, its Board of Visitors, its student leadership and the UCLA Academic Senate's 
Legislative Assembly each approved the proposal, sending it to the University of 
California system for review. The vote by the University of California Academic Senate 
Coordinating Committee on Graduate Affairs to suspend its review is an advisory action 
and not the end of the process. For the benefit of UCLA's undergraduate and MBA 
students, our faculty, and the state, UCLA leaders remain committed to pursuing final 
approval of the proposal. ” 
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service With a Smile? UC is Encouraged; CSU is 
Mandated 


Wednesday, September 05, 2012 


It may seem self-evident, but it's nevertheless a 
matter of state law that teaching is an "essential 
responsibility," along with research, for members 
of the University of California's faculty and "a 
primary responsibility" for those in the California 
State University system... But if Gov. Jerry Brown 
signs a bill that whipped through both houses of 
the Legislature in the final, hectic hours of the 
2012 session, that will change — radically, 
perhaps. 


A third element would be required in the hiring 
and promotion of faculty members. It's called 
"service." The specifics of Assembly Bill 2132 
appear to give great weight to political, or at least 
semi-political, activities favored by those on the 
political left. They include, in the words of a legislative bill analysis, "developing programs 
for underserved populations" and "outreach programs developed to promote cultural 
diversity in the student body."The California State University system would be required to 
make "service" an element with teaching and the bill "encourages" the constitutionally 
independent University of California to include "service" in its evaluations... Full story at 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/09/05/4.787157/dan-walters-bill-adds-a-new-factor.html 





The bill is at http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_2101- 
2150/ab_2132_bill_20120824 amended_sen_v94.pdf 


Not Guilty Plea in UCLA Lab Fire Case 


Wednesday, September 05, 2012 


A UCLA chemistry professor has pleaded 
not guilty in a December 2008 laboratory 
fire that killed a staff research 
assistant.Patrick Harran was ordered to 
return to Los Angeles Superior Court Oct. 9 
for a preliminary hearing. Source: 
http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/ucla- 
professor-pleads-not-guilty-in-laboratory- 
death-case Earlier posts on this story have 
indicated that UCLA is defending Prof. 
Harran and that the local DA seems to be 
overreaching on two UCLA matters. 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2 
012/07/has-worm-turned-in-ucla-lab-fire-trial.html 
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http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/04/too-much-old-radio.html 


http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/03/da-overreaching.html 


UPDATE: UCLA's media release indicates the plea was entered over the objections of 
Prof. Harran's lawyer, but no explanation is given: 


Judge enters not guilty plea on behalf of UCLA professor 


By UCLA Newsroom September 05, 2012A Los Angeles Superior Court judge entered a 
not guilty plea on behalf of UCLA organic chemistry professor Patrick Harran today, over 
objections from his attorney, thereby allowing Harran to argue that the charges never 
should have been brought. 

The Los Angeles County district attorney filed the charges in connection with a December 
2008 laboratory accident on campus that led to the death of a staff research 
associate. UCLA Chancellor Gene Block has pledged UCLA's strong support for Harran 
and ongoing commitment to providing for his defense. In July, the district attorney 
dismissed all charges against the University of California Board of Regents — the other 
defendant originally charged — after acknowledging UCLA's dedication to further 
improving laboratory safety on its campus and beyond. 

UCLA has dramatically enhanced its lab safety programs in recent years, increasing the 
number of inspections, strengthening policies on the required use of personal protective 
equipment and developing a hazard assessment tool that labs must update annually or 
whenever conditions change. The UC Center for Laboratory Safety was also established 
to improve lab safety and help implement best practices on university campuses and 
beyond. 

Source: http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/harran-238186.aspx 


Information on the State Budget 
Wednesday, September 05, 2012 


Each year, yours truly does a chapter on 
the state budget for California Policy 
Options. A draft of the chapter for the 2013 
edition which takes the story up through the 
end of August is now available at: 
http://www.anderson.ucla.edu/documents/a 
reas/fac/hrob/round_two_on_the_Budget_C 
PO_2013.pdf 


The 411 information operator in the 50's 
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Explanations Needed 
Thursday, September 06, 2012 


Yours truly has updated two posts that appeared 
yesterday on this blog and both need more 
explanation and information. 


First, there is the prosecution of a UCLA professor 
in connection with a lab fire. An article at the 
UCLA newsroom said the judge was entering a 
plea of not guilty for the faculty member over the 
objections of his lawyer. That seems odd since the 
position of not guilty has always been the stance. 
But no explanation for the oddity is to be found in 
the article. Perhaps a reader can add some 
enlightenment. 





Second, there is the rejection of the Anderson 
School's proposed self-sufficiency funding for its 
regular MBA program. The proposal was approved, albeit with much controversy, at the 
campus level but is apparently blocked by a systemwide Academic Senate committee. 
Various sources have cited an official statement by UCLA indicating that it would press 
on to obtain approval. But the source of the statement is unidentified. Who said it? You 
might think it must be on the newsroom webpage of UCLA: 
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/default.aspx. But as of 10:45 am today, it isn't there. 
Is the intent to get approval of the UC president and Regents despite the systemwide 
Senate committee's rejection? Again, some enlightenment would be helpful. 


Readers can add what they know in the comment option for this blog. 
The entry for the fire/plea article is at: [scroll towards bottom of entry] 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/09/not-guilty-plea-in-ucla-lab-fire- 


case.html 


The entry for the MBA article is at: [scroll towards bottom of entry] 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/09/no-one-wants-to-talk.html 


In the meantime while we await explanation, we provide appropriate music: 


Food for Thought on Retirement at UC 
Friday, September 07, 2012 


Inside Higher Ed today unveiled a survey of human resource executives in higher 
education. The full survey can be downloaded from that source and the link is at the 
bottom of this post. But start with the observation that much of higher ed operates with 
defined contribution pension plans such as TIAA-CREF. Thus, there is no particular 
incentive for older faculty to retire built into the pension. 


As can be seen below, higher ed HR execs thus worry that older faculty are not retiring, 
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Assessments of the Barriers to Retirement 
(percentage reporting 6/7; scale 1=not significant, 7=significant) 


making it difficult to recruit new faculty. UC, 
with its defined benefit system, does have a 
built-in retirement incentive. And stock 
market gyrations — although they affect the 
funding of the plan — do not affect the basic 
retirement incentives as seen by 
participants. 

The survey also shows that worries about 
retiree health care can adversely affect 
retirement incentives. In most cases 
(including UC), retiree health benefits are 
not guaranteed in the same way that 
(defined benefit) pensions are guaranteed. 
That’s something to think about as such 
benefits are manipulated for immediate 








Financial concerns caused by stock market declines 
that have affected employee retirement accounts. 


Employee concerns about post-retirement health care 
/ loss of institutional health insurance. 


No clear institutional program to help individual staff 
who are declining in productivity face the decision to 
retire. 


The institution’s lack of phased-retirement options. 


Insufficient knowledge about the essentials o 
retirement (living costs an 
issues, post-retirement financial plannin 


Absence of an effective retirement counseling or 
planning program at my campus. 





budgetary reasons or even long-term cost 
reasons. The basic lesson is that benefit 
plans are more than costs; they affect 
behavior. A focus only on costs can 
obscure potential perverse employee 
incentives that changing benefits can bring 
about - such as excessively delaying 
retirement. It's the kind of lesson everyone 
knows but, paradoxically, is often ignored 
or forgotten in practice. 








A chart from the survey can be seen below. Click on it for a clearer image. 


The article 


with 


a link to the detailed survey is at: 


http://www. insidehighered.com/news/survey/human_resources_ 2012 


Veiled Reference? 


Friday, September 07, 2012 





This blog has reported on the blocking of the Anderson 
School's proposal for self-sufficiency funding of its regular 
MBA program. We noted that UCLA released a statement - 
but no one can say where or who was responsible - 
indicating it would seek to move ahead despite a negative 
finding by the systemwide Academic Senate. 


Many readers of this blog will have received an email 
yesterday from Chancellor Block detailing a variety of 
budgetary strategies for UCLA including taking more out-of- 
state students who pay full freight, fundraising, etc. Included 
in that message was the following statement which could be 
taken as a veiled reference to the MBA proposal: 


...More self-supporting and revenue-generating academic 
programs: For many years, UCLA has offered self- 


Supporting programs such as the online M.S. degree in engineering. These programs 
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generate revenues that help units meet their mandated costs. In some cases, they will 
allow us to redirect core revenues to other areas that need support. Self-supporting 
programs raise difficult questions, though, and each proposal must be considered on its 
merits. Given the enormous stresses we face in our efforts to properly support our 
undergraduate mission, however, | think we need to welcome opportunities to generate 
additional funds and, where feasible, redirect general funds away from programs that can 
function effectively without state support. We have convened a joint Academic 
Senate-administration task force on self-supporting degree programs that will examine 
how we can structure such programs to be consistent with our commitment to providing 
an affordable public education... 

We're just pointing out the coincidence. And while you ponder the veiled timing, a little 
appropriate music which also features a surprise ending: 


something for the Suggestion Box 
Friday, September 07, 2012 


The Chancellor's email sent yesterday discussed 
various options for UCLA funding in view of the limited 
outlook for state support. One of them was 
philanthropy: 


Enhanced philanthropy 

UCLA raised $402 million in private support this past 
year, and we have averaged $420 million per year for 
the past five years. This record of success routinely 
places UCLA among the top 10 universities in 
fundraising—public or private. In fact, we are the 
number one fundraiser in the country among public 
universities. Our success says much about the passion 
of our donors, the vision and quality of our faculty and 
academic leaders, and the dedication and 
effectiveness of our development staff. Yet, 
as successful and sophisticated as we are 
in generating philanthropic support, UCLA’s 
fundraising program falls short of our 
needs. Our total endowment of $2.6 billion 
represents only $67,000 per student, far 
below our public competitors such as 
University of Virginia ($250,000 per 
student) and University of Michigan 
($133,000 per student), as well as our 
private competitors such as Stanford 
University ($896,000 per student), Duke 
University ($331,000 per student) and University of Pennsylvania ($291,000 per student). 
These figures reflect UCLA’s relative youth more than anything else, but they underscore 
the need to grow our endowment aggressively. The first step in that growth is planning for 
a major campaign to celebrate our centennial in 2019, which we expect to far exceed the 
$3 billion raised in our last campaign. We can succeed with the active participation of the 
entire UCLA community and we need your help in this extraordinary effort. In the coming 
months, | will be asking for your thoughts and guidance about how to make this campaign 
a great success for UCLA . | and your deans may also call upon you to connect with 
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prospective donors, sharing your enthusiasm and ideas for programs targeted through 
the campaign. 

So here is a suggestion that need not await for "the coming months." Don't blow it all on 
new construction. Rein in the build-and-bond empire that is no longer relevant to the 
current era. Focus on human capital, not physical. Avoid grand projects like the UCLA 
hotel that are likely to cost money down the road. Donors can get naming rights to 
endowed chairs, to scholarships, and to institutes and programs. 


Traffic Advisory 


Saturday, September 08, 2012 


There are warnings of 405 closures this 
weekend in the UCLA area on the 
Westwood-Century City Patch (excerpts): 


As drivers are warned of l-405 closures 
Starting Saturday in preparation for 
Carmageddon II, they are also learning the 
full Sepulveda Pass Improvements Project 
is running about four to six months behind 
schedule. At a community meeting 
Thursday night in the Skirball Cultural 
Center, project manager Michael Barbour 
said crews have encountered delays in 
getting the Mulholland Bridge ready for the 
full freeway closure Sept. 29 to Sept. 
30.But in preparation for the second phase 
of the Mulholland Bridge demolition and reconstruction, drivers should expect early 405 
full closures of the northbound and southbound lanes to take place this weekend and 
next weekend leading up to Carmageddon IlI when both sides of the freeway will be shut 
down... ============================ Carmageddon Il impact on drivers:-From 
Sept. 8 to Sept. 9, there's a full southbound directional closure from the U.S. 101 to the 
Getty Center ramps from 11 p.m. to 9 a.m.-From Sept. 15 to Sept. 16, there's a full 
northbound directional closure from the Getty Center ramps to the U.S. 101 from 11 p.m. 
to 9 a.m. The Mulholland Bridge will also close from that Friday at 10 p.m. to Sunday at 8 
a.m. that weekend for roadway alignment and elevation adjustment.-From Sept. 21 
through Sept. 24, there will be a Mulholland Bridge traffic switch, roadway alignment and 
elevation adjustment. Mulholland Drive closes from that Friday at 10 p.m. to Monday at 6 
a.m.Ramps will begin closing as early as 7 p.m. on Friday, Sept. 28, within the freeway 
closure limits. Lanes will begin closing as early as 10 p.m. on Friday.-Full closure of the l- 
405 begins Saturday at 12:01 a.m. The northbound I-405 is closed from the I-10 to U.S. 
101. The southbound l-405 is closed from the U.S. 101 to the Getty Center Drive ramps. 
The Mulholland Bridge and Haskell ramps close, as well as northbound U.S. 101 
connectors from the I-405.-The l-405 is scheduled to reopen Monday, Oct. 1, at 5 a.m... 
Full story at http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/expect-405-closure-saturday-as-prep- 
work-ramps-up?ncid=newsltuspatcO0000001#video-1 1263497 
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Maybe the Regents Need to Consult With This 
Former Regent 


Sunday, September 09, 2012 


Former speaker of the state assembly (and 
thus former Regent) and former mayor of 
San Francisco Willie Brown writes a weekly 
column for the San Francisco Chronicle. 
The column is never on a single issue but 
jumps around from topic to topic. Today’s 
column has a paragraph related to a grand 
construction project at UC-Berkeley: 

Would it give him the Willies? Cal's newly redone Memorial Stadium 

makes no sense to me. 

Why spend all those millions fixing up a stadium that is in one of the least-accessible 
spots in the Bay Area? Don't get me wrong - the stadium is beautiful. But now, Cal is 
trying to piece together a complicated combination of seat sales, media broadcast rights, 
marketing, concessions and non-football events to pay for the $321 million rebuild. Some 
of that is made more challenging by having a stadium with zero parking that out-of- 
towners can approach in their cars only by negotiating Berkeley's surface streets. 
Tradition is great, but it doesn't pay the bills... 
Full column at http://www.sfgate.com/default/article/Bill-Clinton-proves-doubters-wrong- 
again-3850310.php 
Now I’m sure that the Berkeley administration has “answers” to all of the questions raised 
by Brown about its stadium plan, just as UCLA has “answers” about its Grand Hotel 
project. But there is one big problem; big projects can lose big money. Universities are 
not all that clever about commercial-type endeavors. But in a period of budget squeeze, 
they look at risky projects as potential money makers and tend not to think about the fact 
that there is a big downside. If a proposed project can be made to look good on an Excel 
sheet — and what can’t? — it becomes a Sure Thing. And when there is a build-and-bond 
bureaucracy on campus that lives off such projects, there are always grand proposals for 
grand projects that are, of course, Sure Things and absolute necessities to boot. 
There are numerous examples in the world of finance of using leverage to undertake 
risky projects. If you win, since you are not using much of your own money, you can 
obtain a big return. But the same is true in reverse; you can lose a lot if the plan doesn’t 
work out. Now think of taking a $50 million gift for a conference center and turning it into a 
Grand Hotel proposal costing $160+ million. What would Willie Brown say? UCLA's 
powers-that-be are lucky he writes for the San Francisco Chronicle rather than the LA 
Times and that he lives in the Bay Area rather than in Southern California. Otherwise, he 
might just be commenting on the UCLA Grand Hotel rather than the Berkeley stadium 


Regents Committee on Grounds & Buildings 
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More for the Regents to Consider Before They 
Rubber Stamp the UCLA ... 


Monday, September 10, 2012 


Yesterday we posted a note suggesting 
that big projects largely dependent on 
future revenue streams can lead to big 
losses. For those Regents who need a 
reminder from past history, the two 
excerpts below might be instructive: 


UCLA Buys Land in Westchester for 90 
Faculty Homes 





July 20, 1989 | SPENCER S. HSU | Los 
Angeles Times 
UCLA has bought a controversial, 57-acre site on the Westchester Bluffs for $15.25 
million to build subsidized faculty housing. The 90-home development will be UCLA's 
fourth and largest housing project. Since 1986, in an effort to help its faculty members 
cope with the fierce housing prices in Los Angeles, the university has built two 
condominium projects in Westwood totaling 52 units, and a 58-unit townhouse complex in 
Beverly Glen, just north of campus. The Westchester site, located on the hills between 
Loyola Marymount University and the San Diego Freeway, has been the subject of 
dispute since 1986, when Howard Hughes Realty Inc. first sought city permission to build 
205 homes on two separate tracts along the bluffs... 
Full article at http://articles.latimes.com/1989-07-20/news/we-5046_1_ucla-faculty 
UCLA to Sell Part of Faculty Subdivision: Real estate: Westchester houses will be offered 
to the public. They were built to lure professors, but few have bought there. 
March 11, 1994 | RALPH FRAMMOLINO | LA Times 
UCLA officials announced Thursday they will allow the public to buy up to two dozen 
homes in a largely vacant Westchester subdivision originally built exclusively for 
professors, conceding it was the only way to keep from losing money on the project. The 
university built the $42-million subdivision of 86 homes--called The Bluffs for its hilltop 
views of the ocean--to help recruit senior faculty members who might be tempted to turn 
down job offers because they could not afford a home in Southern California. Conceived 
during the 1980s real estate boom, the idea was for the school to offer the three- to five- 
bedroom homes, located about 30 minutes from the Westwood campus, to incoming 
UCLA faculty at prices as much as 30% below market value. A 1987 housing survey 
suggested that nearly 60% of faculty recruits would buy such houses and that the mid- 
$400,000 to high-$600,000 prices would be within the reach of 129 new professors over 
three years. But by the time the project was completed last fall, UCLA couldn't find a 
single buyer. Housing prices had taken a 30% nose-dive, wiping out any bargain appeal, 
and state budget woes forced the university to curtail its hiring. School officials hoped to 
spur interest by dropping prices an average of $35,000 on each home and offering 
flooring and landscaping upgrades. But only seven faculty members have purchased 
homes, said Brad Erickson, UCLA's associate director of real estate. Two others have 
signed leases with options to buy--one family that was displaced by last fall's Malibu fire 
and another displaced by the Northridge earthquake. 
At that rate, it would take UCLA more than three years to sell off all of the homes to its 
faculty--not fast enough to repay the First Interstate Bank construction loan and recover 
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all the project's costs, Erickson said... After selling off the first two dozen, Erickson said 
UCLA will re-examine its future faculty recruiting plans and may make more homes 
available to the public. "The world has changed and we did not foresee the extent the 
world would change, in terms of local real estate prices and what has happened to the 
state and university,” Erickson said... 

Full article at http://articles.latimes.com/1994-03-11/local/me-32703_1_real-estate 

Of course, one can always argue that "this time it is different." Alternatively, one can take 
seriously the objections raised about the business plan and about tax issues. 


Compare and Contrast 
Tuesday, September 11, 2012 


The LA Business Journal regularly runs 


Compare / Contrast lists of top firms in LA County by various 
Chart 


criteria and sectors. It also has a listing in 
this week's issue of colleges and 
universities ranked by enrollment. 


UCLA is the largest campus in the County 
with over 40,000 students; USC is the 
second largest. With the talk around about 
privatization, it might be of interest to 
contrast UCLA (public) with USC (private), 
using the data from the Journal. The 
biggest contrast is that USC has more 
faculty, full time and part time, than UCLA, 
although fewer students. On the other 
hand, UCLA has substantially more non- 
faculty employees than USC. Both 
universities have med schools but UCLA's 
is bigger. How much of the non-faculty 
employment gap is due to the difference in 
med school size cannot be determined from 
the Journal's data. 























See the data below: [click on the image to 
enlarge and clarify] 

As prior posts on this blog have noted, there has been particular interest in the ongoing 
brouhaha over the "self-sufficiency" program proposal for the regular MBA at the 
Anderson School. The Journal provides some data on the USC vs. UCLA MBA 
programs. Note that the ratio of full time (regular) MBAs to part time MBAs is reversed at 
the two schools. UCLA has more part time MBA students. This difference may be a 
reflection of the current funding regime in which the Anderson School makes more 
money from the part time programs and thus has an incentive to put more emphasis on 
them. 

See the data below: [click on the image to enlarge and clarify] 
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More Compare and Contrast 
Tuesday, September 11, 2012 


Readers of this blog will Know that public 


Compare / Contrast vs. private pay has been in controversy 
Chart 


over the last few years. There is a large 
literature on the subject which points out 
that differences between the public and 
private sector need to be adjusted for 
factors such as occupational composition 
and size of employer. | would characterize 
the literature as indicating rough adjusted 
comparability; some studies say public pay 
is somewhat more; some say the reverse. 
Benefit valuation — particularly pensions — is 
the trickiest part. 


The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics puts out quarterly unadjusted data on private sector 
pay and benefits and state and local pay and benefits. It has just released the data for 
June 2012. The release contains the following cautionary note: 

Comparing private and public sector data 

Compensation cost levels in state and local government should not be directly compared 
with levels in private industry. Differences between these sectors stem from factors such 
as variation in work activities and occupational structures. Manufacturing and sales, for 
example, make up a large part of private industry work activities but are rare in state and 
local government. Professional and administrative support occupations (including 
teachers) account for two-thirds of the state and local government workforce, compared 
with one-half of private industry. 

One simple partially adjusted contrast is to look at larger private employers and compare 
with state and local (since govt. agencies tend to be larger entities). That contrast omits 
an adjustment for occupation as per above. In the latest U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
release, hourly pay is about the same when state and local workers are compared with 
larger private employers. Pensions (especially defined benefit) and health care are more 
prominent in the public sector. Note that defined benefit pension costs can be 
understated if employers are underfunding their systems. Legally required payments in 
the public sector are lower since some public workers are not under Social Security. 
Below are data from the latest BLS release. [View in Courier font if the table looks funny. ] 


June 2012 Private |Private |State & Employer Total |500 or more |Local Costs/Hour 
IEmployees |= ==========>===>=2===2==2==2== = Total Compensation $28.80 
$42.39 $41.10 

Wages & Salaries 20.70 27.79 26.70 

Retirement *Defined Benefit .43 1.00 3.21 “Defined Contribution .59 1.10 .31 

Health 2.21 3.78 4.82 

Legally Required 2.37 3.03 2.53 ==============>= = =======2= Source: 
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/ecec.htm 
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What's Happening on the State Budget and Prop 
30 to Date? 


Tuesday, September 11, 2012 


The state controller reports that tax 
revenue for July and August (first two 
months of the fiscal year) is about on target 
relative to the June budget estimates 
(although the amount collected on 
particular taxes from various targets 
deviates from the estimates, plus and 
minus). Disbursements, however, are up 
relative to budget estimates by roughly $3 
billion which shows up as more borrowing 
by the general fund from other state funds. 
(Why that overage occurred is not 
explained.) 





However, the big uncertainty about the 

budget this year is whether the governor’s tax initiative passes in November. So far, the 
media advertising released has been from the anti-tax side. The pro-Prop 30 campaign is 
said to be out-raising funds relative to the anti-side. However, there is also the rival 
Munger tax initiative on the ballot and Munger is pushing a self-funded anti-Prop 30 
campaign. 
You can hear the latest radio ad opposing Prop 30 below. At the tail end, the ad from the 
Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Assn. credits Jerrold Perenchio as a major funder. Perenchio is 
a former CEO of Univision, the Spanish-language TV network. He is has been a 
supporter of various Republican causes and candidates. The controller's cash report 
through August is at: http://www.sco.ca.gov/Files-ARD/fy1213_aug.pdf 


Listen to Regents Committee Approval of UCLA 
Hotel: 9-11-12 


Tuesday, September 11, 2012 


Normally, we would post the full audio of 

the Regents and then provide excerpts if 
helpful. However, our audio posting site, 
archive.org, seems to be having technical 
problems. So here (below) is just the audio 
component of today’s Regents session 
dealing with the proposed UCLA 
hotel/conference center. If archive.org 
continues to have problems, we will find 
some other work-around. 





As was expected, the proposal was rubber 
stamped by the Building and Grounds 
Committee after a presentation by Steve Olsen and campus architect Jeffrey Averill. 
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There was testimony from the Save Westwood Village group during the public comment 
period raising 1) the tax issue that this blog has also cited, 2) concerns that the Regents 
mentioned private discussions with UCLA at their July meeting (after the proposal was 
not endorsed in March) which may violate open meeting requirements, and 3) CEQA (the 
state’s environmental law) requires exploration of alternatives but UCLA got the Luskins 
to sign a letter ruling out alternatives. 

Only #1 was discussed subsequently by the Building and Grounds Committee. During 
that portion of the hearing, it was stated that the tax matter had been reviewed and 
dismissed in a closed session in July. However, the campus architect at one point gave 
an example of a family staying at the hotel with an incoming student, a use which may 
raise tax issues. Although technically, the full Board of Regents has to approve the 
proposal on Thursday, that is a foregone conclusion. So what does this mean? In 
principle, some groundwork has been established for CEQA litigation. However, that 
would likely delay things rather that cause some major change. It may well be cheaper for 
hotel interests that don’t want tax-free competition to let the hotel be built and then closely 
monitor the usage. Anything that seems to suggest a tax liability or commercial use (a 
violation of the tax-exempt financing involved) can be reported to the tax authorities. 
Ultimately, it will be the tax authorities that decide on whether the use of the hotel is 
appropriate and tax-free, not UC or UCLA. If a violation is found, there will be problems in 
filling the 250 rooms. Even apart from that issue, there may be problems in keeping the 
hotel rooms filled. 

As we have noted, if the hotel loses money, campus resources in one way or another will 
be diverted to cover the loss. But you will never see it because of the “blending” of the 
hotel with other campus enterprises. It would take a detailed ongoing audit which the 
Regents made no effort to establish. There were some criticisms at the Regents about 
bathroom design and the location of the loading zone for deliveries. Those matters may 
prove to be less important issues than the fundamental business plan. 

When we post later on other matters taken up at the Regents, you will see that another 
project from UCLA raised issues somewhat similar to those of the hotel. But the build- 
and-bond empire marches on. 

Part 1 of Committee Approval. Public Testimony Followed by First Part of Committee 
Discussion:Part 2 of Committee Approval:Document Submitted in Public Comment 
Period by Save Westwood Village: 

Open publication - Free publishing - More ucla 

UPDATE: LA Times story on hotel approval is at: 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-091 2-ucla-20120912,0,3154607.story 


UPDATE: The LA Business Journal notes that official approval will be on Sept. 13 and 
includes the following info: 


... Save Westwood Village, the coalition of neighborhood groups and businesses, has 
argued that environmental studies inadequately addressed the project’s potential impact 
on traffic, local hotels and retail businesses, among other issues. Bob Amano, executive 
director of the Hotel Association of Los Angeles, said that he could not comment on the 
potential litigation. However, he did say that the hotel would have an “extreme unfair 
competitive” advantage over competing off-campus hotels, because it is expected to be 
exempt from certain hotel, local tourism and parking taxes. In addition, the facility’s 
location in the middle of the campus would make it less likely that visitors would patronize 
Westwood restaurants and shops... 

Full article at http://labusinessjournal.com/news/201 2/sep/12/uc-regents-vote-ucla-hotel- 


proposal 
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Listen to Hotel Echoes in Regents Reluctant Go- 
Ahead for UCLA Medic... 


Wednesday, September 12, 2012 


We noted yesterday that the website 
where we usually park audio for Regents 
meetings, archives.org, is having a tech 
heart attack. Recovery is promised, maybe 
by the end of today. In the meanwhile, we 
will continue to post excerpts. 


After the Regents Building and Grounds 
Committee rubber stamped the hotel 
(except for bathrooms and loading docks!), 
it went on to consider a proposal for a new 
Teaching and Learning Center for the 
Health Sciences. The presentation was by 
Steve Olsen and Dean Eugene Washington of the Med School. In this case, we came 
close to a repeat of the March Regents meeting on the UCLA hotel (which the Regents at 
that time refused to endorse). Part of the Regents’ complaint back in March was that 
apart with defects in the hotel, they were more generally being presented with a fait 
accompli with yes or no decisions. They wanted options early in the process and not just 
on the hotel but for other projects in the future. 

In the case of the medical teaching center, the Regents had problems with both the plan 
— vague though it was — and the lack of real alternative options. The teaching center was 
said to cost in the neighborhood of $120 million. Unlike the hotel, however, the sum was 
to be raised by grants, not projected revenue streams so at least there was no flaky 
business plan. It was said that the teaching center was needed to ensure accreditation of 
UCLA’s med school. An earlier accreditation review was said to have complained that 
teaching was taking place in scattered buildings. But let’s put aside the implausibility of 
UCLA’s med school losing its accreditation because of teaching in multiple buildings and 
move on - since no one on the Regents committee questioned that notion. None of them 
must have read in the proposal the following description of the med school which would 
appear to suggest that un-accrediting of the School was, well, unlikely: 

“The David Geffen School of Medicine is internationally recognized as a leader in medical 
education, research, and patient care. It currently has more than 2,000 full-time faculty 
members, 1,300 residents, more than 750 medical students, and almost 400 Ph.D. 
candidates. The medical education program prepares its graduates for distinguished 
careers in clinical practice, teaching, and public service through a multidisciplinary and 
collaborative approach to problem solving...” 

Anyway, the new facility is proposed to be located on the corner of Tiverton and LeConte, 
just west of the botanical garden. UCLA was requesting approval of $3.96 million to 
develop more detailed plans. You can find the proposal at: 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/sept1 2/gb4.pdf 

The facility would contain 120,000 gross square feet but only 68,500 square feet would 
be usable. That gap caught the eye of various Regents. First, it seemed awfully specific 
for a project which as yet is represented as not having even conceptual architectural 
plans. Second, it seemed inefficient to lose that much space in a plan. Third, when you 
divide the usable square feet by the projected cost, you get a cost per square foot which, 
as one Regent pointed out, was well beyond the cost of Class A space in Manhattan. 
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So what to do? The committee was facing the possibility of doing what they did in March 
and not endorsing the planning money. Various Regents said they wanted to see 
alternative plans including options for physical downsizing (smaller facility) and lower 
costs before allocating funds. They wanted the option of simply buying a commercial 
building to be considered. They didn’t take seriously the official proposal’s statement that 
three alternatives were already considered: 

“1) a new building; 2) renovation of existing facilities; and 3) a no project alternative.” 

In the end, however, the Regents went ahead on the word of Patrick Lenz, VP for Budget 
and Capital Projects of UCOP, that true alternatives would be prepared by UCLA for the 
November meeting. As with the hotel, the larger problem is not any specific project but 
the fact that the Regents approve vast sums for construction without any real ability to 
follow up or even independently ascertain what alternatives there might be or whether the 
projects live up to the promises made once constructed. 

You can hear this segment of the Regents Sept. 11 meeting at the links below: Part 1Part 
2 


Listen to Regents Meeting of Sept. 11, 2012 in 
Two Parts 


Wednesday, September 12, 2012 


We have previously posted audio excerpts 
from the Sept. 11, 2012 session of the 
Regents dealing with the UCLA hotel and 
the UCLA teaching center. The web source 
on which we park audio from the Regents is 
again operational so here is the full 
meeting, divided into two parts as per the 
agenda below. 





Tuesday, September 11, 2012Meeting 
Agenda, University of California RegentsPart 11:00 pm Committee on Compliance and 
Audit (Regents only session)1:10 pm Committee of the Whole - Public Comment (open 
session) — includes public testimony on UCLA hotel project1:30 pm Committee on 
Compliance and Audit (open session)Part 2:3:00 pm Committee on Grounds and 
Buildings (open session) 
Since our earlier posts outlined what went on in the sessions on the hotel and teaching 
center, much of the agenda has been described. However, the Committee on 
Compliance and Audit discussed a variety of issues related to the child abuse scandal at 
Penn State with the theme of whether such events could occur at UC. There were also 
reports on tech initiatives including common payroll and personnel systems across the 
campuses. There was also discussion of the outfall in terms of safety issues that resulted 
from an agreement between the DA of Los Angeles and the Regents arising out of a case 
in which a student lab assistant died in a fire at UCLA. As noted on other prior posts on 
this blog, a UCLA faculty member is still being prosecuted by the DA despite the deal with 
the Regents. 
Apart from the two UCLA building projects, Buildings and Grounds dealt with two other 
projects at UC-Santa Barbara and UC-San Francisco. The latter was interesting because 
there was a discussion of a “dean’s tax” on that campus to provide a financial backstop to 
the project. There is a contrast between that approach and the approach taken to the 
UCLA hotel. Various deans at UCLA have been cited as supporting the hotel project, but 
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no dean has been asked to provide any backstop funding. It is easy to praise a project 
the central administration wants if you have no skin in the game. 

Part 1 of the meeting (which runs up until Building and Grounds) can be heard at the link 
below: [Public testimony on the UCLA hotel comes at the start of this part] Part 2 of the 
meeting (Building and Grounds) can be heard at: 


Listen to Parking to Pension at the Regents 
Retreat 


Wednesday, September 12, 2012 


At the Regents retreat today, everything connected 
to the budget was “on the table.” One unusual 
option presented by UCOP'’s financial staff was a 
proposal to raise campus parking fees (thus making 
the parking services more valuable) and then give 
the UC parking system to the pension fund as a 
portfolio asset. Doing so would reduce the need for 
pension employer and employee pension 
contributions. 





The idea is a variant of a plan some cities have 
implemented or considered to sell their parking 
meters and parking lots to a private firm for an 
upfront payment. It was pointed out that the 
proposal would raise costs for faculty, staff, and 
students who parked on UC campuses. However, 
some of the cost would be off-loaded to campus visitors and patients who use campus 
parking. 

You may not have thought of parking as an end-of-life issue but turning it over to the 
pension plan is a move in that direction! 

You can hear the audio of the discussion of this matter at the two links below: Part 1:Part 
2: 





Listen to the Full Morning Session of the 
Regents’ Retreat of 9-12-12 


Wednesday, September 12, 2012 


The Regents had a retreat on September 12, 2012 following a public comment period. 
Below is an audio link to the morning sessions. Public comments dealt with various 
issues including concerns about the search for a new chancellor at UC-Berkeley. 


The retreat discussion after the public comments was budget-centered as was most of 
the morning and afternoon segments. The first items dealt with various financial options 
for improving UC cash flow and cutting certain costs related to finance. Some of the 
proposals involved shifting repayment of principal on debt further into the future. There 
was also some shifting of very short-term liquid assets to somewhat longer durations. An 
earlier post on this blog described the proposal of raising parking fees and giving the 
various UC parking systems to the pension fund to reduce pension contributions. 
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There was some discussion of coordination 
across campuses. One idea was some kind 
of coordination across med centers in the 
Bay Area (Davis and San Francisco) and in 
southern California to avoid duplication. 
Also there was a proposal to have a 
campus-wide purchasing service for 
various supplies rather than leaving such 
things in local campus hands. Some 
possibility of coordinating in purchasing 
with CSU and the community colleges was 
mentioned. 

Questions of what to do about state- 
mandated programs that have lost state funding were raised. Then there was discussion 
of health and pension costs. Prior to the lunch break, there was discussion of enrollment 
(particularly more out-of-state and international students who pay full freight), tuition, and 
financial aid. (The discussion continued after lunch.) 

You can hear the morning session at: 





Note: PowerPoints for the retreat are at: 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/sept1 2/retreatppt.pdf 


You can also read them at the link below: 
Open publication - Free publishing 


Listen to Regents Retreat on Health & Pension 
Benefits 


Wednesday, September 12, 2012 


In the discussion on health and pension costs at the 
Sept. 12 Regents retreat, there were a number of 
disturbing elements. Some regents seemed to have 
forgotten their own 2010 decision to go to a two tier 
pension but retain the basic defined benefits format. The 
whole defined benefit vs. defined contribution debate 
seemed to start up again as if it had not occurred earlier. 


Erroneous statements were made by one Regent that 
Stanford and Harvard had no pension plan, when - as 
was pointed out — what they have is a generous defined 
contribution plan (although not a defined benefit plan). It 
was said that now that the state has a new plan for 
CalPERS, etc., UC should conform to the state (although 
UC just made a considerable effort not to be included in 
the state plan after it initially was). In general, since the 
Regents are the trustees of the pension fund, their comments suggested a significant 
lack of understanding about basic information. 

Several Regents suggested that if we cut the benefits, we could use the savings to raise 
salaries. But since benefits have preferred tax status and cash does not, on the face of it, 
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moving a dollar from benefits to cash is a reduction in total compensation to the 
employee. This discussion was not the highlight of the retreat. 
You can hear the discussion at: 


Listen to Regents Afternoon Session of 9-12-12 
Retreat 


Thursday, September 13, 2012 


In the afternoon, the Regents retreat got 
into the topic of differential tuition between 
Campuses mainly, but some mention of 
majors as well. There didn't seem to be 
much sentiment in favor of that approach. 
Note that at the professional school level, 
there is some differentiation already but 
that matter was not brought up. 


Oddly, after all the talk of uniformity of 
tuition, there seemed to be a more 
favorable attitude toward differential 
offerings by campus, i.e., every program 
didn't have to be offered on every campus. This theme was really a follow-on to what was 
said about med schools in the morning session (also posted on this blog). 





There was discussion of what was termed the Academic Delivery Model. Some of this 
discussion involved online offerings. But there was talk about teaching vs. ladder 
(research) faculty and whether tenure was a good thing. There was also talk about how 
many hours do faculty spend on teaching and some reference to redoing a long-ago 
study in which faculty were asked about weekly hours of teaching, research, etc. (I have 
a dim recollection of that study - it was long ago - which produced something like a 60+ 
hours/week norm.) The idea was to give the Regents something to reply when legislators 
complained about not enough teaching time. 


Some discussion occurred around the topic of what free tuition meant at UC. UC has 
various programs in which lower income students receive free tuition. However, it was 
noted that a typical student with free tuition does not get a full ride. That is, expenses 
such as room and board are not usually involved and students may well end up with debt. 
Also, free tuition to the student doesn't mean UC gets no revenue because lower income 
students may receive Pell Grants and Cal Grants. 


The final segments of the retreat were focused on the budget problems of UC, especially 
if the governor's tax initiative fails. What was clear was that if Proposition 30 does not 
pass, UCOP will propose raising tuition midyear at the November Regents meeting. As 
this intention became obvious, Lt. Gov. Newsom kept wanting to have other options in 
November in the event of a Prop 30 defeat. He kept being told there were no non-tuition 
options given the magnitude of the budget impact. Some other Regents chimed in about 
non-tuition options, but they seemed more to want UCOP to bring in ridiculous options 
such as closing UCLA. The idea was that it would be understood - presumably by the 
public - that the alternative to not raising tuition would be so draconian that they had no 
choice. A not-so-nice interpretation of what went on in this segment was venting and 
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posturing. 


You can hear the afternoon session at: 


Note: PowerPoints for the retreat are at: 


http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/sept1 2/retreatppt. pdf 


Update: The LA Times story about the retreat discussion is at: 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-091 3-uc-regents-20120913,0,5391 7.story 


Some Data on UC Budgets 


Thursday, September 13, 2012 
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The Regents today are reviewing the "Accountability 
Report." Above is some statistical information of interest 
on the sources of the UC budget, systemwide and by 
campus. Click on the image to see a clearer version. 
Source of the charts above and other related information: 
http://accountability.universityofcalifornia.edu/index/chapt 


Some Data on UC Faculty 


Thursday, September 13, 2012 
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Above is a chart showing the number and 
division of UC faculty by classification. The 
chart is from the Accountability Report 
being considered by the Regents today. 
Click on the chart for a clearer image. 


Source: 
http://accountability.universityofcalifornia.ed 


Some Data on UC Undergraduate Applications 
and Enrollment 


Thursday, September 13, 2012 


Above is a chart on undergraduate 
applications, admissions, and actual 
E enrollments for UC from the Accountability 
et Report being considered by the Regents 


Fall freshman enrolle 


today. Click on the chart for a clearer 
image. 
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Some Data on UC Tuition & Other Costs 
Compared to Other Institu... 


Thursday, September 13, 2012 


Above is a chart on the cost of attending 
pee = Other fees, omcomp UC in comparison with other institutions 
00. oee jä from the Accountability Report considered 
s3000 pn by the Regents today. Click on the image 
mi “ee for a clearer view. 
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Source: 
http://accountability.universityofcalifornia.ed 
u/index/chapter/3 





Listen to Audio of Regents Morning Session of 9- 
13-12 


Thursday, September 13, 2012 


Below is the morning agenda of the Regents. The audio link at the bottom of this entry is 
provided only for the open sessions. 


Agenda, Thursday, September 13, 2012, Morning 

8:30 am Committee of the Whole - Public Comment (open session) 

Concerns were expressed by speakers over the discussion at the retreat the day before 
about taking more out-of-state and international students for budgetary reasons. Also, a 
group of law students expressed concern about rising law school tuition. 

The Academic Council representatives made in clear they would recommend a tuition 
increase if Prop 30 — the governor's tax initiative — doesn’t pass in November. 
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9:30 am Committee on Long Range 
Planning (open session) 

Discussion on admissions noted that 
although all UC-eligible undergrads are 
admitted somewhere in the system, it may 
not be to the campus of their choice. It was 
noted that Riverside now is able to fill its 
slots from students who want Riverside as 
their first choice. So Riverside no longer 
gets overage from other campuses which 
are full. The question was raised about 
what happens if all the overage goes to 
Merced. There was also a presentation by 
the student regent about student advocacy efforts. [Editorial comment and hint to student 
regent: Given the continued general popularity as shown in polling data of Prop 13 of 
1978 — the cap on property taxes and requirement of a 2/3 vote for tax increases — it 
might not be best to “demand” changes in Prop 13 in public forums when the issue at the 
moment is developing public sympathy for Prop 30. Prop 13 is not on the November 
ballot; Prop 30 is.] 

9:45 am Committee on Health Services (open session) 

There was some discussion about the effect of the new federal health program on 
student health centers. Apparently, there was to be a more detailed discussion about the 
federal health law and the med centers in the closed session. 

10:00 am Committee on Health Services (Regents only session) 10:40am Committee on 
Finance (Regents only session) 11:20am Committee on Compensation (Regents only 
session) 11:45am Committee on Compensation (closed session) 12:15 pm Board 
(Regents only session) 12:30 pm Lunch 

You can hear the morning session (except the closed portions) at: 





Listen to Regents Approve Everything in 
Afternoon of 9-13-12 (parti... 


Thursday, September 13, 2012 


The Regents were in closed session most 
of the morning. A prior entry on this blog 
gives you the audio of that part of the 
morning session which was open. The 
Regents came back into session early so | 
missed an item. Thus, the link below is only 
a partial recording of the afternoon session 
during which they approved everything 
including the UCLA hotel and the UCLA 
med school teaching center. (See earlier 
posts on those projects.) Indeed, they 
approved all executive compensation 
recommendations of the compensation 
committee and all projects endorsed by Building and Grounds in toto, i.e., no separate 
votes on particular items. No discussion. 
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We will eventually get the full audio from the Regent for the afternoon session and post it. 
There was a discussion prior to where the link below starts that had something to do with 
a compensation setting process, apparently for the medical centers. As we have noted on 
this blog, oh so many times, since the Regents live-stream the audio of their meetings, 
there is no reason why they don't post the recordings in an archive. If they would do so, 
we wouldn't have to request each meeting’s audio as a public document. 

You can hear the approvals at the link below. The blanket approvals of everything start at 
around minute 8. 

Given the approval of everything asked with no discussion, a little appropriate music 
might also be in order: 


LAO Needs to Join Governor & Legislature on the 
UC Pension Train 


Friday, September 14, 2012 


The Legislative Analyst’s Office (LAO) 
yesterday issued a review of the 2012-13 
state budget enacted last June. At one 
time, LAO asserted that the state had no 
responsibility for the UC pension plan. The 
language on page 19 describing the 
treatment of the pension this time around is 
more constrained and does not venture a 
legal opinion. That's progress but LAO is still not where it needs to be. Here is what it 
said on the UC pension: 

Provides Augmentation for UC Pension Costs. The $89 million augmentation for UC’s 
pension costs represents the first time in more than two decades that the state has 
provided funding for this purpose. (For most of that time, neither UC nor its employees 
were contributing to UC’s pension plan because investment returns more than covered 
those costs. 

The university and its employees resumed contributions in 2010, which was a few years 
after the plan ceased to be fully funded.) Provisional language in the budget restricts the 
funding to increased pension costs for university employees whose salaries are 
supported by General Fund or student tuition. 

In addition, this language states that the amount of future augmentations for this purpose, 
if any, shall be determined by the Legislature. (In addition, the budget provides about $1 
million to Hastings College of the Law for retirement costs.) 

Source: http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/2012/bud/spending_plan/spending-plan- 
091312.pdf 

Although the language above refers to the legislature as including language indicating 
that it would decide annually about what to provide for the UC pension, UC is better off 
now than before. It might be noted that LAO wanted less than $89 million contributed to 
the UC pension at an earlier phase of the budget process. 

In short, it looks like the governor and the legislature are ahead of LAO on this issue so 
maybe it’s time for LAO to join them and get aboard the UC pension train before it leaves 
the station: 
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Regents Approve Pepper Settlement But What It 


Was, Nobody Will say 


Friday, September 14, 2012 





From the LA Times: 


The UC regents, in a closed-door meeting, 
approved the proposed settlement payment 
to 21 UC Davis students and alumni who 
sued the university and contended their civil 
rights were violated in the widely criticized 
pepper spray incident. However, both UC 
officials and the ACLU of Northern 
California, which is representing the 
students in the lawsuit, refused to divulge 
settlement details, saying the rules of the 
agreement talks require a federal judge to 
review the matter before it can be made 
public. That may happen within a few days, 
they said... 


UC Regent Leslie Tang Schilling said the regents decided to settle the case because UC 
needs to get past the pepper spray controversy and focus on the many pressing 
budgetary issues facing the 10-campus system... 


The funds for the settlement will come from UC's self-insurance program, which officials 


said has about $600 million in reserves... 


Full story at: 


http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-uc-pepper-spray-20120914,0,1752264.story 


Anyway, they're sorry: 


UCLA Crows But As Alfred Hitchcock Pointed 
Out, Too Much Crowing Ca... 


Friday, September 14, 2012 
UCLA Newsroom 


UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 





UC Board of Regents grants final approval for UCLA conference center 


By Steve Ritea September 11, 2012 [ Update, Sept. 13: The full Board of Regents has 
approved the project's final design plans and a final environmental impact report.] The 
University of California Board of Regents' Committee on Grounds and Buildings today 
cleared the way for UCLA to begin construction next year on the Meyer and Renee 
Luskin Conference and Guest Center, a project that will enhance civic engagement on 
campus and allow UCLA to compete with other universities for important academic 
conferences."We are grateful to the Regents for their support and very careful review of 
this visionary project that will directly support UCLA's academic mission," said Vice 
Chancellor Steve Olsen, UCLA's chief financial officer. "This will satisfy a longstanding 
need at UCLA for additional guest rooms and more modern conference space where 
faculty and students can exchange ideas with scholars from all over the world." The UC 
Regents committee on Tuesday approved the project's final design plans as well as a 
final environmental impact report that was developed with public input following two 
hearings on campus. A vote by the full board is expected Thursday. Construction on the 
seven-story building, which will include 25,000 square feet of meeting space and 250 
guest rooms, is expected to begin next summer, with completion anticipated by 2016. 
The $152 million center will be erected at the center of campus, on property currently 
occupied by Parking Structure 6, utilizing $40 million of a previously announced gift from 
alumni and longtime supporters Meyer and Renee Luskin. The remaining $112 million will 
be financed, but with minimal impact on UCLA's long-term debt. The project will be self- 
sustaining, officials stressed, not utilizing any state funds or tuition revenue. Complete 
details are available at a website dedicated to the project.Regents unanimously approved 
UCLA's financial plan for the project in July. That plan was also reviewed by the UCLA 
Academic Senate's Council on Planning and Budget, which similarly determined that the 
center's financing model is sound and that the university could benefit from additional 
conference space and affordable guest rooms. Numerous faculty members have long 
expressed the need for such a facility on campus, describing the challenge of finding 
reasonably priced hotel rooms and adequate meeting space.The center would not 
compete with local hotels for tourists and other business travelers because guests must 
have business with the university in order to book a room, similar to existing policies at 
the UCLA Guest House and Tiverton House, which offer a combined 161 rooms and are 
frequently at or near capacity. [Editor's note: Good luck with that and with the IRS.] 
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Fires North of UCLA 
Friday, September 14, 2012 


At least two fires are reported burning north of UCLA 
causing major traffic disruptions this afternoon. The most 
recent alerts (as of around 5 PM today) say: 


Please be advised of a hillside brush fire in the Sepulveda 
Pass which has closed Sepulveda Blvd and slowed traffic 
more than normally on the l-405. Additionally there are 
reports of car fires on Mulholland Drive and near Coldwater 
Canyon. I-405 is still open in both directions but moving 
slowly. Heavy smoke from the fire is visible on campus. 

== Coldwater Canyon is closed between Ventura Blvd and 
Sunset Blvd. This is in addition to the brushfire that has 
mere closed Sepulveda Blvd. 

Grant VON ne == Info can be checked at: http://outages.admin.ucla.edu/ 
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Got the Message? 


saturday, September 15, 2012 


Our friends at CSU have developed a 
rather blunt way of delivering the message 
about Prop 30. 


From the LA Times: 


Hundreds of thousands of applicants to 
California State University campuses this 
year will be receiving a warning instead of 
the typical warm note thanking them for 
their interest. 

The spots they are hoping to fill next year, the prospective students will be cautioned, 
could evaporate if the governor's push to raise taxes in November fails. The letter also 
will say no admissions decisions will be made until a few weeks after the election, a 
departure from the usual policy of notifying applicants beginning in October. The likely 
take-away: Vote Yes on Proposition 30 to help boost your prospects... 





Officials at the University of California said they are trying to educate people about the 
measure through a website but have no plans to send letters... 


Full article at http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-csu-prop30- 
20120915,0,982861.story 
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405 Closure Tonight 
saturday, September 15, 2012 


From the LA Daily News: 


In another minor preview of "Carmageddon 
II," the northbound San Diego (405) 
Freeway will be closed Saturday night 
through the Sepulveda Pass. 


Beginning at 11 p.m. Saturday, the 
northbound freeway will be closed from 
Getty Center Drive to the Ventura (101) 
Freeway. The freeway is expected to 
reopen by 9 a.m. Sunday, according to 
Metro, which is overseeing the San Diego 





Freeway construction project. 

The Mulholland bridge over the freeway, which closed tonight, will remain blocked until 8 
a.m. Sunday... 

Full article at http://www.dailynews.com/breakingnews/ci_21549600/northbound-san- 
diego-405-freeway-closed-saturday-night 


UCOP Report on Handling UC Protests Now 
Available 


saturday, September 15, 2012 


Executive Summary (Scroll down for link to full 
report) 


After physical conflict erupted between police and 
protesters during demonstrations at UC Berkeley 
and UC Davis in November 2011, University 
President Mark G. Yudof asked Vice President and 
General Counsel Charles F. Robinson and Berkeley 
Law School Dean Christopher F. Edley, Jr. to review 
existing policies and practices regarding the 
University’s response to demonstrations and civil 
disobedience. This review was not intended as a 
fact-finding investigation into the November 2011 
protests, or into any other particular incident. 

Other reviews have been tasked with that objective. 
Rather, this review was aimed at identifying best 
practices to inform the University’s response to future demonstrations. Since work on the 
review—and this resulting Report—began, additional clashes on other campuses have 
underscored the need for this analysis. 

This Report is premised on the belief that free expression, robust discourse, and vigorous 
debate over ideas and principles are essential to the mission of our University. The goal 
of this Report is to identify practices that will facilitate such expression and encourage 
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lawful protest activity—while also protecting the health and safety of our students, faculty, 
Staff, police, and the general public when protesters choose to violate laws and 
regulations. 

It is important to note that several of these practices have already been adopted by 
campuses within our system. Indeed, many of our campuses have long employed these 
recommended practices to positive effect in responding to protests—the vast majority of 
which are handled successfully by campuses across the UC system, without conflict. By 
recommending these practices in this Report, we do not mean to suggest that they are 
novel or have never previously been employed within our system. For some campus 
administrators and police, however, implementing our recommendations will require a 
substantial shift away from a mindset that has been focused primarily on the 
maintenance of order and adherence to rules and regulations. With this Report, we mean 
to encourage all our campus administrations and police to consistently implement the 
best practices recommended herein. In addition, for some protesters, implementing our 
recommendations will require taking more responsibility for their activities, including by 
educating themselves about protest-related rules and considering the impact acts of civil 
disobedience can have on others in the campus community. 

In developing this prospective framework for responding to protests and civil 
disobedience, the authors examined existing University policies and practices on speech, 
demonstrations, and use of force by police; the opinions of students, faculty, 
administrators, staff, and police on all ten campuses; and the views of academics and 
other experts on speech, civil liberties, and law enforcement. The objective has been to 
be as broad and fair as possible in collecting information in order to develop a thoughtful 
and fact-based Report. 

Ultimately, the Report arrives at 49 recommendations in nine areas: 

1. Civil Disobedience Challenges. The Report points out the need for the University to 
define and communicate more clearly the free speech rights and responsibilities of all 
members of the University community. We must ensure that there is no confusion on our 
campuses about the rights of individuals to express themselves and to assemble lawfully 
for that purpose. But the more challenging situations arise when protesters decide to 
violate laws or regulations—in other words, to engage in civil disobedience. 

The University and individual campuses should amend their policies in order to recognize 
explicitly the historic role of civil disobedience as a protest tactic. Those policies should 
also make clear, however, that civil disobedience by definition involves violating laws or 
regulations, and that civil disobedience will generally have consequences for those 
engaging in it because of the impact it can have on the rest of the campus community. 

2. Relationship Building. The University must endeavor to increase trust and 
understanding among campus stakeholders, by better utilizing existing communication 
channels and by building new ones. Many protests can be avoided if there are effective 
lines of communication between would-be protesters and administrative officials, and 
opportunities to raise substantive concerns with the Administration and to obtain a 
meaningful response. The University’s response to protests can also be handled better 
and more efficiently by maintaining strong working relationships between police officials 
and administrators and relationships of trust between campus police and the 
communities they serve. 

3. Role Definition and Coordination. To ensure an effective University response to 
protests involving civil disobedience, there must be an established system for 
coordination between police and administrators, with well-defined roles and a shared 
understanding that ultimate responsibility for the campus’s response rests with the 
Chancellor. The Chancellor and other administrators should develop and follow a set of 
guidelines designed to minimize a police response to protests, and to limit the use of 
force against protesters wherever possible. Absent exigent circumstances, the 
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Chancellor or the Chancellor's designee must approve any force by police immediately 
before it is used. And greater emphasis must be placed on coordinating with outside law 
enforcement agencies who may provide assistance during large demonstrations. 

4. Hiring and Training. The Report advances recommendations regarding hiring police 
officers and better training them about how to respond to civil disobedience. It also 
recommends that University administrators be required to attend regular trainings, in 
order to educate them about approaches for de-escalating protest situations, and to help 
them better understand police policies and practices. 

5. Communications with Protesters. With strong communications between demonstrators 
and the campus Administration, civil disobedience can sometimes be avoided—or, at 
least, can take place peacefully without any use of force by police. The Report offers 
recommendations regarding communication and coordination with protesters in advance 
of a planned event, as well as during an ongoing demonstration. 

6. Response During Events. Once a protest is underway and individual protesters begin 
to engage in civil disobedience, the decisions made by administrators can directly affect 
whether the protest ends peacefully rather than with violence. The Report recommends 
several strategies for reaching a peaceful accord with protesters without resorting to the 
use of force by police. It also proposes adoption of policies to guide our campus police 
departments if the Administration decides that a police response to the protest is 
necessary, such as a systemwide response option framework with guidance on 
appropriate responses to different types of resistance. 

7. Documenting Activity During Demonstrations. The Report recommends several parallel 
methods for creating an accurate record of the actions of police and demonstrators 
during demonstrations. These include the use of neutral observers, a policy of 
videotaping activity at the demonstration, and the creation of police after-action reports 
following any police response to a demonstration. 

8. Post-Event Review. The Report recommends that the University adopt a systemwide 
structure located outside of the police department and the campus Administration for 
reviewing the response to civil disobedience. 

9. Implementation. Finally, we suggest a process for implementing the recommendations 
in this Report. Most significantly, it recommends that the President require each 
Chancellor to take concrete action to implement our recommendations, and to report 
promptly to the President on his or her progress. The recommendations were posted in 
draft form so they could be commented on and debated. After considering the public 
comments and making some revisions in response to them, we have finalized the 
recommendations and now submit them to the President. To be sure, no single report 
can resolve all the issues the University faces regarding protest and civil disobedience. 
Successfully laying the groundwork for safe and accountable protest activity will take the 
commitment and effort of all members of the University community. This Report is just the 
starting point—an attempt to assist the University in moving forward to celebrate the 
diversity of opinion and culture on our campuses, to do so with respect and civility, and to 
build on the illustrious history of public involvement and free speech that is the DNA of 
the University of California. 

Preliminary Statement on Scope 

We begin with a couple notes on the scope of this Report. First, we have found that the 
most difficult questions concerning how our University should respond to protests center 
around a narrow band of protest activity involving violations of laws or campus 
regulations, which we will refer to as civil disobedience. The issues presented by other 
protest conduct are more straightforward. Protests that are lawful and comply with the 
applicable time, place, and manner restrictions are clearly permissible, and our 
Administrations and police departments must allow them to proceed—if not encourage 
them. On the other end of the spectrum, violent activity by protesters, which threatens the 
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safety of others or significantly damages property, is illegal and cannot be permitted. The 
thorniest questions lie between these two extremes. How should our University respond 
to protest activity that is not violent, but that violates the law or campus regulations and 
that may negatively impact the University’s mission? This form of protest activity, which 
we refer to throughout this Report as “civil disobedience,” is the central focus of our 
Report. 

Second, although we recognize the troubling possibility that protests may involve some 
individuals bent on creating mischief, destroying property, or worse, handling such 
protesters has not been a primary focus of this Report. It has been our experience that 
the vast majority of protests are peaceful, and that the vast majority of protesters see 
protest as a means of expressing their views and opinions in a peaceful manner. Most of 
our recommendations for responding to protests are therefore premised on the 
assumption that protesters will be acting in good faith and in a peaceful manner, even if 
violating laws or regulations to emphasize their message. But we cannot ignore the 
possibility that some individuals may have less honorable intentions, and may seize on 
protests as an opportunity merely to cause disruption or damage. We think our campuses 
should attempt to follow our recommendations regardless of the apparent motivation of 
the protesters, but to the extent ill-intentioned individuals are among the protesters, we 
recognize that it may complicate the efforts of our Administrations and police 
departments to successfully respond, and may render some of the Recommendations in 
our Report infeasible or ineffective. 

Full report at: http://campusprotestreport.universityofcalifornia.edu/documents/protest- 
report-091312.pdf 


Higher Ed Metrics Bill is Dead on Arrival 
Sunday, September 16, 2012 


On Friday, the governor vetoed SB 721 
which would have instructed the Legislative 
Analyst’s Office (LAO) to come up with 
“metrics” to determine if the UC, CSU, and 
the community colleges were meeting three 
goals. These goals were described in a 
section of the bill: 


In order to promote the state's competitive 
economic position and quality of civic life, it 
is necessary to increase the level of educational attainment of California's adult 
population to meet the state's civic and workforce needs. To achieve that objective, it is 
the intent of the Legislature that budget and policy decisions regarding postsecondary 
education generally adhere to all of the following goals: (a) Improve student success, 
which shall include, but not be limited to, greater participation by demographic groups 
that have historically participated at lower rates, greater completion rates by all students, 
and improved outcomes for graduates. (b) Better align the types of degrees and 
credentials awarded with the state's workforce and civic needs. (c) Increase efficiency so 
that desired postsecondary education outcomes can be achieved with a given level of 
resources while maintaining high quality. 

The governor's veto message is at: http://gov.ca.gov/docs/SB_721_Veto_Message.pdf 

In it, he states that “questions about who should measure, what to measure and how to 
measure what is learned in college are way too important to be delegated to the 
Legislative Analyst.” 
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The full text of the now-defunct bill is at: http://leginfo.ca.gov/pub/1 1-12/bill/sen/sb_0701- 
0750/sb_721_bill_20120104_amended_sen_v97.html 


On the Internet, No One Knows Who You Are 


Monday, September 17, 2012 


In 1993, the cartoon below appeared with 
the caption, "On the Internet, no one knows 
you're a dog, "and was widely circulated. 
Now that we have college courses online 
29 years later, life imitates art - online - at 
http://www.wetakeyourclass.com/ :As the 
song says: Update: Inside Higher Ed 
reported that the website above has been 
taken off line by its owner: 
http://www. insidehighered.com/quicktakes/ 
2012/09/26/we-take-your-class-goes-offline 
As a later post on this blog notes, however, 
there are other such services still in 
Ld operation. 


Call Us Now (917) 300-9820 





WE 
TAKE YOUR ONLINE 

COLLEGE CLASSES FOR 
1 AND GET YOU AN 





Some Handy Comparison Slides of Props 30 & 
38 


Tuesday, September 18, 2012 


The Legislative Analyst's Office has some 
Comparison of Two Tax Initiatives handy comparisons of the governor's tax 
initiative (Prop 30) and the rival Munger tax 
initiative (Prop 38). "PIT" = personal income 
tax. Three slides are below: 

Prop 30 Prop 38 ($7,316 is not a typo. 
Prop 38 starts at a relatively low income 
hurdle. A more detailed description that you 
will be finding in the official ballot pamphlet 
is: "Increases personal income tax rates on 
annual earnings over $7,316 using sliding 
scale from .4% for lowest individual earners to 2.2% for individuals earning over $2.5 
million, for twelve years." Prop 30's income tax hurdle is much higher than Prop 38's but 
since it also has a sales tax increase, it, too, affects virtually everyone.) 


Proposition 30 Proposition 38 





More slides with more detail including revenues, trigger, etc., are at: 
http://www.lao.ca.gov/handouts/education/2012/Propositions_30_and_38_091212.pdf 
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Temporary Tax Increases Personal Income Tax Increases 


aalas Tav Inaraacn IA SE Darannti bar 
Sales Tax Increase (0.25 Percent) foi 


Four Years 


Personal Income Tax Increase for Seven eee R l 
Years Higher Tax Rate Increases For Higher 
e 10.3 percent on $250,000 to $300,000 (single). 
e 11.3 percent on $300,000 to $500,000 (single). 


e 12.3 percent over $500,000 (single). 


LAOA LAOA 





More Dangerous Bad Grammar Spam: Don't 
Click; Just Delete 


Tuesday, September 18, 2012 


Your email account has been reported for 
numerous spams Activities from a foreign ip 
recently. As a result of this the University Of 
California ITS has received advice to 
suspend your account. 

However, you might not be the one 
promoting this Spam, as your email 
account might have been compromised. 

To protect your account from sending spam 
mails, You are to confirm your true 
ownership of this account by Clicking on 
this link below to Login and confirm in one 
simple step.On receipt of the requested 
information,the ucla Web-Mail email 
support shall block your account from 
Spam. 





[click here] 
Failure to do this will violate the University of California Web-Mail terms & conditions. 
This will render your account inactive. 


NOTE!!: You will be sent a password reset message In next seven (7) working days 
=== Ąpart from the inept phrasing, if you poke around the email (but don't click!), you will 
find it does not come from a UCLA account. 


Sully 
Wednesday, September 19, 2012 


| came across a headline on the Sacramento Bee website this morning: 
Educators sullying state law to support Proposition 30 


It's from a column by Dan Walters in which he complains that folks in higher ed - 
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community colleges, CSU, and UC - are 
underhandedly letting it be known in 
various ways that if Prop 30 - the 
governor's tax initiative - doesn't pass, 
things won't go well for their institutions. 
Sample quote: 
"Just Tuesday, the University of California 
at Berkeley announced a Proposition 30 
Awareness Project to test the use of 
Facebook, Twitter and other social media to 
j distribute information about the measure. 
They’re all Sully Ken Goldberg, an engineering professor, 
said in the announcement, ‘Although the 
outcome of this vote has an enormous potential impact on students, alumni, teachers, 
parents and employers, many are not aware of Proposition 30. The California Proposition 
30 Awareness Project aims to change that.’" Full article at: 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/09/19/4832914/dan-walters-educators-sullying.html | wasn't 
clear on the concept of "Sully." Did Walters mean it was illegal to do what Goldberg was 
doing? So | Googled "Sully" but | somehow hit Google-Images instead of Google-Search. 
Turns out there are a lot of folks named Sully out there, some real, some fictional, 
depicted above. You probably will recognize Captain Chesley Burnett "Sully" 
Sullenberger III in the upper left, the pilot who landed his plane in the Hudson River after 
birds knocked out the engines. Anyway, none of the folks shown above seemed to have 
done anything illegal. And Capt. Sully seemed to have done a good deed. On the other 
hand, pop singer Sully Erna (upper right), does seem to be confessing to something: All 
in all, | say go ahead Professor Goldberg. Maybe it's not so bad to sully. 











The UC-Riverside Med Saga Continues 


Thursday, September 20, 2012 


Readers of this blog will know that UC-Riverside has 
been trying to get a med school going for some time but 
can't get the needed dollars from the state. Inside Higher 
Ed today has a feature article on various universities 
either trying to merge med schools with others or trying to 
set up new ones. Riverside is mentioned in the article 
which notes it already has a joint med program with 
UCLA: 

Securing funding has also been a problem for UC- 
Riverside’s medical school. The university currently has a 
“two-and-two” program where students spend two years at 
Riverside taking the science courses required for an M.D. 
before going to UCLA’s medical school for the final two 
years of the degree. But G. Richard Olds, dean of the 
medical school at UC-Riverside, says the region around 
Riverside called the Inland Empire — two of the largest 
counties in the country and also two of the fastest-growing — needs doctors to stay in the 
region. “There are two drivers of where doctors end up practicing: where they come from 
and where they finish,” Olds said. “My challenge is building huge pipeline by preferentially 
taking students from my own communities.” ... Full article at: 
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http://www. insidehighered.com/news/201 2/09/20/med-schools-are-target-universities- 
seeking-prestige-and-new-revenues Editorial Note: There is a concept of "evidence 
based medicine" in vogue nowadays. Has the claim that a) there is a shortage of docs in 
Riverside that can't be filled by the national labor market and b) that those docs who go 
through the 2/2 program with UCLA don't go back to Riverside simply because they end 
their education in Westwood been subject to any evidence based analysis? Just asking. 
Might the fact that the Inland Empire economy is in the pits since it was one of the 
centers of the mortgage/foreclosure fiasco have anything to do with where a doc with 
loans to pay off might end up practicing? (Yes, the economy there has been fast growing 
if you count the period of the boom. And locations that were particularly hard hit from the 
financial/mortgage crisis may show rapid growth in recovery because they fell so far.) 
Just asking about that, too. 


Anyway, with those uncomfortable questions and the squeezed state budget, it appears 
this is the fix Riverside is in: 


Another ongoing saga 
Thursday, September 20, 2012 


Our prior post today discussed the ongoing saga of 

the not-quite med school at UC-Riverside. Another 
ongoing saga at UC is the UC-Davis pepper spray 
story. Today comes word in the Sacramento Bee that 
there will be no prosecution by the local DA of the 
police officers involved: 


...In viewing the incident "through the totality of the 
circumstances, there is insufficient evidence to 
establish proof beyond a reasonable doubt that the 
use of force involved in the November 18, 2011, 
pepper spraying was unlawful and therefore warrants 
the filing of criminal charges," officials said in a 
statement announcing the report's findings... 





F u I| s tor y a t 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/09/20/4836866/yolo-da-wont-file-charges-in-ucd.html 


Read more here: http://www.sacbee.com/2012/09/20/4836866/yolo-da-wont-file-charges- 
in-ucd.html#storylink=cpy 
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PPIC Poll: Governor's Tax Initiative Still 
Marginally Ahead 


Thursday, September 20, 2012 


The latest PPIC poll continues to show the 


Vote on Tax Measures to Fund Education governor's tax initiative (Prop 30) 
"e aii marginally - not comfortably - ahead. The 
o No rival Munger initiative continues to show 
lack of sufficient support. 
o 
2 Full pol | a t 
> http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/survey/S_ 
= 912MBS. pdf 


0 
Prop 30: Temporary Prop 38: Tax 
Taxes for Education, for Education, Early 
Public Safety Childhood Programs 





The Sun Shall Rise Soon on the Sunset Bridge 
Thursday, September 20, 2012 


From Zev Yaroslavsky: A wider, 
modernized Sunset Bridge is set to reopen 
for business on Monday, September 24, 
marking a major milestone in the progress 
of the 405 Project to bring a northbound 
carpool lane and other improvements to 
one of the nation’s most heavily-traveled 
freeways. The rebuilt bridge will be 120 feet 
across—30 feet wider than its 1950s-era 
predecessor. In addition to two travel lanes 
in each direction, it also has new, dedicated 
turn lanes for motorists to access the 
freeway without affecting the flow of east- 
west traffic. Sidewalks and shoulders are 
wider, too, and the bridge has been 
upgraded to current seismic standards. The 
bridge provides a major conduit across the 
Westside, with UCLA on one side and 
Brentwood on the other. Between 18,000 
and 22,000 motorists cross it each 
weekday. 


Sunset Bridge in 1957, over what is now the 405 Freeway 





“Its a lot wider and much safer,” said Mike 
Barbour, who is heading up the project for Metro. “It'll be a lot more comfortable for 
people to get on and off the freeway.” 

Monday’s reopening comes after more than two years of demolition and reconstruction 
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work on the bridge. One final push is needed to complete the job, however, and the 
bridge will be closed from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. on Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights. The 
bridge will be reduced to a single lane in each direction from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday. Details are here. The Sunset Bridge is the first of three 
overpasses to be demolished and rebuilt during the 405 Project. Demolition work on one 
of the others, the Mulholland Bridge, will take place on September 29 and 30 will require 
the weekend-long 405 Freeway closure known as Carmageddon II. Angelenos are being 
encouraged to “eat, shop and play locally” during the closure and to avoid driving in the 
area. From hitp://zev.lacounty.gov/news/sunrise-on-sunset 

Note: On the left is a photo of the old bridge from 1957. 


Another Poll Shows Prop 30 Marginally Ahead 
Thursday, September 20, 2012 


Another poll - the Field Poll - has appeared which shows the governor's tax initiative 
(Prop 30) marginally ahead and the rival Munger initiative failing (Prop 38). Earlier today, 
we posted similar results from the PPIC poll. 


The poll also shows that Prop 39, which closes a corporate tax loophole, is ahead ina 
plurality sense but doesn't have a majority. Ultimately, folks must vote yes or no on 
initiatives but not having a majority at this stage is not a good sign. 


The poll is at: 
http://www.field.com/fieldpollonline/subscribers/RIs2425.pdf 


A Sacramento Bee article on the poll results is at: 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/20 12/09/poll-support-for-prop-30-highest- 
among-wealthy-educated.html 


More Online Course Takers 
Friday, September 21, 2012 


a An earlier post on this blog featured a story 
cunve now 302.265.4357 about a web service that would take online 
courses for students. Inside Higher Ed 
seems to have picked up the story and 
noted that other services are jumping into 
the online market. Some of these sites, 
à : such as the one above, appear to have 
a ara ke e a on E —| branched out from their earlier term paper 
: : writing services. The story is at: 
http://www. insidehighered.com/news/2012/09/21/sites-offering-take-courses-fee-pose- 
risk-online-ed 


noneedtostudy@gmail.com (°° 


HOME ABOUT US ONLINE COURSEWORK HELP ORDER A CUSTOM PAPER 


Now we know much about these services: 
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There will be repercussions 
Friday, September 21, 2012 


If you woke up to see the front-page 

(> A a el ae 9 what healthcare headline in the LA Times, you 

Los Angeles Cimes know there will be more about this story in 

—— Cedars, UCLA the future. The article refers specifically to 

Tan from L.A. LA City employees not being covered for 

| care at UCLA. However, the report is 

indicative of the ongoing turmoil in the U.S. 

healthcare system. Although it has been a 

commonplace to say that uncompensated 

or under-compensated healthcare costs are 

passed along to those who do pay, in fact 

that kind of cost shifting is becoming more 
difficult to do. 


HES 


-= = — =, 
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We don't have a single-payer system but 
the insurance coverage for those with 
insurance is becoming increasingly concentrated among a few players, in L.A. and the 
U.S. generally. You might call it a few-payer system. Much of the local area is covered by 
Anthem/Blue Cross and Kaiser (and the latter is a separate system with its own docs and 
facilities). So, as a big payer in the local area, Anthem/Blue Cross has negotiating 
strength and it - and the employers who contract with it - don't have to accept the idea of 
having to carry "passed along" uncompensated care costs above and beyond the costs of 
providing services for their members. Passing along costs that arise because UCLA is a 
teaching and research institution, to the extent there are such extra costs, also becomes 
unacceptable. There are other healthcare providers around who will accept payments 
reflecting marginal cost without the markup. 


The LA Times article is at: 
http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-hospital-costs-20120921 ,0,2292633.story 


Note: Not everyone loves us 
Friday, September 21, 2012 


The conservative/libertarian City Journal complains about a UC-San Diego diversity 
executive appointment in its latest issue (and about the Regents' endorsement of Prop 
30). Excerpts: 


The University of California, San Diego has done it again. Last year, it announced the 
creation of a new diversity sinecure: a vice chancellor for equity, diversity, and inclusion. 
Campus leaders established this post even as state budget cuts resulted in the loss of 
Star scientists to competing universities, as humanities classes and degree programs 
were eliminated to save money, and as tuition continued its nearly 75 percent, five-year 
rise. The new vice chancellorship was wildly redundant with UCSD’s already-existing 
diversity infrastructure... Since this summer, the regents have been shilling for Governor 
Jerry Brown’s $8 billion November tax initiative , arguing that the only way to save the 
university from financial and academic ruin is to jack up the state’s upper-bracket income 
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and sales taxes. Their rubber-stamp approval of 
UCSD’s senseless new appointment, with its sky-high 
salary, shreds whatever remaining budgetary credibility 
they may have had... 


From: http://www.city-journal.org/2012/cjc0920hm.html 


With Prop 30 polling just over a majority (see earlier 
posts on this blog), such critiques can pull it below 
50%. Is UCOP monitoring and responding to more 
than the major news outlets? How about AM talk radio 
which reaches a much larger audience than the City 
Journal? Here is a recent excerpt from the John and 
Ken show - which reaches over a million listeners in 
the southern California area - on Prop 30: 





Here is another excerpt from the Fox and Hounds listserve that goes to small business 
(and others) in California: 


Higher education institutions in California are involving themselves in the campaign for 

Proposition 30, quite possibly illegally, as they claim to spread information about the 
initiative. Cal State universities are sending out letters to prospective students suggesting 
there may not be room for them if the measure fails. Cal State Monterey has a mandatory 
meeting of freshman to hear a discussion on Prop 30. The University of California at 
Berkeley has a social network experiment based on the measure, which the Official 
school release claims is unbiased, even though one of the directors of the experiment 
notes the “enormous potential impact on students, alumni, teachers, parents and 
employers. ”... 


Full article at http://www.foxandhoundsdaily.com/2012/09/public-ed-involvement-in-prop- 


30-trigger-cuts-reminiscent-of-prop-13-campaign/ 


Of course, there may not be love out there to be gotten: 


UCLA Is Well Endowed But Seems to Have 
Problems of Performance 


Friday, September 21, 2012 


The Regents’ Investment Committee is 
meeting on September 25 and one of the 
items on the agenda is a look at what the 
various campus foundations are doing with 
their endowment investments. Above is a 
chart showing the asset mix of the different 
campuses as of March. [Click on the chart 
to enlarge and make clearer.] UCLA seems 
to be lower than the typical for the 
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Campuses in what might be viewed as 
conventional investments, i.e., equities and 
fixed income (and cash). It seems higher in 
such categories such as real estate, private 
equity, commodities, and absolute return 
(which a footnote identifies as hedge funds 
and the like). 


UCLA's non-conventionality does not seem 
to be producing higher returns, however, 
This report focuses on the managed endowment assets held by The Regents and the Foundations, which whether in the short run or the long term, as 


include assets managed by The Regents (Treasurer's Office) or external managers. Managed endowment 
assets do not include assets categorized as “other endowment assets,” such as separately invested assets, 


aeiae epn ae i the chart below shows: 

In all duration categories, UCLA has a 
lower return than the median. It will be 
interesting to see if the Regents have any 
thoughts about this information. UCLA has 
ae the largest pool of assets of any campus as 
sam the chart below indicates, so presumably 


116,048 


ssa : the Regents might pay special attention to 
smasrat its results. Note: The charts above are 
from the report at 


http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/regents/regmeet/sept12/i6attach.pdf 





More Terrible Night Traffic 


Saturday, September 22, 2012 


The Sunset bridge area will be closed tonight 10 PM until 
6 AM tomorrow. The folks in charge of the project actually 
did the same thing last night. And | can tell you from 
personal experience last night that they thought it was OK 
to direct lots of traffic to a dead end and then let drivers 
figure out how to turn around. So stay away. 


Forget 
IAbout It 
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UCLA History and Follow Up: Selection and 
Adverse Selection 


Sunday, September 23, 2012 


The caption of this 1951 photo from the LA 
Public Library collection reads "Edward A. 
Dickson, chairman of the University of 
California Regents, signs contracts for 
UCLA's $20,000,000 Medical Center, while 
architect Carl C. McElvy looks on." The 
selection of the design for the original 
UCLA med center suggests a follow-up 
observation on our prior post about 
Anthem/Blue Cross dropping UCLA (and 
Cedars-Sinai) from its plan for LA City 
workers. Not surprisingly, there were some 
angry letters about that decision in the LA 
Times today. See 
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/letters 
/la-le-0923-sunday-cedars-ucla-anthem- 
20120923-4,0,5880599.story. Our prior post is at 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/09/there-will-be-repercussions.html 








One of the letters to the editor asks why Anthem/Blue Cross did not continue coverage 
for those City employees willing to pay extra for the higher quality of UCLA and Cedars- 
Sinai. | don't have any inside knowledge but one of the key problems in insurance - 
including health insurance - is adverse selection. Generally, the phrase means that those 
most at risk are most likely to take out insurance. But when that happens, the cost of 
insurance no longer reflects some average of the population but rises to reflect the 
increased risk. A dynamic process can be set in motion whereby the premiums rise, 
filtering out those of moderate risk, until all that are left are high risk individuals. In effect, 
the system can self-destruct. (Avoiding adverse selection is the rationale behind such the 
individual mandate in both the federal "Obamacare" plan and the Massachusetts 
"Romneycare" plan; everyone is in the pool.) It may be that a system for City workers in 
which those who wanted to stay with UCLA and Cedars-Sinai at a cost of out-of-pocket 
extra premiums was viewed as unsustainable. 


UCOP's Equalization Plan Will Likely Have the 
Opposite Effect in th... 


Sunday, September 23, 2012 
..and the folks at UCOP probably know it. 


The Daily Bruin is running a story about UCOP's "rebenching" plan designed to equalize 
the payment per undergraduate each campus receives. Rebenching is to be phased in 
over time. Ostensibly, nothing is being taken away. UCLA currently gets more than the 
average. So in the future it will get lower increments. Of course, that is a take-away. 
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So what will be the likely outcome? Despite 
the fact that the Regents and UCOP are 
officially against campus-set tuition 
differentials, differential tuition is what is 
more likely to happen under the plan. UCLA 
is likely to find ways of compensating for 
the take-away by charging more. Given its 
pool of applicants, it could charge more 
without adverse impacts. It will likely 
increase its out-of-state student 
enrollments, again, because it can. 





No one in officialdom wants to 
acknowledge what is really happening. If you listened to the Regents' retreat posted 
earlier on this blog, you will hear that the official position of UCOP is that unequal tuition 
would not be a good idea right now - but /ater is left open. Anyway, this blog is under no 
constraint to pretend. 


The Bruin article is at: 
http://www.dailybruin.com/article/2012/09/ucla-may-lose-additional-state-funds-under- 
approved-rebenching-budgetary-model 





While you are contemplating take-aways that supposedly don't take away and 
equalization that will lead to separation, you might like a little musical background: 


From Metro on “Closure II” This Coming 
Weekend 


Monday, September 24, 2012 


Excerpt from the Metro website: 


l-405: Countdown to Closure II 


The demolition of the north side of 
Mulholland Dr Bridge has been scheduled 
for Saturday, September 29 and Sunday, 
September 30, 2012. As with the demolition 
of the south side of the 608-foot-long 
bridge, the I-405 through the Sepulveda 
Pass will be closed in both directions that 
weekend to allow for demolition. As with the south side demolition, Metro and Caltrans 
are concerned that closing the freeway will result in severe congestion on the |I-405 and 
adjoining freeways, perhaps effecting [sic] freeways throughout the region. Motorists 
throughout the State of California are asked to “Plan Ahead, Avoid the Area, or Eat, Shop 
and Play Locally.” 





To reduce the impacts on local traffic flow, the Mulholland Dr Bridge will be demolished 
and reconstructed in two separate phases. During July 16 and 17, 2011, the south side of 
Mulholland Dr Bridge was demolished. The north side of the bridge is expected to be 
completed 12 months after demolition. During reconstruction, the Mulholland Dr Bridge 
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will accommodate one lane of traffic in each direction. 

The Mulholland Dr Bridge will be the third bridge demolished and reconstructed to 
accommodate the widening of the l-405 freeway and to add a northbound high- 
occupancy vehicle lane through the Sepulveda Pass. When completed, the expanded 
Mulholland Center Dr Bridge will be widened by approximately 10 feet and will be 
designed to the latest seismic standards. 

Source: http://www.metro.net/projects/l-405/mulholland-dr-bridge-demolition- 
reconstruction/[as of 8:15 am, 9/24/12] 

In addition, while eating, shopping, and playing locally, someone needs to refer to: 
http://grammar.quickanddirtytips.com/affect-versus-effect.aspx 


And you can decide this weekend whether to stay inside or outside: 


Rival Initiative Campaign 


Monday, September 24, 2012 


As readers of this blog will know, although 
there are three tax propositions on the ballot, 
two are essentially rivals. The governor put 
Prop 30 on the ballot, a combination of 
income and sales taxes, which has been 
endorsed by the Regents. Prop 38, which is 
an income tax increase earmarked more 
directly for local schools, is supported by a 
wealthy backer, Molly Munger. Prop 38 
hasn't polled well but Munger is putting 
money into its campaign. Prop 30 has been 
showing a marginal majority in recent polls. 
The concern among Prop 30 supporters is 
that the campaign for 38 could undermine 
the marginal support for 30. 





The pro-38 campaign has now released a TV ad which makes clear it is an alternative to 
30, although it does not explicitly say "Prop 30." Below is the ad: 


A Real Downer 
Tuesday, September 25, 2012 


Inside Higher Ed today has a feature story on falling SAT scores. There has been a long- 
term decline over the past 20 years since the test was change, the report indicates: 


... College Board officials have long cautioned against reading too much into a one-point 
gain or one-point drop in a given year, but over the years since the new SAT was 
introduced, the average total score has fallen by 20 points, and scores have fallen in all 
three categories... 


A chart from the article is below. The full article - which also has data by race.ethnicity - is 
at: 
http://www. insidehighered.com/news/2012/09/25/sat-scores-are-down-and-racial-gaps- 
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remain 

Watch where you fall: Update: The LA 
Times has a related article at: 
http://www.latimes.com/news/nation/nationn 
ow/la-na-nn-sat-reading-score- 
20120924 ,0,2438626.story and the College 
Board (that gives the SAT) has a report at: 
http://media.collegeboard.com/homeOrg/con 
tent/pdf/sat-report-college-career-readiness- 
2012.pdf 








Average SAT Scores, 2006-2012 
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Listen to Regents Investment Committee: 9-25- 
12 


Wednesday, September 26, 2012 


The Regents Committee on Investments 
met on Sept. 25, 2012 to review investment 
strategies regarding the general UC 
endowment and the pension fund. There 
was also a review of campus foundation 
investment policies and results. Generally, 
the staff presentations involved requests to 
lift various constraints on investments. 
Much of the explanation was that if we had 
more flexibility, we could have higher 
returns. At one point, the presentation 
seemed to say that if we are constrained to 
emulate the benchmarks, we can’t out- 
perform the benchmarks. That proposition is true, of course. But you can’t underperform 
either. 





If you listen to the audio, you get the impression that not all committee members were 
able to understand fully what was being proposed, although eventually what was 
proposed was endorsed. This area is really complex and the Regents could have 
benefited from another independent “second opinion.” There was a consultant on hand. 
But there are top financial experts on the faculty at various UC campuses that might have 
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been consulted through the Academic Senate. Apparently, however, the only real 
expertise the committee had from the academic side of UC was a graduate student 
observer — an MBA student interested in finance — who was grateful to be there and said 
so in a short statement at the end of the meeting. 

In some cases, if we were to have significant portfolio losses in the future, the joking 
around at the hearing - on the public record - could come back to haunt us. Members 
were reminded at the beginning that the meeting was going out on the Internet - but it is 
easy to forget that people are listening. The larger problem is that the argument that 
allowing more flexibility could produce higher returns — sometimes with after-the-fact 
anecdotes cited as evidence — by itself is too abstract to make a judgment. More flexibility 
could also produce /owerreturns. The precise incentives given to investment managers 
can sometimes produce perverse results, a kind of asymmetric reward for risk taking. 
That is one reason why constraints are imposed. That’s why true due diligence would 
involve obtaining more independent analysis and why getting such advice from faculty 
financial experts would have been a Good Thing to do. It may be that everything 
ultimately endorsed by the Regents was for the best. Yours truly can only judge the 
process, not the outcome. 

Review of the campus foundation endowments was rather perfunctory. An earlier post on 
this blog noted that UCLA’s endowment investment strategy, as reported to the Regents, 
seemed somewhat unconventional. But it was noted also that whether in the long-term or 
the short-term, UCLA seemed to be getting lower returns than the median for the UC 
campuses. UCLA wasdescribed as “aggressive” in its investment strategy at the meeting 
but all the campuses’ strategies — including that of UCLA - were blessed. The 
presentation concluded that the analyst was “comfortable” with all the campuses. It may 
be that the Regents feel they have less of a role in campus-level endowment 
management than they have for the UC-level endowment and pension. 

You can hear the meeting at the link below. Audio quality varies. In some cases, the live- 
stream seemed to freeze and had to be restarted. Hence, some brief audio is missing. 
The audio below has been edited to shorten the silent periods during which the audio 
was lost. 


A Cool Million for Pepper 


Wednesday, September 26, 2012 


NPR is reporting that the settlement in the 
UC-Davis pepper spray case was a cool $1 
million. 


See http://www.npr.org/blogs/thetwo- 
way/2012/09/26/161839245/uc-oks-1- 
million-settlement-in-pepper-spray-suit 


Update: Detail from the Sacramento Bee at: 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/crime/archives/201 
2/09/pepper-spray-settlement-about-1- 
million.Atm! 
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Will Prop 30 Pass the Voters' Test? 
Thursday, September 27, 2012 


As prior posts on this blog have noted, Proposition 30, the 
governor's tax initiative endorsed by the Regents, is polling 
marginally ahead. But it does not have a comfortable lead 
and the campaign is really just starting. So will it lose its 
marginal lead, thus causing trigger cuts to UC? Ethan 
Rarick, California Fellow at the Institute of Governmental 
Studies at UC-Berkeley, does some analysis of past 
Initiatives and concludes that the answer is - TA TA! - 
maybe yes/ maybe no. Non-tax initiatives at this point in 
\ the campaign with poll numbers in the range of Prop 30’s 

do seem to pass. But tax initiatives tend to lose more 
support than others as Election Day nears. Certainly, 
SOME MAY PASS THE TEST. .. Proposition 30 is no sure thing. 


GOD HELP THE REST. 





(You probably knew that.) 


Anyway, you can find his analysis at: http://www foxandhoundsdaily.com/2012/09/will- 
prop-30-pass-heres-some-historical-perspective/ 


say Again How This Is Going to Work 
Thursday, September 27, 2012 


Gov. Brown has signed the law on universities and social 
media. As a prior blog post pointed out, it is unclear how 
subsections (a) and (c) in section (2) of the law fit together. 
See the text below: 


SB 1349, Yee. Social media privacy: postsecondary 
education. 


Existing law establishes and sets forth the missions and 
functions of the public and independent institutions of 
postsecondary education in the state. This bill would prohibit 
public and private postsecondary educational institutions, and 
their employees and representatives, from requiring or 
requesting a student, prospective student, or student group to 
disclose, access, or divulge personal social media, as 
defined, information, as specified. The bill would prohibit a public or private 
postsecondary educational institution from threatening a student, prospective student, or 
student group with or taking specified pecuniary actions for refusing to comply with a 
request or demand that violates that prohibition. The bill would require a private nonprofit 
or for-profit postsecondary educational institution to post its social media privacy policy 
on the institution’s Internet Web site. 
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Digest Key 
Vote: MAJORITY Appropriation: NO Fiscal Committee: YES Local Program: NO 


Bill Text 
The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 


SECTION 1. 


The Legislature finds and declares that quickly evolving technologies and social media 
services and Internet Web sites create new challenges when seeking to protect the 
privacy rights of students at California’s postsecondary educational institutions. It is the 
intent of the Legislature to protect those rights and provide students with an opportunity 
for redress if their rights are violated. It is also the intent of the Legislature that public 
postsecondary educational institutions match compliance and reporting requirements for 
private nonprofit and for-profit postsecondary educational institutions imposed by this act. 


SEC. 2. 


Chapter 2.5 added to Part 65 of Division 14 of Title 3 of the Education Code, to read: 
CHAPTER 2.5. Social Media Privacy 


As used in this chapter, “social media” means an electronic service or account, or 
electronic content, including, but not limited to, videos or still photographs, blogs, video 
blogs, podcasts, instant and text messages, email, online services or accounts, or 
Internet Web site profiles or locations.(a) Public and private postsecondary educational 
institutions, and their employees and representatives, shall not require or request a 
student, prospective student, or student group to do any of the following:(1) Disclose a 
user name or password for accessing personal social media.(2) Access personal social 
media in the presence of the institution’s employee or representative.(3) Divulge any 
personal social media information.(b) A public or private postsecondary educational 
institution shall not suspend, expel, discipline, threaten to take any of those actions, or 
otherwise penalize a student, prospective student, or student group in any way for 
refusing to comply with a request or demand that violates this section.(c) This section 
shall not do either of the following:(1) Affect a public or private postsecondary educational 
institution’s existing rights and obligations to protect against and investigate alleged 
student misconduct or violations of applicable laws and regulations.(2) Prohibit a public or 
private postsecondary educational institution from taking any adverse action against a 
student, prospective student, or student group for any lawful reason. 

A private nonprofit or for-profit postsecondary educational institution shall post its social 
media privacy policy on the institution’s Internet Web site. 


Unclear how this will work: 
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How Jerry Brown Views Higher Ed 
Thursday, September 27, 2012 


lf you are wondering what Governor Brown 
thinks about higher ed, you might be 
interested in the excerpt below from the 


NS l i , , 
\ transcript of an interview with the LA Times 
© La Tins 


which appeared on the web on 9-24-12: 





... SO here’s an interesting point. This is 
Page Smith. He was in the history 
department in Santa Cruz. You went to Santa Cruz. Do you remember Page Smith? Well, 
he was one of the original guys. He kind of left in disgust when they started going more 
conventional. His wife | made the first head of the arts council and | got to know Page 
Smith. 

This guy wrote a book, he’s the founding provost of UC Santa Cruz. He was there with 
Paul Lee. All these characters. And Bateson was there. Anyway, he writes a book very 
critical of higher education and he’s a humanist ... 

William James wrote an essay called the Moral Equivalent of War. He said men get really 
get their courage in war, it brings out the best in people. But it's very costly. We need the 
moral equivalent of war. 

(Note: On Page Smith and William James, see 
http://www.smithtrust.com/htmlpages/Page.html. On Bateson, see 
http://www.indiana.edu/~wanthro/theory_pages/Bateson.htm. On Paul Lee, see 
http://ecotopia.org/about/paul-lee-cv/.) 

When (President) Roosevelt started the CCC (Civilian Conservation Corps, a Depression 
jobs project), this Harvard guy, | won't mention his name here, had a thing called Camp 
William James which was one of the CCC camps and the notion was the CCC was going 
to be that initiation where people go into a camp, work on trails, build things, and that 
builds the kind of character and comradery that you can get in war. 

So, that’s something that inspired me when | created the California Conservation Corps. 
And even now as we close down the fire camps, can we find more money and get more 
kids going off to these fire camps? 

The CCC used to have, like, 27 camps. Now they have like 4 or 5. And my whole idea 
was to get people out of the city. | know we’ve got LA and San Francisco, but | wanted to 
get them out of the city into some rural backwater, working on clearing streams and trails 
— whatever. And I'm still doing that. 

So, you have CCC, we have an idea William James, you have an idea and there’s a 
continuity there. Same with the university. What’s the university all about? We're always 
talking about tuition and about cutting but there’s a lot of question there on what's going 
on at the university. 

And people talk about especially at Cal State — it’s (about) workforce. We're creating 
people for the workforce. In other words, you're a cog and I’m putting you in a machine 
and the machine's going to run better because we have better cogs. 

Well, there’s idea that the university is not about training, its about opening your mind. 
That’s what he talks about. 

Well, how can | apply that? Well, maybe | can appoint certain people. | haven't appointed 
anyone to the regents yet. Well, who should I appoint? That’s a good question. What are 
they going to do? 

I’ve appointed some people to the Cal State and I’ve appointed some interesting people 
on the state board and I’m looking, but what impact does that make? If you want to make 
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change, can the state board make an impact? Can the Cal State make an impact? 
Things are very conservative in how they run. 

Before when I used to go to the regents, I'd go armed and I was attacking. But it’s totally 
marginal. You can’t influence ... So now it takes more time, you’ve got to be more subtle, 
you need more allies. You need a long-term game plan. 

So, | have a longer term game plan than I had 30 years ago, even though I’ve got less 
time because I’m 74, I’m not 36. I’m thinking through how I can influence or move in a 
direction that take the more creative and more productive of those values that I think are 
important. And those values with the university are truth, beauty ... 

| also know these boards are not affected by one or two people, so there’s no rush. There 
are a lot of people | know. Blum | know, the lady who’s the president, she was the 
president of one of the movie studios. They’ve got people there. 

I’ve put in some people on Cal State that | know. I looked for people. | appointed a guy 
that was in the Jesuits with me. Just like on the OMI board | appointed three people who I 
went to high school with. 

(Oakland Military Institute: Presumably Brown is talking about the period when he was 
mayor of Oakland. See http://oakmil.org/domain/3.) 

Now, | know I can't just take my old friends from the '50s and put them in positions. 
Actually, there’s two people who I knew from the seminary who left and went into the CIA. 
And | put one of them on OMI and I put one of them on Cal State. 

But I’m looking for different ... But | know that three appointments can’t make (a 
difference). It really takes ten. But by the time you get to ten, and you listen to this group 
and that group, and | gotta take care of that and you have diversity and this influence 
person — by the time you get your ten people, they're so different that you have no impact 
anyway. 

So this idea that you can influence by your appointees, you have to take care of all your 
various constituencies and then you end up replicating what is. And that’s why things 
don't change very much. 

Now, | am more strategic now since | understand this better and I’m patiently looking for 
openings. | know that | don't just want change for the sake of change because that’s 
superficial. 

If you want to do something that you know is good but is different, the last place you're 
going to get it done is UC. The second to last place you’re going to get it done is Cal 
State. And the place more likely would be the community colleges, because they’re more 
flexible. 

So, if you say, what's the role of online learning? It’s pretty interesting stuff. | don’t say it’s 
a total solution in any sense but it could play a role in making sure every kid could get out 
in four years if they want. Could the state actually say we will make sure you have an 
opportunity to do only four years or could we have a different kind of degree? I’m looking 
at that. 

And what would be the role of community colleges, what would be the role of state 
colleges? Could they all work and interact? OK, | can't figure all that out. | can’t think of 
everything. ... 

The full interview is at http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/california-politics/2012/09/jerry- 
brown-interview.html. The exact date of the interview is not specified. 
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That Feels Sooo Good 
Thursday, September 27, 2012 


The governor has signed legislation that does 
everything about tuition other than allocate money to 
stop it from rising. It is (sort of) voluntary for the 
Regents and UC. And it feels so good. 


LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 

AB 970, Fong. University of California and California 
State University: systemwide student fees.Existing 
law, known as the Donahoe Higher Education Act, 
sets forth the missions and functions of the 
segments of public postsecondary education in the 
state. The California State University, which is 
governed by the Trustees of the California State 
University (trustees), and the University of California, 
which is governed by the Regents of the University 
of California (regents), are 2 of the segments of 
public postsecondary education. The provisions of the Donahoe Higher Education Act 
apply to the University of California only to the extent that the regents act by resolution to 
make them applicable. 

Under existing law, the California State University and the University of California are 
authorized to charge fees to students attending their respective institutions. This bill 
would establish the Working Families Student Fee Transparency and Accountability Act 
as a part of the Donahoe Higher Education Act, and would establish various policies 
relating to student fees and student financial aid at the University of California and the 
California State University. 

The bill would require the regents and the trustees to comply with prescribed public 
notice and student consultation procedures prior to adopting an increase in mandatory 
systemwide fees, and would prohibit them from adopting a mandatory systemwide fee 
increase before specified dates, except as specified. The bill would require the regents 
and the trustees, by April 2, 2013, to develop a list offactors that would be required to be 
taken into consideration when developing recommendations to adjust mandatory 
systemwide fees. 

The bill, commencing with the 2012-13 academic year, would require the trustees and the 
regents to provide annual reports on expenditures and financial aid to the Legislature, 
and would require the Legislative Analyst's Office to annually review and report to the 
Legislature its findings, conclusions, or recommendations regarding the implementation 
of policies implemented pursuant to the bill. 

Because the provisions of the bill would be added to the Donahoe Higher Education Act, 
they would apply to the University of California only to the extent that the regents act by 
resolution to make them applicable. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. The Legislature finds and declares all of the following:(a) The California 
1960 Master Plan for Higher Education declared that a tuition-free higher education is in 
the best interest of the state and should be continued for all California residents.(b) The 
state has long recognized the value of providing broad access to postsecondary 
education to the state's diverse residents and has demonstrated that commitment by 
investing in postsecondary education. This act seeks to continue the state's historic 
commitment to ensuring affordability and access and maintaining quality through the 
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State's public universities, while recognizing the fiscal challenges that confront both the 
state and postsecondary education.(c) Despite large increases in the number of high 
school graduates, state General Fund spending on postsecondary education has 
declined notably. In 2010-11, the state spent $1.6 billion less on postsecondary education 
than it did 10 years earlier. According to the 2012 Public Policy Institute of California 
report, "Defunding Higher Education," the University of California and the CaliforniaState 
University have responded to funding cuts by reducing course offerings and limiting 
enrollment, as well as increasing tuition and fees.(d) The state's working families who 
have children attending the state's public colleges and universities have endured 
significant increases in mandatory systemwide student fees. While financial aid has 
alleviated some of the impact from this increase in fees, the increased cost of a college 
education remains of concern for working families.(e) A report by the California 
Postsecondary Education Commission, published in 2011 and entitled "College Costs 
and Family Income: The Affordability Issue at the UC and the CSU," detailed that rising 
costs are making an education at California's public universities more of a financial strain 
for many Californians as their incomes have not kept pace with these increasing costs.(f) 
Between 1990 and 2009, costs for a University of California student living on campus 
rose by 70 percent. Costs for a California State University student living with his or her 
family rose by over 80 percent. In this period, median family income in California grew by 
only 16 percent. With rising costs, and flat or falling incomes, the cost of supporting a 
student is taking an increasing percentage of the incomes of these families.(g) In 2009, 
the total cost of attendance for a student living on campus at the University of California 
was $27,100, an increase of 18 percent from three years earlier. Costs at the California 
State University increased by 23 percent, to $20,100, during that period.(h) Even with 
grants and fee waivers, the net cost of a year of attendance at a University of California 
or a California State University campus is one-third of annual income for a lower income 
family. Net costs for middle-income families are about one-quarter of annual income. As 
a result, students may have to work additional hours or increase their debt burden to 
meet college expenses.(i) Increased costs can hinder a student's progress toward a 
degree, forcing students to cut their class load to work more hours, leave for semesters 
at a time, or drop out of school entirely.(j) According to the "Student Expenses and 
Resources Survey" conducted by the Student Aid Commission during the 2006-07 
academic year, approximately 74 percent of all undergraduate students in the California 
State University system worked for pay for an average of 24 hours per week. Fifty-one 
percent of these students reported working over 20 hours per week on average. In the 
University of California system, approximately 54 percent of all undergraduate students 
worked for pay for an average of 17 hours per week, and 23 percent of these students 
reported working over 20 hours per week on average.(k) The Institute for College Access 
and Success, in its report "Student Debt and the Class of 2009," showed that average 
debt accumulation for California students at public universities has risen by 18 percent 
since 2005. In California, the average student debt for students who completed a 
bachelor's degree was $17,326, and national data show that some of the lowest income 
students who generally have family incomes under $50,000 are much more likely to 
borrow, and borrow more than their higher income peers, impacting job opportunities and 
choices after graduation.(l) The Regents of the University of California have raised 
mandatory systemwide student fees by 68 percent since the 2007-08 academic year, and 
over 200 percent in the past decade. The Trustees of the California State University have 
raised mandatory systemwide student fees by 76 percent since the 2007-08 academic 
year, and over 242 percent in the past decade.(m) The state does not have a proper 
accounting of the total costs of educating students at either the University of California or 
the California State University, or the actual uses of student fee revenues, and it is critical 
for the state's public colleges and universities to demonstrate transparency and 
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accountability to the general public.(n) The state, in partnership with the state's colleges 
and universities, is committed to ensuring that all financially needy students have the 
financial assistance necessary for them to enroll in institutions of higher education and 
complete their postsecondary education objectives.(o) The principles expressed in this 
act seek to continue the state's historic commitment to ensuring access to the state's 
public universities for all Californians by ensuring sufficient notification to the general 
public, students, and the state's working families of any increases in student fees, proper 
consultation with students, and accountability and transparency with respect to student 
fee revenue.(p) Changes in resident student fees or in student financial aid funding or 
packaging policies should take into consideration the total cost to the student of attending 
the university, including mandatory campus-based student fees, housing and living 
expenses, as well as all other expenses associated with university attendance.(q) Any 
increases in mandatory systemwide fees should be accompanied by appropriate 
increases in funding for need-based student financial aid.SEC. 2. Article 3.7 
(commencing with Section 66028) is added to Chapter 2 of Part 40 of Division 5 of Title 3 
of the Education Code, to read: 

Article 3.7. Working Families Student Fee Transparency and Accountability Act 

66028. This article shall be known, and may be cited, as the Working Families Student 
Fee Transparency and Accountability Act.66028.1. For purposes of this article, the 
following terms have the following meanings:(a) "Consultation" or "consult" means a 
meeting between representatives from the University of California or the California State 
University and their respective statewide student association representatives in which the 
representatives from the institutions provide, at minimum, all the following information at 
least five days before the meeting:(1) A justification for a fee increase proposal, setting 
forth the facts supporting the fee increase.(2) A statement specifying the purposes for 
which revenue derived from a fee increase will be used.(3) A description of the efforts to 
mitigate the impact of the fee increase on needy students.(4) The potential impact to 
students, including, but not limited to, the changes to the minimum workload burden for 
all students, if applicable, institutional financial aid awards, and the average student loan 
debt for undergraduates.(5) Alternative proposals that can be considered in lieu of the 
proposed net student fee revenue proposal.(b) "Cost of attendance" means the 
mandatory systemwide fees, books and supplies, room and board, transportation, and 
miscellaneous personal expenses for an undergraduate California resident student, as 
used in determining financial aid eligibility.(c) "Mandatory systemwide fees" means the 
fees that resident students enrolled in the California State University or the University of 
California, as applicable, are required to pay in order to enroll in courses for the academic 
term pursuant to any law or any policy adopted by the trustees or the regents, as 
applicable.(d) "Regents" means the Regents of the University of California. (e) "Resident" 
means a student who is exempt from paying nonresident tuition pursuant to Chapter 1 
(commencing with Section 68000) of Part 41.(f) "Trustees" means the Trustees of the 
California State University.66028.2. The following state policies apply to student financial 
aid for resident students, and mandatory systemwide fees charged at the University of 
California and the California State University:(a) As any changes in mandatory 
systemwide fees and financial aid resources are considered, the impact on students 
should be explained to students, including, but not limited to, changes to the minimum 
work or loan burden for all students, if applicable, institutional financial aid awards, and 
the average student loan debt for undergraduate students.(b) Students should be 
consulted before increases on mandatory systemwide fees are proposed, so that 
students can provide input and ask questions regarding the need for any increases in 
mandatory systemwide fees.(c) Adequate advance notice should be provided to students 
regarding any future mandatory systemwide fees, thereby allowing the students and their 
families greater time to prepare for the mandatory systemwide fees to be assessed.(d) In 
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order to ensure that access is not precluded for any eligible student, and particularly for 
financially needy students, all current and prospective students should be provided with 
timely information concerning student financial aid, including the processes associated 
with applying for and obtaining student financial assistance.(e) In order for the general 
public to maintain confidence in the state's public colleges and universities, every effort 
should be made to ensure increased transparency in the uses of mandatory systemwide 
fee revenue and the rationale for implementing mandatory systemwide fee 
increases.66028.3. (a) Ten days prior to holding a meeting to discuss or adopt an 
increase in mandatory systemwide fees, the University of California and the California 
State University shall provide public notice of the proposed mandatory systemwide fee 
increase as a discussion item in the public agenda for a meeting of the respective 
governing board. The public notice shall allow for comments to be received, both verbally 
and in writing, at the meeting and during the 45-day period required pursuant to 
subdivision (c). The public notice of the proposed mandatory systemwide fee increase 
Shall, at a minimum, include all of the following:(1) A justification for the fee increase 
proposal, setting forth the facts supporting the fee increase.(2) A statement specifying the 
purposes for which revenue derived from a fee increase will be used.(3) A description of 
the efforts to mitigate the impact of the fee increase on needy students.(4) The potential 
impact to students, including, but not limited to, the changes to the minimum workload 
burden for all students, if applicable, institutional financial aid awards, and the average 
student loan debt for undergraduates.(5) Alternative proposals that can be considered in 
lieu of the proposed net student fee revenue proposal.(b) The University of California and 
the California State University shall consult with their respective statewide student 
associations at least 30 days prior to providing public notice of the proposed mandatory 
systemwide fee increase. The range of potential mandatory systemwide fees under 
consideration for the next fiscal year shall be discussed with appropriate student 
representatives at the time of consultation before public notice of the mandatory 
systemwide fee increase proposal.(c) The regents and the trustees shall not act to adopt 
a mandatory systemwide fee increase until at least 45 days after a public meeting is held 
to discuss the fee. The regents and the trustees shall provide a summary of the 
comments received pursuant to subdivision (a) in the public notice provided before the 
meeting to adopt a mandatory systemwide fee increase.(d) The regents and the trustees 
shall not adopt an increase in mandatory systemwide fees after the 90th day prior to the 
commencement of classes for the academic year. This prohibition shall not apply to an 
increase in mandatory systemwide fees for a summer session.(e) (1) In cases where the 
Governor's proposed budget reduces General Fund appropriations from the prior annual 
Budget Act for the support of the operations of University of California or CaliforniaState 
University, the Legislature enacts or authorizes reduced General Fund appropriations 
from the prior annual Budget Act for the support of the operations of University of 
California or CaliforniaState University, the Legislature enacts a budget reduction for the 
General Fund support of the operation of the University of California or California State 
University in the middle of a fiscal year, or the Governor implements a budget reduction 
for the General Fund support of the operation of the University of California or California 
State University in the middle of a fiscal year, subdivisions (a), (b), (c), and (d) shall not 
apply.(2) In the instances described in paragraph (1), the University of California and the 
California State University shall discuss with their respective statewide student 
associations proposals for mandatory systemwide fee increases at least seven days 
before posting notice of action to increase those fees. An increase in the mandatory 
systemwide fees at the University of California or the California State University shall not 
become effective until at least 30 days have elapsed after the date on which the fee 
increase was adopted.(f) Following the adoption of an increase in mandatory systemwide 
fees in accordance with this act, the University of California and the California State 
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University shall notify matriculated students of the mandatory systemwide fees to be 
assessed in the upcoming academic year or the upcoming quarter or semester. In 
addition, the respective institution shall simultaneously inform students about the 
availability of student financial aid and the procedures for obtaining that financial aid in 
order to assist students with meeting the increased costs of attendance.66028.4. (a) On 
or before April 2, 2013, the regents and the trustees each shall develop a list of factors 
that shall be taken into consideration when developing recommendations to adjust 
mandatory systemwide fees consistent with the policies set forth in this article. The 
factors shall include, at a minimum, the level of state support, total cost of attendance, 
impact on various categories of students, including historically underrepresented students 
and low- to middle-income students, as well as efforts to mitigate the impacts.(b) The 
factors, and any subsequent amendments to those factors, shall be developed in 
consultation with the appropriate statewide student body associations and shall be 
formally adopted by the regents or the trustees in an open and public meeting.(c) Nothing 
in this section shall be construed to exempt any increase in mandatory systemwide fees 
from the requirements of Section 66028.4.66028.5. (a) The regents and the trustees are 
urged to maintain their commitment to institutional financial aid program funding by 
ensuring that at least 33 percent of the revenues of an increase to existing mandatory 
systemwide fees charged to resident students is set aside by the regents or the trustees, 
as applicable, for institutional student aid to assist students and families in meeting the 
total cost of education.(b) The regents and trustees shall report their compliance with this 
section in their respective annual reports on institutional financial aid pursuant to Section 
66021.1.66028.6. (a) Notwithstanding Section 10231.5 of the Government Code, 
commencing with the 2012-13 academic year, the regents and the trustees shall annually 
provide the Legislature, by February 1 of each year, with detailed information regarding 
expenditures of revenues derived from student fees and uses of institutional financial aid, 
and shall provide information regarding the systemwide average total cost of attendance 
per student. For purposes of meeting the requirements of this section, the regents and 
the trustees may include this information in their respective annual report on institutional 
financial aid pursuant to Section 66021.1.(b) Notwithstanding Section 10231.5 of the 
Government Code, commencing with the 2012-13 academic year, the Legislative 
Analyst's Office shall annually review, by March 1 of each year, institutional compliance 
with the policies set forth in this article, and report, in writing, to the Legislature its 
findings, conclusions, or recommendations regarding the implementation of these 
policies. This report shall include an assessment of the information provided by the 
regents and the trustees pursuant to subdivision (a).(c) A report submitted pursuant to 
this section shall be submitted in compliance with Section 9795 of the Government Code. 

As the song says, it feels so good (to pass legislation like this), although the Good Times 
in terms of budget allocation are definitely not rolling: 


Prop 30 and the Statue Statute 
Friday, September 28, 2012 


Gov. Brown used the occasion of signing a bill to have a statue of Ronald Reagan in the 
State Capitol implicitly to promote Prop 30 - Brown's tax initiative. See below: 
LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 

AB 2358, Hagman. State Capitol: Ronald Reagan statue. Existing law prescribes various 
duties for the Department of General Services in connection with development and 
maintenance of the park around the State Capitol Building. This bill would authorize the 
Ronald Reagan Centennial Capitol Foundation, in consultation with the Department of 
General Services, to plan a statue of Ronald Reagan in the State Capitol Building Annex. 
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The bill would require the Department of 
General Services and the Ronald Reagan 
Centennial Capitol Foundation to approve 
the design and any other aspect of the 
statue. The bill would require that the 
planning, construction, and maintenance of 


OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 


SEP 28 2012 


To the Members of the California State Assembly: the statue be fu nded with private do natio ns 
T iis Den Bill 2358 in honor of Ronald Reagan. | served as Secretary of th rou g h th e Ro na | d Re a g an C en te nn i a | 
Even in those days he demonstrated courage and unique leadership ability — even to the Ca p itol Fo u nd ati on. The b | | wou | d pro h | b it 
point of raising California taxes when he saw they were needed. con stru cti on of th e statu eu nti | th e J oi nt 


d - Committee on Rules has approved and 
alle from J) — adopted the plan for the statue, and the 
F Joint Committee on Rules and the 
Department of Finance have determined 
that sufficient private funding is available to construct and maintain the statue. DIGEST 
KEY Vote: majority Appropriation: no Fiscal Committee: yes Local Program: no 
BILL TEXT THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 
SECTION 1. Section 14632 is added to the Government Code, to read: 14632. (a) The 
Ronald Reagan Centennial Capitol Foundation may, in consultation with the Department 
of General Services, plan a statue of Ronald Reagan in the State Capitol Building Annex. 
(b) The Department of General Services, in consultation with the Ronald Reagan 
Centennial Capitol Foundation, shall accomplish the following goals: (1) Review of the 
preliminary design plans to identify potential maintenance concerns. (2) Ensure 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12101 et seq.) compliance, and 
other safety concerns. (3) Review and approval of proper California Environmental 
Quality Act (Division 13 (commencing with Section 21000) of the Public Resources Code) 
documents prepared for work at the designated historic property. (4) Review of final 
construction documents to ensure that all requirements are met. (5) Prepare the right-of- 
entry permit outlining the final area of work, final construction documents, construction 
plans, the contractor hired to perform the work, insurance, bonding, provisions for 
damage to state property, and inspection requirements. (6) Prepare a maintenance 
agreement outlining the Ronald Reagan Centennial Capitol Foundation’s responsibility 
for the long-term maintenance of the statue due to aging, vandalism, or relocation. (7) 
Inspect the construction performed by the contractor selected by the Ronald Reagan 
Centennial Capitol Foundation. (c) If the Ronald Reagan Centennial Capitol Foundation 
undertakes responsibility to construct a statue under this section, it shall, in consultation 
with the Department of General Services, establish a schedule for the design, 
construction, and dedication of the statue, implement procedures to solicit designs for the 
statue, devise a selection process for the choice of the design, and establish a program 
for the dedication of the statue. (d) The Department of General Services and the Ronald 
Reagan Centennial Capitol Foundation shall approve the design and any other aspect of 
the statue. (e) If the Ronald Reagan Centennial Capitol Foundation undertakes 
responsibility to construct a statue under this section, it shall not begin construction of the 
statue until the Joint Committee on Rules has approved and adopted the plan for the 
statue, and only if the Joint Committee on Rules and the Department of Finance have 
determined that sufficient private funding is available to construct and maintain the 
statue. (f) The planning, construction, and maintenance of the statue shall be funded 
exclusively through private donations to the Ronald Reagan Centennial Capitol 
Foundation. (g) If the Ronald Reagan Centennial Capitol Foundation undertakes 
responsibility to construct a statue under this section, it shall sign a maintenance 
agreement with the state, as created under paragraph (6) of subdivision (b), to maintain 
the statue with private contributions. ==== Of course, Reagan did a number of things in 
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the past that some would like to forget - like campaigning for Harry Truman in 1948: 


The Thrifty Fifty Online Textbooks 
Friday, September 28, 2012 


Governor Brown signed twin bills that 
create a mechanism for producing and 
distributing free online textbooks for what 
are described as fifty lower-division core 
courses at UC and CSU in cooperation with 
the community colleges. 


Exactly how these texts are going to be 
produced (for no royalties, if | read the new 
laws correctly) remains to be seen. There 
do seem to be some mechanisms for 
payment for supplying such texts but, 
again, details are not clear. 





The twin bills are at: 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_1051- 
1100/sb_1052_bill_20120905_enrolled.htm! and 
http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/sen/sb_1051- 
1100/sb_1053_bill_20120905_enrolled.html 


If you are worried about the return of 
Carmageddon... 


Friday, September 28, 2012 
From the LA Times: 


...UCLA researchers say that last year's 
Carmageddon closure of the 405 Freeway 
rid Los Angeles of both traffic and another 
notorious problem: pollution. 

Air quality near the closed 10-mile portion 
of the freeway reached levels 83% better 
than typical weekends, according to 
research released Friday by a team at 
UCLA's Institute of the Environment and 
Sustainability. More striking, the 
researchers say, air quality also improved 
75% in parts of West Los Angeles and 
Santa Monica, suggesting that whole 
swaths of residents stayed off the road in those areas. Overall, air quality across the 
region was 25% better than normal. 





"Seeing such a dramatic reduction [in pollutants] in West L.A. was really quite surprising," 
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said Suzanne Paulson, one of the professors leading the research. "It gives a very 
dramatic view of how clean the air could be." As soon as traffic returned the following 
week, the improvements vanished, Paulson said. But area residents have another 
chance to breathe some fresh air starting Saturday... 


Full article at http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-carmageddon-air-quality- 
20120928 ,0,3656316.story 


So you know what to do: 


Brown Signs Bill Offering Private Pensions (Kind 
of/Maybe) 


saturday, September 29, 2012 


As readers of this blog will know, public 
pensions have been an issue in California 
and for UC. Recently, Gov. Brown signed a 
bill that modified public pensions in the 
state - with exclusions including an 
exclusion for UC which modified its own 
plan in 2010. 


Democrats in the legislature believe that 
there would be more public sympathy for 
government pensions if more private sector 
workers had defined benefit pensions. (Of course, most private workers are under Social 
Security which is defined benefit.) Private employers, however, have been moving away 
from defined benefit to defined contribution ("401k-type") plans. So a proposal arose to 
create some kind of pension plan for the private sector in California for workers who did 
not have one. A true defined benefit plan for the private sector, a version of Social 
Security at the state level, would be very difficult to operate for many, many reasons. But 
there is a pension known as "cash balance" which is a cross between defined benefit and 
defined contribution. 





Under a cash balance plan, the worker has a tax-favored account into which contributions 
are made (employer and/or employee) similar to a defined contribution or 401k plan. 
However, the return on money in the account is guaranteed by the offerer. The plan is a 
savings plan with a fixed interest rate; the worker does not do the investing. The 
guarantee puts some risk on the offerer so the plan is similar to defined benefit in that 
regard. However, at retirement age, the worker has a lump sum, not an annuity. He/she 
could use the lump sum to buy an annuity from a private insurance carrier although the 
costs of such retail annuities can be high. 


For the offerer, the higher is the interest rate guaranteed, the greater is the risk since 
actual investments might not cover the guarantee. For the worker, the lower is the 
guarantee, the less attractive is the plan. Note that most workers without any pension 
(defined benefit or defined contribution) can open an IRA or some similar tax-favored 
plan. 


A bill in the legislature proposed that the state create a cash balance plan for workers 
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without pensions in the private sector. Brown insisted that the bill be modified require a 
study first of economic and legal feasibility and then a separate vote by the legislature 
actually to establish the plan - if it chooses to do so - down the road. With that 
modification, he has signed the bill. See below from the Sacramento Bee (excerpt): 


Legislation designed to pave the way for a private retirement plan affecting millions of 
California private-sector workers was signed into law Friday by Gov. Jerry Brown. The 
goal is to create a savings program in which workers who have no access to a pension 
can count on a guaranteed rate of return for contributing about 3 percent of their salary. 
Brown's signing of Senate Bill 1234 signals support for the program, but he signed 
separate legislation, Senate Bill 923, that requires a feasibility study and a final vote by 
the Legislature before launching it. Sen. Kevin de Leon, who teamed with Senate 
President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg to push SB 1234, said Brown's signing could lead to 
creation of a "national model for retirement savings." 

... Unlike a public pension, de Leon's program would guarantee participants a minimal rate 
of return for contributions made via payroll deduction. The Los Angeles Democrat 
contends that neither the state nor private businesses would incur risk. Returns would be 
assured by private insurance underwriters... Full story at 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/09/29/48647 1 1/jerry-brown-signs-package-to-advance.html 
It is interesting to note that the governor signed the modified legislation without any 
fanfare. The signing is noted along with a listing of a rash of other unrelated bills he 
signed or vetoed on his website at http://www.gov.ca.gov/news.php?id=17767. 


405 Weekend Closure Info 


saturday, September 29, 2012 


Above is the scene as the bridge over the 
405 was being deconstructed this morning. 
You can get traffic flow information by going 
to the map at: 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/roadinfo/metrola.h 
tm and then clicking on the link for road 
speeds on the lower left. Or go directly to: 
http://www.smartraveler.com/traffic.asp?ma 
rket=Greater%2BLos%2BAngeles&zone=L 
osAngeles 





Note: The LA Times has a photo gallery showing various stages of construction through 
the Sepulveda pass beginning in 1929 at: 
http://framework.latimes.com/2011/07/13/the-405-a-repeating-history-of-construction/#/0 
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UCLA Luskin School Election Event in Downtown 
LA Oct. 17 


Sunday, September 30, 2012 


With the presidential debate coming up on 
Oct. 3, and with your state voter pamphlet 
probably arriving around now, you may 
have an interest in a program offered by the 
UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs later 
this month (October 17). Below is an 
announcement and below that is a link for 
registering to attend: 





After the horse race is over and Election 
2012 has been decided, the business of governing is going to get very difficult very 
quickly. With budget cuts looming and taxes set to rise, voters are struggling to 
understand competing visions for the future. Is a balanced compromise possible in an 
atmosphere of extreme partisanship? How does the rhetoric of an election year match 
our fiscal reality? 


Join Mark Z. Barabak, political writer for the Los Angeles Times; Sky Gallegos, political 
strategist and experienced campaign veteran; Adam Nagourney, Los Angeles bureau 
chief for The New York Times; Dan Schnur, director of USC's Jesse M. Unruh Institute of 
Politics; and Franklin D. Gilliam, Jr., dean of the UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs for 
an engaging discussion that's sure to enlighten and inform.Join us before the program for 
an All-American reception featuring hot dogs and apple pie! 

Event information=========== 


Wednesday, October 17 

6 p.m. Reception 

7 p.m. Panel Discussion 

Japanese American National Museum 

100 N. Central Avenue 

Los Angeles, California 90012 

To register to attend, go to: 
http://eamailer.support.ucla.edu/ViewInBrowser/?PID=1EF858FC-1037-421 7-9C92- 
AA2Z2EE0A9C3D8 


(Full disclosure: Yours truly was involved in the planning of the Oct. 17 event.) 


For the historically minded, he first televised presidential debate - Kennedy/Nixon in 1960 
- can be seen at: 
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A word from our sponsor as the fall quarter 
begins... 


Sunday, September 30, 2012 


This blog is sponsored by the Faculty Association 
at UCLA, an independent association for 
members of the UCLA Academic Senate. 


A form for joining the Faculty Association can be 
found at: 
http://www.uclafaculty.org/Join.html 


By the way, the Faculty Association is planning a 
campus event on November 7 dealing with 
funding UC. More info will be available on this 
blog as we get closer to the event. 





Governor Vetoes Collective Bargaining for RAs 
Monday, October 01, 2012 


Collective bargaining in the public sector in California 
is regulated by a series of statutes. The major ones 
have the Public Employment Relations Board (PERB) 
as their administrative agency. One of these laws 
covers UC and CSU and is known as HEERA, the 
Higher Education Employee-Employer Relations Act. 
Current law allows collective bargaining for student 
teaching assistants. However, research assistants are 
not covered. 


Yesterday, the deadline for signing or vetoing bills, 
Gov. Brown vetoed a bill that would have extended 
collective bargaining rights to RAs. 


You can read his veto explanation statement at: 
http://gov.ca.gov/docs/SB_259_Veto_Message.pdf 





For those interested, the full text of HEERA is at: 
http://www.perb.ca.gov/laws/HEERA.aspx 
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Brown Vetoes Bill Requiring Consideration of 
Community Service for ... 


Monday, October 01, 2012 


A bill was vetoed yesterday that would have required 
CSU and "requested" UC to consider community 
service for tenure and other academic personnel 
decisions. The veto message is at: 
http://gov.ca.gov/docs/AB_2132_Veto_Message.pdf 


The message notes that such service is already part 
of the academic review process and that such matters 
are best left to campus-level decision making. 





More Online Entrepreneurialism: MBA 
Admissions Essay 


Monday, October 01, 2012 


From the San Francisco Chronicle today: 


| n was the Dea For years, applicants looking to read 

$ l examples of admissions essays submitted 
to top business schools could buy books 
with such names as "101 Business School 
(MBA) Essays That Made a Difference" or 
"65 Successful Harvard Business School 
Application Essays." The books promised 
readers an inside look at what admissions 
officers were looking for, along with elements of a successful business school essay. The 
latest player is a new essay service and website called Wordprom.com, founded by MBA 
graduates Gili and Ori Elkin, who are looking to turn that old-fashioned model on its head 
-and raising the hackles of B-school admissions officers... The website has emerged at a 
time when many business schools are cracking down on plagiarism in admissions essays 
- including some schools with essays listed on Wordprom.com. For example, UCLA's 
Anderson School of Management rejected 52 MBA applicants last year after the school 
discovered plagiarism in admissions essays by using Turnitin for Admissions, an 
antiplagiarism database service that compares student essays with a wide collection of 
writings. Wordprom currently has six Anderson essays posted for sale... 





Full story at 
http://www.sfgate.com/education/article/MBA-admissions-essays-for-sale-3907525.php 
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UCLA Has a New MacArthur Fellow 
Tuesday, October 02, 2012 


From the MacArthur Foundation website: 


Elissa Hallem Neurobiologist Assistant 
Professor, Department of Microbiology, 
Immunology, and Molecular Genetics 
University of California, Los Angeles Age: 
34 

Elissa Hallem is a neuroscientist who 
explores the physiology and behavioral 
consequences of odor detection. As a 
graduate student, she undertook expansive 
studies of olfaction in fruit flies that revealed 
several important, and sometimes 
unexpected, insights. Starting with a mutant 
fly strain that lacks any odorant receptor in 
a well-characterized subset of olfactory receptor neurons, Hallem produced more than 
twenty different transgenic fruit fly lines, each expressing a single, known odorant 
receptor gene in these neurons. She then measured in each strain the electrophysiologic 
response to a set of more than one hundred different odorants. 





Among other findings, her analyses demonstrated that some odorant receptor types are 
highly selective and others are more broadly tuned, with an unexpectedly high fraction of 
odorant/receptor combinations inhibiting (rather than increasing) neuron firing rates; as a 
whole, these data contribute significantly to explaining and predicting the neural 
representation of odors. As a postdoctoral fellow, she shifted her attention to the 
connection between chemoreception and behavior. Using as a model system the 
nematode worm C. elegans (in which the distribution and connections of every neuron 
are well-characterized), she identified the molecular mechanism for carbon dioxide 
sensitivity and the neural circuits that mediate its avoidance behavior. While free-living, 
adult nematodes may find carbon dioxide detection important for avoiding predators, 
some juvenile parasitic nematodes use carbon dioxide to locate host organisms to 
invade. These parasites are endemic to human populations, particularly in tropical 
regions; they infect more than 20 percent of people across the globe. Through her basic 
research, Hallem is applying her experience and expertise in invertebrate 
chemoreception to identify interventions, either pharmacologic or behavioral, that may 
eventually reduce the scourge of parasitic infections in humans. 

Elissa Hallem received a B.A. (1999) from Williams College and a Ph.D. (2005) from Yale 
University. She was a postdoctoral fellow at the California Institute of Technology 
(2005-2010) prior to her appointment as an assistant professor in the Department of 
Microbiology, Immunology, and Molecular Genetics at the University of California at Los 
Angeles. Her scientific articles have appeared in such publications as Nature, Cell, 
Annual Review of Entomology, and PNAS. 

Source: http://www.macfound.org/fellows/867/ Video at: 
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California has a way to go 
Tuesday, October 02, 2012 


The two charts above from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics serve as a reminder that 
California's economic recovery still has a way to go. You probably knew that but it is also 
a reminder that the state budget, and the UC budget, which ultimately depend on the 
underlying economic tax base, will also be under strain for some time to come. 
Note: A summary of the UCLA Anderson Forecast for the national and state economies is 
available at: http://uclaforecast.com/contents/archive/2012/media_92012_1.asp 


A Little California Background 
Tuesday, October 02, 2012 


Each year, yours truly does a presentation during orientation for the incoming MPP 
students on California and its history, politics, institutions, and even a little on the state 
budget. If you have a spare hour and a half, the version from Sept. 25 can be seen in 
three parts at the links below. Even long-time Californians may find some new 
information which may shed light on some current state dilemmas. 


We began the class with - what else? - the official state song: 
and then got into the specifics: 

Part 1: 

Part 2: 


Part 3: 


They gotta have their meds!! 
Wednesday, October 03, 2012 


UC Riverside medical school clears hurdle 


Larry Gordon, LA Times, 
October 3, 2012 (excerpt) 


A national accrediting agency has approved 
UC Riverside's long-embattled plan to open 
a full medical school and to start enrolling 
future doctors next summer, Officials 
announced Tuesday. It would be the sixth 
medical school in the University of California 
system and the first to open since the late 
1960s. Last year, the same panel rejected 
the proposal because it looked too risky 





UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 


after the state refused to fund the school. But UC Riverside officials have since secured 
enough other public and private financing for a program that they say will help ease a 
doctor shortage in the Inland Empire and improve public healthcare there. 


...(T)he medical school will still need about $15 million a year in state general revenue 
funds if it is to expand and win full accreditation over the next six years. Observers say 
that the state may find it hard to keep denying funding and to threaten the school's 
permanent future once the doors are open to students. 


Critics, however, contend that a new medical school is the kind of unnecessary 
expansionism that UC and the state can no longer afford while basic education programs 
have suffered large funding cuts and tuition has increased rapidly... 


Full article at 
http://www.latimes.com/health/la-me-1003-uc-riverside-20121003,0,3497398.story 


Critics? What do they know? They don't understand: Update 10-8-12: 
UCR’s medical school plays catch-up in recruiting students 


After a brief celebration of last week’s announcement that UC Riverside’s School of 
Medicine was approved to open next fall, the school’s administrators quickly refocused 
their energy from gaining accreditation to finding students. Not only are they recruiting for 
a school that has no track record, the medical school accreditation decision was 
announced well past the usual application period... Plans are to accept 24 applicants 
from UCR. They are students who, in the past, would be entering the first year of the 
school’s Haider Program. That program, started in 1974, is a cooperative venture with 
UCLA. Haider students have spent their first two years of medical school studying at UCR 
before transferring to UCLA for the final two years. Now, they will stay at UCR. Another 
26 applicants will come from outside UCR... Full story at http://www.pe.com/local- 
news/riverside-county/riverside/riverside-headlines-index/20121008-riverside-ucrs- 
medical-school-plays-catch-up-in-recruiting-students.ece 


Question Posed by UC on the San Francisco 
Chronicle Webpage 


Wednesday, October 03, 2012 


Not sure of the answer. Is it that UC uses a 
noun as a verb? 


FROM LIGHTS IN 


YOUR HOUSE TO 

= DISCOVERIES LIGHT 
YEARS AWAY, 
UC works to make all of our lives bette: 
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UC History: Ansel Adams Photos 
Wednesday, October 03, 2012 


A report in the San Francisco Chronicle 
today indicates that in 1964, UC President 
Clark Kerr hired famed photographer Ansel 
Adams to take pictures of the UC system. 
The photos came out in a picture book later 
which has not been reprinted until now 
when copies were made for incoming UC- 
Berkeley freshmen. 


Only a few photos are reproduced in the 
Chronicle such as the one on the right of a 
class for veterinarians at UC-Davis. It's nice 
that Adams gave us the horse's head rather than the reverse. 





You can find the report at: 
http://www.sfgate.com/art/article/Ansel-Adams-prints-found-at-UC-Berkeley-3909179.php 


Waiting for Brown's First Prop 30 TV Ad 
Wednesday, October 03, 2012 


Prop 30 is the governor's initiative for 
temporary tax increases that has been 
endorsed by the Regents. So far, a full- 
scale campaign, i.e., TV ads, has yet to 
occur. But a note on the LA Times' PolitiCal 
blog says the TV campaign is supposed to 
start today. 


So we're waiting. 





There have been opposition radio ads and some more general "issue" ads that oppose 
tax increases. Brown has a lot more money in the bank for his campaign than do the 
opponents. He appears to be following the later-is-better strategy used in the 2010 
gubernatorial campaign. In that campaign, his opponent, Meg Whitman, had been on TV 
for a long time - first in the GOP primary and then in general election. But Brown's 
campaign really didn't start until late summer. 


The article from the PolitiCal blog is at: 
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/california-politics/2012/10/proposition-30-set-to-launch- 
first-television-ads.html 

When something happens, we will update. 


And meanwhile, there is this: 


The 23-campus California State University and 10-campus University of California 
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systems on Monday began accepting new-student applications for the fall 2013 
semester. Both systems are set to receive a potential flurry of applications amid an 
uncertain budget year threatened by mid-year “trigger cuts” should Proposition 30 — 
Gov. Jerry Brown’s tax initiative that would raise $8.5 billion for schools and social 
services — be voted down in November. Applications will be held until the end of 
November, once the outcome of the tax initiative has been decided... 

Full article at http://www.visaliatimesdelta.com/article/20121003/NEWS01/310030013/ 


Update: As of 10:50 AM today, there is no sign of the governor's new TV ad. But 
opponents did launch a pre-emptive strike: a new radio ad: 


Update: The governor's new (first) TV ad came online at around 11 AM: 
Update: Another four pro-30 ads were released in the afternoon: 


Update: And the complaints about the ads begin: 
http://nosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/C/CA_JERRY_BROWN_TAX_INITIATIVE_CAOL- 


Preliminary Announcement: Nov. 7 Forum on 
Future Funding of UC 


Wednesday, October 03, 2012 


On Wednesday, November 7, the Faculty 

Association at UCLA is sponsoring a 
noontime program on the Future Funding of 
UC. That's the day after Election Day and, 
unless the results are very close, we will at 
least know the outcome of the various state 
propositions on the ballot dealing with 
taxes. The program will be at the Faculty 
Center. 





Prof. Steve Lippman of Anderson will 
introduce the event. Prof. Karen Orren of Poli Sci will be the emcee. Speakers will be 
Prof. Chris Newfield of UC-SB (English), Prof. Robert Anderson of UC-Berkeley 
(Economics and past chair of the Academic Council), and yours truly, Prof. Dan Mitchell 
of the Anderson and Luskin schools. The discussant will be Steve Boilard from the 
Legislative Analyst's Office, an LAO expert on public higher ed budgetary issues. 


More details and any changes in the program will appear on this blog as we get closer to 
Nov. 7. 
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Cautionary Note About CalPERS Long-Term 
Care 


Thursday, October 04, 2012 


Although UC employees are not covered 
by the basic CalPERS retirement plan, they 
are eligible to buy long-term care insurance 
through CalPERS as state employees, if 
such policies are offered. Some UC 
employees, who would be reluctant to buy 
such policies from commercial insurance 
companies, may have bought or considered 
the CalPERS version in the past. 


Today's Sacramento Bee carries a 
cautionary story for you, if you have bought 
a CalPERS long-term care policy or might 
consider doing so in the future (if they are 
again offered). Excerpts below: 





...CalPERS is considering imposing a 75 percent increase in premiums on the vast 
majority of its long-term care policyholders... Leading private insurers, facing declining 
profits and many of the same financial issues confronting CalPERS, are dropping 
coverage or restricting sales. Because it's difficult to buy coverage once someone turns 
80, many CalPERS policyholders would have no alternative but to pay the higher 
premiums if they wanted to stay covered... Details on the proposal will be presented to 
CalPERS' pension and health benefits committee Oct. 16, with final approval by the full 
governing board expected a day later... 


Because of the program's financial problems, CalPERS has suspended selling new 
policies since 2008... CalPERS also plans to give members the option of switching to a 
less comprehensive policy as a way of mitigating the rate hike. Currently, most policies 
provide lifetime benefits with inflation protection. The new plan would cap benefits at 10 
years without inflation protection. Because most people don't need more than a few years 
of nursing home care, CalPERS says the cheaper policy will prove popular. 


Full story at http://www.sacbee.com/2012/10/04/4880202/calpers-weighs-hugh-premium- 
hike.Atm! In short, although long-term care plans may seem appealing, as a practical 
matter it is very difficult for individuals to lock in a benefit and cost that will extend years 
into the future. Long-term care is really part of that more general U.S. healthcare system 
which is in flux. 


Read more here: http://www.sacbee.com/2012/10/04/4880202/calpers-weighs-hugh- 
premium-hike.html#storylink=cpy 
Read more here: http://www.sacbee.com/2012/10/04/4880202/calpers-weighs-hugh- 
premium-hike.html#storylink=cpy 
Read more here: http://www.sacbee.com/2012/10/04/4880202/calpers-weighs-hugh- 
premium-hike.html#storylink=cpy 
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One Bill That Got Away (from our attention last 
month) 


Friday, October 05, 2012 


As Governor Brown was signing or vetoing 
bills last month, we tried on this blog to 
point to those affecting UC. However, one — 
AB 1955 — got away from us and escaped 
our attention. It deals with the aftermath of 
the UC-Davis pepper spray incident. As is 
often the case, while the bill mandates CSU 
to do something, it just "requests" the 
Regents to do the same because of UC’s 
constitutional status. Gov. Brown signed 
this bill which you can read below: 


AB 1955, as introduced, Block. Public 
postsecondary education: campus law 
enforcement agency and student liaison. 

Existing law prohibits the Regents of the 
University of California, the Trustees of the California State University, and the governing 
board of a community college district from making or enforcing a rule subjecting a student 
to disciplinary sanction solely on the basis of conduct that is speech or other 
communication that is protected by specified provisions of the United States Constitution 
and the California Constitution. 

This bill would require, for purposes of promoting peaceful campus demonstrations, the 
Trustees of the California State University to designate an individual at each campus of 
the California State University to serve as a liaison between campus law enforcement 
agencies and students exercising rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution 
and California Constitution. The bill would request that the Regents of the University of 
California designate an individual at each campus of the University of California to serve 
as a liaison between campus law enforcement agencies and students exercising rights 
guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the California Constitution. 

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. Section 66303 is added to the Education Code, to read: 66303. For 
purposes of promoting peaceful campus demonstrations, the Trustees of the California 
State University shall designate an individual at each campus of the California State 
University to serve as a liaison between campus law enforcement agencies and students 
exercising rights guaranteed by the United States Constitution and the California 
Constitution. The Regents of the University of California are requested to designate an 
individual at each campus of the University of California to serve as a liaison between 
campus law enforcement agencies and students exercising rights guaranteed by the 
United States Constitution and California Constitution. 

Source: http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/pub/11-12/bill/asm/ab_1951- 
2000/ab_1955_bill_20120223 introduced.html 

A complete list of education-related bills from the last session, most of which deal with K- 
12 and many of which were not enacted or were vetoed, is at: 
http://www.edsource.org/today/201 2/201 1-12-legislative-bills-come-due 





Why did we miss this bill? Maybe it was too ordinary: 
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World University Rankings 


Friday, October 05, 2012 


The World University rankings are shown 
above. Details at 
http://www.timeshighereducation.co.uk/worl 
d-university-rankings/2012-13/world- 
ranking 









































Obamajam coming Sunday-Monday 
Friday, October 05, 2012 


Another Obama fundraiser coming to our 
general neighborhood: 


LAPD is suggesting avoiding the streets 
listed below in the UCLA and Westside 
area: 


Sunday12:30-2:30 p.m. 

Pico Boulevard between Overland Avenue 
and Beverly Drive. 

Avenue of the Stars between Beverly Glen 





and Doheny Drive. 

Sunset Boulevard between Beverly Glen and Doheny Drive.3-5 p.m. 

Sunset Boulevard between Beverly Glen and Doheny Drive. 

N. Whittier Drive between Sunset Boulevard and Santa Monica Boulevard.5-7 p.m. 
Avenue of the Stars between Wilshire and Pico Boulevards. 

Motor Avenue between Pico Boulevard and the 10 Freeway. 

Streets around L.A. Live and the Nokia Center.9:30-11:30 p.m. 

Motor Avenue between National Boulevard and Pico Boulevard. 

Avenue of the Stars between Santa Monica Boulevard and Pico Boulevard.Monday/-9 
a.m. 

Avenue of the Stars between Santa Monica Boulevard and Pico Boulevard. Source: 
http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/obama-visits-l-a-sunday-avoid-these-streets 
Anyway, you may be stuck: 
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On Being Propositioned 


saturday, October 06, 2012 


There is a complicated inter-relationship 
between various propositions on the 
November ballot. Prop 30 (the governor’s 
tax initiative) is paired against Prop 32 - a 
“paycheck protection” initiative that would 
largely cut unions out of political funding 
which often means funding Democrats. 
Prop 32 is thus supported by Republicans 
and has gotten considerable campaign 
support from CharlesMunger. 





Prop 30 is also paired partly against Prop 
38 - the MollyMunger school tax initiative. So you 
have to keep track of your Mungers who are both 
aligned against 30 but not 32. ( Molly is the liberal 
CALIFORNIA who wants more money for schools than the 

governor's initiative would provide. Her Prop 38 is 


G EN ERAL doing poorly in opinion polls but she keeps dumping 
ELECTION money into its campaign coffers. If both 30 and 38 
were to pass, the one with more votes would become 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2012 effective although there are some legal questions 
and there would likely be litigation. But right now, it 
appears that 38 is unlikely to pass so the main result 
of the campaign for it may be to take votes from 30). 
Charles is the conservative who doesn't like unions 
in politics, or — more likely - just unions in general. 
Got it? 

For the latest on Charles’ contributions: 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/the_state_worker/2012/10/ch 
arles-munger-contributions-for-against-initiatives-nears-23-million.html 

The LA Times today has an article about Democrats opposing 38 because they fear it will 
harm the chances for 30: http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-prop38- 
20121006,0,6163534.story 

An earlier post on this blog featured several TV ads recently released by the Brown/pro- 
Prop 30 campaign. We noted that there had been some radio ads against Prop 30 prior 
to that release and included one that was released the same day just before Brown 
launched his ads. See http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/10/waiting-for- 
browns-first-prop-30-tv-ad.html 

The anti-30 campaign now has a TV ad running: 

As noted, however, the pro-30 campaign is linked to the anti-32 campaign. And the anti- 
30 campaign is linked to the pro-32 campaign. 

Here is an anti-32 TV ad: 

And here is a pro-32 TV ad: 

Here is a pro-38 ad (English and Spanish versions): 

There does not appear to be an anti-38 TV campaign although there have been “issue” 
ads on radio and TV that are anti-tax in general. See 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/08/issue-ads-may-quack-like- 
ducks.htmland http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/07/the-tax-battle- 





* OFFICIAL VOTER INFORMATION GUIDE 
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begins.html 

lf you are somewhat confused about the inter-connections of the various propositions, 
here is another thing to be confused about. One of the propositions on the November 
ballot is not an initiative but rather a referendum. An initiative is a piece of legislation for 
voter consideration placed on the ballot by petition. A referendum is a proposition 
designed either to endorse or repeal legislation already passed by the legislature. It is 
also put on the ballot by petition. However, if you want to endorse the legislation the 
referendum campaign is trying to get rid of, you vote “yes” (meaning that, yes, you in fact 
like the already-enacted legislation and don’t want to get rid of it) rather than “no” 
(meaning that you don’t like the already-enacted legislation and do want to get rid of it. 
Prop 40 was put on the ballot via a GOP petition to repeal the redistricting of the state 
senate done by the voter-approved panel set up for that purpose. (So, unlike a typical 
referendum, it was aimed at repealing something done by a special purpose 
"legislature.") But the GOP has abandoned the campaign for various reasons. So now 
even those who at first wanted you to vote “no” on 40 now tell you to vote “yes.” 

There is an LA Times article about this oddity today at 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-prop40-20121006,0,1641543.story 

Bottom line: There are folks out there who want you to do something so you have to be 
careful: 


Updated Stay Aways for ObamaJam Today and 
Tomorrow 


Sunday, October 07, 2012 


The LAPD has an updated list of streets 
from which to stay away during the Obama 
visit today and tomorrow in the UCLA and 
Westside areas: 


From 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. Sunday: 

-- Pico Boulevard between Overland 
Avenue and Beverly Drive -- Avenue of the 
Stars between Olympic and Sunset 
boulevards -- Sunset Boulevard between 
Beverly Glen Boulevard and Doheny Drive 
From 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday: -- Sunset 
Boulevard between Beverly Glen Boulevard 
and Doheny Drive -- North Whittier Drive 
between Sunset and Santa Monica boulevards From 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday: -- Avenue 
of the Stars between Wilshire and Pico boulevards -- Motor Avenue between Pico 
Boulevard and the Santa Monica (10) Freeway -- Streets around LA Live From 9:30 p.m. 
to 11:30 p.m. Sunday: -- Motor Avenue between National and Pico boulevards -- Avenue 
of the Stars between Pico and Santa Monica boulevards From 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. Monday: - 
- Avenue of the Stars between Pico and Santa Monica boulevards Source: 
http://www.smmirror.com/articles/News/Streets- To-Avoid-During-Obamas-Los-Angeles- 
Visit- Today-Monday/35700 

Update: More on what is happening is at: 
http://www.laobserved.com/archive/2012/10/obama_drops_in_on_katzenb.php 
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Movie Star Endorsements for UCLA Extension- 
Steve Poizner Online Cer... 


Monday, October 08, 2012 


UCLA Extensions’ online venture with 
Steve Poizner, the former state insurance 
commissioner, now features rotating movie 
star endorsements - such as the one above 

-= You'll receive a free personalized - on i t S we b S i t e, 

l http://www.empowered.com/. As we have 

noted in earlier posts on this venture, a 

variety of certificate programs are offered. 

There is an $800 one-time enrollment fee plus tuition of $1,485 per quarter for various 

programs that run 3-4 quarters. The website links to success-story videos such as the 
one below: 








Parking Revenue: Cash Cow for Higher Ed? 


Tuesday, October 09, 2012 


Inside Higher Ed today has a short story 
about a controversy over a proposed long- 
term lease of parking facilities at Indiana 
University to a private operator in exchange 
for a lump sum payment. The story links to 
a longer AP article on the issue which notes 
that Ohio State U has gone in that direction. 
Readers of this blog will know that at the 
Regents’ retreat last month, the Regents 
discussed a proposal to transfer campus 
parking services — after a rate increase - to 
the UC pension fund. With the higher rate, 
the parking services would have higher value and would help deal with the unfunded 
liability in the pension. Of course, the higher rate would mean a de facto greater 
employee contribution (for those employees who park) although there would also be 
“contributions” from non-employee visitors to campuses. It is important to note that this 
proposal is a long, long way off from becoming reality, if it ever does. But the articles 
referenced above suggest that at least some universities are looking towards parking as 
a funding remedy. (The idea seems to have originated with some municipalities that were 
facing fiscal problems and then spilled over into higher ed circles.) 

The Inside Higher Ed story | S a t 
http://www. insidehighered.com/quicktakes/201 2/10/09/opposition-lucrative-parking-idea- 
indiana-u 

T he longer A P story i S a t 
http://heraldbulletin.com/breakingnews/x1939586331/Opposition-grows-to-IU-proposal- 
to-lease-parking 

Our audio from last month of the Regents discussing this issue is at 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/09/listen-to-parking-to-pension-at- 
regents.html 
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And, of course, there is our favorite UCLA hotel which is due to displace a parking 
structure at absolutely no cost to anyone :). 
Anyway, someone is thinking of rounding up the cash cows: 


The 3rd Tax on the Ballot 


Tuesday, October 09, 2012 


Most of the media attention with regard to 

tax initiatives on the November ballot has 
gone to Prop 30 (the governor's tax) and 
Prop 38 (the Molly Munger tax) and their 
rivalry. 


However, also on the ballot is Prop 39 
which is generally described as closing a 
corporate tax loophole that favors out-of- 
state firms. It has polled well and there 
doesn't seem to be an organized opposition 
campaign against it. Prop 39 is said to involve about a billion dollars in potential revenue. 
However, it has been criticized in some newspaper editorials as ballot-box budgeting 
because it earmarks about half of what it raises for green energy projects. Part of the 
reason for lack of an organized anti-39 campaign is that the in-state business community 
doesn't favor having the tax code give advantages to out-of-state competitors. And it 
does put some revenue into the general fund, despite the earmark. 





Readers of this blog may recall that the legislature considered, but ultimately did not 
pass, a change in the law that would have closed the same loophole but earmarked the 
money for tuition reductions. 


There is a pro-39 campaign funded by a wealthy individual, Tom Steyer [ 
http://www.forbes.com/profile/thomas-steyer/]. A TV ad in favor of Prop 39 is at: 


UC officials release thousands of documents 
related to Davis pepper... 


Tuesday, October 09, 2012 


From the Sacramento Bee: Nearly a year after police pepper sprayed protesting students 
at the University of California, Davis, UC officials today released thousands of pages of 
internal documents and emails related to the aftermath of the incident. The document 
release comes in response to Public Records Act requests from The Bee and numerous 
other media organizations that were filed immediately following the Nov. 18 incident. 
However, disclosure of the documents was delayed while university officials said internal 
reviews of the matter and a criminal investigation was conducted... Full article at 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/10/09/4895291/uc-officials-release-thousands.html [The 
documents described above do not seem to be on the UC-Davis or UCOP websites as of 
10:30 am today. ] 
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UPDATE: The documents are now (10-10-12) 
posted by the Sacramento Bee at 
http://www.sacbee.com/static/pepperspray/UCDO 
0000024.html 

When you click on the link above, you will see one 
document. Look in the upper right corner of your 
screen to select others. The documents appear to 
be an endless flow of emails on the pepper spray 
incident with no way to search for key words, etc. 
An updated story in the Bee says there are over 
9,500 pages: a 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/10/10/4897253/docu 
ments-shed-light-on-impact.html 

Read more here: 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/10/09/489529 1/uc- 
officials-release-thousands.html#storylink=cpy 





Chem Lab Fire Case Postponed 


Tuesday, October 09, 2012 


The preliminary hearing for a UCLA professor charged in a 2008 lab fire that caused the 
death of a research assistant has been postponed until November. 


Patrick Harran, an organic chemistry professor, will return to court Nov. 16. His 
preliminary hearing was originally scheduled for Tuesday.Harran last appeared in court in 
September,when he pleaded not guilty to three counts of willful violation of an 
occupational safety and health standard causing the death of an employee... Full story at 
http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/hearing-postponed-for-ucla-professor-charged-in-lab- 
death-case We have tracked this case in the past and a) noted that there has been a civil 
settlement, b) reported that the DA dropped the Regents as defendants, and c) raised the 
issue of whether this case and another against a UCLA faculty member represents some 
kind of agenda at the DA that needs to be rethought. 


Last Quarter's Blog Available in PDF Format 
Tuesday, October 09, 2012 


Each quarter, we have made available the prior quarter's blog of the Faculty Association 
at UCLA in PDF format. If you read it that way, the video and audio components are 
omitted. The July through September posts are available at the link below: 

Open publication - Free publishing - More ucla 


Here, for your convenience, is April-June 2012: 
Open publication - Free publishing - More ucla 


And here is January-March 2012: 
Open publication - Free publishing - More ucla 
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Campus Program on Ballot Propositions: Nov. 1 


Tuesday, October 09, 2012 


The UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs 
and the UCLA Institute for Research on 
Labor and Employment present: 


Death and Taxes (and other hot topics): 
Debating the 2012 California Ballot 
Propositions 

with Gray Davis, Luskin Distinguished 
Policy Fellow, and Cameron Smyth, Luskin 
Senior Fellow 
California voters face big decisions on the 
2012 ballot initiatives. From tax policy to the 
death penalty to genetically modified food labeling, a lot is at stake on the ballot. Join us 
for an educational and informative forum to analyze the initiatives. 

TIME Thursday, November 1, from 12:15 — 1:45 pm 
(Note: An earlier version of this announcement said the start time was 12:30 pm.) 

EVENT LOCATION Public Affairs Building, Room 2355 

RSVP rsvp@publicaffairs.ucla.edu; Lunch will be served. 
SSSSS=SS============== ABOUT THE SPEAKERS 

While in office, FORMER CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR GRAY DAVIS made education a 
top priority, signing legislation to strengthen California's K-12 system, increasing 
accountability in schools, and expanding access to higher education. While presiding 
over California during an economic expansion, he made record inve stments in 
infrastructure, created four Centers of Science and Innovation on UC campuses, and 
expanded state health insurance for an additional one million children. 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER CAMERON SMYTH is Chair of the Assembly Local Government 
Committee. In 2008, Assemblyman Smyth was appointed by the Assembly Republican 
Leader as the Republican Caucus Chair, which is the second-highest ranking Republican 
in the State Assembly. ====================== [Full disclosure: Yours truly will be 
emcee.] ====================== 








Who Will Vote in November? Do Voters Dislike 
Voting on Ballot Prop... 


Wednesday, October 10, 2012 


There are eleven state propositions on the 
November ballot as well as the national, 
state, and local candidates and local 
= e propositions. Among those state 
m propositions is Prop 30, the governor's tax 

- - plan endorsed by the Regents. As a new 

z 5 PPIC publication notes, voters in California 

a à l are not a random sample of the population. 

Sounces:Pmo tse Sur smn; maron aon ver a woe osoan] See the table above. And despite 
complaints about all those propositions on 


TABLE 1. CALIFORNIA'S EXCLUSIVE ELECTORATE 








57 23 
43 77 
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the ballot (there are eleven this time), they 
sprite: niente ynetreeiedene pre sph like direct democracy as the chart below 
indicates. The PPIC publication from which 
the table and chart are drawn is at: 
pesca http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/atissue/Al 
——<— 1012MBAlLpdf i (aki (ti‘S;S;CO!OC~™ 


ke all dec 


E Don’t know 





Democrats Republicans Independents 


SOURCE: PPIC Statewide Survey, May 2012 (1,322 registered voters). 





Johnny Dollar Reports 
Wednesday, October 10, 2012 


There used to be an old radio show, 
"Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar." The closest 
we now have in California is state controller 
John Chiang who provides monthly cash 
reports on the state's budget. 


For the first quarter of the current fiscal 
year (2012-13), we are behind on revenue 
by about $200 million (which is really noise 
given the size of the budget). We spent, 
however, over a billion dollars more than 
budgeted for the first quarter. The extra 
spending seems to be occurring in the 
social welfare area. It's not K-12 or higher 
ed. 





Anyway, if the budget estimate on revenue had been way off, probably either plus or 
minus, that would not have been good for the prospects of Prop 30, the governor's tax 
initiative. You can find the cash report for the first quarter at: 
http://www.sco.ca.gov/Files-ARD/fy1213_sept.pdf 


As for the extra spending, radio's Johnny Dollar bragged about padding his expense 
account: 


Garden News 
Thursday, October 11, 2012 


Blog readers will recall the Japanese Garden controversy and the litigation about the 
proposed sale of the Garden by UCLA. Here is an update: 

JAPANESE GARDEN LISTED AMONG 12 SIGNIFICANT THREATENED AND AT-RISK 
LANDSCAPES NATIONWIDE Rafu Shimpo 10-8-12 WASHINGTON — The Cultural 
Landscape Foundation (TCLF) on Oct. 4 formally announced “Landslide,” its annual 
compendium of threatened and at-risk landscapes, which includes the Hannah Carter 
Japanese Garden in Los Angeles. This year’s theme, “Landscape and Patronage,” 
focuses on visionary patrons and/or organizations and the sites they helped create and 
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support. The late Edward W. Carter is 
recognized as the garden’s patron. The 
announcement will be made at El Museo 
del Barrio in New York at a reception co- 
hosted with the Central Park Conservancy 
(CPC) at which CPC trustee Judith Carson 
was honored for her patronage of Central 
Park’s woodlands, and it preceded a 
daylong conference on Oct. 5, organized by 
TCLF and CPC, about stewardship of 
Central Park’s woodlands and urban 
woodlands nationally... UCLA acquired the 
garden in 1964 courtesy of a gift from Carter, a former chair of the UC Board of Regents 
and a founder of the Los Angeles County Museum of Art. The gift was updated in 1982, 
naming the garden in honor of Carter’s wife, Hannah, and requiring UCLA to maintain the 
garden “in perpetuity.” UCLA officials waited until the Carters were deceased and then, 
without notifying their heirs, persuaded a judge to overturn the gift’s “in perpetuity” terms 
and listed the property for sale in early 2012. In May 2012, heirs to the Carter estate filed 
a breach of contract lawsuit against UCLA to uphold the terms of the gift, and in late July 
a Superior Court judge issued a preliminary injunction temporarily halting the sale. The 
garden's fate remains uncertain until the completion of a hearing scheduled to begin in 
May 20173... Full story at http://rafu.com/news/2012/10/japanese-garden-listed-among- 
12-significant-threatened-and-at-risk-landscapes-nationwide/ The “Landslide” reference 
in the article above can be found at: http://tclf.org/sites/default/files/microsites/landscape- 
patronage/hannah-carter-japanese-garden.html Blog readers will also recall our advice to 
the university that discussion on this issue is better than litigation. Of course, we also 
suggested that approach regarding the you-know-what project to no effect. 


How High? 


Thursday, October 11, 2012 


A prior post on this blog noted that 
CalPERS was considering raising its rates 
for long-term care insurance by 75%. We 
noted that although UC was not under 
CalPERS, as state employees, UC 
employees have been allowed in the past 
to participate in the program. We also noted 
that such insurance is a very iffy proposition 
since it is hard to forecast costs many years 
ahead for long-term care and thus rates 
could go up (a lot). 


Guinness World Records 
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Turns out, that CalPERS is indeed planning to raise the rates. But now the increase may 
be as high as 85%. From the Sacramento Bee: 


CalPERS is preparing to impose a rate hike of up to 85 percent on most of its long-term 
care insurance policyholders. The rate hike would begin in 2015 and would be phased in 
over two years. It would affect three-fourths of the 150,000 CalPERS members who've 
bought long-term care policies, which pay for stays in nursing homes, convalescent 
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homes and so on. 


The proposed increase is somewhat higher than the 75 percent rate hike contemplated 
by CalPERS officials the past several weeks. The earlier estimate "was a work in 
progress," CalPERS spokesman Bill Madison said Wednesday. As an alternative, 
CalPERS staff said the pension fund could raise rates 79 percent but do it in one year 
instead of two... Full story at: http:/www.sacbee.com/2012/10/11/4900888/calpers- 
considers-85-rate-hike.htm! So how high could rates go in the future? One might ask, 
how high is the moon? 

Update: Jon Ortiz of the Sacramento Bee provides a link to the CalPERS agenda item: 
CalPERS LTC Recommendation and Analysis 


Update: It looks like they are going ahead with the rate hike: 
http:/(www.sacbee.com/2012/10/16/4916230/calpers-committee-votes-to-hike.html 


Legal victory for university consortium that 
includes UC 


Thursday, October 11, 2012 


Inside Higher Ed is reporting a legal victory 
concerning a Google/university partnership 
that involves indexing a vast number of 
books. Excerpt: 


copyrig ht Much of the work of the HathiTrust (a 
consortium of universities) to make books 
in university collections more easily 
searchable and accessible to people with 
disabilities is protected by "fair use" and is 
not subject to a copyright suit brought by authors' groups, a federal judge has ruled... 


some 
of rights reserved 





| can't give you the ins and outs of this case but UC is a member of the HathiTrust. The 
full Inside Higher Ed article is at: 


http://www. insidehighered.com/quicktakes/201 2/10/1 1/fair-use-applies-book-digitizing- 
work-judge-rules 


That article links to a legal blog which contains the following interesting passage: 

..(T)his opinion together with the Georgia State e-reserve opinion and the UCLA 
streaming-video opinion strike me as a real trend—universities making internal 
technological uses of copyrighted works are doing quite well in court of late. Something 
significant in judicial attitudes towards copyright, computers, and education has clicked 
into place of late... 


See http://laboratorium.net/archive/2012/10/10/hathitrust_wins 


If any legal experts have insights as to the significance of this case or other related 
cases, please add them in the comment option to this posting. In the UCLA case, some 
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video owners sought to prevent classes at UCLA from using streaming videos as part of 
course websites. There was a brief suspension of such videos which disrupted some 
courses but the university decided the claim was invalid and allowed the streaming while 
further litigation occurred. 


Non-urgent emergency in parking lot 36 
Friday, October 12, 2012 


Please come back later with your emergency. 








The Way You Look (at Harvard Law) 
Friday, October 12, 2012 


According to Inside Higher Ed, Harvard Law School has decided to switch from phone 
interviews to video interviews so the interviewer can see the candidate. Article at 
http://www. insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2012/10/12/harvard-law-switches-video- 
interviews 


According to the official memo from Harvard Law School, “...we evaluate applicants from 


UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 


all angles...” 
| http://Awww.law.harvard.edu/news/2012/10/11_hls_e 
xpands_jd_admissions_interviews.html 


Zé a Kuppenheimer 


we to see the label. There's a distincti 
iner than any label—that says the man who wears ir will go pl 
‘ot the time being, your Kuppenheimer dealer may have to ask you to wait for 
choice, Bur Kuppenheimer 


Puts a big emphasis on appearance, no? 





Just a Little Trip-Up in the Rush to Approve the 
UCLA Hotel 


Friday, October 12, 2012 


Readers of this blog will know that the 
proposed UCLA hotel-conference center has 
many pitfalls, legal, tax-wise, and financial. 


And now the Regents and the donors are the 
target of a lawsuit. This problem, as we have 
noted oh so many times, might have been 
avoided by a) scaling down the project to 
something reasonable, and b) talking and 
negotiating with those folks and interests in the 
community that had concerns about the project. 
UCLA bulled ahead, however, getting the 
donors to sign a letter stating that no alternative 
was OK. Ironically, that step opened the door to 
a legal challenge since state environmental law 
requires a review of alternatives. Ruling out 
alternatives meant that the alternative review that UCLA purported to make was 
essentially a sham. One of the Regents pointed this fact out back at the July Regents 
meeting. By bulling ahead, in short, UCLA has succeeded in embarrassing a major 
donor. Read on: 

S============= Save Westwood Village: A Business-Community Alliance Dedicated to 
Quality Revitalization 

SAVE WESTWOOD VILLAGE CHALLENGES UC REGENTS APPROVAL OF 250 
ROOM UCLA LUSKIN HOTEL 

Los Angeles — Save Westwood Village filed suit today in Los Angeles Superior Court to 
challenge the UC Regents’ September 11, 2012 approval of the 250 room $162 million 
UCLA Luskin Hotel on Lot 6, adjacent to Pauley Pavilion. UCLA hotel donors Renee and 
Meyer Luskin are named as real parties in interest. The mission of the University of 
California is research and teaching, not operating hotels. Save Westwood Village 
supports a conference center but not a UCLA hotel financed by bonds secured with 
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student housing fees. The lawsuit alleges environmental impacts from UCLA’s failure to 
pay local taxes for the Luskin Hotel and existing UCLA hotels, inadequate fire protection 
service in Westwood, pre-commitment regarding alternative projects, and violation of city 
zoning. 

Based on square footage, the Luskin Conference and Guest Center is 91.5 percent hotel. 
It will charge $224/night but not collect the city’s 15.5 percent hotel and tourism tax. The 
hotel tax has a profound impact on the environment by funding vital city services 
including emergency fire and police service. UC Santa Cruz collected this tax for the 
University Inn; UC Davis’ Hyatt Place collects local hotel taxes; Cal Poly Pomona’s on- 
campus Kellogg-West Conference Center and the USC Radisson also collect this tax. 
Whether on or off campus, part of a hotel chain or managed by the campus, only 
federal/state employees, Federal Credit Union employees, or foreign diplomats are 
exempt from Los Angeles transient occupancy tax. UCLA does not collect this tax at any 
of its hotels on or off campus (Tiverton House, Faculty Guest House, Courtside Collection 
and dorms rented during the summer). 

In 2008 the L.A. Fire Department reported that service in the area was inadequate. It is 
even worse now. LAFD receives about 1100 calls from the UCLA campus annually that 
cost the city at least $1.7 million. With the addition of the Luskin hotel to existing campus 
hotels, UCLA deprives the city of millions of dollars needed for our firefighters and other 
critical city services. 

CEQA requires an objective analysis of alternatives. In March UC Regents refused to 
approve financing for the Luskin Hotel and required UCLA to explore less costly and risky 
alternatives including the purchase an existing hotel. Instead of a good faith evaluation of 
alternatives, the Regents received a secret letter from the Luskins dated July 3, 2012, 
that insisted on Lot 6. That letter short-circuited the evaluation of alternatives. On July 17, 
six weeks prior to the release of the Final EIR, the Regents approved a financial plan 
similar to the one they refused to approve in March. Certification of the Final EIR on 
September 11, 2012, did not address alternatives because the commitment to a hotel on 
Lot 6 had already been made in July. 

UCLA’s campus is zoned Public Facilities in the Westwood Community Plan. A hotel is 
not permitted in this zone. In 1999 UCLA received a zone variance from Los Angeles for 
cell towers on campus. The approval states that the campus is subject to city zoning. 

UC is a public trust that requires its Regents to exercise due diligence. The Regents 
failed to uphold their duty by accepting inaccurate and nonsensical responses to their 
tough questions and backing down from their demand for less costly alternatives. 
Attached is a copy of the conformed complaint. 

Laura Lake, Ph.D., Co-PresidentSave Westwood VillageA Business-Community Alliance 
Dedicated to Quality Revitalization310-470-4522 1557 Westwood Blvd. #235 , Los 
Angeles, CA 90024 


You can read the lawsuit below: 


Open publication - Free publishing - More ucla 


Update: Corrected scan below: 
Open publication - Free publishing - More ucla 
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UCLA History: Steps 
saturday, October 13, 2012 


Construction of Janss steps on new yet-to- 
be-opened Westwood UCLA campus in 
1927. 





UCLA History: Seen (or Scene) from a Distance 


Sunday, October 14, 2012 
A 1930s view of the UCLA campus. 





A Word from Our Sponsor.... 


Monday, October 15, 2012 


UCLA Faculty Association 
SPEAKERS’ FORUM ON ALTERNATIVE FUNDING MODELS FOR UC 


DATE: Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2012 

TIME: Noon-1:30 pm, 

LOCATION: 

Faculty Center, 

California Room, 

LUNCH: Complimentary Sandwiches and Beverages will be served. 

RSVP: ucfa@earthlink.net so we can get an accurate food count. (Cut and paste this 
address into your email. You can't do it from here.) 

ACTION: Join the UCLA Faculty Assn.: go to 

www.uclafaculty.org 
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APRIL 1982: 

ANCIENT CALIFORNIA HISTORY “The 
interconnected complications surrounding 
the upcoming state budget for 1982-83 defy 
comprehension by most state legislators let 
alone the public at large... Governor Jerry 
Brown is projecting a $3 to $4 Billion 
shortfall in revenues for 1982-83. This is 
against the Governor’s $2.1 Billion estimate 
in his January proposed budget...It would 
be wrong to think of the current budget 
difficulties as something temporary, which 
will disappear when good economic times 
come back,” (April 1982, UCLA Faculty 
Assn. Newsletter). 


NOV. 6, 2012: 
ELECTION DAY In California, if Proposition 30 does not pass, UC is in serious financial 
trouble. If Prop 30 does pass, UC is still in serious financial trouble. 


NOV. 7, 2012: PROGRAM FOR FACULTY ASSN. SPEAKERS’ FORUM The UCLA 
Faculty Assn. has asked 3 scholars and experts on state and UC policies and economics 
to unravel some of those continuing interconnected complications and offer some 
simpler, alternative models for UC funding for the future. After the speakers have 
finished, then Steve Boilard from the Legislative Analyst’s Office, Director of Higher 
Education, will comment on the presentations, followed by Q and A from the audience. 


SPEAKERS: 

Professor Christopher Newfield, UCSB, English Department, author of Unmaking the 
Public University: The Forty Year Assault on the Middle Class , (Harvard University 
Press, 2008) and who reports regularly on a popular blog site, “Remaking the University,” 
http://utotherescue.blogspot. com/ . 


Professor Robert Anderson, UCB, Economics and Mathematics, past Chair of the 
Academic Council, 2011-12 and who has served on the systemwide Task Force Working 
Group on Post-Employment Benefits at UC. 


Professor Daniel Mitchell, Emeritus, UCLA, Anderson School of Management and Luskin 
School of Public Affairs, has served on many systemwide committees, and who tracks 
California budgetary issues and reports regularly on the Faculty Association blog site. 
(The very blog you are reading!) 

Responder: Steve Boilard, Legislative Analyst’s Office, Managing Principal Analyst, 
Director of Higher Ed. The LAO is California’s nonpartisan agency for fiscal and policy 
advice. 


COME, EAT, LISTEN, ASK QUESTIONS: JOIN THE FACULTY DISCUSSION 
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Econ Nobel 
Monday, October 15, 2012 


Shapley Press Release 


15 October 2012 

The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences has 
decided to award The Sveriges Riksbank Prize in 
Economic Sciences in Memory of Alfred Nobel for 
2012 to Alvin E. Roth, Harvard University, 
Cambridge, MA, USA, and Harvard Business School, 
Boston, MA, USA and Lloyd S. Shapley, University 
of California, Los Angeles, CA, USA 

"for the theory of stable allocations and the practice 
of market design". 

Stable allocations — from theory to pratice 

This year's Prize concerns a central economic 
problem: how to match different agents as well as 
possible. For example, students have to be matched 
with schools, and donors of human organs with patients in need of a transplant. How can 
such matching be accomplished as efficiently as possible? What methods are beneficial 
to what groups? The prize rewards two scholars who have answered these questions on 
a journey from abstract theory on stable allocations to practical design of market 
institutions. 

Lloyd Shapley used so-called cooperative game theory to study and compare different 
matching methods. A key issue is to ensure that a matching is stable in the sense that 
two agents cannot be found who would prefer each other over their current counterparts. 
Shapley and his colleagues derived specific methods — in particular, the so-called Gale- 
Shapley algorithm — that always ensure a stable matching. These methods also limit 
agents’ motives for manipulating the matching process. Shapley was able to show how 
the specific design of a method may systematically benefit one or the other side of the 
market. Alvin Roth recognized that Shapley's theoretical results could clarify the 
functioning of important markets in practice. In a series of empirical studies, Roth and his 
colleagues demonstrated that stability is the key to understanding the success of 
particular market institutions. Roth was later able to substantiate this conclusion in 
systematic laboratory experiments. He also helped redesign existing institutions for 
matching new doctors with hospitals, students with schools, and organ donors with 
patients. These reforms are all based on the Gale-Shapley algorithm, along with 
modifications that take into account specific circumstances and ethical restrictions, such 
as the preclusion of side payments. Even though these two researchers worked 
independently of one another, the combination of Shapley's basic theory and Roth's 
empirical investigations, experiments and practical design has generated a flourishing 
field of research and improved the performance of many markets. This year's prize is 
awarded for an outstanding example of economic engineering. =========== Alvin E. 
Roth, U.S. citizen. Born 1951 in USA. Ph.D. 1974 from Stanford University, Stanford, CA, 
USA. George Gund Professor of Economics and Business Administration at Harvard 
University, Cambridge, MA, USA, and Harvard Business School, Boston, MA, USA. 
http://kuznets.fas.harvard.edu/~aroth/alroth.html Lloyd S. Shapley, U.S. citizen. Born 
1923 in Cambridge, MA, USA. Ph.D. 1953 from Princeton University, Princeton, NJ, USA. 
Professor Emeritus at University of California, Los Angeles, CA, USA. 
www.econ.ucla.edu/shapley/index.html =========== The Prize amount: SEK 8 million, 
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to be shared equally between the Laureates. The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, 
founded in 1739, is an independent organization whose overall objective is to promote 
the sciences and strengthen their influence in society. The Academy takes special 
responsibility for the natural sciences and mathematics, but endeavours to promote the 
exchange of ideas between various disciplines. Source: Official press release 
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/economics/laureates/2012/press.html 


Update: The UCLA announcement is at 
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/ucla-professor-wins-nobel-memorial-239684.aspx 


Update: More explanation at 
http://www.laobserved.com/biz/2012/10/figuring_out_what_th.php 


Update: LAObserved linked to a blog of a photographer who first notified Prof. Shapley of 
his prize: 
http://jonathanalcorn.blogspot.com/201 2/10/professor-shapley-congratulations-you.html 


More Indications that Replacement for AVCO 
Cinema Isn't Aimed at UC... 


Monday, October 15, 2012 


. = = An earlier post on this blog noted that the currently- 
iT W i | | N T closed AVCO movie theater in Westwood near UCLA is 
DRINKIN asnan =_ being remodeled into a pricey cinema and that the 

See MOVIES | prices didn't suggest a student customer base is 

6 ee MI = expected. More such indication below: 

, Westwood Neighborhood Council members on 

Wednesday (10-14-12) voted to support iPic Theaters' 

request for a conditional use permit to allow the sale of 

a full line of alcoholic beverages at the swanky 

theater."This is the kind of business we want in 

Westwood," board member Connie Boukidis said. The 

theater will require that servers who take drink orders 

are the same servers who bring drinks back to guests. 

No switching of servers will be allowed, which aims to 

deter underage drinking.iPic representatives pointed out 

some of the 426-seat theater's highlights at the meeting 

Wednesday, including plush seating, "ninja-like” service, an on-site, 5,000-square foot 

restaurant and other amenities... Full story at 

http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/westwood-council-supports-alcohol-sales-at-ipic- 
theater 

Musical inspiration from the movies at 
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Change in Direction: Prop 38 Supporter Stops 
Anti-Prop 30 TV Ads 


Tuesday, October 16, 2012 


As readers of this blog will Know, Prop 38 
(the Molly Munger school tax) and Prop 30 
(the governor's tax - endorsed by the UC 
Regents) are in somewhat of a face-off. 
Although if both passed, the one with the 
most votes would probably go into effect, 
that outcome seems unlikely. Prop 38 has 
polled poorly whereas Prop 30 has been 
marginally ahead. So the more likely 
outcomes are 1) Prop 30 passes and Prop 
38 fails or 2) both fail. If we get #2, there will be trigger cuts including $250 million for UC 
and tuition increases. If we get #1, the trigger cuts are avoided. 





Since Munger is self funding the 38 campaign and seems to be willing to continue 
spending large sums, despite the polls, the main thing Prop 38 might do is undermine 
Prop 30's chances. Up to now, Munger has funded a pro-38/anti-30 TV ad which you can 
see below: 

Apparently, there was enough of an outcry from K-12 supporters to persuade Munger to 
drop that ad and substitute another which touts 38 without attacking 30. You can see that 
one below: 

Various news stories have pointed to this change in approach. For example: 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/20 12/10/munger-phasing-out-ad-critical-of-gov- 
jerry-brown-initiative.html 


Meanwhile, Gov. Brown is making a college tour to promote Prop 30 among student 
voters which apparently includes a meeting with the editors of the Daily Bruin today. See: 
http:/(www.sacbee.com/2012/10/16/4914620/jerry-brown-seeks-college-students.html 


Wilshire Closed at Night - Tonight Through 
saturday 


Tuesday, October 16, 2012 


lf you are a night traveler to or from UCLA, keep in mind the following notice that is 
circulating on email: 


Please note the COMPLETE closure of Wilshire Blvd. from Veteran Ave. to Sepulveda 
Blvd. (east and west bound) nightly from 10 pm until 6 am beginning TONIGHT through 
Saturday 10/20/12 at 6 am. (I presume this means through Sunday morning.) I-405 on 
and off ramps at Wilshire also shut during this period. Santa Monica and Sunset Blvds. 
remain open. 
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You Have Been 


BLOCKED 





IS Something Missing from UCLA's Official Hotel 
Timeline? 


Wednesday, October 17, 2012 


UCLA has an official online newsroom: 
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/default 
.aASPX 
On that website, you will find in a section 
a labeled current issues - note the word 
ference center (UCLA Newsroom) "current" - a link to info on the proposed 

salina a Ba na iiaiai UCLA hotel-conference center: 
eT SRSA iiaa http://luskinconferencecenter.ucla.edu/ 
nee And when you visit that webpage, you will 
find what purports to be a timeline of events 
related to the hotel at: http://luskinconferencecenter.ucla.edu/ucla-coverage 
As this blog noted last week, a lawsuit has been filed against the hotel. Yet as of 8 am 
today, there is no reference to the lawsuit on the timeline even though several days have 
passed, as you can see on the screen shot above. Seems like something is missing. 
Surely, now that we have graciously pointed out the omission, the timeline will be 
updated to reflect the filing of the lawsuit. We understand that it's hard to remember to 
keep things up to date. But our advice is: 


UCLA Coverage 
Board of Regents committe 





Just a Reminder 
Thursday, October 18, 2012 


UCLA is among the many universities that subscribe to Turnitin to detect plagiarism in 
student reports. We noted some time back, however, that students have access to 
services - such as the one above - that help them to lower their plagiarism scores. The 
one above purports to help students avoid " accidental plagiarism" (whatever that is) by 
telling them what their score on Turnitin would be. They can then diddle with the text of 
the paper to lower the score. One has a sense that plagiarizing a paper and then "fixing" 
it via such services would be more work than just doing the paper without plagiarizing. In 
any event, keep in mind that Turnitin can ostensibly be thwarted. 
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Sigi Up Now 


@iintechees 


REVIEWS FAQ RESOURCES BLOG 


A Natural Setting 
A Muscovy of Explonanon and Settiement 


Yosemite National Park is a United States National Park spanning 
portions of Tuokumne, Mariposa and Madera counties in east central 


Catton, elec iti lubes first designated national park 
Brea was comral to the 


LEADING PLAGIARISM CHECKER & GRAMMAR CHECKER 


Plagiarism Checker 'Similarity Sco Cori a Your Writing with ETS 
See how much of your paper mate! ca ontent Re e feedback and explanations on spellin 
ase an rect accidental , grammar, mechanics and usage erro 


Plagiarism Reports—Fast Results View Your Paper in its Original Form 
WriteChecks plagiarism detection and grammar  WiriteCheck preserves your paper in its original 
reports are ready instantly. form so you can make changes quickly. 


Affordable Plagiarism Check - No Contracts Trust the Leaders 
Why pay $100 to check for plagiarism when you Use the same grammar checker technology 
can pay $7? Compare to plagiarism checkers. used to score GREs and TOEFL student tests. 





Lawsuit filed against a CSU campus over 
promotion of Prop 30 


Thursday, October 18, 2012 


The Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Assn. has 
filed a lawsuit claiming that an email by a 
campus administrator improperly used 
public resources (the email system) to 
promote Prop 30, the governor's tax 
initiative which has been endorsed by the 
UC Regents. The Regents live streamed 
their endorsement during a regular meeting 
using UC facilities. So why a particular CSU 
campus is the target of the lawsuit is 
unclear. 


The offending email is not reproduced in its 
entirety in the lawsuit but is summarized as 


MCSU PROP 30 LAWSUIT follows: 


UNIVERSITY'S CHIEF COI 


$ "E- mail was inappropriate The communication expresses and solicits 

and unfortunate..." support for Proposition 30. The email is 
è Professor's Prop 30 plea addressed “Dear Students,” and solicits 

KACE AAE AELA EM them to “work together to pass Prop 30” in 

politicking order to spare State funding for CSU. The 
solicitation is coupled with both a threat 
that, “If Prop. 30 does not pass ... CSU 
students will face higher fees [and] fewer classes,” and with an inducement that, “If we 
work together to pass Prop 30 ... students will get a $498 tuition refund.” The email closes 
with a solicitation to “share this information with your family [presumably because many 
parents pay their children’s tuition] and friends and encourage them to vote their support 
for the CSU System this November.” The email is electronically signed “Dr. Ernest 
Stromberg, Professor, Director Division of Humanities and Communication, 100 Campus 
Center, CSU Monterey Bay.” 





You can find the text of the lawsuit at http://hjta.org/pdf/Cal_State_Lawsuit.pdf. 


UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 223 


224 





One suspects that the defense that would be raised against this claim is that the tuition, 
etc., assertions are facts. In any event, | would be surprised if anything really happens as 
a result of this filing before Election Day. Indeed, early mail voting has already begun. But 
the suit may get some PR for opponents of Prop 30. 


In any event, CSU seems not to be shy about political activity. It even grades legislators 
and there is no grade inflation. No one seems get an A. Only a few even get a B+. Far 
from it: 

https://www.calstate.edu/air/documents/Legislative-Scorecard.pdf 


And at UCLA, during a John & Ken show report on Gov. Brown's visit to UCLA on Oct. 16 
to plug Prop 30, students opposing Prop 30 reported hearing no pro-Prop 30 promotions 
in classes despite rumors to the contrary. The full report runs about 5 minutes. You can 
hear what the students said toward the tail end of the report: 


UPDATE: According to a TV news report, the legal folks at CSU agree that the email that 
was the target of the lawsuit went too far towards advocacy: 


The legal point comes around the 1:50 minute mark in the above video. (You may have 
to watch an ad before the video starts.) But below is a screenshot of the CSU legal 
conclusion: 

More UPDATE: The LA Times ran an online story about a CSU student journalist who 
ran into obstacles in trying to get hold of an email via a public records act request from 
the CSU chancellor cautioning the faculty union and faculty not to use class time to 
promote Prop 30: 

The LA Times story is at 
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2012/10/student-reporter-and-cal-state-spar-over- 
public-record-and-20-cents.html 


Eventually, the student got the email from another source and wrote the article: 
http://mustangdaily.net/csucalls-for-less-in-class-campagining/ 


Proposition Song to Help Keep Track of What's 
On the Ballot 


Thursday, October 18, 2012 


Calvoter.org has been recording such 
songs when there are large numbers of 
propositions on the ballot. Here is the 
latest: 


2012 Hira 4 
| LE 


The California Voter Foundation 
www.calvoter.org 


UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 


The Governor on Higher Ed and UC 
Friday, October 19, 2012 


On Oct. 16, Gov. Brown came to UCLA to 
promote his tax initiative, Prop 30. As part 
of that visit, he met with UC student 
journalists at the UCLA Daily Bruin offices. 
An audio was made of the interview. The 
full interview runs about three quarters of 
an hour. It is available at: 
http://www.dailybruin.com/multimedia/5109 
3 
However, about thirteen minutes was 
focused on Brown’s thoughts about higher 
ed, particularly his long-term vision for UC as an ex officio Regent. | think it is fair to say 
that while he had thoughts, it would be hard to term them a coherent, long-term vision. At 
the link below, you can hear the higher ed excerpts from the interview. Below that is a 
summary. Summary: Brown referred to private fundraising but he didn’t seem entirely 
happy with that approach. He said that the funding model for UC is a mix of state funding, 
tuition, grants, private fundraising, etc., but ultimately said he was focused on the short- 
term goal of passing Prop 30. Administrators should try to be austere to win public 
support. When asked whether he favored more decentralization of the UC system, he 
started by saying he generally likes decentralization as a concept. But he wasn't sure 
about how it might apply to UC on specific issues. Asked about differential tuition by 
campus, he said he would have to think more about that question. Brown said he doesn't 
like the “intrusion” of the “market” into higher ed. When asked about priorities among the 
various components of higher ed in the state, he mentioned transfers from community 
colleges to CSU and UC. But he said all of education including K-12 should be viewed as 
a whole. He expressed some concern about high school grads needing remedial courses 
when they get to college. Asked if he was currently working on any policies that would 
deal with affordability, he said he wasn't. 





Two Interesting Charts 
saturday, October 20, 2012 


A report from the Bay Area Council, a 
business group, show educational 
attainment by metro area. LA has not been 
a particularly prosperous area, even before 
the Great Recession. The Bay Area and the 
San Diego area in California have done 

better. They are notably characterized by 

SË ? SÈ higher educational attainments of their 

EEE vo +90 School Diploma ENN High Schoo! Gracuaro | a populations. As the chart below indicates, 
HI catego Geacuate EI Graduate Scnoa 

the higher educational attainment 

correlates with per-capita income and 
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Source: LEHD 2010; calculations by Bay Area Council Economic Institute 


output. 
The report is at: 
http://www.bayareaeconomy.org/media/files/pdf/BAEconAssessmentAdvance.pdf 
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Real GDP per Capita 


$ Thousands (2005 dollars) 


ee 


Source: Bureau of Economic Analysis; calculations by Bay Area Council Economic Institute 


Odd Photo 
saturday, October 20, 2012 


T Mark Lacter 
) | LA Biz Observed 


Bio + Email + Archive 


Be the first of your friends to 


r Recommend 
recommend this. 


W Tweet 


Wesson unilaterally dumps 
parking lot tax idea 


By Mark Lacter | October 19, 2012 3:23 PM 
MEI Y Tweet 14 Ellike 0 


Now this is interesting - City Council President Herb Wesson 
has taken it upon himself to remove a proposed tax increase 


on parking lot operators that would have been on next March's 


ballot. The increase, from 10 percent to 15 percent, would 
have generated an extra $40 million or so per year - not 
insubstantial considering the deficit hole that the city faces, 
But after lobbying by parking lot operators, who implausibly 
argued that their customers would balk at paying a little more 








LAObserved has an article about the 
decision at the LA City Council not to raise 
the City's parking tax. (Screenshot above.) 
Nothing odd about an article dealing with 
that story. What is odd is the photo of a 
UCLA parking booth used to illustrate the 
article. UCLA does not pay LA City's 
parking tax. 

The article i S at 
http://www.laobserved.com/biz/2012/10/no 
w_this_is_interest.php 


Timely Retirement Investment Info from Wells 


Fargo 
sunday, October 21, 2012 


A vote for taking the long view 

Growth of S&P 500 Index, 1924-2012. Over the past 88 years, Republicans and Democrats 
have each served 11 terms in the White House. While no one can predict what will take 
place in the short term of a president's tenure — and how that may affect the economy 
and markets — the long-term movement of the market has been upward. 


E Republican in White House 
E Democrat in White House 
@ Election year returns (in percent) 


Dalit) 1 ae ye ee T) TT a aS 


19. 141 1 112 2 185 BS 0.1 é 
24 28 32 36 '40 ‘44 '48 52 'S6 ‘60 ‘64 68 72 7 "80 3% "8 92 S 00 04 08 12 


As of August 15,2012 Source: Haves/Wells Fargo Advisors 
Past performance is not an indication of future results. An index is not managed and is unavailable for direct investment; does not include faves or reinvestment of dividends. 
The S&P S00 index és a composite of the largest 500 publicly maded companies in the United States 
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For those making retirement contributions 
to their 403b and 457b plans - and almost 
every faculty member at UC should be in 
that category - below is a chart, courtesy of 
Wells Fargo, to contemplate: [click on the 
chart to enlarge] 

You can interpret it on your own. The 
s Oo u r cCc e | S i: 
https://www.wellsfargo.com/downloads/pdf/j 
ump/2012_Elections_Report.pdf 


If you are wondering how Iranian TV covers the 
UC budget crisis... 


Sunday, October 21, 2012 


...the English language service of PressTV 
(Iran network) did a broadcast from UCLA 
last week during Governor Jerry Brown's 
visit. 


You can watch the report below. 





Before and After 
Monday, October 22, 2012 


Before the Election: Campus Program on 
| ag Ballot Propositions: Nov. 1 The UCLA 
7 uman. ee fsx) (een) Luskin School of Public Affairs and the 


Lea 
2 Ree — Se SE. a ey O ä 
io HAB py ae i ii 


prs a cdl s es Se) UCLA Institute for Research on Labor and 
: | Si goo Kae) alla Employment present: 

Death and Taxes (and other hot topics): 
Debating the 2012 California Ballot 
Propositions 

with Gray Davis, Luskin Distinguished 
Policy Fellow, and Cameron Smyth, Luskin 
Senior Fellow 


sow? | Vom actos = ERO 


ecg ae og BZ I z SSSR California voters face big decisions on the 

ee | 2012 ballot initiatives. From tax policy to the 
death penalty to genetically modified food 
labeling, a lot is at stake on the ballot. Join 
us for an educational and informative forum 





to analyze the initiatives. 

TIME Thursday, November 1, from 12:15 — 1:45 pm 

(Note: An earlier version of this announcement said the start time was 12:30 pm.) 

EVENT LOCATION Public Affairs Building, Room 2355 

RSVP rsvp@publicaffairs.ucla.edu ; Lunch will be served. 

SSSSSSSS=S=S=========== ABOUT THE SPEAKERS 

While in office, FORMER CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR GRAY DAVIS made education a 
top priority, signing legislation to strengthen California's K-12 system, increasing 
accountability in schools, and expanding access to higher education. While presiding 
over California during an economic expansion, he made record inve stments in 
infrastructure, created four Centers of Science and Innovation on UC campuses, and 
expanded state health insurance for an additional one million children. 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER CAMERON SMYTH is Chair of the Assembly Local Government 
Committee. In 2008, Assemblyman Smyth was appointed by the Assembly Republican 
Leader as the Republican Caucus Chair, which is the second-highest ranking Republican 
in the State Assembly. -------------------------------------- [Full disclosure: Yours truly will be 





UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 22/ 


228 


After the Election The Faculty Assn. at UCLA presents.... 
SPEAKERS’ FORUM ON ALTERNATIVE FUNDING MODELS FOR UC 


DATE: Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2012 

TIME: Noon-1:30 pm LOCATION: Faculty Center, California Room 

LUNCH: Complimentary Sandwiches and Beverages will be served. 

RSVP: ucfa@earthlink.net so we can get an accurate food count. (Cut and paste this 
address into your email. You can't do it from here.) 


APRIL 1982: 

ANCIENT CALIFORNIA HISTORY “The interconnected complications surrounding the 
upcoming state budget for 1982-83 defy comprehension by most state legislators let 
alone the public at large... Governor Jerry Brown is projecting a $3 to $4 Billion shortfall 
in revenues for 1982-83. This is against the Governor’s $2.1 Billion estimate in his 
January proposed budget...It would be wrong to think of the current budget difficulties as 
something temporary, which will disappear when good economic times come back,” (April 
1982, UCLA Faculty Assn. Newsletter). 


NOV. 6, 2012: 
ELECTION DAY In California, if Proposition 30 does not pass, UC is in serious financial 
trouble. If Prop 30 does pass, UC is still in serious financial trouble. 


NOV. 7, 2012: PROGRAM FOR FACULTY ASSN. SPEAKERS’ FORUM The UCLA 
Faculty Assn. has asked 3 scholars and experts on state and UC policies and economics 
to unravel some of those continuing interconnected complications and offer some 
simpler, alternative models for UC funding for the future. After the speakers have 
finished, a discussant to be announced will react, followed by Q and A from the audience. 


SPEAKERS: 

Professor Christopher Newfield, UCSB, English Department, author of Unmaking the 
Public University: The Forty Year Assault on the Middle Class, (Harvard University Press, 
2008) and who reports regularly on a popular blog site, “Remaking the University,” 
http://utotherescue.blogspot.com/ . 


Professor Robert Anderson, UCB, Economics and Mathematics, past Chair of the 
Academic Council, 2011-12 and who has served on the systemwide Task Force Working 
Group on Post-Employment Benefits at UC. 


Professor Daniel Mitchell, Emeritus, UCLA, Anderson School of Management and Luskin 

School of Public Affairs, has served on many systemwide committees, and who tracks 
California budgetary issues and reports regularly on the Faculty Association blog site. 
(The very blog you are reading!) 


Responder: To be announced. 


COME, EAT, LISTEN, ASK QUESTIONS: JOIN THE FACULTY DISCUSSION 
===SS=SSS=S=S============== Election Day is coming. But this, too, will pass: 
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At least when the Big One hits LA, they'll 
probably go after CalTec... 


Monday, October 22, 2012 


And if you looked at the prior post on this 
blog, | am sure the participants will carefully 
os >“) avoid predicting anything at the two 
| i forthcoming events. 





t ack D recomme ad thie 


5. 
Dooma AFE] Det menal [K]A]A] Font Resize 


s to 0-6 
wmn Italian court convicts 7 scientists, experts for failing to 
a predict quake 





Stating the Obvious (on the UCLA Hotel) 
Monday, October 22, 2012 


But since it was apparently not obvious to 
the Regents, here is something for them to 
consider from the Daily Bruin editorial 
board: 


Daily Bruin Editorial: UC Regents should 
meet more often, spend more time 
reviewing projects: Before issuing 
approval, housing council should take 
measures to improve diligence (excerpt) 

By EDITORIAL BOARD 

The University of California Board of 
Regents needs to improve its process of 
approving capital projects on its campuses, 
especially expensive and controversial 
ones such as the UCLA Luskin Conference and Guest Center. Despite the regents’ 
approval, members of the community still have concerns about the $162 million project. 
Moreover, the time that the regents spent discussing and approving the center was not 
extensive enough. Save Westwood Village, a neighborhood nonprofit organization, has 
filed suit with the Los Angeles County Superior Court to block plans to build the facility. 
The organization alleges UCLA officials did not objectively analyze alternatives to the 
proposal, according to court documents. When such serious concerns still exist, the 
question arises: Why wasn’t the regents’ approval enough to convince community 
members? Capital projects are approved by the regents on a case-by-case basis during 
bimonthly meetings. ... There is a distance between the campus-level organizers and the 
regents that makes it difficult for the regents to figure out exactly what is going on, said 
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Daniel Mitchell, a professor emeritus of the UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs and the 
UCLA Anderson School of Management. The regents need to implement a mechanism 
for monitoring campus expansion that includes objective and independent review from 
expert sources before, during, and after projects are presented to the Regents’ 
Committee on Grounds and Buildings. 

Simply meeting once every two months and discussing issues for an hour is not enough 
when reviewing projects such as this one. As the trustees of the UC, it is the regents’ duty 
to exercise more diligence in its approval process. Full editorial at 


http://www.dailybruin.com/article/2012/10/_editorial-uc-regents-should-meet-more-often- 
spend-more-time-reviewing-projects_ Do we really have to say the obvious? 


The Other Tax: Prop 39 
Tuesday, October 23, 2012 


oma As the website of the official opposition 
Beene group to Prop 39 (as of this morning) 
indicates, there is not much effective 
opposition. Go to the group's Facebook 
page and you find the same thing. Prop 39 


a ee l - as proponents put it - closes a corporate 
(hua Bite ia Under Construction tax loophole that was opened up as part of 


Feel free to email us for more information at info@stop39.com 


a tax deal in the legislature in 2009. It 
favors out-of-state corporations by giving 
them a choice of tax computations. So in- 
state businesses are not happy with the 
idea of competitors from out-of-state getting 


É share This ink , a special deal. That fact means that 


elements of the local business community 
favor Prop 39. 


This Site is Under Construction 

http: //stop39.com/ 

See this Go Daddy InstantPage®! http: //stop39. j 5 = 

Be oe Ape Means al P ro p 3 9 WO u | d ra l S e a n e sti m ate d $ 5 0 0 
Feel free to email us for more information at 


noGsop3a com | million this fiscal year and then go to $1 


lofi 


No Thum billion. However, half of the money is 














ESSE cna | earmarked for green energy projects. Most 

of the rest would end up - because of the 

Prop 98 guarantees for K-14 - in the Prop 98 world according to the Legislative Analyst. 

Would anything dribble into UC? Perhaps a little bit since the green earmark includes 

"energy efficiency retrofits and alternative energy projects in public schools, colleges, 
universities, and other public facilities." 


You can read the official Prop 39 summary at: 
http://vig.cdn.sos.ca.gov/2012/general/pdf/39-title-summ-analysis. pdf 


Readers of this blog will recall that there was an attempt in the state legislature last 
summer to close the loophole but earmark the money for tuition reduction. But the 
attempt failed. 


Prop 39 seems to be largely forgotten in the contest between Prop 30 (the governor's tax) 
and Prop 38 (the Molly Munger school tax). But there has been some pro-39 advertising. 
Below is a TV ad for Prop 39: 
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ObamaJam Possible on Wednesday 
Tuesday, October 23, 2012 


President Obama is reported to be doing a Jay 
Leno appearance in Burbank on Wednesday, 
flying into and out of LAX. How he will travel 
between Burbank and LAX is unknown at this 
point. A motorcade could produce a traffic mess 
on the Westside and near UCLA. Helicopter 
would avoid it. 


NOWAY HOME 


Details, such as they are at this point, at: 
http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/obama-visits- 
l-a-wednesday?ncid=newsltuspatcO0000001 





UCLA Admissions Controversy 
Tuesday, October 23, 2012 


The Daily Bruin today carries a story about 
a report by Law Professor Richard Sander 
; = =a indicating that UCLA admissions officers 
> © “| are violating Prop 209 - the anti-affirmative 
WAS eo» CAAA action initiative that bans preferences 
eae based on race and ethnicity. According to 
the story, although UCLA uses a "holistic" 
numerical rating system (which was meant 
to encourage diversity), minority 
admissions go beyond what the scores 
would indicate. Undoubtedly, there will be 
controversy about this report. 





You can find the Daily Bruin story at 
http://www.dailybruin.com/article/201 2/1 0/findings-by-law-professor-suggest-that-ucla- 
admissions-may-be-violating-prop-209 It contains a link to the Sander study. 


Prop 209 was approved by voters after a prior action by the Regents banning affirmative 
action in admissions. After the proposition made the Regents’ decision redundant, the 
Regents subsequently repealed their rule. You can find a video of the Regents’ action 
below: 
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Court Decision: UC Must Disclose Detailed 
Venture Capital Fund Returns 


Wednesday, October 24, 2012 


Inside Higher Ed reports today that UC has 
been ordered to make public information on 
rates of return received from venture capital 
funds in which it invests. UC has had this 
battle before — and lost it back in 2003. My 
guess in reading the Inside Higher Edreport 
and the Reuters report on which it is based 
is that the University asked the funds not to 
give it more than summary information on a 
collective return on various funds so it could 

At), H ima say it didn’t have the detailed info. Or it may 
pre STRIKE) be that the funds told UC that it couldn’t 
n invest with them absent an agreement not 
to receive the detailed info. The court, 
however, seems to be saying that if UC could have the info as an investor in the funds, it 
must ask for it and disclose it. So there may yet be an argument over what info UC can 
receive. 


Networi 


j 
me 


Assuming that UC is forced to disclose — the order is stayed until mid-January - it 
probably won’t be able to invest in such funds in the future. | suspect financial types 
would say that result would be a Bad Thing. 

Reuters gives the case ID as Superior Court in the State of California, County of 
Alameda, is Reuters v The Regents of the University of California, case no. 
RG12613664. 

The Inside Higher Ed article with the link to the underlying Reuters report is at: 
http://www. insidehighered.com/quicktakes/201 2/10/24/u-california-ordered-disclose- 
venture-fund-returns 

| tried to track down the actual case decision but found only 
http://apps.alameda.courts.ca.gov/domainweb/service?ServiceName=DomainWebServic 
e&TemplateName=jsp/complitcase.html&currBatchNbr=1 &caselD=4964193&CaseNbr=R 
G12613664which reveals that it was Reuters itself that filed the case against UC. So 
what we have is a news agency interested in info on the venture capital funds rather than 
someone who wants info on UC per se. Perhaps some legal types among our readers 
will be able to obtain the actual decision from some other source. 


Important Event on Campus Nov. 7: Forum on 
the Future Funding of UC 


Wednesday, October 24, 2012 


BECAUSE THE FUTURE AWAITS, The Faculty Assn. at UCLA presents.... 
SPEAKERS’ FORUM ON ALTERNATIVE FUNDING MODELS FOR UC 


DATE: Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2012 
TIME: Noon-1:30 pm LOCATION: Faculty Center, California Room 
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LUNCH: Complimentary Sandwiches and 
Beverages will be served. 

RSVP: ucfa@earthlink.net so we can get 
an accurate food count. (Cut and paste this 
address into your email. You can't do it 


"The Future - sella 
| 


x NEXT EXIT A <æ APRIL 1982: 

eal | CES ANCIENT CALIFORNIA HISTORY “The 
interconnected complications surrounding 
the upcoming state budget for 1982-83 defy 
comprehension by most state legislators let 
alone the public at large... Governor Jerry 
Brown is projecting a $3 to $4 Billion shortfall in revenues for 1982-83. This is against the 
Governor’s $2.1 Billion estimate in his January proposed budget...It would be wrong to 
think of the current budget difficulties as something temporary, which will disappear when 
good economic times come back,” (April 1982, UCLA Faculty Assn. Newsletter). 





NOV. 6, 2012: 
ELECTION DAY In California, if Proposition 30 does not pass, UC is in serious financial 
trouble. If Prop 30 does pass, UC is still in serious financial trouble. 


NOV. 7, 2012: PROGRAM FOR FACULTY ASSN. SPEAKERS’ FORUM The UCLA 
Faculty Assn. has asked 3 scholars and experts on state and UC policies and economics 
to unravel some of those continuing interconnected complications and offer some 
simpler, alternative models for UC funding for the future. After the speakers have 
finished, then Prof. Sylvia Hurtado, director of the Higher Education Research Institute, 
will comment on the presentations, followed by Q and A from the audience. 


SPEAKERS: 

Professor Christopher Newfield, UCSB, English Department, author of Unmaking the 
Public University: The Forty Year Assault on the Middle Class, (Harvard University Press, 
2008) and who reports regularly on a popular blog site, “Remaking the University,” 
http://utotherescue.blogspot.com . 


Professor Robert Anderson, UCB, Economics and Mathematics, past Chair of the 
Academic Council, 2011-12 and who has served on the systemwide Task Force Working 
Group on Post-Employment Benefits at UC. 


Professor Daniel Mitchell, Emeritus, UCLA, Anderson School of Management and Luskin 

School of Public Affairs, has served on many systemwide committees, and who tracks 
California budgetary issues and reports regularly on the Faculty Association blog site. 
(The very blog you are reading!) 


DISCUSSANT: Professor Sylvia Hurtado, UCLA, Director of the Higher Education 
Research Institute, has published numerous articles and books related to her primary 
interest in student educational outcomes, campus climates, college impact on student 
development, and diversity in higher education. 


COME, EAT, LISTEN, ASK QUESTIONS: JOIN THE FACULTY DISCUSSION. 


THE UNKNOWN FUTURE - WHATEVER IT HOLDS FOR UC - SHOULD BE 
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EXCITING: 


Gov. Brown's Prop 30 Tax Below 50% in Two 


Major Polls 
Thursday, October 25, 2012 


Percent Yes for Tax Measures to Fund 
Education 


O September 


m October 


Percent likely voters 
o 
5 S 


N 
© 


Prop 30: Temporary 
Taxes for Education, 
Public Safety 


Prop 38: Tax 
for Education, Early 
Childhood Programs 





osition 30 is called the ‘Temporary Taxes to Fund Education. 
Guarante: i press Lae blic Safety Fan nding. =a no Cons on tional Amendme nt.” 
«lf the election were held today, would y e yes n Proposition 


ikely voters on 
All likely voters 
Public school parents 


Democrats 








Under $40,000 





Household income $40,000 to under $80,000 





$80,000 or more 





Above are the results from the PPIC poll. 
Both Prop 30 (Brown's tax) and Prop 38 
(Molly Munger school tax) are below 50%. 
The Munger tax has been a loser all along 
but Prop 30 had been marginally ahead in 
prior polling. More detail from the PPIC poll 
are below: Source: 
http://www. ppic.org/content/pubs/survey/S_ 1 
012MBS.pdf 
The LA Times-USC poll shows similar 
results: You can see that poll in detail at: 
http://www.garr.com/images/stories/latusc.fq 
.102512.pdf 
If Prop 30 fails, trigger cuts are built into the 
current state budget. UC would have a $250 
million cut. Tuition would likely be raised. In 
theory, the legislature could repeal the 
trigger but the governor would not allow it. 
Even if a trigger repeal somehow passed 
the legislature, there are not enough votes 
to override a veto. 
Brown's action in 1978 at the time of Prop 
13 - the major property cut initiative - is 
instructive. He initially opposed Prop 13, 
albeit rather belatedly. When it passed, he 
flipped and said he would make it work. 
Brown even got qualified support from 
Howard Jarvis - the co-sponsor of Prop 13 - 
in the general election of Nov. 1978. 
Here is Brown before the legislature just 
after Prop 13 passed: 
Update: Maplight provides a summary of 
who is contributing to what initiative 
campaign for those interested in state 
politics. Here is a way to follow Prop 30 and 
the other propositions on the ballot: 
Update: An Arizona group with anonymous 
donors gave $11 million to the anti-Prop 30 


campaign and the pro-Prop 32 (paycheck protection) campaign. (The latter prop seems 
to be losing in the polls.) A report indicates that the California Fair Political Practices 
Commission has filed a lawsuit to learn the donors’ identities. | doubt, even if the suit 
succeeded, that the donor's IDs would be known before Election Day. See: 

http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/20 12/1 0/state-watchdog-agency-sues- 


shadowy-arizona-campaign-donor.html 
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Campus Climate Survey is Coming 
Friday, October 26, 2012 


Some readers may remember that after a 
series of incidents aimed at minority students 
on various campuses, including UCLA, the UC 


WHY ARE WE i | l president was pressed by the Regents to "do 
DOING THIS = = something." (Some readers will recall the 

w "Asians in the library" incident at UCLA.) What 
STUDY? ~ ja — emerged was an elaborate all-campus survey 


of "campus climate." 


>> Learn more 


In late December and early January, it will be 
coming to UCLA. 


There have been reservations raised about the 
participation rate and biases in participation 
caused by what appears to be a rather lengthy 
survey. The campus faculty welfare committee 
at UCLA, for example, raised such issues. Apparently, offering prizes is the solution that 
has been adopted. 





There was a program at the Faculty Club back in March on this process. You can find 
audios of that program on this blog at: 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/03/uc-and-ucla-campus-climate- 
survey.html 


There is an announcement of the survey schedule, etc., at: 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/article/28503 


And there is a website devoted to it at: 
http://campusclimate.ucop.edu/index.html 


What isn't on the website at present, although you find links to "take the survey" on it, is 
the survey itself. When you click on "take the survey," nothing happens. So whether the 
survey instrument is as lengthy as earlier versions that were circulated for Academic 
Senate review is unclear. The campus faculty welfare committee was told that something 
like a million dollars was being spent on this effort. In any event, the Regents wanted the 
university to "do something" and so "something" is being done. Whether we will have an 
accurate measure of the climate or do anything more with the results of the survey once 
they are gathered is another matter yet to be determined. 


Ballot Proposition Forum Nov. 1 
Friday, October 26, 2012 


Campus Program on Ballot Propositions: Nov. 1 

The UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs and the UCLA Institute for Research on Labor 
and Employment present: 

Death and Taxes (and other hot topics): Debating the 2012 California Ballot Propositions 
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with Gray Davis, Luskin Distinguished Policy Fellow, and 
Cameron Smyth, Luskin Senior Fellow 

California voters face big decisions on the 2012 ballot 
Initiatives. From tax policy to the death penalty to 
genetically modified food labeling, a lot is at stake on the 
ballot. Join us for an educational and informative forum to 
analyze the initiatives. 

TIME Thursday, November 1, from 12:15 — 1:45 pm 
(Note: An earlier version of this announcement said the 
start time was 12:30 pm.) 

EVENT LOCATION Public Affairs Building, Room 2355 
(2nd floor) 

RSVP rsvp@publicaffairs.ucla.edu; Lunch will be served. 
(We don't have to tell you yet whether your lunch is 
genetically modified!) 

SSSSSSSS=S=S=S========== ABOUT THE SPEAKERS 
While in office, FORMER CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR GRAY DAVIS made education a 
top priority, signing legislation to strengthen California's K-12 system, increasing 
accountability in schools, and expanding access to higher education. While presiding 
over California during an economic expansion, he made record inve stments in 
infrastructure, created four Centers of Science and Innovation on UC campuses, and 
expanded state health insurance for an additional one million children. 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER CAMERON SMYTH is Chair of the Assembly Local Government 
Committee. In 2008, Assemblyman Smyth was appointed by the Assembly Republican 
Leader as the Republican Caucus Chair, which is the second-highest ranking Republican 
in the State Assembly. -------------------------------------- [Full disclosure: Yours truly will be 
emcee.] -------------------------------------- Here is a handy summary video of a sample of TV 
ads for and against the propositions on the November 2012 ballot: 


DAVID DODGE 








A Tree May or May Not Grow in Westwood 


saturday, October 27, 2012 
From the Westwood-Century City Patch: 


The City of Los Angeles Board of Public 
Works will wait until November to decide 
whether it supports the removal of 18 trees 
in Westwood Village. The trees would be 
removed as part of a sidewalk improvement 
project proposed by the Westwood Village 
Improvement Association (WVIA). Eighteen 
trees "are creating potentially dangerous 
conditions," according to a Bureau of Street 
Services report. A permit would grant the 
removal of 16 Indian laurel fig trees, one red flowering gum tree and one magnolia tree in 
Westwood Village... Full story at http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/city-postpones- 
westwood-tree-removal-verdict? So we have a choice:Or: 
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UCLA History: For the Children 
sunday, October 28, 2012 


UCLA Law School students took their kids 
to class in 1989 to protest lack of daycare 
facilities. 





Elections Can Produce Surprising Results 


sunday, October 28, 2012 


SO THE DAY AFTER ELECTION DAY, 
The Faculty Assn. at UCLA will present... 


SPEAKERS’ FORUM ON ALTERNATIVE 
FUNDING MODELS FOR UC 


DATE: Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2012 
TIME: Noon-1:30 pm LOCATION: Faculty 
Center, California Room 

LUNCH: Complimentary Sandwiches and 
Beverages will be served. 

RSVP: ucfa@earthlink.net so we can get 
an accurate food count. (Cut and paste this 
address into your email to RSVP. You can't do it directly from here.) 

APRIL 1982: 

ANCIENT CALIFORNIA HISTORY “The interconnected complications surrounding the 
upcoming state budget for 1982-83 defy comprehension by most state legislators let 
alone the public at large... Governor Jerry Brown is projecting a $3 to $4 Billion shortfall 
in revenues for 1982-83. This is against the Governor’s $2.1 Billion estimate in his 
January proposed budget...It would be wrong to think of the current budget difficulties as 
something temporary, which will disappear when good economic times come back,” (April 
1982, UCLA Faculty Assn. Newsletter). 

NOV. 6, 2012: 

ELECTION DAY In California, if Proposition 30 does not pass, UC is in serious financial 
trouble. If Prop 30 does pass, UC is still in serious financial trouble. 

NOV. 7, 2012: PROGRAM FOR FACULTY ASSN. SPEAKERS’ FORUM The UCLA 
Faculty Assn. has asked 3 scholars and experts on state and UC policies and economics 
to unravel some of those continuing interconnected complications and offer some 
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simpler, alternative models for UC funding for the future. After the speakers have 
finished, then Prof. Sylvia Hurtado, director of the Higher Education Research Institute, 
will comment on the presentations, followed by Q and A from the audience. 

SPEAKERS: 

Professor Christopher Newfield, UCSB, English Department, author of Unmaking the 
Public University: The Forty Year Assault on the Middle Class, (Harvard University Press, 
2008) and who reports regularly on a popular blog site, “Remaking the University,” 
http://utotherescue.blogspot.com/ . 

Professor Robert Anderson, UCB, Economics and Mathematics, past Chair of the 
Academic Council, 2011-12 and who has served on the systemwide Task Force Working 
Group on Post-Employment Benefits at UC. 

Professor Daniel Mitchell, Emeritus, UCLA, Anderson School of Management and Luskin 
School of Public Affairs, has served on many systemwide committees, and who tracks 
California budgetary issues and reports regularly on the Faculty Association blog site. 
(The very blog you are reading!) 


DISCUSSANT: Professor Sylvia Hurtado, UCLA, Director of the Higher Education 
Research Institute, has published numerous articles and books related to her primary 
interest in student educational outcomes, campus climates, college impact on student 
development, and diversity in higher education. 


COME, EAT, LISTEN, ASK QUESTIONS: JOIN THE FACULTY DISCUSSION. 


AND INDEED, THERE CAN BE SURPRISING ELECTION RESULTS. INCREASE YOUR 
CALIFORNIA POLITICAL KNOWLEDGE. CHECK OUT THE VIDEO BELOW AND 
WATCH GEORGE MURPHY, LATER ELECTED U.S. SENATOR FROM CALIFORNIA: 


Poll Close to Home 
Monday, October 29, 2012 


The Daily Bruin has an article on student 
STUDENT AWARENESS OF PROPOSITION 30 
The Daily Bruin and the UCLA Statistics Department surveyed undergraduate students about their 


knowledge about Prop 30 indicating that a 
xmeasrenteioetetit Se T majority were not familiar with the initiative. 
os | Prop 30 - the governor's tax initiative - has 
been endorsed by the UC Regents. If it 
doesn't pass, there will be trigger cuts to 
the state budget including $250 million to 

UC. Note that the poll was done in late 
—_—— naar | September and early October. Presumably, 
the level of awareness has risen, 
particularly after the visit of Governor 
Brown to the campus on behalf of Prop 30. 
However, as yours truly notes in a quote in 
the article, the emphasis on TV ads as the 
major campaign medium of information 
may not be especially effective these days 
for college students. Yes, you can find the TV ads on YouTube and other sources. But 
you have to go looking for them. Moreover, the ads are not focused on the interests of 
college students. You can find the article at: 
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http://www.dailybruin.com/article/20 12/1 0/poll-finds-prop-30-awareness-low-among-ucla- 
students 


| think | have seen all the pro and con TV ads on Prop 30. They are focused on K-12. No 
mention of the impact on UC tuition is found in them. Here is a typical pro-30 ad with the 
K-12 emphasis: 

And here is a typical anti-30 ad aimed at refuting the K-12 emphasis: 


No one has taken a poll on faculty awareness. As we have been noting, there will be a 
program on all the ballot propositions at the Luskin School of Public Affairs this coming 
Thursday, Nov. 1, at lunch time. For details, see: 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/10/ballot-proposition-forum-nov-1.html 


Drink, Drugs, and Burglary 
Monday, October 29, 2012 


os Orink, Orgs, ane: ourg'ary are tne major 

mer] crime areas at UCLA. Click on the chart 

a p a| = above for a clearer view. Source: 

http://www.ucpd.ucla.edu/2012/2011%20Cl 
ery%20Report.pdf. 
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12011 There was 1 hate battery an Public Property characterized by sexual orientation and 1 hate incident On Campus characterized by religion. 
12010 There was 1 hate vandalism On Campus characterized by religion. (There were 5 hate incidents where corroborating evidence of a hate crime was unable to be established.) 
2009 There were no reportable hale crimes. (There were 8 hate incidents that either occurred off campus or corroborating evidence of a hate crime was unable to be established.) 





Some qualifications needed 


Tuesday, October 30, 2012 


In an opinion piece today in the 
Sacramento Bee, columnist Dan Walters 
“« 99 slams CSU for its political activities. An 

yes.... BUT! earlier posting on this blog noted that CSU 
had an official political scorecard that rated 


members of the state legislature available 
online indicating how well or poorly they 








supported CSU goals. You can find it at: 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/201 2/1 0/lawsuit-filed-against-csu-campus- 
over.html 


UC gets dragged into his column at various points so some comments are in order. 
Below are some excerpts in italics: 


The California State University system has traditionally been the steady workhorse of 
California higher education, generating the engineers, teachers, accountants and middle- 
managers that any society needs. Meanwhile, the more prestigious University of 
California has been the racehorse, scooping up money from alumni, foundations and 


UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 239 


240 


corporations, luring Nobel laureates to its faculty, awarding advanced degrees, fostering 
world-class scientific research and flaunting its constitutional independence from political 
control. While the state Legislature can mandate policy at CSU, UC answers only to its 
regents. 

"UC answers only to its regents" is an overstatement at best. The state budget and the 
allocation to UC comes from the legislature, not the Regents. It is true that UC has 
constitutional autonomy that CSU does not. Legislative control of funding produces an 
ability to influence UC. Note that some elected officials are ex officio members of the 
Regents. 


However, under its just- retired chancellor, Charles Reed, CSU expanded its horizons 
markedly, breaking UC's legal stranglehold on awarding doctorate degrees in some 
fields, ambitiously courting outside financial support, and even, on some campuses, 
expanding into big-time sports competition. Politically, CSU exploited its one advantage 
over UC - a direct connection to the Legislature as a dependent system with campuses 
in virtually every corner of the state. And it developed a political swagger that in the past 
only UC could wield. 

CSU did indeed push to break the Master Plan's restrictions on offering doctoral degrees. 
Not clear, however, that UC had "political swagger." If it did, the breach in the Master 
Plan likely would not have occurred. Indeed, until quite recently, UC had been incredibly 
ineffective in its relationship with the state's political institutions. Remember the so-called 
"compact" with Governor Schwarzenegger that produced nothing? It is only quite recently 
that UC has become more effective in dealing with the state. Turning to the CSU political 
scorecard, Walters writes: Like all such "scorecards" issued by special interests, CSU's 
version is highly selective on the issues it grades. Not surprisingly, Democrats score 
highly while Republicans are given low marks — the ratings are reduced to A-to-F letter 
grades — because the system's biggest interest is getting more tax money. It's an 
arrogant act that even the University of California, renowned for its haughtiness, would 
not dare perform, and it's completely and utterly wrong for a tax-supported state agency 
to engage in what is nothing more than rank political and partisan propaganda. Actually, 
as we noted in the earlier posting on the scorecard, even friendly Democrats were hard 
pressed to get a grade as high as B+ from CSU. As for UC " haughtiness," the thrust of 
the column is that UC did not do what CSU did and, of course, the " Nobel laureates" and 
the " fostering (of) world-class scientific research" should entail some bragging rights. 
No? You can find the full column at: 

http://(www.sacbee.com/2012/10/30/494 7554/dan-walters-csu-plunges-overboard.html 


“Hangout” With Yours Truly and the Daily Bruin 
Tuesday, October 30, 2012 


Yours truly did a Google "Hangout" interview earlier today with the Daily Bruin on the 
ballot propositions and other aspects of California politics. 


It can be found below: 
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You Tu he Browse Movies 


Google Hangout: The 2012 California ballot 


ucladail ybruin o Subscribe 64 videos + 


pI Googlet 
& 


de ike @ — Addto | Share 





The Third Tax Proposition (39) 


Tuesday, October 30, 2012 


You have seen TV ads for Prop 39, the 
"Steyer" initiative that closes a loophole in 
the corporate profits tax that emerged from 
a 2009 budget deal and earmarks a chunk 
of the money raised for green energy 
projects. But you haven't seen any TV ads 
against Prop 39 because there has not 
been much of a campaign against it. Part of 
the reason is that important elements of the 
local business community that feel the 
loophole gives competitors an advantage 
and thus favor Prop 39. Those parts of the 

— business community that oppose 39 have 
California Republican Party Increases Effort to 


Remind Voters: NO on Prop. 39 not chosen to fund an aggressive campaign 
Prop. 39 would impose 2 billion-dollar tax hike on California job creators a g a j n st it. 


The California Republican Party today is highlighting a new website revealing 
the truth about Proposition 39, the ballot measure that would impose a 
billion-dollar tax increase on job creators. 


Opponents of 39 have now launched a 


According to Tom Del Beccaro, Chairman of the California Republican Party, 


"We're launching this new website to remind California voters to stop this website as you Can See below. But the 


dangerous tax increase that jeopardizes California's economic recovery." 


train seems to have left the station. We are 
only one week from Election Day and many 
folks have already voted absentee. 


= The new website doesn't link to any TV 


J [ eee 
e] iee = ads opposing 39. Meanwhile, TV ads 
aaa favoring 39 continue to air: 


Prop 39 is another 
aan dollar tax 
increase 
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Anti-Prop 30 Group May Have to Cough Up 
Information 


Tuesday, October 30, 2012 


A conservative Arizona political group is likely going to 
have to turn over confidential documents about its donors, 
under a tentative ruling issued late Tuesday by a 
Sacramento judge. At issue is the $11 million contribution 
by Americans for Responsible Leadership to a California 
political action committee trying to help pass Proposition 
32 (paycheck protection) and kill Proposition 30 (Gov. 
Brown's tax initiative). State officials have called the cash 
"the largest known anonymous donation in the history of 
California politics," and want to audit the group's books to 
see whether the identities of the donors must be made 
Rc: he public. The tentative ruling by Judge Shellyanne W.L. 
NN W e Chang rejected all of the arguments made by the Arizona 

Wa \ - group -- organized as a 501 (c)(4) and thus exempt from 
pi N UN R | Most donor disclosure laws -- in its attempt to block the 
~ investigation of the California Fair Political Practices 





Commission (FPPC). 


The group's own court filing on Monday invoked the 2010 Citizens United ruling by the 
U.S. Supreme Court and the freedom of groups like theirs "to exercise their constitutional 
rights." Judge Chang's tentative ruling says, in effect, that the landmark case doesn't 
apply. "The FPPC ts not seeking to restrict, and this court is not limiting, expenditures by 
ARL," wrote Chang. "Nothing in Citizens United prohibits this state-mandated 
disclosure."... 

Full article at http://www.news10.net/ capitol/article/215226/525/ Arizona-groups- 
California- political-cash-needs-audit- says-judge 


Repeal of Trigger if Prop 30 Fails: Don't Count on 
It 


Wednesday, October 31, 2012 


Various reports are floating around in the 
newspapers today about plans in the 
legislature to kill the trigger cuts that are 
part of the current budget and that will 
occur if Prop 30 - the governor's tax 
initiative - initiative. Included in the trigger is 
a cut of $250 million for UC. 

Don't count on it! 

In theory, anything can be changed in the 
budget. In theory, the governor could go 
along with voiding the trigger and not veto 
such a measure. In theory, the legislature could come up with a two-thirds vote to 
override such a veto, if it occurred. But it is all theory. While undoubtedly there would be 
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proposals and attempts to change the trigger, all we have to go on is past history. As a 
prior post on this blog noted, back in 1978 when Gov. Brown was in his first iteration as 
governor, he first was against Prop 13, the initiative that drastically cut local property 
taxes. But when it passed, he said he would make it work: the voters had spoken, etc. Is 
there any reason to believe this time that he would do something else? A little bit of 
marginal change in the trigger. Maybe. But it would be risky even to count on that. 

The articles hinting at voiding the triggers are at: 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/10/31/4949976/dan-walters-what-to-do-if-proposition.html 
and 
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/california-politics/2012/10/california-republicans- 
schools.html 


Maybe - with the stimulus of Halloween frights tonight - perhaps there are folks out there 
who would like to ease your fear of the trigger. They would like to say that the $6 billion in 
trigger cuts is the wrong number. If so, we are sorry to disappoint: 


Part 1: 
Part 2: 


Part 3: 


Even if you have the Marxist view on the 
November ballot initiative... 


Thursday, November 01, 2012 


Groucho Marx, that is, and his academic 
perspective: 
Today is the day for hearing about all eleven of them. 
Campus Program on Ballot Propositions: Nov. 1 The 
UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs and the UCLA 
Institute for Research on Labor and Employment 
present: 

Debating the 2012 California Ballot Propositions 

with Gray Davis, Luskin Distinguished Policy Fellow, 
and Cameron Smyth, Luskin Senior Fellow 
California voters face big decisions on the 2012 ballot 
initiatives. From tax policy to the death penalty to 
genetically modified food labeling, a lot is at stake on 
the ballot. Join us for an educational and informative 
forum to analyze the initiatives. 

TIME Thursday, November 1, from 12:15 — 1:45 pm 
(Note: An earlier version of this announcement said the start time was 12:30 pm.) 

EVENT LOCATION Public Affairs Building, Room 2355 (2nd floor) 

RSVP rsvp@publicaffairs.ucla.edu; Lunch will be served. 
SSSSSSSSSSSS=SS=S======= ABOUT THE SPEAKERS 
While in office, FORMER CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR GRAY DAVIS made education a 
top priority, signing legislation to strengthen California's K-12 system, increasing 
accountability in schools, and expanding access to higher education. While presiding 
over California during an economic expansion, he made record inve stments in 
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infrastructure, created four Centers of Science and Innovation on UC campuses, and 
expanded state health insurance for an additional one million children. 
ASSEMBLYMEMBER CAMERON SMYTH is Chair of the Assembly Local Government 
Committee. In 2008, Assemblyman Smyth was appointed by the Assembly Republican 
Leader as the Republican Caucus Chair, which is the second-highest ranking Republican 
in the State Assembly. -------------------------------------- [Full disclosure: Yours truly will be 
emcee.] -------------------------------------- 

And don't forget that the day after Election Day, there will be a program on the future of 
UC and its funding outlook (whatever has happened to the initiatives): 


SPEAKERS’ FORUM ON ALTERNATIVE FUNDING MODELS FOR UC 


DATE: Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2012 

TIME: Noon-1:30 pm LOCATION: Faculty Center, California Room 

LUNCH: Complimentary Sandwiches and Beverages will be served. 

RSVP: ucfa@earthlink.net so we can get an accurate food count. (Cut and paste this 
address into your email. You can't do it from here.) 


APRIL 1982: 

ANCIENT CALIFORNIA HISTORY “The interconnected complications surrounding the 
upcoming state budget for 1982-83 defy comprehension by most state legislators let 
alone the public at large... Governor Jerry Brown is projecting a $3 to $4 Billion shortfall 
in revenues for 1982-83. This is against the Governor’s $2.1 Billion estimate in his 
January proposed budget...It would be wrong to think of the current budget difficulties as 
something temporary, which will disappear when good economic times come back,” (April 
1982, UCLA Faculty Assn. Newsletter). 

NOV. 6, 2012: 

ELECTION DAY In California, if Proposition 30 does not pass, UC is in serious financial 
trouble. If Prop 30 does pass, UC is still in serious financial trouble. 

NOV. 7, 2012: PROGRAM FOR FACULTY ASSN. SPEAKERS’ FORUM The UCLA 
Faculty Assn. has asked 3 scholars and experts on state and UC policies and economics 
to unravel some of those continuing interconnected complications and offer some 
simpler, alternative models for UC funding for the future. After the speakers have 
finished, then Prof. Sylvia Hurtado, director of the Higher Education Research Institute, 
will comment on the presentations, followed by Q and A from the audience. 


SPEAKERS: 

Professor Christopher Newfield, UCSB, English Department, author of Unmaking the 
Public University: The Forty Year Assault on the Middle Class, (Harvard University Press, 
2008) and who reports regularly on a popular blog site, “Remaking the University,” 
http://utotherescue.blogspot.com/ . 

Professor Robert Anderson, UCB, Economics and Mathematics, past Chair of the 
Academic Council, 2011-12 and who has served on the systemwide Task Force Working 
Group on Post-Employment Benefits at UC. 

Professor Daniel Mitchell, Emeritus, UCLA, Anderson School of Management and Luskin 
School of Public Affairs, has served on many systemwide committees, and who tracks 
California budgetary issues and reports regularly on the Faculty Association blog site. 
(The very blog you are reading!) 


DISCUSSANT: Professor Sylvia Hurtado, UCLA, Director of the Higher Education 
Research Institute, has published numerous articles and books related to her primary 
Interest in student educational outcomes, campus climates, college impact on student 
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development, and diversity in higher education. 


COME, EAT, LISTEN, ASK QUESTIONS: JOIN THE FACULTY DISCUSSION. 


Another poll shows the slide of Prop 30 


Thursday, November 01, 2012 


The California Field Poll shows the slide 
below 50%. Prop 30 - the governor's tax 
initiative that has been endorsed by the 
Regents - had been marginally above 50% 
until recently. It could still pass since the 
undecided voters have to vote yes or no 


Nonetheless, the position of Prop 30 is 
precarious. 





As readers of this blog will know, the 

revenue estimated to be produced by Prop 

Trend of voter preferences toward Proposition 30 and Proposition 38 30 IS built into the current fiscal year state 
on California's November 2012 election ballot 


(among likely voters) budget. Trigger cuts are also built into the 


Voting yes Voting no Undecided igs a i i "jpe 
OEA Soms omin aeae | budget if it fails, including a $250 million cut 


Late October 48% 
Mid September 51% for UC. 
Early July 54% 
Late May 52% 


roposition unger . å 
“aie mn Below is a chart from the Field Poll on both 


Mid September 41% 


Barly Jaly 46% Prop 30 and the rival Prop 38 (which has 


Late May 42% 


never polled well): 

[Click on the table to enlarge.] Details from 
the poll at: http://www.field.com/fieldpollonline/subscribers/RIs2431 .pdf 

Meanwhile, as Prop 30 teeters, various folks have started criticizing Gov. Brown's 
campaign for it: 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-cap-prop30-20121101,0,4474638.column 

and below you can hear Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom in effect saying on the radio that 
Brown's campaign has not been honest: 





UCLA Luskin School Ballot Proposition Forum: 
11-1-2012 (audio) 


Thursday, November 01, 2012 


Today's forum at the UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs featured a discussion of the 
November 2012 California ballot propositions including those dealing with taxes and the 
state budget. You can hear the audio of the discussion at the link below. Guest speakers 
were Assemblyman Cameron Smyth, second-highest ranking Republican in the state 
assembly, and former Democratic Governor Gray Davis. 


The full program runs about one and a quarter hours: 
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Cameron Smyth Gray Davis 





CSU rejects criticism of its legislative scorecard 
Friday, November 02, 2012 


We have referred in earlier posts to the 
rather surprising disclosure that CSU 
produced an online "scorecard" rating 
members of the legislature on their votes 
on matters of concern to higher ed. While it 
is not surprising that CSU would keep track 
of legislative votes, rating them and 
publishing the ratings is, well, unusual. It 
has produced legislative complaints. But 
CSU seems to be toughing it out on this issue. From the Sacramento Bee's Capitol Alert 
blog: 





Two state senators - one Democrat and one Republican - demanded Thursday that the 
California State University system's trustees tell them who authorized spending for a 
"legislative report card" that rated lawmakers on how well they supported the system's 
political goals. Sens. Leland Yee , D-San Francisco, and Joel Anderson , R-Alpine, both 
received low marks in the CSU compilation of votes and other actions affecting the 
system's political agenda this year. The report card was apparently a parting gesture by 
Chancellor Charles Reed , who has announced his retirement. No legislator earned an 
"A" grade in the report... Michael Uhlenkamp, a CSU spokesman, said of the Yee- 
Anderson request: "The issuing of the CSU's legislative scorecard was approved by 
campus presidents, the executive staff at the chancellor's office and the chancellor. "As 
with any decision coming from the chancellor's office, final approval of the scorecard 
came from Chancellor Reed. | would point out that while Senators Anderson and Yee 
apparently didn't receive the scorecard favorably, we have received positive feedback 
from student and alumni groups and legislators as well." 


Read more here: http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/11/two-senators- 
demand-answers-on-csus-legislative-scorecard.html#storylink=cpy 

Full story at: http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/201 2/1 1/two-senators-demand- 
answers-on-csus-legislative-scorecard.html 

The scorecard is at: http://www.calstate.edu/air/documents/Legislative-Scorecard.pdf 
Read more here: http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/11/two-senators- 
demand-answers-on-csus-legislative-scorecard.html#storylink=cpy 

Yours truly would not call this approach - either the scorecard or toughing it out now - on 
the part of CSU the wise course of action. Note that any independent group affiliated with 
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CSU, i.e., some alumni organization, could have produced such a scorecard and avoided 
the charge of using taxpayer money for politics. 


Apparently, Chancellor Reed is going to do it his way: 


UCLA Pauley Promo and History 


Friday, November 02, 2012 


You Tube Q Browse Movies 


Pauley Pavilion's Back: Join the Party (Extended Version) 
(+) Subscribe 2,869 videos + 








UCLA is promoting its renovated Pauley 
Pavillion with the video below: Although 
noted for sports events, the building has 
been used for other purposes. Below is a 
photo of a display of the AIDS quilt at 
Pauley in 1988 from the LA Public Library 
collection: 


Yet another 405-related traffic alert in the area 


near UCLA 
Saturday, November 03, 2012 





There will be a closure of Sepulveda 
Boulevard between Montana Avenue and 
Church Lane/Ovada Street beginning 
Friday, Nov ember 2, at 9 pm until Monday 
at 6 am. The Montana Avenue off-ramp 
from the I-405 north will also be closed from 
7 pm Friday until Monday at 6 am. 


It's trouble f or those who want to get home 
late or d uring the weekend: 
And by the way, those AMs and PMs get 
modified ha If way through the weekend: 
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Time to fall back 


Turn your 
clocks 
back one 
hour to 


standard 
time at 
2 a.m. 
sunday. 


AP 





MOOC, MOOC 
Saturday, November 03, 2012 


The NY Times has a feature article on 
MOOCs, Massive Open Online Courses. 
There are some problems: 


... The MOOC certainly presents challenges. 
Can learning be scaled up this much? 
Grading is imperfect, especially for 
nontechnical subjects. Cheating is a reality. 
“We found groups of 20 people in a course 
submitting identical homework,” says David 
Patterson, a professor at the University of 
California, Berkeley, who teaches software 
engineering, in a tone of disbelief at such 
blatant copying; Udacity and edX now offer proctored exams. Some students are also ill 
prepared for the university-level work. And few stick with it. “Signing up for a class is a 
lightweight process,” says Dr. Ng. It might take just five minutes, assuming you spend two 
devising a stylish user name. Only 46,000 attempted the first assignment in Dr. Ng’s 
course on machine learning last fall. In the end, he says, 13,000 completed the class and 
earned a certificate — from him, not Stanford... 

Full article at http://www.nytimes.com/2012/11/04/education/edlife/massive-open-online- 
courses-are-multiplying-at-a-rapid-pace.html 





Don't worry if you forgot to reset your clock. You'll 
just be an h... 


Sunday, November 04, 2012 


SPEAKERS’ FORUM ON ALTERNATIVE FUNDING MODELS FOR UC 
DATE: Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2012 
TIME: Noon-1:30 pm LOCATION: Faculty Center, California Room 
LUNCH: Complimentary Sandwiches and Beverages will be served. 
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RSVP: ucfa@earthlink.net so we can get 
an accurate food count. (Cut and paste this 
address into your email. You can't do it 
from here.) 


APRIL 1982: 

ANCIENT CALIFORNIA HISTORY “The 
interconnected complications surrounding 
the upcoming state budget for 1982-83 defy 
comprehension by most state legislators let 
alone the public at large... Governor Jerry 
Brown is projecting a $3 to $4 Billion 
shortfall in revenues for 1982-83. This is 
against the Governor’s $2.1 Billion estimate in his January proposed budget...It would be 
wrong to think of the current budget difficulties as something temporary, which will 
disappear when good economic times come back,” (April 1982, UCLA Faculty Assn. 
Newsletter). 

NOV. 6, 2012: 

ELECTION DAY In California, if Proposition 30 does not pass, UC is in serious financial 
trouble. If Prop 30 does pass, UC is still in serious financial trouble. 

NOV. 7, 2012: PROGRAM FOR FACULTY ASSN. SPEAKERS’ FORUM The UCLA 
Faculty Assn. has asked 3 scholars and experts on state and UC policies and economics 
to unravel some of those continuing interconnected complications and offer some 
simpler, alternative models for UC funding for the future. After the speakers have 
finished, then Prof. Sylvia Hurtado, director of the Higher Education Research Institute, 
will comment on the presentations, followed by Q and A from the audience. 





SPEAKERS: 

Professor Christopher Newfield, UCSB, English Department, author of Unmaking the 
Public University: The Forty Year Assault on the Middle Class, (Harvard University Press, 
2008) and who reports regularly on a popular blog site, “Remaking the University,” 
http://utotherescue.blogspot.com/ . 

Professor Robert Anderson, UCB, Economics and Mathematics, past Chair of the 
Academic Council, 2011-12 and who has served on the systemwide Task Force Working 
Group on Post-Employment Benefits at UC. 

Professor Daniel Mitchell, Emeritus, UCLA, Anderson School of Management and Luskin 
School of Public Affairs, has served on many systemwide committees, and who tracks 
California budgetary issues and reports regularly on the Faculty Association blog site. 
(The very blog you are reading!) 


DISCUSSANT: Professor Sylvia Hurtado, UCLA, Director of the Higher Education 
Research Institute, has published numerous articles and books related to her primary 
interest in student educational outcomes, campus climates, college impact on student 
development, and diversity in higher education. 


COME, EAT, LISTEN, ASK QUESTIONS: JOIN THE FACULTY DISCUSSION. 
And here is a reminder if you want to reset your clock: 
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Everyone loves recycling except maybe not for 
tuition 


Monday, November 05, 2012 


Inside Higher Ed today has a lengthy piece 
about an apparent revolt in lowa against 
the idea of recycling tuition at public 
universities from higher income students to 
lower income. 


As readers of this blog are likely to know, 
UC has followed such a policy. Excerpt: 


Last month, the Board of Regents of the 
State of lowa, which oversees the 
University of lowa, lowa State University, 
and the University of Northern lowa, 
eliminated their policy of earmarking 20 
percent of in-state tuition revenue for 
financial aid purposes... 





..()t’s easy to see why so many families think they are paying for other students: many 
colleges and universities say explicitly that they take money from some students to fund 
others. The University of California and California State University systems agree to set 
aside about a third of the new revenue they generate through tuition increases for 
financial aid purposes... 


Full story at 
http://www. insidehighered.com/news/201 2/1 1/05/use-public-tuition-financial-aid-likely- 
become-political-issue-many-states 


It appears that those who are being recycled from are beginning to have a new anthem: 


Times are changing and so is the outlook for 
UC's future funding. ... 


Monday, November 05, 2012 
UCLA in 1939 


SPEAKERS’ FORUM ON ALTERNATIVE FUNDING MODELS FOR UC 
DATE: Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2012 
TIME: Noon-1:30 pm LOCATION: Faculty Center, California Room 
LUNCH: Complimentary Sandwiches and Beverages will be served. 
RSVP: ucfa@earthlink.net so we can get an accurate food count. (Cut and paste this 
address into your email. You can't do it from here.) 


APRIL 1982: 
ANCIENT CALIFORNIA HISTORY “The interconnected complications surrounding the 
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upcoming state budget for 1982-83 defy 
comprehension by most state legislators let 
alone the public at large... Governor Jerry 
Brown is projecting a $3 to $4 Billion 
shortfall in revenues for 1982-83. This is 
against the Governor’s $2.1 Billion estimate 
in his January proposed budget...It would 
be wrong to think of the current budget 
difficulties as something temporary, which 
will disappear when good economic times 
come back,” (April 1982, UCLA Faculty 
Assn. Newsletter). 

NOV. 6, 2012: 

ELECTION DAY In California, if Proposition 30 does not pass, UC is in serious financial 
trouble. If Prop 30 does pass, UC is still in serious financial trouble. 

NOV. 7, 2012: PROGRAM FOR FACULTY ASSN. SPEAKERS’ FORUM The UCLA 
Faculty Assn. has asked 3 scholars and experts on state and UC policies and economics 
to unravel some of those continuing interconnected complications and offer some 
simpler, alternative models for UC funding for the future. After the speakers have 
finished, then Prof. Sylvia Hurtado, director of the Higher Education Research Institute, 
will comment on the presentations, followed by Q and A from the audience. 





SPEAKERS: 

Professor Christopher Newfield, UCSB, English Department, author of Unmaking the 
Public University: The Forty Year Assault on the Middle Class, (Harvard University Press, 
2008) and who reports regularly on a popular blog site, “Remaking the University,” 
http://utotherescue.blogspot.com/ . 

Professor Robert Anderson, UCB, Economics and Mathematics, past Chair of the 
Academic Council, 2011-12 and who has served on the systemwide Task Force Working 
Group on Post-Employment Benefits at UC. 

Professor Daniel Mitchell, Emeritus, UCLA, Anderson School of Management and Luskin 
School of Public Affairs, has served on many systemwide committees, and who tracks 
California budgetary issues and reports regularly on the Faculty Association blog site. 
(The very blog you are reading!) 


DISCUSSANT: Professor Sylvia Hurtado, UCLA, Director of the Higher Education 
Research Institute, has published numerous articles and books related to her primary 
interest in student educational outcomes, campus climates, college impact on student 
development, and diversity in higher education. 


COME, EAT, LISTEN, ASK QUESTIONS: JOIN THE FACULTY DISCUSSION. 
Changing Times: 


Keep ‘em moving 


Tuesday, November 06, 2012 


Will the CSU concept described below come to UC? Particularly if Prop 30 fails, the 
Regents will be under pressure to come up with “solutions.” From the San Francisco 
Chronicle: 
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California State University trustees will 
consider raising fees next Tuesday for 
certain students - at least 53,000 who take 
extra credits, linger too long at school or 
repeat classes - even if voters approve the 
university-friendly tax measure known as 
Proposition 30 on election day. The idea, 
CSU officials say, is to force students to 
move through school faster...-- A 
"graduation incentive" fee. Students who 
take more units than they need to graduate 
would be charged hundreds of dollars 
beyond the basic tuition for every extra unit they take. If Prop. 30 fails, triggering a $250 
million cut to the CSU system, the new fee would be $399 a unit each semester. If it wins, 
the fee would be $372 for each unit...-- "Third-tier" fee. Students who take more than the 
regular full-time course load would be charged an extra $209 a semester for every extra 
unit if Prop. 30 fails. If it passes, they would be charged $182 for each extra unit...-- 
"Course repeat" fees. Students currently may repeat nine courses during college. Under 
the proposal, repeaters would be charged an extra $105 a unit each semester if Prop. 30 
fails. If it passes, they would be charged an extra $91 a unit...CSU officials say they have 
turned away "tens of thousands of eligible applicants in recent years" and they need to do 
something about it... 

Full story at http://www.sfgate.com/education/article/CSU-eyes-fee-increases-for-some- 
students-4010982.php 

Just keep ‘em moving: 





Time Goes By on the 405 Project 
Tuesday, November 06, 2012 


The l-405 construction project around Westwood and the Sepulveda Pass has been 
causing traffic problems around UCLA for some time. Now comes a report in the LA Daily 
News that the project is six months behind schedule. 


You can find the story at: 
http://www.dailynews.com/ci_21935639/faster-405-campaign-launches-speed-405-car- 
pool 


Well, we have time... 


Particularly on Election Day, it's hard to know 
what tomorrow will ... 


Tuesday, November 06, 2012 


But one thing it will definitely bring is our forum on the future of UC and its funding, as 
the notice below explains: 
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| SPEAKERS’ FORUM ON ALTERNATIVE 
TED £22 88 -89025902E FUNDING MODELS FOR UC 
ro) = DATE: Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2012 

TOMORROW TIME: Noon-1:30 pm LOCATION: Faculty Center, 
California Room 
LUNCH: Complimentary Sandwiches and 
Beverages will be served. 
RSVP: ucfa@earthlink.net so we can get an 
accurate food count. (Cut and paste this address 
into your email. You can't do it from here.) 


APRIL 1982: 

ANCIENT CALIFORNIA HISTORY “The 
interconnected complications surrounding the 
upcoming state budget for 1982-83 defy 
comprehension by most state legislators let alone 
the public at large... Governor Jerry Brown is projecting a $3 to $4 Billion shortfall in 
revenues for 1982-83. This is against the Governor’s $2.1 Billion estimate in his January 
proposed budget...It would be wrong to think of the current budget difficulties as 
something temporary, which will disappear when good economic times come back,” (April 
1982, UCLA Faculty Assn. Newsletter). 

NOV. 6, 2012: 

ELECTION DAY In California, if Proposition 30 does not pass, UC is in serious financial 
trouble. If Prop 30 does pass, UC is still in serious financial trouble. 

NOV. 7, 2012: PROGRAM FOR FACULTY ASSN. SPEAKERS’ FORUM The UCLA 
Faculty Assn. has asked 3 scholars and experts on state and UC policies and economics 
to unravel some of those continuing interconnected complications and offer some 
simpler, alternative models for UC funding for the future. After the speakers have 
finished, then Prof. Sylvia Hurtado, director of the Higher Education Research Institute, 
will comment on the presentations, followed by Q and A from the audience. 





SPEAKERS: 

Professor Christopher Newfield, UCSB, English Department, author of Unmaking the 
Public University: The Forty Year Assault on the Middle Class, (Harvard University Press, 
2008) and who reports regularly on a popular blog site, “Remaking the University,” 
http://utotherescue.blogspot.com . 

Professor Robert Anderson, UCB, Economics and Mathematics, past Chair of the 
Academic Council, 2011-12 and who has served on the systemwide Task Force Working 
Group on Post-Employment Benefits at UC. 

Professor Daniel Mitchell, Emeritus, UCLA, Anderson School of Management and Luskin 
School of Public Affairs, has served on many systemwide committees, and who tracks 
California budgetary issues and reports regularly on the Faculty Association blog site. 
(The very blog you are reading!) 


DISCUSSANT: Professor Sylvia Hurtado, UCLA, Director of the Higher Education 
Research Institute, has published numerous articles and books related to her primary 
interest in student educational outcomes, campus climates, college impact on student 
development, and diversity in higher education. 


COME, EAT, LISTEN, ASK QUESTIONS: JOIN THE FACULTY DISCUSSION. 


SSSSSsssssssssssssssss========= It's only a day away: Update: Radio interview 
of yours truly on California ballot propositions: 
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or at the link below (whichever works best): 


Where is the farmer? 


Tuesday, November 06, 2012 


If you look closely at this photo of booths at the Thursday 
"Farmers' Market" in Westwood just south of UCLA, you 
don't see a lot of farm products. According to the Daily 
Bruin, that fact, i.e., competition with non-food store owners 
in Westwood, has led to protests about the weekly market 
sponsored by the revived Westwood Business 
Improvement District. Apparently, the added foot traffic in 
the village doesn't make up for lost local business from the 
competition and perhaps from the general pedestrian 
congestion on Broxton. What started out as a dispute over 
the management firm that runs the market has now become 
a more general dispute over the market's location and mix 
of products. 





The story can be read at: 
http://www.dailybruin.com/article/20 12/1 1/store-owners- 
concerned-about-westwood-farmers-market-location_ 1106 





Prop 30 Passes So No Trigger Cuts for UC 
Wednesday, November 07, 2012 


Above are the ballot proposition results as 
of around 5 AM this morning from the 
California Secretary of State with about 
95% of the results. [Click image to enlarge. ] 
Prop 30, the governor's tax initiative 
endorsed by the Regents, has passed. 
Prop 39, the corporate loophole tax, which 
also adds some money into the general 
fund despite its earmark for "green" 
projects, also has passed. The Munger 
school tax (Prop 38), which was seen as a 
rival to the governor's tax, did very poorly 
as polls predicted. 


Yes 7 No 


Proposition Title Votes % Votes i 


Temporary Taxes to Fund Education 4,869 645 4,141,202 


State Budget, State and Local Government 3,299,270 5,109;913 


(e) 


Political Contributions by Payroll Deduction 3,881,372 4,989,328 


Auto Insurance Prices Based on Driver History 3,951,985 4,779,550 


Death Penalty 4,198,411 4,658,932 


Human Trafficking 7,154,265 1,665,755 


oO 


Three Strikes Law 6,063,966 2,752,015 


o 


Z m x zZ zZ zZ zZ = 
wo “a e] © [°] rA 


Genetically Engineered Foods Labeling 4,194,793 4,723,681 


Tax for Education. Early Childhood Programs 2,437 936 6,355,125 


Business Tax for Energy Funding 5,193,889 3,436,825 


Redistricting State Senate 5,947 446 2,366,722 


With the passage of Prop 30, the budget trigger - that would have cut $250 million from 
UC - is dead. 
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Given the Election Results, Has UC Dodged a 
Bullet’? Lunchtime Foru... 


Wednesday, November 07, 2012 


Reminder: Today is the day! SPEAKERS’ 
FORUM ON ALTERNATIVE FUNDING 
MODELS FOR UC 

DATE: Wednesday, Nov. 7, 2012 

TIME: Noon-1:30 pm LOCATION: Faculty 
Center, California Room 

LUNCH: Complimentary Sandwiches and 
Beverages will be served. 

RSVP: ucfa@earthlink.net so we can get 
an accurate food count. (Cut and paste this 
address into your email. You can't do it 
from here.) 





APRIL 1982: 

ANCIENT CALIFORNIA HISTORY “The interconnected complications surrounding the 
upcoming state budget for 1982-83 defy comprehension by most state legislators let 
alone the public at large... Governor Jerry Brown is projecting a $3 to $4 Billion shortfall 
in revenues for 1982-83. This is against the Governor’s $2.1 Billion estimate in his 
January proposed budget...It would be wrong to think of the current budget difficulties as 
something temporary, which will disappear when good economic times come back,” (April 
1982, UCLA Faculty Assn. Newsletter). 

NOV. 6, 2012: 

ELECTION DAY In California, if Proposition 30 does not pass, UC is in serious financial 
trouble. If Prop 30 does pass, UC is still in serious financial trouble. 

NOV. 7, 2012: PROGRAM FOR FACULTY ASSN. SPEAKERS’ FORUM The UCLA 
Faculty Assn. has asked 3 scholars and experts on state and UC policies and economics 
to unravel some of those continuing interconnected complications and offer some 
simpler, alternative models for UC funding for the future. After the speakers have 
finished, then Prof. Sylvia Hurtado, director of the Higher Education Research Institute, 
will comment on the presentations, followed by Q and A from the audience. 


SPEAKERS: 

Professor Christopher Newfield, UCSB, English Department, author of Unmaking the 
Public University: The Forty Year Assault on the Middle Class, (Harvard University Press, 
2008) and who reports regularly on a popular blog site, “Remaking the University,” 
http://utotherescue.blogspot.com/ . 

Professor Robert Anderson, UCB, Economics and Mathematics, past Chair of the 
Academic Council, 2011-12 and who has served on the systemwide Task Force Working 
Group on Post-Employment Benefits at UC. 

Professor Daniel Mitchell, Emeritus, UCLA, Anderson School of Management and Luskin 
School of Public Affairs, has served on many systemwide committees, and who tracks 
California budgetary issues and reports regularly on the Faculty Association blog site. 
(The very blog you are reading!) 


DISCUSSANT: Professor Sylvia Hurtado, UCLA, Director of the Higher Education 
Research Institute, has published numerous articles and books related to her primary 
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interest in student educational outcomes, campus climates, college impact on student 
development, and diversity in higher education. 


COME, EAT, LISTEN, ASK QUESTIONS: JOIN THE FACULTY DISCUSSION. === 
Preview: There may be more than one bullet to dodge: 


Making Choices: Berkeley vs. UCLA - Human 
Capital vs. Physical Capital 


Wednesday, November 07, 2012 


While UCLA, with eventual regental 
blessing, chooses physical capital - a grand 
hotel - Berkeley chooses human capital. 


Regents Committee on Grounds & Buildings 


Media release from UC-Berkeley below: 


i Campus completes landmark Hewlett 
: Challenge — more than two years ahead of 


MEYER & RENEE LUSKIN CONFERENCE & GUEST CENTER 
UCLA Capital Programs, August 2012 schedule 


By José Rodriguez, University Relations | November 5, 2012 

In the last five years, UC Berkeley has created 100 new endowed faculty chairs as part of 
an unprecedented challenge begun in 2007 when it received $113 million, the largest 
private gift in its history, from the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. Chancellor 
Robert J. Birgeneau announced today that the campus has exceeded its own 
expectations in completing the Hewlett Challenge more than two years ahead of 
schedule. The dollar-for-dollar challenge inspired a sweeping number of donors to give, 
resulting in more than $220 million in endowments for faculty chairholders and their 
departments and students. 


The benefits for the campus will be wide-ranging and grow for generations as 
endowment income, leaving a legacy that will be long associated with the leadership of 
the departing chancellor, who plans to return to teaching and research in the departments 
of physics and of materials science and engineering in the spring. Of the 100 chairs 
established, the 69 appointed to date have already made a difference. Funds from the 
chairs have been used in a variety of ways across the campus, from teaching and 
research by distinguished faculty to support for academic departments and students... 


Full release at http://newscenter.berkeley.edu/2012/1 1/05/campus-completes-landmark- 
hewlett-challenge-more-than-two-years-ahead-of-schedule/ 


Meanwhile, at UCLA the old physical capital theme of build-and-bond from an earlier era 
(when state funds took care of the human capital side) lingers on: 
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Audio Available for Today's UCLA Faculty Assn. 
Forum on the Future ... 


Wednesday, November 07, 2012 


At today's noontime forum on the Future 
Funding of UC, Steve Lippman (upper left) 
opened the event. Karen Orren (center top) 
was the moderator. Christopher Newfield 
(upper right) made the opening 
presentation. Robert Anderson (lower left) 
followed Newfield. Daniel Mitchell (center 
bottom) followed Anderson. The discussant 
was Sylvia Hurtado (lower right). After the 
discussant, there was a period of questions 
and answers from the audience. In order to 
make the event accessible to those who 
could not attend, an audio recording of the 
event (about one hour and 34 minutes) can be heard at the link below: 





We will provide the slides shown by the presenters in a later posting. 


UPDATE: The Daily Bruin covered the event. Article at link below: 
http://www.dailybruin.com/article/201 2/1 1/uc-faculty-talk-funding 


Robert Anderson's Presentation on the Future of 
UC Funding (With Sl... 


Thursday, November 08, 2012 


Robert Anderson The prior post on this blog carried 

the audio (only) of the forum sponsored by the 
Faculty Association at UCLA on the Future of 
University of California Funding held November 7, 
2012 at the UCLA Faculty Center. 


Each of the three presenters used slides as part of 
their talks. Below you will find two (alternative) links 
to the slides used by Prof. Robert Anderson along 
with the coordinated audio for his presentation. Use 
whichever works best for your connection. 
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Governor Joseph 


Thursday, November 08, 2012 


Joseph interprets Pharoah's dream Our 
forum on the Future of UC Funding 
yesterday (see the previous two blog 
postings) took note of the fact that the 
Democrats seem to have gained a two- 
thirds majority in both houses of the 
legislature and in theory could pass 
additional taxes. You might think that would 
mean lots of new funding for UC. Think 
again; Gov. Brown says he does not want 
to go that route. From the Capitol Alert blog 
of the Sacramento Bee: 





Gov. Jerry Brown said today that he will not 
use an expected Democratic supermajority in the California Legislature to raise taxes 
further than were raised by passage of his ballot initiative Tuesday, urging "the prudence 
of Joseph" on spending in the next few years. ...Brown said he will be guided by a biblical 
reference to seven years of plenty being followed by seven years of famine, and to the 
need in better times to save crops for less abundant years. "We need the prudence of 
Joseph going forward over the next seven years, and | intend to make sure that that's the 
story that we look to for our guidance," Brown said... 


Brown said he would not rely on a two-thirds majority in the Legislature to raise taxes, 
saying "the only way to raise a tax is to ask the people."... 

Full article at http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/20 12/1 1/jerry-brown-urges- 
prudence-of-joseph-on-future-california-spending.html 

If you’re not up on your Bible studies, here is a clue about Brown’s reference: 

and 


The Regents meet next week (Nov. 13-15) 


Thursday, November 08, 2012 


The Regents in 1923 

Various budgetary items are on the agenda 
but, of course, the Regents will not have to 
discuss how to deal with budgetary trigger 
cuts since Prop 30 passed. The proposed 
budget for next year includes $2.4 million 
from the state to support “core” educational 
programs. The total core budget, however, 
is $6.2 million with most of the gap coming from tuition and fees. See: 
http://regents. universityofcalifornia.edu/regmeet/nov1 2/flattach1 .pdf 

Other highlights: Various professional school tuition increases are also planned: 
http://regents. universityofcalifornia.edu/regmeet/nov1 2/f3. pdf 

There will be discussion of the plan to raise out-of-state enrollment to 10%: 
http://regents.universityofcalifornia.edu/regmeet/nov1 2/e2. pdf 
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When the news media get a look at this attachment on comparison groups for executive 
pay, we may hear more about it: 
http://regents.universityofcalifornia.edu/regmeet/nov12/c2battach2.pdf 

The business school at Berkeley seems to be spinning off its non-credit executive 
education program into a separate “entity” which — it is argued — will be able to generate 
more revenue than the current arrangement and will provide opportunities for 
supplementa | faculty earnings: 
http://regents.universityofcalifornia.edu/regmeet/nov12/f7.pdf 

The Regents will be looking at the annual report of the pension plan (and other funds) 
although there Í S no immediate action item: 
http://regents.universityofcalifornia.edu/regmeet/nov12/f8attach2.pdf 

Below is the full schedule of the meetings which are likely to be a lot quieter and calmer 
than they would have been had Prop 30 failed: 

Tuesday November 13 3:00 pm Committee on Grounds and Buildings -includes public 
comment (open session) 

Wednesday, November 14 8:30 am Committee of the Whole (open session - includes 
public comment session) 9:30 am* Committee on Finance (open session) 12:00 Lunch 
1:00 pm* Committee on Educational Policy (open session) 1:45 pm* Committee on 
Compensation (closed session) 2:00 pm* Committee on Compensation (Regents only 
session) 2:15 pm* Committee on Finance (Regents only session) 3:00 pm* 
Board(Regents only session) 

Thursday, November 15 8:30 am Committee of the Whole - Public Comment (open 
session) 8:50 am* Committee on Compensation (open session) 9:15 am* Committee on 
Health Services (open session) 9:45 am* Committee on Oversight of the DOE 
Laboratories (open session) 10:15 am* Committee on Finance (open session) 11:45 am* 
Board (open session) *Times indicated and order of business subject to change=== As 
usual, we will provide recordings of the sessions, either directly taken from the live 
stream or subsequently as received as a public document request. 


UPDATE: Undoubtedly, one of the personnel decisions the Regents will make involves 
the appointment of a new chancellor at UC-Berkeley. From the San Francisco Chronicle: 
A Columbia University administrator with a background in history and anthropology has 
been named the next chancellor of UC Berkeley, university officials said Thursday. 
Nicholas Dirks , 61, will leave his post as executive vice president and dean of the faculty 
of Arts and Sciences, to take the commanding role at the prestigious public university, 
University of California President Mark Yudof said. His appointment must still be 
confirmed by the Board of Regents... 


Full story at http://www.sfgate.com/bayarea/article/Columbia-administrator-is-Cal-s-new- 
chancellor-4020739.php 


Mitchell Presentation with Slides from Nov. 7 
Forum on the Future o... 


Thursday, November 08, 2012 


Mitchell A post of Nov. 7 on this blog carried the audio (only) of the forum sponsored by 
the Faculty Association at UCLA on the Future of University of California Funding held 
that day at the UCLA Faculty Center. 


Each of the three presenters used slides as part of their talks. Below you will find two 
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(alternative) links to the slides used by Prof. 
Daniel J.B. Mitchell along with the 
coordinated audio for his presentation. Use 
whichever works best for your connection. 


Note: The Anderson presentation is at: 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2 
012/11/robert-andersons-presentation-on- 
future.html 

The audio of the entire event is at: 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2 
012/11/audio-available-for-todays-ucla- 
faculty.html 


Governor Glide 


Friday, November 09, 2012 


As noted in a prior post, Governor Brown says that despite the apparent gain by 
legislative Democrats of a supermajority, he doesn't intend to let them run away with the 
budget or taxes. [See Governor Joseph.] So although Prop 30 saved UC from trigger 
cuts, some big budget breakthrough should not be expected. The governor is quoted in 
today's Sacramento Bee: 


"| don't underestimate the struggle over the next couple years to keep on a very calm, 
clear and sustainable glide path." See: 


http://www.sacbee.com/2012/11/09/49725/76/jerry-brown-plans-to-restrain.html 


The governor wants to be a man of conviction on his glide path rather than - as above - a 
man of convection. But the glide might be a bit difficult: 


Some of the best gubernatorial metaphors are 
mixed 


Saturday, November 10, 2012 


Governor Brown has been emphasizing that just because the legislative Democrats now 
seem to have a supermajority needed to pass taxes and override vetoes on spending, it 
would be wrong to expect that he will let them. We have cautioned, therefore, that 
expectations of big enhancements of the UC budget are misplaced. Our past posts on 
the governor's analogies and metaphors have featured aircraft and Biblical references. 
But some of the best metaphors are mixed. 

For example, in explaining how he got Prop 30 passed by voters, the governor said: 
"Some people began to read tea leaves incorrectly," Brown told reporters. "And then you 
all go off like a herd of buffalo down the road. Hopefully you're all now back on the plane 
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of common sense." 

S O u r C e l 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me- 

jerry-brown-20121109,0,7783792.story 
Given the choice of metaphors, we'll stick 

with tea: 





If X = amount of algebra you learned in high 
school and 2X = 0, ho... 


Saturday, November 10, 2012 


A complaint about UC’s view on remedial math as taught in community colleges 
appeared today in the Sacramento Bee: (excerpt) Community colleges are struggling to 
address a huge problem: remedial mathematics. In fall 2009, 143,587 California 
community college students enrolled in remedial math to become eligible for college 
math, but only 18 percent went on to complete a college math course within three years. 
Given these results, policymakers are questioning the use of scarce public dollars to "pay 
for the same education twice." If students didn't learn algebra in high school, why are we 
paying for it again in college? Are these students even cut out for college? Here's the 
good news: A growing number of community colleges have developed an innovative new 
approach for students who are under-prepared for college math. It is less expensive than 
the traditional curriculum and significantly more effective. The innovation has been 
spotlighted by several national organizations focused on college completion. Now the 
bad news: The approach may be killed before the year is out. At least 16 California 
community colleges are offering a new pathway for students in majors that are not 
algebra-intensive. Instead of spending up to four semesters reviewing arithmetic and 
algebra, students in the new pathways might spend just one semester in a prerequisite 
course tailored to statistics. The logic is simple: Different majors require different math 
preparation. An engineering student needs extensive algebra to be successful in a 
higher-level calculus course, while an English major needs very little algebra to be 
successful in statistics. If a student arrives underprepared for college-level work, 
shouldn't remediation focus on the math that students actually need in their chosen 
pathway, rather than simply repeating their prior schooling? ...Despite their promise, 
Statistics pathways face formidable opposition from some faculty leaders in the 
community college system, as well as inside the University of California and California 
State University systems. Faculty widely acknowledge that little algebra is needed for the 
study of statistics. However, a vocal contingent continues to insist that all students should 
be required to complete intermediate algebra, whether or not it is relevant to their major. 
This vocal contingent is fighting hard to block pathway reform. The battleground is 
whether CSU and UC will recognize the new courses as valid prerequisites for college 
Statistics. If they insist that only intermediate algebra will be recognized as proof of 
"college readiness" in math — and refuse to award transfer credit for statistics courses 
with alternative remedial preparation — the reform is unlikely to survive... Full article at 
http://www.sacbee.com/201 2/1 1/10/v-print/4974786/new-approach-to-remedial-math.html 
Answer to the question in the title is below: 
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Veterans’ Day and some UC/UCLA History 
UCOP might not want raised 


Sunday, November 11, 2012 


ROTC at UCLA's old Vermont Avenue 
campus: 1928 

Note that UCLA is closed tomorrow 
although Veterans’ Day is today. There is a 
bit of history here. UC did not always close 
on Veterans’ Day. When Gray Davis was 
governor, however, someone complained 
about UC being open. The governor 
couldn’t order UC to close but the powers- 
that-be went along with his request to do 
SO. 
As yours truly recalls it, the Faculty Welfare 
committee at UCLA - and possibly others in 
the Academic Senate - noted that with a ten-week fall quarter, cutting a day out of the 
term would reduce instructional time in a twice-a-week course by 5% and a once a week 
course by 10% if Veterans’ Day fell on a class day. (Actually, the loss is more than that 
because typically some class time is used for exams, not instruction.) Courses would 
have to be revised to have less content or an irregular day would have to be scheduled 
for a make-up session (which some students could not attend due to schedule conflicts 
and for which a room might not be available). It was suggested that the powers-that-be 
consider giving non-instructional staff a day off but not reducing class time. That is, 
faculty wanted to teach. A “day off” for faculty is meaningless and bad for students. 
Alternatively, the powers-that-be could have done what they eventually did later about 
Chavez day and schedule the university’s celebration of it on a non-instructional day. 
Needless to say, the faculty’s suggestion was not heeded. Now, even when Veterans’ 
Day falls a non-instructional day as it does today (Sunday), UCLA is closed for instruction 
on Monday - an instructional day. Go figure. And by the way, yours truly checked the 
academic calendar for USC at http://academics.usc.edu/calendar/. No closure there 
tomorrow. Tried CalTech, too, at http://www.caltech.edu/calendar/academic No closure 
there tomorrow, either. | suppose one interpretation could be that the folks at those 
institutions are not as patriotic as the folks at UCLA. But there might be other 
interpretations. 





Undoubtedly, UCOP might well think it is politically savvy to have an extra holiday at the 
request of a former governor. But how politically savvy is it to have a "day off" from 
instruction at UC when the same day off is not common in the private sector where most 
voters are employed? 

Be that history as it may, we provide a musical selection below for Veterans’ Day - which 
was originally Armistice Day celebrating the end of World War I: 
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When Southern Californians are the Out-of-State 
Students 


Monday, November 12, 2012 


...as much as we enjoy your tuition. Inside 
Higher Ed today has an article about 
Southern California students attending the 
eas U of Oregon. The idea of attracting out-of- 

WELCOME © ©) state students who pay full freight (and thus 
sueme):axeem@m., | subsidize in-state students) is hardly unique 

= a | to UC. UO is doing the same thing. And 

we hgpe you will Me | some folks are saying that the Southern 

es "> Californians recruited by UO are not 

serious academics. You can find the 
posting at: 

http://www. insidehighered.com/quicktakes/ 
2012/11/12/scrutiny-californians-u-oregon 








If you go to that post, you will find a link to a longer article about those Southern 
Californians: 


SoCal students and other out-of-staters come from families who can write a check for 
their children to attend because families on federal grants couldn't assemble the money 
to cover the comparatively steep out-of-state tuition, said Roger Thompson, UO vice 
president for enrollment management. Some of the newcomers are not as serious about 
school as their Oregon classmates who attend college by piecing together federal grants, 
loans and part-time jobs, said a UO junior from Oregon, Brandi Gardner. It’s an attitude, 
Gardner said. “Cs get degrees,” she said. “It’s a pretty popular motto for people who are 
here to get the degree so they can get the job and don’t want to work that hard for it.” The 
saying irritates Gardner and best friend Kristi Carr, a junior also from Oregon who pays 
for school in part by working the front desk at the Econo Lodge on Sixth Avenue... The 
pair said they can see why it’s good for the UO to recruit students from California, 
because they pay three times as much tuition as in-state students and they spend a lot of 
money in the community... 

Full story at http://www.registerguard.com/web/updates/28969094-4 7/students-university- 
oregon-thompson-enrollment.html.csp 

Of course, maybe what has gone wrong is that the Southern Californians aren't used to 
all that Oregon rain: 


Prop 30 Election Post Mortem 
Monday, November 12, 2012 


We know that Prop 30 - the governor's tax initiative - passed with about 54% of the vote. 
But the polls always showed it in a marginal position and losing support towards the end. 
One possible explanation is that Prop 30 always had a plurality of "yes" votes and that 
undecided voters ended up voting yes in sufficient numbers to enact it. 


However, the political number crunchers are now raising questions about whether the 
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pollsters' estimates of "likely voters" were 
biased towards older folks who were less 
positive than younger voters about Prop 30. 
From Dan Walters, Sacramento Bee 
columnist: 


...The Field Poll, California's most 
venerable survey, had calculated in its last 
pre- election poll that Tuesday's voters 
would be 70-plus percent white and mostly 
50-plus years old — just about what it's been 
in recent elections. But an exit poll 
conducted for a consortium of news 
organizations found them to be just 54 percent white and just 36 percent 50 years or 
older. A late-blooming surge of voter registration that was largely young and Democratic 
hinted at the Election Day shift. It happened so late and so suddenly, thanks to a new 
Internet registration system, that Field and other pollsters could not adjust their survey 
samples... 


Full story at http://www.sacbee.com/2012/11/12/4978223/dan-walters-california-saw- 
big.html 


A cautionary note is that while the Field Poll is on the web, the study Walters refers to is 
not. It would be nice to have more detail. For example, since there would have been 
trigger cuts had Prop 30 not passed - including at UC - tuition would have risen. So 
college students had a good reason to turn out. But how many did? 


Update: There is somewhat more detail on the study at: 
http://www.mercurynews.com/education/ci_219761 76/young-voters-turned-tide-browns- 
prop-30 


something to Do on Your "Day Off" - The 
California Economy 


Monday, November 12, 2012 


ROTC installed on UCLA's old Vermont 
Avenue campus in 1920 Yesterday, we 
noted that UCLA is closed for Veterans’ 
Day today (Monday) even though Veterans’ 
Day was on Sunday. We also noted some 
not-so-positive history as to why there is no 
instruction today on UC campuses even 
though it reduces class time and generally 
is harmful to the academic endeavor. And 
we noted that private universities such as 
USC and CalTech find it worthwhile to 





continue instruction today, unlike UC. 
But since you do have a “day off,” albeit thanks to some prior unwise decisions by UCOP, 
we offer some education on the current state of the California economy, courtesy of yours 
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truly — assuming you have an extra 63 minutes to spare. Alternative links are provided 
below: 

Link with slow download or set-up, particular with slower Internet connections (but 
sharper image than the alternative). Also directly at 
http://archive.org/details/CaliforniaT heGoldenState 

Lower quality (faster loading version) in four parts — with the PowerPoint slides not as 
legible as at the link above - at: Part 1: Part 2: Part 3: Part 4: 


UC and Affirmative Action 


Tuesday, November 13, 2012 
The U.S. Supreme Court will be making 


. | decisions on affirmative action in higher ed 
| | admissions soon. UC - despite Prop 209 
! which bans such affirmative action - seems 


to be caught up in the case indirectly due to 
research papers and court submissions 
dealing with the impact of Prop 209. Inside 
Higher Ed today points to a National Bureau of Economic Research working paper on the 
impact of 209 on graduation rates of minorities from UC. It has been contended that 
affirmative action programs create a kind of mismatch between students and institutions. 
The working paper finds that 209, by eliminating mismatch, improved graduation rates at 
UC. It might be noted that one of the four authors (Hotz) was formerly at UCLA. Abstract 
of the paper: 


National Bureau of Economic Research 








Affirmative Action and University Fit: Evidence from Proposition 209Peter Arcidiacono, 
Esteban Aucejo, Patrick Coate, V. Joseph HotzNBER Working Paper No. 18523, 
November 2012 

Proposition 209 banned using racial preferences in admissions at California's public 
colleges. We analyze unique data for all applicants and enrollees within the University of 
California (UC) system before and after Prop 209. After Prop 209, graduation rates of 
minorities increased by 4.4%. We characterize conditions required for better matching of 
students to campuses to account for this increase. We find that Prop 209 did improve 
matching and this improvement was important for the graduation gains experienced by 
less-prepared students. At the same time, better matching only explains about 20% of the 
overall graduation rate increase. Changes after Prop 209 in the selectivity of enrolled 
students explain 34-50% of the increase. Finally, it appears UC campuses responded to 
Prop 209 by doing more to help retain and graduate its students, which explains between 
30-46% of the post-Prop 209 improvement in the graduation rate of minorities. 

Source: http://papers.nber.org/papers/w18523 The actual paper is at 
http://www.nber.org/papers/w18523.pdf The Inside Higher Ed article is at 
http://www. insidehighered.com/quicktakes/201 2/1 1/13/analysis-u-california-and-without- 
affirmative-action 


An earlier post on this blog noted the study on mismatch by Richard Sander of the Law 
School: 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/10/ucla-admissions-controversy.html 


See also our post on the brief submitted to the Supreme Court by UC: 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/08/uc-submits-legal-brief-on- 
affirmative.html 
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Prior to the enactment of Prop 209, the Regents banned affirmative action in admissions 
and contracting at UC. Prop 209 then made the Regents’ ban superfluous and they later 
repealed it. But since Prop 209 remains in force, the repeal had no effect. You can see 
the Regents during the enactment of the ban at: 


Fox & Co. 
Tuesday, November 13, 2012 


Craig Fox The New York Times today has an article 
about the "dream team" of social scientists who 
advised the Obama campaign. One team member 
profiled is Professor Craig Fox of the UCLA 
Anderson School of Management. 


Excerpt: 


Late last year Matthew Barzun, an official with the 
Obama campaign, called Craig Fox, a psychologist 
in Los Angeles, and invited him to a political 
planning meeting in Chicago, according to two 
people who attended the session.“He said, ‘Bring 
the whole group; let’s hear what you have to say,’ ” 
recalled Dr. Fox, a behavioral economist at the 
University of California, Los Angeles.So began an 
effort by a team of social scientists to help their favored candidate in the 2012 
presidential election. Some members of the team had consulted with the Obama 
campaign in the 2008 cycle, but the meeting in January signaled a different direction. “The 
culture of the campaign had changed,” Dr. Fox said. “Before then | felt like we had to sell 
ourselves; this time there was a real hunger for our ideas.” ... Full article at 
http://www.nytimes.com/201 2/1 1/13/health/dream-team-of-behavioral-scientists-advised- 
obama-campaign.html! Fox holds the Ho-su Wu chair at Anderson which was once held 
by yours truly before his retirement. So | will accept any reflected glory entailed. 





13 Was a Lucky Number for UCLA 


Tuesday, November 13, 2012 


Joshua Neidorf, a 13-year-old from Los Angeles, donated $13,000 from bar mitzvah gifts 
and matching funds last week to UCLA's Operation Mend program, which provides 
medical services to wounded military members... 


From the Westwood-Century City Patch: 


http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/photos-/th-grader-donates-13k-to-ucla-program 
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Swaps as Flops? 
Tuesday, November 13, 2012 


From the San Francisco Chronicle: Passing 
Proposition 30 prevented hundreds of millions of 
dollars in near-term cuts to the University of 
California, a laboratory of innovation that fuels our 
state's economy. But now a large part of that lifeline 
might be squandered in payments to Wall Street 
banks, according to a report released Tuesday by 
researchers at UC Berkeley. 


Over the last decade, the UC Board of Regents has 
engaged in risky deals with Wall Street banks called 
interest rate swaps. Banks sold swaps to the 
university and other public institutions as insurance 
against rising interest rates on variable rate bonds. 
Under a swap agreement, borrowers such as the 
university paid a fixed rate to the bank in exchange 
for the bank paying the university a variable rate based on the markets' interest rates for 
borrowing. 

Now these swaps have turned out to be losing bets. UC is taking huge losses because 
interest rates plummeted following the financial crisis of 2008 - allegedly in part because 
of illegal manipulation by the same banks that sold the swaps - and have stayed at record 
lows. Swap deals already have cost UC nearly $57 million, with $200 million more in 
losses anticipated. Of the $250 million UC expects to receive from Prop. 30, some $10 
million a year will go to swaps payments unless the deals are ended... 

All over the country, municipalities, universities and nonprofits fell prey to the swap scam. 
But many of these entities (including the Asian Art Museum of San Francisco and the 
cities of Oakland and Los Angeles) have undertaken aggressive efforts to renegotiate 
their swap agreements. Others are pursuing litigation to hold banks accountable. In 
contrast, the UC Regents so far have taken little action to stem the university's losses... 





Full article at http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/openforum/article/Prop-30-funds-for-UC-will- 
go-to-Wall-Street-4031472.php The article above is written by Adam Goldstein and Jacob 
Habinek who study the economic sociology of financial markets. They are both doctoral 
candidates in the department of sociology at UC Berkeley. 
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The report to which it alludes is at: 
http://publicsociology.berkeley.edu/publications/swapping/swapping.pdf 


Keep in mind - in looking at the report - that when insurance is taken out against a Bad 
Thing happening, there is often a cost. If you have life insurance, you surely hope it turns 
out to be a really bad deal for you in the end. The benefit of life insurance is that if what 
you don't expect to happen does happen, your family will have some protection. So 
losses on insurance are not by themselves scandals. The preamble to the report says 
that students carry the burden of losses in tuition but don't get the benefits. Here is an 
excerpt which gives the flavor: ... UC management has more than doubled the university’s 
debt burden from $6.9 billion in May 2007 to $14.3 billion at the end of 2011. Rather than 
contributing to UC’s core mission, funds have been directed toward more profitable UC 
enterprises like medical centers and attracting out-of-state students. Medical center 
profits have increased steadily to $900 million annually last year. Out-of state enrollment 
has doubled across UC—increasing from 11% to 30% at UC Berkeley... 


Since particular loss dollars or gain dollars cannot be traced to particular purposes, the 
assertion that a particular loss raises tuition is questionable. For example, UC has 
undertaken various financial strategies which benefit the pension fund. The cost of the 
pension is eventually borne by UC and its various entities and could be reflected in tuition 
at some point. So if those costs are mitigated, eventual tuition might be lower. Again, to 
use the life insurance example, did the premiums you pay for such insurance come out of 
your grocery bills’? Or did you reduce your movie going? Or did you buy a cheaper car? 
You really can't say. Generally, in evaluating the performance of those in charge of 
investing funds, you would look at total results since they are likely to do poorly in some 
decisions and better than average in others. 


| am not sure a large fraction of the UC faculty would agree that med centers are not what 
UC has as part of its "core mission." What is UC-SF all about? Bringing in out-of-state 
students is meant as a mechanism to put more money into the overall system to make up 
for state budget cuts. It is hard to see why that endeavor is termed a "profitable UC 
enterprise" or why it isn't seen as a way of holding back tuition increases for state 
residents. What set in motion tuition increases and a shift of capital project support from 
the state to UC was the ongoing California budget crisis. We have not been shy on this 
blog at pointing out risky or wasteful expenditures and managerial deficiencies. 


The report does make a point (noted in the article excerpt above) that some UC losses 
on swaps might be mitigated through litigation. Given the SF Chronicle piece, | suspect 
that UC will now say something about what, if any, litigation strategy it intends to pursue. 


UCLA and the Regents Denied a Stay of the 
Injunction on Selling the... 


Tuesday, November 13, 2012 


Loyal readers of this blog will recall the ongoing attempt by UCLA to sell the Japanese 
Garden that was supposed to be maintained in perpetuity. They will recall that garden 
supporters got an injunction against the sale. UCLA and the Regents asked for a stay of 
the injunction. That request was denied back on October 26. The decision says a stay 
would not "promote the interests of justice." 
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You can read the decision at: 


Open publication - Free publishing - More 
ucla 

Our loyal readers will also recall that we 
have urged UCLA to sit down with those 
who have an interest in preserving the 
Japanese Garden for a discussion of 
alternatives rather than dealing with the 
matter in court. It's but one of our entirely 
reasonable suggestions on this blog that 
goes out in the ether but fails to penetrate Murphy Hall. 





When the Governor Says Freeze (Professional 
school Tuition), the Re... 


Wednesday, November 14, 2012 


In the wake of Prop 30's passage, the 
governor has requested that the 
professional school tuition increases that 
were supposed to be on the Regents’ 
agenda today be frozen. From the LA 
Times: E 


...UC officials dropped consideration of a 
possible 20%, or $2,400, mid-year tuition 
hike for all students after Proposition 30 
prevailed. But remaining on the agenda 
was the separate proposal to raise tuition 
next year for more than 50 graduate and 
professional degree programs in such areas as business, dentistry, law and social work. 
Under the plan, the so-called professional degree supplemental tuition would have 
increased from 1.2% to 35%, depending on the campus and department. Most would 
have been 7% or lower. Those supplemental fees are in addition to the basic $12,192 
tuition. For example, the proposal would have raised the supplemental fee at UCLA's 
graduate business program to $28,052, an increase of $1,626; total tuition for that 
program would have been $40,244 a year. The graduate nursing program at UC Irvine 
would have gone up to $10,440 with the supplemental fee, a $2,700 increase; total tuition 
would have been $22,632 under the plan. According to a UC statement released 
Tuesday, the governor asked for "additional time to allow him to develop a better 
understanding of the policies and methodology" of the graduate and professional school 
charges. 





Full story at: 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-calstate-tuition-20121114,0,2973358.story 


I've heard about the payer of the piper calling the tune. In this case, it is the averter of a 
pay cut (trigger cut) to the piper calling the tune: 
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Listen to Morning Session of UC Regents: 
11-14-12 


Wednesday, November 14, 2012 


Yours truly was not able to record 
yesterday's Regents’ session (Building and 
Grounds committee). However, | did listen 
and record this morning. [The live stream 
seemed to start a few minutes after the 
meeting began. The recording begins in the 
midst of Regents chair Lansing celebrating 
the passage of Prop 30.] A recording by 
yours truly won’t be possible of the session 
tomorrow due to other commitments. But as 
usual, we will request the audios as public 
documents and post them when received. 





At today’s meeting, Governor Brown attended and raised questions at various points. 
Some of the questions were what might be termed “insistent.” That is, the quick answers 
received were followed by more questions. 

The public comment session included complaints about lack of affirmative action at UC. 
Note that Prop 209 is a constraint. The issue of the losses on “swaps” (see our earlier 
post) was raised by one of the Berkeley report’s authors. He raised the litigation issue; 
why isn’t UC trying to litigate to get back some losses? (More on this matter below.) As 
our prior post noted, the Regents took professional tuition increases off the agenda at the 
governor’s request, but there was a statement opposing the increases (which might be 
brought back in the future). Note also the material below on the budget proposal. 
Academic Council chair Powell was pleased that Prop 30 passed but hopes we can now 
have a multiyear agreement with the state which won’t vanish if another budget squeeze 
occurs. He stressed the need to recruit just to replace faculty who leave and noted that 
aging of the existing faculty. 

During the Committee on Finance session, Peter Taylor replied to the Berkeley swap 
report. He termed it inaccurate. He wasn’t here when those agreements were made but 
says a due diligence review of those agreements suggests that compared with the 
alternatives at the time (essentially a fixed rate bond flotation vs. a variable rate with 
swap “insurance’), the swap approach was legitimately seen as best. If you listen 
carefully, he does say that given what actually happened subsequently (a big drop in 
interest rates), it would have worked out better to not have swapped the variable interest 
rate for the fixed rate. He pointed to the insurance aspect of swaps that yours truly noted 
in our earlier post on this issue. (Again, see our earlier post.) It was not clear whether the 
argument that the decision to use swaps was correct viewed from the perspective of what 
was known at the time was his answer as to why litigation is not being pursued. 
Presumably, defendants in such litigation would make the argument that both sides of the 
deal made legitimate calculations from the viewpoint of what risks they were prepared to 
Carry. 

Governor Brown was less interested in the swap issue and more interested in the general 
growth in debt described in the Berkeley report. He kept raising the issue until more detail 
was provided. Basically, the answer given was that the state used to provide financing 
(state bonds, etc.) for UC capital projects but now it doesn’t. Taylor noted that many 
capital projects such as dorms have revenue streams to cover costs. He mentioned 
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seismic upgrades (at least some of which presumably) are in buildings that don’t have 
revenue streams. Nineteen percent of the debt was said to be repayable by the UC 
general fund (some of which is paid by research overhead). Brown seemed not to be 
entirely assuaged by the response. 

[Readers of this blog will note that we have questioned the UCLA hotel project — which 
officially won't cost UCLA anything in terms of debt service based on projected revenue 
from the building. We have noted that the projections may be unrealistic for various 
reasons and, in any case, the ultimate back-up for the risk being taken is in fact other 
Campus resources in some form. In short, simply making an argument that debt service 
will be covered by project revenues is not the same thing as actually having the needed 
revenues when the time comes. Just as the swaps, in retrospect, turned out differently 
than expected when originally made, so — too — can any capital project that depends on 
revenue streams. And ultimately, the campus carries some risk. ] 

When the discussion began to turn to the UC budget plan, the governor questioned a pie 
chart that outlined a series of efficiency initiatives. He was unsure as to exactly what it 
represented. It was noted in the presentation that UC would like help from the governor 
and legislature on pension funding. 

A variety of possible ideas that go back to the retreat session at the September meeting 
of the Regents were mentioned such as turning the parking service over to the pension 
fund as an asset (to help cover the unfunded liability). Another was investing in 
companies that used UC-generated technology. Regents chair Lansing pushed for more 
progress on online education. Others, including Lt. Gov. Newsom, were also impatient 
about UC progress on online education. One of the student reps was not so convinced 
that online education was quite the panacea that some Regents seemed to think. 

Lansing wanted to hear about possibly raising faculty teaching load. (“Teachers teaching 
more,” was her quote.) 

Governor Brownreflected on the discussion of online education. Tradition is a Good Thing 
but UC might be going the way of the Post Office and print newspapers in the face of 
digital developments. The proposed UC budget would increase by 9% and unless there 
are tuition increases the state can’t afford such projections. UC has to assume budget 
squeezes and find new ways to deliver services. Maybe this is more threatening than 
when the Regents faced Angela Davis teaching on a campus. Why can’t the Regents 
have experts come and talk about such matters at the next meeting? Lansing agreed to 
that idea and it was ordered. Lt. Gov. Newsom (if | recognized his voice) seemed to want 
to help design the session. Provost Dorr was criticized for not moving the online matter 
along faster. Chancellor Birgeneau of Berkeley said that in fact we are well engaged in 
online education and that the Regents seem unaware of it. (“We are leading the world.”) 
Gov. Brown pointed out that the Berkeley examples are not for credit. There was back 
and forth about what was for credit and what wasn't. It was decided that the presentation 
for the next meeting will also include what UC is doing now on online education. 

A report on fundraising followed the online discussion. Some kind of Facebook strategy 
was mentioned but not described in detail. Somehow students will be part of this program 
which will raise scholarship money. There was reference to a business partnership 
program, apparently focused on scholarships, too. 

The budget proposal included the tuition increases in professional schools that 
supposedly were taken off the agenda at the request of the governor. Exactly how that 
might be reconciled was not explained. The UC-Riverside med school would be funded. 
President Yudof more or less said the proposal was essentially a wish-list that won’t 
happen. Merced needs buildings and we have to find a way — although Yudof also said 
that he is under no illusion that the state will provide capital resources. Lt. Gov. Newsom 
fretted that when a realistic budget finally appears, it will have big tuition increases. 
Governor Brown seemed to agree with Newsom. Brown calculated that the multiyear 
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equivalent of the budget would require 12% per annum increases from the state which he 
viewed as unrealistic. If it doesn’t come from tuition, the money would have to be some 
kind of “restructuring” and “creative change.” President Yudof said if there is to be a 
tuition hike, it would have to be announced by May. He seemed surprised that there was 
push-back against coming up with a wish-list, admittedly unrealistic budget. 

A question was raised by the Regents as to what would be cut when the wish-list doesn't 
materialize. The answer was essentially that UCOP will come back with a realistic budget 
when that happens. But what would be cut was not specified. Reference was made to 
having a multiyear plan being discussed with the powers-that-be in the state. But there 
would be “metrics” of performance that would have to be part of such a plan. 

When the budget approval was requested, the issue came up about the professional 
tuition increases that supposedly were removed from the agenda. How can you approve 
a budget with those increases? Lansing looked for language that would somehow smooth 
over the problem. She said it is just a plan. Lt. Gov. Newsom was opposed. Gov. Brown 
said it’s always a wish-list. He understands that. So he | abstained. The Regents then 
broke for lunch. 

You can hear the audio at the link below. There is a lot of background noise from the live 
feed. The quality of the audio improves as the meeting continues. 


Good News and Bad News 
Wednesday, November 14, 2012 


The Legislative Analyst's Office (LAO) has 


Figure 2 issued a report on the state budget outlook. 
Forecasted Operating Surpluses Beginning in 2014-15 The good news is above Adding in the 


General Fund and Education Protection Account Combined (In Billions) 


effects of Prop 30 (and 39), in the out-years 
the state begins to run surpluses as shown 
by the rising positive bars on the right side 
of the chart above. Lots of uncertainty, of 
course, about what might happen to the 
underlying economy. It is likely that the 
governor will be making statements, given 
the report, about the need for caution. 
And there is bad news also seen on the 
chart above on the left side or the table 
below. There is a deficit projected - absent 
some policy changes - for 2013-14. So in 
Figure 1 the short term - the time frame for which the 
E Netaman Aimi Aie Takan governor has been promising a "balanced" 
(In Millions, Includes Education Protection Account) budget _ there is not likely to be a shower of 
2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 money on UC. Listen to the audio on our 
prior-year fund balances -$1,285 -$1,885 -$224 | prior post or read the summary there to get 
st lace T SA T mT 95610 96743) & Sense of the governor's attitude. (The 
reserve shown on the top chart has a fixed 
extra margin added to it compared to the 
"fund balance" above.) 
The report itself is at: http://www.lao.ca.gov/reports/201 2/bud/fiscal-outlook/fiscal-outlook- 
2012.pdf 


2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 


Expenditures 87,082 93,950 97,679 


Ending fund balance -$1,885 -$224 -$1,160 


UCLA Faculty Association Blog: Second Half 2012 


Listen to Afternoon Session of the Regents: Nov. 
14, 2012 


Wednesday, November 14, 2012 


The open part of the Regents meeting today after 
lunch was the Committee on Educational Policy 
segment. (Most of the meeting was closed.) The 
meeting began with some discussion of fund raising. 
However, most of the discussion revolved around 
increased enrollment of out-of-state students. It is 
evident the increased number of out-of-staters is 
taking place for budget reasons - since such students 
pay full freight. But UC reps emphasized educational 
benefits such as a more diverse (geographically) 
student body with different perspectives, especially 
with regard to foreign students. 


The top foreign nationalities among the out-of-staters 
were reported to be Chinese, Korean, and students 
from Hong Kong and India. 





There was concern that the foreigners would be disproportionately at Berkeley and 
UCLA. UCLA's chancellor mentioned an eventual target of 18% foreign. Therefore, would 
in-state students be shunted to Merced? Governor Brown - who attended the meeting 
(see our post earlier today on the morning session) - wondered whether undergrads who 
come to UC end up converting themselves into residents after a year. The answer given 
was that as long as they on someone out-of-state's tax return as a dependent, they can't 
be California residents. Brown said that the in-state tuition benefit would far outweigh the 
tax deduction their parents got for a dependent. So why wouldn't they convert to 
California residents? He really didn't get an answer other than it doesn't happen much. 
But the response was somewhat murky because it was also said that foreign students 
can't convert. No one gave a figure on U.S. out-of-staters who convert. Generally, 
however, the Regents seemed to express some unease but in the end thought having 
more out-of-staters was a Good Thing, although with some ill-defined limits. 


You can hear the audio of the open part of the session at the link below: 


Good Taste Prevents Showing the Picture... 


Thursday, November 15, 2012 
...but you can see it at http://tmz.me/Wa8Z1E 
Not sure this complies with the request to be “classy” below: 


http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/ucla-usc-athletic-directors-urge-fans-to-exercise- 
sportsmanship-at-saturday-s-game 
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CSU Pay Trim for Tim 


Thursday, November 15, 2012 


Timothy P. White, California State 
University's incoming chancellor, has 
requested a 10 percent pay cut, saying ina 
letter to trustees, that he hopes the move 
will send a signal that "public higher 
education matters to all of us, and that we 
each must play a part in the rebuilding." 
CSU's board of trustees met today in Long 
Beach to approve White's compensation 
package. He was in line to receive the 
same pay as outgoing Chancellor Charles Reed: a $421,500 salary plus a $30,000 
supplement from CSU foundations. After rounding the pay cut White requested to his 
base salary, he will be paid $380,000 plus the $30,000 supplement.White, 63, comes to 
CSU after four years at the helm of UC Riverside, where his pay in 2011 was $327,200... 





Full story from the Sacramento Bee at 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/201 2/1 1/timothy-white-california-state- 
university.html 


Some UC executives were asked whether they wanted to follow the White example. But 
they said: 


Read more here: http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/201 2/1 1/timothy-white- 
california-state-university.html#storylink=cpy 
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You can guess what grade Peter Taylor gave the 
Berkeley students fo... 


Thursday, November 15, 2012 


Pe 


— 
= 


From the San Francisco Chronicle op ed 
by Peter Taylor, UC chief financial officer: 












The University of California has come 
under criticism for its finance decisions - 
specifically three interest rate "swaps" 
made on funds borrowed over the past 10 
years to expand university medical centers. 
Swaps exist to insulate borrowers such as 
UC from volatile interest rates. They work 
like this: The university borrowed money at 
a variable interest rate, with the payments 
rising and falling with interest rates. It then 
swapped those payments for payments at a fixed rate. Thus, if the interest rate rises, 
then the university pays less than it would have if it had stayed with the original loan. But 
if the interest rate drops, as it has, then the university pays more.Like any public 
institution, UC must not have too much exposure to rising interest rates or it risks coming 
up short for expenses. We are not in the business of gambling with funds entrusted to us 
by taxpayers, students and parents, and patients in our hospitals. But these critics 
unwittingly advocate that UC do just that... 








As much as I love Shakespeare, | don't pretend to be qualified to teach a class on his 
works. Similarly, the students who have criticized the university's policies should 
understand that just because they are in graduate school doesn't mean they are experts 
in everything. Their miscalculations are outrageous. Indeed, if this level of "research" 
were produced for a class on finance, it would merit an "F." 


Full op ed at: 
http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/openforum/article/UC-debt-swaps-avoid-risk-save-money- 
4038641.php 


The full op ed is similar to the analysis provided in earlier posts on this blog. The issue 
came up also in the Regents meeting yesterday morning (also posted on this blog). The 
one point in the Berkeley student swap report not dealt with in the Taylor op ed is the 
question of litigation. In the report, it was noted that some entities that engaged in swap 
transactions are suing over losses. It may be that UC doesn't think it could win such a 
case since it has financial experts such as Taylor on staff and it might be hard to prove 
that UC was somehow hoodwinked. Litigation costs money so filing a suit likely to lose 
would not be wise. However, no one has given that explanation. 


More night traffic problems in the UCLA area 
Thursday, November 15, 2012 
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Traffic Notice Full Closure 


Description 


What: Full closure of Sepulveda Boulevard between Wilshire Boulevard and Church 
Lane/Ovada Place 


When: 10pm - 6am on the nights of Wednesday, November 14th; Thursday, November 
15th; and Friday, November 16th 


Where: Sepulveda Boulevard between Wilshire and Church/Ovada 


Impacts: Sepulveda Boulevard will be closed in both directions. The l-405 off-ramp at 
Montana will be closed from 7pm until 6am each of these nights. 


Mitigation: Southbound Sepulveda traffic will be detoured to SB Church to EB Sunset to 
SB Veteran to WB Wilshire to SB Sepulveda. Northbound Sepulveda traffic will be 
detoured to EB Wilshire to NB Veteran to WB Sunset to NB Church to NB Sepulveda. 
Start Date/Time 

Wednesday, November 14, 2012 - 10:00 PM 

End Date/Time 


Saturday, November 17, 2012 - 6:00 AM 


More Prop 30 Election Post Mortem 
Friday, November 16, 2012 


There has been much discussion as to whether it was the youth vote that ultimately 
passed Prop 30, the governor's tax initiative. Prop 30 had done marginally in the pre- 
election polls and appeared to be slipping. Yet it ultimately passed with 54% of the vote. 
So did this result stem from a surge in youth voters? 
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lt appears that the answer is yes and no. 
The Field Poll now reports that it 
underestimated the youth vote when it 
made its calculation of likely voters. 
Pollsters routinely adjust their samples to 
try and get at who will actually show up on 
Election Day. Field did not anticipate a late 
surge of youth voters. But in examining the 
impact of such voters, it appears that Prop 30 would have passed without the youth 
surge, albeit by a narrower margin. 





An analysis appears in the Sacramento Bee's Capitol Alert blog: 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/201 2/1 1/california-youth-vote-did-not-decide- 
outcome-of-prop-30-field-poll.html 


Young voters certainly disproportionately favored Prop 30. But it was older voters who 
were young at heart that passed it: 


Wishlist budget adopted by Regents 


Friday, November 16, 2012 


As expected, the Regents adopted the budget - which 
the governor on Wednesday termed a wishlist - 
yesterday. The value of adopting a wishlist budget 
which will not be funded as requested was debated on 
Wednesday but adopted by the Committee on Finance 
of the Regents. We posted the audio of that meeting, 
including the governor's comments. 


Yours truly was in transit yesterday and so could not 
record the Regents’ live stream audio. We will, as usual, 
request the recording as a public document and post it 
when received. (And [sigh] again we ask why the 
Regents audios are not archived by their office. Why 
only a live stream which vanishes?) 





The LA Times carries the story: Two UC campuses 
received important endorsements Thursday for long-stalled projects: a new medical 
school at Riverside and a major classroom building at Merced. The UC regents included 
a proposed $15 million to help run the medical school and $45 million for the Merced 
building in their 2013-14 budget request to the governor and Legislature. The regents 
said they were more optimistic than in the past about their chances since state tax 
revenues are improving... 


Full article at http://www.latimes.com/health/la-me-1116-uc-regents- 
20121116,0,5719809.story 


| suspect the attitude of the state will be that we give you X dollars and if you want to 
spend them on, say, a Riverside med school or a Merced building, go right ahead. 
However, the governor warned that the proposed budget in total, projected out into the 
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future, assumed allocations from the state of a magnitude that would not be forthcoming. 


Despite the warning, | suppose wishing can't hurt: 


But wishing might not help, either. 


Thanks to the Beverly Hills Courier for Covering 
Our Coverage of th... 


Saturday, November 17, 2012 


UCLA Fails In Latest Attempt To Sell 
Hannah Carter Japanese Garden 


that we have urged UCLA to sit down 


By Laura Coleman 


On Tuesday, the UCLA Faculty As- 
sociation took to its blog to express its 
continuing disappointment with the 
University’s failure to discuss solutions 
to preserving the Hannah Carter Japan- 


ese Garden. 


“Our loyal readers will also recall 


HANNAH CARTER 


(continued from page 
our entirely reasonable sugges- 
tions on this blog that goes out 
in the ether but fails to pene- 
trate Murphy Hall.” 

While the Association has 
taken no official position on 
the issue, UCLA Professor 
Emeritus Dan Mitchell, who 
authored the post, said UCLA 
has a tendency to blunder into 
situations which could be 


avoided with a bit of common 
sense. 

“We do think that UCLA 
could have handled this matter 
much better, however, simply 
by sitting down with groups in- 
terested in the garden who are 
now suing,” he told The Couri- 
er. “We think that the universi- 
ty by going about it the way it 
did created the grounds for liti- 
gation that could have been 
foreseen.” 

The post comes on the 


with those who have an interest in pre- 
serving the Japanese Garden for a dis- 
cussion of alternatives rather than deal- 
ing with the matter in court,” the Asso- 
ciation blog post states. “It's but one of 


(see ‘HANNAH CARTER’ page 13) 


heels of UCLA's latest setback 
in its attempt to sell the 1.5- 
acre garden when on Oct, 26 
L.A. Superior Court Judge Lisa 
Hart Cole denied the universi- 
tys motion to postpone current 
litigation until its appeal to a 
preliminary injunction prevent- 
ing them from selling the gar- 
den could be heard in the 
Court of Appeals. 

On Jul. 27 Cole issued a 
preliminary injunction enjoy- 
ing the UC Regents from selling 





the garden pending a definitive 
ruling on the lawsuit filed by 
the heirs of Hannah Carter to 
permanently halt the Regents 
from selling the parcel they 
contractually agreed to “main- 
tain in perpetuity” in 1982. The 
trial is scheduled for May and 
the Court of Appeals is unlikely 
tu hear the University’s appeal 
before August 2013. 

Cole has repeatedly said 
the university behaved in a 
“duplicitous” manner by failing 


to notify Hannah Carter's heirs 
in 2010 when the Regents peti- 
tioned the Attorney General in 
Alameda County Superior 
Court to sell the Garden, 

The garden and adjacent 
residence were willed to the 
University by former UC Re- 
gent Edward Carter in 1964 
and had been listed for sale by 
Coldwell Banker for a total of 
$14.7 million. 





Saturday, November 17, 2012 


LAB FIRE CHARGES FILED 


LLA PROFESSOR CHARGED 


j 
f 


am 


kz 
l sad 


Patrick Harran 





Beverly Hills Courier, Nov. 16, 2012, pp. 5, 
13. Click on images above to enlarge. Full 
edition of the Courier is at: 


http://issuu.com/bhcourier/docs/111612fiss 
ue 


Hearing on UCLA Chemistry Fire Case 


Apparently, the trial of UCLA Prof. Patrick 
Harran is under way although it is receiving 
limited media coverage. Readers of this 
blog will Know that the case stemmed from 
a lab accident in which a student assistant, 
Sheharbano "Sheri" Sangji, was killed. At 
one time the Regents were also charged 
but they were dropped form the case by the 
DA. We have suggested that in this case 
and another involving a faculty member, the 


DA is overreaching in what should be a civil case. UCLA agrees and is providing legal 
defense for Prof. Harran, Coverage can be found in the Westwood-Century City Patch at: 
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http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/hearing-begins-for-ucla-prof-charged-in-lab-death- 
case 

...Harran was charged last December along with the Regents of the University of 
California. On July 27, criminal charges against the UC regents were dismissed as the 
result of an "enforcement agreement" that called for corrective measures. Sangji—who 
was not wearing a lab coat—suffered second- and third-degree burns as she was 
transferring a highly flammable chemical agent, tert- Butyllithium, when it spilled from a 
syringe and onto her hands, arms and body and ignited, according to the agreement 
between the District Attorney's Office and the UC regents. Harran's attorney told 
reporters earlier this year that Sangji's death was an "unspeakable tragedy." 


"... What happened in that laboratory was an accident, not a crime," O'Brien said in July. 
"While we all wish this terrible tragedy had not occurred, there is no reasonable 
explanation for this prosecution and it's been flawed from the start." Harran faces four 
and a half years in prison if convicted of the charges, according to the District Attorney's 
Office. 


Why Prop 30 Will Not Be a Windfall for UC 
Sunday, November 18, 2012 


The chart above from the Center on 


Budget and Policy Priorities suggests that 


INCOME INEQUALITY HAS GROWN IN CALIFORNIA 


A Lost Decade for SS Low-and Inequality Worsening Since California pans States th e state i S i S O Ci a | We Ifa re £ fu n cti O n S Wi | | 


the 1970s with Highest Income 
nequality 


Middle-Income Households 


take a growing share of the budget. [Click 
on the chart to enlarge and make clearer.] 
Those functions were very limited at the 
time of the Master Plan's adoption. Since 
that time, they have tended to crowd out 
eset tlh menge pe UC's share of the state budget. Ultimately, 


20 
percent of households and 5.3 times as large as the 


NPETE ý me omen wr that is why the governor cautioned UC 
about its wishlist budget at the most recent 
Regents meeting. 








You can find the report from which the chart above was taken at: 
http://www.cbpp.org/cms/index.cfm?fa=view&id=3860 


Gov. Brown on UC online education & budget 


Sunday, November 18, 2012 


Last Wednesday, we posted the audio of the UC Regents meeting of that day which 
Governor Brown attended as an ex officio Regent. We noted in that posting that he 
pushed for UC to move into online education. And he indicated that without such a shift in 
the "paradigm," UC could not receive enough funding from the state to prevent continued 
increases in tuition. For the convenience of blog readers, below is an excerpt from that 
meeting in which these views are expressed by Governor Brown: 
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Traffic Problems in Going There 


Monday, November 19, 2012 


The Westwood-Century City Patch lists road closings 
and obstructions in the UCLA area today related to the 
405 project: 





e Sepulveda BI reduced to one lane each direction near Constitution. 
e Sepulveda BI reduced near Constitution. 
e Sepulveda BI reduced near Cashmere St (east of Sepulveda BI). 
e Sepulveda BI reduced from Bronwood to Church, 6 am to 2:30 pm. 
e Sepulveda BI reduced from Moraga to Church and near Ovada. 
e Sepulveda BI reduced to one lane each direction from Montana to Church. 
e Homedale fully closed from Sepulveda BI to Thurston, 6 am to 2:30 pm. 
e Ovada fully closed from Sepulveda BI to Acanto. 
e Sepulveda BI reduced to one lane each direction from Getty Center Dr to Moraga 
Dr. 
e Sepulveda BI reduced to one lane each direction from south of Skirball Center Dr to 
Mission Dump. 
In addition, there were demonstrations this past weekend which may well continue on 
and off at the Federal Building on Wilshire and Sepulveda related to the Israel-Gaza 
conflict. 


Full article at http://centurycity.patch.com/announcements/metro-monday-morning- 
afternoon-closures-26bd8a4e 
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There are all kinds of waves to examine... 
Monday, November 19, 2012 


...but the exam below at Anderson today 
was more wavy than usual: 
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More on the Harran Case Hearing 
Tuesday, November 20, 2012 


The LA Daily News carries a story about 
the hearing concerning the fatal lab fire in 
2008 for which the local DA is holding 
Professor Patrick Harran criminally 
responsible. A possible four-year prison 
sentence is involved. As we have noted in 
past blog postings, the Regents were at 
one time charged along with Prof. Harran 
Patrick Harran but have been dropped from the case. 
UCLA legal counsel believes that this 
matter is being overcharged by the DA for whatever reasons and is providing his 
defense. We have also noted that the DA has charged another UCLA professor in a 
totally-unrelated case, possibly hoping to pressure some kind of settlement in the Harran 
case. 


LAB FIRE | 
UCLA PROPES SOR CHARGED 





The story can be found at: 
http://www.dailynews.com/ci_22029733/08-ucla-lab-fire-may-spark-charges 


It might be noted that a new DA was recently elected. Perhaps when she takes office, this 
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case might get a re-examination. Profile: 


http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-adv-jackie-lacey-20121118,0,5157805.story 


Update: There do seem to be some reshuffles going in the DA's office adverse to those 
identified with the old regime there. Whether that means anything for this case, | have no 


idea: 


http://blogs.laweekly.com/informer/201 2/1 1/sharon_matsumoto_das_office.php 


The Cultural Landscape Foundation Lists UCLA 
Japanese Garden as Amo... 


Tuesday, November 20, 2012 


The Cultura Landscape Foundati n's 2012 Landslide a 
LANDSCAPE AND PATRONAGE 


The simplicity effected by the Japanese garden is therefore 
complicated in design and execution. Itis nature: itis artistic. It is 
impressionistic, symbolic, and mystic. Itis delicate, and yet it has 
strength. —con ciwo 





The Cultural Landscape Foundation 
included the Hannah Carter Japanese 
Garden on its "Landslide 2012" listing of 
endangered landscapes which appeared 
on Nov. 14. As readers of this blog will 
know, UCLA's attempt to sell the garden 
with no guarantee that it will be preserved 
has been enjoined. 


There is a long history which goes back to 
a gift to UCLA of the garden by former 
Regents chair Edward Carter with the 


university promising to maintain the garden in perpetuity. You can find background on 
this blog by searching under "Japanese Garden." We have urged the university to sit 
down with garden supporters and landscape groups rather than pursue litigation. 
"Mediation" (something one does to avoid court battles) and "meditation" (Something one 
does in a garden) are separated by only a few letters of the alphabet. Perhaps that 
similarity might be seen as a guide to university legal strategy. And perhaps someone in 
Murphy Hall might meditate over the mediation suggestion over the upcoming 


Thanksgiving holiday. 


Information on the Cultural Landscape Foundation can be found at http://tclf.org/. 


The Landslide 2012 listing of endangered sites is at: 
http://tclf.org/annual-spotlight/landslide-2012-landscape-and-patronage 


The specific listing for the Japanese Garden is at: 
http://tclf.org/sites/default/files/microsites/landscape-patronage/hannah-carter-japanese- 


garden.html 
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Would it work for UC? 
Wednesday, November 21, 2012 


We have noted in prior posts that the Regents (with a 
push from Gov. Brown) are interested in promoting online 
education at UC. A somewhat different model is noted 
today in a brief article in Inside Higher Ed. Online 
education, even if aimed at a mass audience, is often (not 
always) a pre-recorded program. That is, something is put 
online and students access it at their convenience 
individually. The article in Inside Higher Ed reports that 
Yale, Columbia, and Cornell are using video conferencing 
(so it's live and at a fixed time) for small courses (capped 
at 12 students in less popular languages. Languages 
taught or to be taught include Romanian, Dutch, Zulu, and 
others. You can find the article at: 
http://www. insidehighered.com/quicktakes/201 2/1 1/21/col 
umbia-cornell-yale-collaborate-languages 





Yours truly regularly does an online video 
conference call with a systemwide Senate 
group roughly the size of the small classes 
described above. Presumably, the 
participants in the language courses see 
each other (so up to 13 images at once). If 
that is what is being done by the three 
universities, to be used in a class, their 
technology would have to be a lot better 
than the system used for my conference 
Calls. 

And can you see me? 





Lawsuit against Prop 13's 2/3 requirement 
reported rejected 


Wednesday, November 21, 2012 


Charles Young The Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association (HJTA) has reported this 
afternoon via its email service that the lawsuit filed by former UCLA Chancellor Charles 
Young to overturn the 2/3 tax increase requirement in Prop 13 of 1978 has been rejected 
by the California Supreme Court. So far, no other news source has so reported: 


The California Supreme Court has refused to hear a challenge to significant aspects of 
Proposition 13, prosecuted by former UCLA Chancellor Charles Young... Earlier this 
year, the 2nd District Court of Appeal agreed with attorneys representing the Howard 
Jarvis Taxpayers Association that Young’s suit challenging the constitutionality of 
Proposition 13 lacks merit... After the Court of Appeal affirmed HJTA's victory, Young 
returned to... the Supreme Court, and he has again been rejected... 
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Although the email contains a link to the HJTA website, 
as yet the message in the email is not reprinted there. If 
there is a confirmation from another news source, the 
update will appear on this blog. 


UPDATE: Here is a confirmation from another source: 
http://www.metnews.com/articles/2012/conf112112.htm 


When You Think About the UC Budget This 
Thanksgiving... 


Thursday, November 22, 2012 





...remember that things could be worse. 


BANKRUPTCY AUCTION Happy Holiday! And if you are driving 


December 13 » 11 AM somewhere today, drive carefully: 
aranna. ainan We Ti LAPL collection 


a. 


Former Lon Morris College Campus 
on 112% Acres 


. 50K+sf of Lecture Halls + Athletic Complex & Fields 
. 95K+sfof Dormitories » Offered in Packages & as One 


Auction Location: 
McKool Smith, PC., 300 Crescent Cr, 12th Foor, Dallas, TX 


AmeriBid.com 877-895-7077 
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UCLA Advertises Its Conference Facilities and 
Notes that the Events... 


Friday, November 23, 2012 


UCLA Hospitality and Catering has a 
Facebook page with videos advertising its 
facilities for conferences. 
http://www.facebook.com/uclameetings Ther 
e is no mention of such conferences being 
required to have a UCLA connection. For 
example, one video touts the attraction by 
UCLA Hospitality and Catering of a meeting 
of the Southern California Chapter of 
Meeting Planners International (MPI), a 
trade group of event planners. The group’s 








website describes its mission: 

MPISCC is a member centric organization focusing on professional development for the 
meetings and events industries. Established in 1979, MPISCC is recognized as an 
award-winning chapter with approximately 700 members serving the Santa Barbara, 
Palm Springs, Las Vegas, and greater Los Angeles areas. As a volunteer organization, 
MPISCC relies on its members to craft, guide, and direct the local meetings industry in 
support of MPPs overall vision and mission. Source: http://mpiscc.org/about/mission/ We 
note for the umpteenth time that the planned UCLA Hotel-Conference Center cannot take 
commercial business. And we continue to note the various tax problems that arise if 
UCLA competes for commercial events with hotels and other private enterprises. Of 
course, the Regents were advised not to worry about such matters when they approved 
the hotel project. We advise the opposite. 

Below is the video in which the MPI rep says they are trying to show their members 
different conference facilities in the LA area and that UCLA does not confine its 
conferences to those that are “education based”: 


1959 Photo: Then-Senator John F. Kennedy 
Speaks at Royce Hall 


Friday, November 23, 2012 


Yesterday was the anniversary of the 
assassination of President Kennedy in 
1963. 
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Harvard Cooking 
Friday, November 23, 2012 


For those who, on the day after 
Thanksgiving, still have their minds into 
food - and for those interested in online 
education - we note the existence of the 
Harvard cooking class which seems to be a 
MHAE P Brenner oe n sr a| collaboration of cuisine and research. One 


GLOVER PROFESSOR OF APPLIED MATHEMATICS AND 


iy Harvare 
APPLIED PHYSICS AT HARVARD a 45,544 views . . . 
| E episode is below: 


Food and Science | Lecture 1 (2012) 
deos Y 


BH HARVARD © subscribe 887 vi 


More coverage of UCLA hospitality service's 
marriage with commercia... 


saturday, November 24, 2012 


Yesterday, we noted that UCLA seems to 
be using its conference facilities in ways 
that are explicitly not linked to educational 
functions. How about a wedding? No 
mention of research, education, or even a 
UCLA connection in the video below taken 
from the Facebook page (above). 
http://www.facebook.com/uclameetings As 
we have noted (over and over), the planned 
UCLA hotel is not allowed to take 
commercial business. Lots of tax issues 
have been raised about the hotel but the Regents were told not to worry. At wedding 
ceremonies, the tradition is to ask whether anyone has any objection to the marriage. If 
we keep going down the commercial path, particularly with the hotel, the objection may 
come from the IRS. 

Of course, if the Regents aren't worried, and UCLA isn't worried, why should we worry? 





UC-R Students’ Tuition Plan: Media Coverage 
But Lack of UC Enthusiasm 


saturday, November 24, 2012 


UC administrator? UC Regent? 

Blog readers may recall that some UC-Riverside students came up with a proposal to 
have “free” tuition at UC in exchange for a tax on graduates’ future incomes. This idea 
has actually been around for some time but more typically at the federal level, i.e., a 
program involving all universities. 

There are a variety of issues such as the lack of a cash flow immediately until the future 
graduates begin being taxed. If such a plan were done only for one university system in 
one state, there are enforcement issues. How would the tax be collected from graduates 
who moved out of state and didn’t pay California income tax? Could there be federal 
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cooperation? 
Deep inside you know you're him. In short, the idea applied just to UC is not a 
| | simple proposal. Nonetheless, the Regents 
claimed — when the Riverside proposal first 
surfaced — to be interested. But at their 
September retreat when all sorts of unusual 
ideas were batted around (e.g., give the 
parking services to the pension fund), | 
don't recall that the Riverside plan came up 
for discussion. 
ASES The Riverside Press-Enterprise has some 
iii d coverage of the plan in its latest incarnation 
and says that UC has “participated” in 
looking at the plan but it does not seem have lent much support: 
...Although UC officials have participated in those discussions, they say they have not 
been convinced that the plan is viable. In March, the student group issued a revised 
proposal, addressing some of the initial questions surrounding the idea. The 5 percent 
that would come out of graduates’ paychecks would apply only to those making more 
than $30,000 annually, and it would be applied only to the first $200,000 in yearly 
income... 
“Frankly, it doesn’t seem like a viable option for UC right now,” (UC spokesperson Steve) 
Montiel said. “It's something we've looked at, but it’s hard to see how it could be done 
with a single university (system).” Montiel said if UC schools were the only ones offering 
such a pay model, they very well might be flooded by applicants from across the country, 
particularly those in lower-paying fields. He said officials also are concerned about the 
logistics of being able to collect from graduates. It would require the involvement of the 
federal government... 
Full story at http://www.pe.com/local-news/riverside-county/riverside/riverside-headlines- 
index/20121121-riverside-uc-students-push-their-idea-to-do-away-with-tuition.ece 
A video accompanies the story: 





Your California students will be able to sign their 
names... 


sunday, November 25, 2012 


Penmanship class ...out your out-of-state 
students that UCLA is recruiting may not. 


From the LA Daily News: The pen may not 
be as mighty as the keyboard these days, 
but California and a handful of states are 
not giving up on handwriting entirely. 
Bucking a growing trend of eliminating 
cursive from elementary school curriculums 
or making it optional, California is among 
the states keeping longhand as a third- 
grade staple... 





Full story at http://www.dailynews.com/breakingnews/ci_22061429/california-is- 
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——— = 4 preserving-penmanship-digital-age 


Panu Á k . RANI | Being able to sign one's name does seem 


like a worthwhile skill for a college student 
<r ~ to have, at least to your blogmeister. 


Sincerely, 


Crowded market for out-of-state students? 
Monday, November 26, 2012 


You may have overlooked this ad that appeared in yesterday's 
LA Times. But seeing it now should remind you (and those 
seeking out-of-state students for UC for budgetary reasons), that 
UC is not the only player in the out-of-state student marketplace. 
ASU is clearly trying to attract Californians by placing such an ad 
in a Los Angeles newspaper. And other players will be coming 
along. 





Not all campuses of UC have equal weight in the out-of-state 
market, of course. But the market is getting crowded, is it not? 








From Our Good Ideas from All Over Department: 
Empty Dorms 


Monday, November 26, 2012 


Inside Higher Ed today pointed me to an 
article in the Denver Post (excerpt) : 


Since the University of Colorado's Boulder 
and Colorado Springs campuses began 
segregating dorms for students with valid 
concealed-carry permits this year, not a 
single student has asked to live where guns 
are allowed. On Aug. 16, CU announced 
that both campuses would establish a 
residential area for students over age 21 
| with a permit to hold a concealed handgun. 
In all other dormitories, guns are banned. "So far, no one has moved," CU spokesman 
Ken McConnellogue said... 





Full story at http://www.denverpost.com/news/ci_22056373/no-students-move-following- 
cu-dorm-segregation-gun 
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Insider Higher E d summary a t 
http://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2012/11/26/gun-dorms-arent-attracting- 
students-colorado 

Such a surprise that no one wants to live there. Surely someone will want to give it a 
shot. 


If you have to drive on Sepulveda near UCLA, all 
we can say is... 


Monday, November 26, 2012 


Motorists navigating through Sepulveda 
Pass will have even less room to maneuver 
this week, as Sepulveda Boulevard is 
severely crimped next to the San Diego 
(405) Freeway. Contractors working on the 
more than $1 billion freeway reconstruction 
and widening effort need to regrade 
Sepulveda Boulevard between Montana 
Avenue and Church Lane, the stretch of 
road generally north of the Veterans' 
Cemetery and below the Sunset Boulevard 
overpass... Beginning at 9 a.m. Monday 
and lasting for seven days, Sepulveda 
Boulevard will lose half its capacity as workers limit it to just one lane in each direction. 
And even those remaining two lanes of Sepulveda Boulevard will be closed to all traffic 
between 9 p.m. and 6 a.m., starting Monday night. The adjacent 405 freeway lanes are 
the nearest detour."Head for the 405, or head for the hills," joked Metro spokesperson 
Kim Upton... Full story at http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/sepulveda-boulevard-to- 
lose-half-its-capacity-this-week 





Special Regents Meeting Tomorrow 
Monday, November 26, 2012 


The Regents are having a special meeting 
tomorrow, apparently to approve pay 
packages for the new chancellor at 
Berkeley and the acting chancellor at 
Riverside. Yours truly cannot record the 
meeting due to other commitments. 
However, as usual, we will request the 
audio and post it when it becomes 
available. The agenda is at 
http://regents.universityofcalifornia.edu/reg 
meet/nov2/.html 





New Berkeley chancellor bio at: 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/article/28634 
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New Riverside acting chancellor bio at: 
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/article/28698 


Rice on Health: Event Sponsored by the Emeriti 
Assn. 


Monday, November 26, 2012 


Tom Rice Thomas Rice, Professor, 
Department of Health Services, UCLA 
School of Public Health. “U.S. Health 
Policy: Prospects After Recent Elections” 

Day/Date/Time/Place: Thursday, Dec. 6, 
Hacienda Room of the Faculty Center. 

An informal reception with light 
refreshments will begin at 1:00 p.m. The 
presentations begin at 1:30 and will allow 
opportunity for questions and discussion. 
Professor Rice is a health economist who received his doctorate in Economics from UC- 
Berkeley. His research focuses on problems inherent in competition and markets in 
health care. He has conducted studies on how large numbers of Medicare prescription 
drug plans affects the quality of choices made by Medicare beneficiaries. Author of The 
Economics of Health Care Reconsidered, Third Edition. Prof. Rice was elected to the 
Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences in 2006. 

We have seen major events, including the election of President Obama, the belabored 
passage of the Affordable Care Act, hailed as a major accomplishment by some, 
despised by others as “Obamacare” and leading to Republican congressional victories in 
2010, the Supreme Court decision upholding the major parts of the Act, and the heated 
debates on health care as we approached the 2012 presidential election. Issues ahead 
now are (a) the goal of universal coverage, (b) cost containment in the context of federal 
budget deficits, (c) the future of Medicare, (d) the goal of improved quality and efficiency, 
and (e) questions of financing. 

Professor Rice will help us understand these issues and give a sense of what we might 
expect in the future. There will also be two discussants: Professor Gerald Kominski 
(Public Health) and Professor Allison Hoffman (School of Law). 





Listen to Regents Meeting of Nov. 13, 2012 
Monday, November 26, 2012 


The UC Board of Regents, Committee on Grounds and Building met on the afternoon of 
Nov. 13, 2012. On the agenda were public comments, approval of the UC capital budget 
plan, discussion of a long term plan for student housing at UC-Santa Barbara, and design 
approval of a $118.6 million faculty office building project at UC-San Francisco. 


Two speakers in the public comments session referred to out-of-state students although 
exactly what was being suggested was unclear. 


The capital budget is a wishlist of projects that it would be nice if the state funded through 
general obligation bonds. However, given the governor's concern about the state's "wall 
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of debt," that seems unlikely for the most 
part. There is some receptivity toward 
seismic upgrades. 


There was discussion of a long-term 
housing plan for students at Santa Barbara. 
One regents suggested that housing might 
be handled more efficiently through a 
public-private partnership of some kind. 
Campus reps from Santa Barbara said that 
the housing the campus provides is 40% 
cheaper than in the private market for 
students. This discussion was followed by 





design approval the UC-SF office building. 


We note, as we have before, that the Regents typically approve large projects - such as 
the UC-SF building - without having the capability of independent auditing or of 
verification that what was promised is what was delivered after the fact. 


You can hear the meeting (under one hour) at the link below: 


silliness Insider 
Monday, November 26, 2012 


Publish first; ask questions later.UCLA a 
BUSINESS aS PRET A 
[INSIDER MET R i Dangerous Campus? Don't Believe It 


UCLA Newsroom, November 21, 2012 
TEE Mast Dangerous Golegusse America T UCLA is a very safe campus located in a 
a i a atoote zm mrm ea aam famously low-crime area of Los Angeles. 
oo You wouldn’t know this from a story on the 
website Business Insider that runs under 
the misleading headline, The 25 Most 
Dangerous Colleges In America. 
The story puts UCLA at the top of the list. 
That erroneous claim came as a shock at 
UCLA, especially to the officials who report 
crime statistics to the FBI every year, as do most campuses. They knew immediately that 
the story was way off. It got us wondering how Business Insider could get it so wrong. 
It turns out that what Business Insider reports as "crimes on college campuses" is not that 
at all. The statistics used by the website use crime reports taken by University of 
California police based at UCLA. Problem is, UCLA police take crime reports from a wide 
area: the campus itself, the neighboring residential and business districts of Westwood, 
West Los Angeles and beyond, and from UCLA medical centers and clinics around Los 
Angeles County, which has a population of more than nine million people. The statistics 
cited by Business Insider paint a picture of a much larger urban area than just the 
campus. 
Westwood, where UCLA is located, consistently ranks as one of the communities most 
free of crime in all of Los Angeles County. The Los Angeles Times publishes analyses of 
serious crimes and, for the latest six-month period, notes that Westwood has one of the 
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region's lowest rates of violent crime — 186th out of 209 communities mapped, many of 
them small rural enclaves. That’s the reality in UCLA’s neighborhood... 

Complete media release at http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/ucla-a-dangerous- 
campus-don-t-241068.aspx 

One of the contemporary problems in journalism today is that it's easy to get access to all 
kinds of data and publish them - thanks to the Internet - without knowing what they mean. 
A shocking headline can go viral and attract "eyeballs" to your website, so the temptation 
is to publish first and ask questions later. 

Anyway, perhaps Business Insider might ask Inspector Clouseau to investigate further: 


Social Security Estimator Available 


Tuesday, November 27, 2012 


, Faculty who are getting up there in years 
meee" may find it useful to estimate what they will 
En receive in Social Security from the website 
How The Retrament Estate Works Seem) above at h ttp://www.ssa.gov/estimator/. 


The Retirement Estimator gives estimates based on your actual Social Security earnings 


record. Please keep in mind that these are just estimates. We can't provide your actual { . C= N O t Ss t h at S O m e O | d t i m e rs O p t e d O u t of 


benefit amount until you apply for benefits. And that amount may differ from the 
estimates provided because: 





Related Information 


Eaa Social Security when the Regents joined 


nings may in 
e After you sta s What is the best age to start receiving i Ş 
e Your estimated benefits are based on current law. The law governing benefit amounts may retirement benefits? th e fe d e ral S ste Mm a n d th at th e we b S | te WI | | 
ange because, by 2033, the payroll taxes collected will be enough to pay only about 75 E 
Other Things To Consider 
ents for each dollar of scheduled benefits. 


‘a | not be applicable for them. You can receive 
See! Social Security starting at age 62. If you 

wait, your benefits will increase. (But - and 
we hate to remind you of this existential fact - the fewer months you will have to receive 


those benefits.) 


Who Can Use The Retirement Estimator 








And a little music while you work on your estimates: 


The Westwood Tree Issue Continues 
Tuesday, November 27, 2012 


We have previously noted the issue 
Surrounding the proposed removal of 
certain trees from Westwood near UCLA. 
From the Westwood-Century City Patch 
today: 


Days after the city OK'd the Westwood 
Village Improvement Association's request 
to remove 18 trees in the area, the 
Westwood Community Council urged the 
preservation of as many trees as possible. 
The council last week passed a resolution to support the preservation of mature 
Westwood Village trees and called on the Westwood Business Improvement District, 
managed by the WVIA, to save as many trees as possible as it embarks on a sidewalk 
repair and replacement project... 





Full story at http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/community-council-calls-on-bid-to-save- 
village-trees 
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Too much eagerness to remove the trees? 


Follow-Up on Today's Special Regents Meeting 


Tuesday, November 27, 2012 


We noted yesterday that there would be a 
special Regents meeting today to approve 
pay packages for the new chancellor of 
Berkeley and the new acting chancellor at 
Riverside. Also noted was the fact that 
yours truly could not record the live-stream 
of the meeting and so the posting of the 
audio would have to await our usual public 
documents request. However, | am told 
there were three votes against the Berkeley 
salary of $486,800: the governor, the 
lieutenant governor, and Regent Zettel. We will post updates. And we again ask why the 
Regents' office, since it has recordings of the meetings, does not post an archive of them. 





UPDATE: http:/www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-uc-pay-20121128,0,1435780.story 


More traffic woes tonight 
Wednesday, November 28, 2012 


If traffic were not bad enough near UCLA given the 
problems on Sepulveda Boulevard this week (See our 
earlier posting), now comes this: The Sunset bridge 
will be closed tonight 10 pm until 6 am tomorrow. (It 
also happened last night but yours truly did not get the 
word until this morning.) 


While you are stuck, you can think about happier 
traffic days: 
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Listen to Regents Meeting of Nov. 15, 2012 
Wednesday, November 28, 2012 


Now that the audio file has arrived, we are 
catching up with the parts of the mid- 
November Regents meeting not previously 
posted (not to be confused with the special 
meeting held yesterday). Below is a link to 
the final day of the mid-November meeting. 


During the public comment period, there 
were complaints about tuition increases 
and budget cuts. There was more about the 
swap deals - see earlier posts on this 
matter - in which UC swapped a variable 
interest rate for a fixed one. As it turned 
out, interest rates fell so that the 
TENT "insurance" against a rise in rates provided 
Eaa | by the fixed rate swap would have been 
Prop 30 Gains Report Says m i better in hindsight not to have taken out. 
But - as we have pointed out and the 
university pointed out in response to the 
student report - insurance is often a bad 
deal in the sense that the contingency 
insured against does not occur. (My life 
insurance over the years has been costly and - as it turned out - a bad deal for me since | 
am here typing this message.) The lasting effect of the student swap report is that it has 
disappeared from the media (as of this writing) except from the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers 
Assn. website (see the screenshot below): 
There is some irony in the report ultimately appealing only to those on the political right. 


My sense is that by Nov. 15, the authors realized the report had a "problem" so the 
complaint during the public comment period was mainly that the Regents should litigate 
to try and recover some of the lost money. It would be nice if the university did respond to 
the litigation issue, although it may be that legal counsel doesn't think there would be a 
case. (I would have little chance through litigation in getting my life insurance premiums 
refunded because | am still here.) But why not say so, if that is the reason? 


There were also complaints about an actuarial report on the pension indicating that the 
expected return should be raised to 8% from the current 7.5% (which would lower the 
unfunded liability). It was noted in subsequent regental discussion that pension funds 
presently are dropping their expected future returns if they are above 7.5% and that the 
governor and others think 7.5% may be too high. Since the report was done for 
AFSCME, the university reps said they would look at it in the context of collective 
bargaining on the pension. 


In any event, some time after the public comment period ended (about an hour and ten 
minutes into the meeting), a demonstration over the various complaints erupted and the 


room was cleared. 


There were reports on student health centers and a proposed Davis med center 
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partnership with a local nonprofit hospital which was said to be a way to lower costs. A 
DOE lab report featured a presentation with a video on the Mars landing. (It was after we 
landed on Mars that the demonstration reported above erupted. The timing was unclear 
to yours truly; such demonstrations usually occur after the public comment period. 
Regents are from Mars; demonstrators are from Venus?) 


The Haas management school at Berkeley asked for approval of a plan to spin off its 
extension-style (non-credit) executive ed programs into a separate entity which would be 
more flexible than allowed under university rules, make a profit, and contribute its profits 
to the academic side of the school. Apparently, the Berkeley academic senate approved 
the plan. There were some questions by regents as to what exactly the flexibility (in hiring 
and pay, apparently) entailed but the plan was approved. 


Reports on the retirement program followed. The pension was reported to be 77% funded 
on a market basis. The totally-unfunded retiree health program's unfunded liability was 
reported to be unchanged from last year. Finally, there appears to be a push at the 
Regents to get more money out of technology transfers. A regental committee is being 
set up to pursue that goal. 


A link to the the audio is below: 


Whatever happened to grade inflation? 


Wednesday, November 28, 2012 
From the LA Times today: 


Cos Angeles Times treerne 


Yy Yy x y 
A Å 44 A 


y 


UCLA Medical Center gets 

failing grade on patient safety: 
sa Leapfrog, a healthcare quality 
hike of 18% rating group, gives an F to UCLA 
Soe Medical Center for performing 
poorly on several measures. 
UCLA officials dispute the failing 
grade. 


L.A. AUTO SHOW 
— - 


aan 


ABID TOSHIFT #7 
INTO HIGH GEAR fa VCA 
Xin e aser wD * Soe sm A national report card on patient safety gave a 
= Sy failing grade to Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical 
Center, one of the country's most prestigious 
hospitals and one of only 25 nationwide to 
receive such low marks. In a report issued Wednesday, the Leapfrog Group, an 
employer-backed nonprofit group focused on healthcare quality, gave a letter grade of F 
to UCLA Medical Center for performing poorly on several measures tied to preventing 
medical errors, patient infections and deaths. Leapfrog withheld a failing grade for UCLA 
in June when it released its first-ever hospital safety scores to give low-performing 
hospitals time to show improvement. 





"UCLA is not an F hospital in quality and safety," said Tom Rosenthal, chief medical 
officer at Ronald Reagan UCLA Medical Center. "It is not a fair scoring system and it 
does a disservice to the public."... 
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Overall, Leapfrog gave an A or B to 1,468 hospitals, or 56% of the 2,618 reviewed 
nationwide. The group issued a C to 1,004 hospitals, or 38%. At the bottom, 146 
hospitals, or 6%, were labeled D or F. Leapfrog reviewed 246 hospitals in California. The 
ratings are available online at http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org. 


Full story at http://www.latimes.com/business/la-fi-ucla-hospital-grade- 
20121128,0,397898.story 


Our Advice: Delete 


Thursday, November 29, 2012 


You may have gotten the email above 
which suggests the website is somehow 
linked to UCLA or the UCLA medical 


Doktuz is inviting you to join the Doktuz. Inbox x 


Doktuz info@doktuz.com via anderson.ucla.edu 6:47 PM (11 hours ago) A g 


m enterprise. It actually comes from a 

Hoktuz Brazilian who probably wants to sell you 
mae. something or worse. See below: 

The UCLA community is joining Doktuz, the first health related network for physicians and patients a a 

based on trust! Sign up and be a part! | suggest you leave Luis to his own 


DOKTUZ 


devices. And if you need more from Brazil: 


Luis Alejandro Fernandez 


Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
Founded May 25, 2012 





UCLA Tells Grad Students to Stick Around 


Thursday, November 29, 2012 


Today's Daily Bruin reports that a 
tightening in the rules on grad students 
taking leaves of absence (and thus not 
paying tuition) is meeting protests from 
those students: 


Graduate students discussed multiple ways 
to take action against recent changes to 
UCLA’s leave of absence policy at a town 
hall meeting Wednesday afternoon. This 
quarter, UCLA stopped accepting thesis or 
dissertation writing as valid reasons for 
taking time off to help graduate students 
complete their degree paths on time, said 
April de Stefano, director of academic 
services in the UCLA Graduate Division... 





The change was applied with the intent of encouraging continuous enrollment and 
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uniform progression toward a graduate degree, since many graduate students may find it 
harder to return to campus after taking a leave of absence... 


Full story at: http://www.dailybruin.com/article/201 2/1 1/grad-students-plan-action-against- 
changed-policy 


We did pick up some audio from the meeting in which a spokesperson from grad division 
had these words: 


More on the Stream 


Friday, November 30, 2012 


The Daily Bruin today has a report that 
UCLA got another favorable decision 
regarding the use of live-streaming videos 
for course purposes. Live-streaming means 
essentially what you see on websites such 
as YouTube, i.e., a video (or audio) that 
you Click on and it plays from the web. The 
video is not a file that is stored on your 
computer. The analogy would be that 
watching a TV broadcast is similar to live- 
streaming. Owning a DVD and playing it on 
your TV is like having a stored file that you 


play. 





Background: There was a prior case in which the university was sued over alleged 
copyright violation involved in live-streaming for course use. Briefly, UCLA halted such 
live-streaming, causing an interruption to classes that were using it. But the university 
decided to fight the case and resumed the live-streaming. In the case that the Bruin now 
reports, a refiled complaint against UCLA was rejected on a legal technicality, i.e., the 
merits were not decided. You can find the article at 
http://www.dailybruin.com/article/201 2/1 1/court-dismisses-copyright-lawsuit-against-ucla- 
a-second-time. 





If you are using live-streaming, you should know that there is a simple alternative. 
Presumably, you have a file in some format (wmv, flv, etc.) that is being used for the 
streaming. You can simply provide the video file to students through your course website. 
They can then download it and play it. You should set access to your course website 
such that it is private, i.e., that only enrolled students can access files in it. There is, in 
fact, an advantage in simply providing access to your video file in that manner. The 
students can download at their convenience. Once they have the file, they are not 
dependent on internet connections or other vagaries of the web to see it. 
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UCLA Forecasting 
Saturday, December 01, 2012 


This 1966 photo from the LAPL collection 
shows a local effort at forest fire prevention 
by getting weather forecasts through a new 
“weather-fax" machine. The individual in 
the photo is identified as Bob Helfman, 28, 
a UCLA graduate in meteorology. 


[Note: Did you think the word "fax" (for 
facsimile) was a more recent invention?] 


There will be forecasting at UCLA this 
coming week using more modern 
technology. The UCLA Anderson Forecast 
conference will be held on campus on Wednesday, December 5. 





Info on that event is at: 
http://www.uclaforecast.com/event/eventDisplay.asp?iEventID=69 


Meanwhile, as far as the kind of forecast for the next few days that Mr. Helfman was 
doing, we pretty much know what the "campus climate” will be: 


UCLA History: Royce in Rain (1929) 
Sunday, December 02, 2012 


LAPL collection In a photo appropriate for 
today's weather, Royce Hall appears in 
1929 - still under construction according to 
the caption - just after a rainstorm. 
Sometimes things happen that aren't 
supposed to: 





Did | say that’? 


Sunday, December 02, 2012 


A look backwards: Lieutenant Governor (and ex officio Regent) Gavin Newsom was 
interviewed on KGO radio on Oct. 17 about Prop 30 and its relation to tuition. In the 
course of the interview, he criticized Governor Brown for being late to get into the 
campaign for the proposition and, effectively, for not telling students the truth that their 
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tuition would rise even if Prop 30 passed. 


At the time, polling (which proved 
inaccurate) was indicating that Prop 30's 
chance of passage was marginal. And 
Governor Brown had just made a campaign 
stop at UCLA to enlist student support. As it 
turned out, Prop 30 passed by a 
comfortable 54% yes vote and tuition did 
not increase. 





Words live on, however: 


Dirks' Perks Irk 
Monday, December 03, 2012 


Much of the news media coverage of the 
appointment of the new UC-Berkeley 
chancellor Nicholas Dirks involved the fact 
that his salary would be $50,000 more than 
that of his predecessor (albeit an increment 
paid by private funds). 


You can find the salary comparison used to 
justify the pay level to the Regents at: 
http://regents.universityofcalifornia.edu/reg 
meet/nov12/c1.pdf 

The governor, the lieutenant governor, and one regent was unhappy with the salary and 
the news media picked up the complaints. See, for example: 





http://www.mercurynews.com/education/ci_22074232/uc-berkeleys-new-chancellor- 
under-consideration-by-regents 


http://www.foxandhoundsdaily.com/201 2/1 1/cost-cutting-wont-come-easy-to-uc/ 


Probably, however, if there was to be controversy, it might have been over an item in the 
footnotes (which apparently news media reporters and maybe regents don't read). Given 
all the concerns about unfunded liabilities in the retirement system — including the 100% 
unfunded retiree health plan — it is a bit surprising (no?) to find this item in the pay 
package in footnote M: 

Item M. As an exception to policy, eligibility to participate in the University’s insured 
retiree health-care plans on an accelerated eligibility schedule (subject to changes in the 
law), receiving 50 percent of the maximum University contribution after completing five 
years of service. For each additional year of service completed, the percentage will be 
increased by ten percent, thereby making Mr. Dirks eligible for the maximum University 
contribution upon completing ten years of service. 

We'll eventually get the audio for the special regents meeting at which the pay package 
was approved. Did the governor — with his concerns about the “wall of debt” faced by the 
state — get beyond the $50,000? We'll have to wait to hear. [UPDATE: | am told by 
someone who heard the meeting that there was no discussion/debate concerning the 
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footnoted items.] 

There is an interview with the incoming chancellor in the Daily Cal (the Berkeley student 
newspaper) — which includes an audio recording - at: 

http://www.dailycal.org/201 2/1 1/29/chancellor-designate-dirks-discusses-vision-for-uc- 
berkeley/ 

Excerpt: /t is unlikely that we're going to turn the corner and go back to where the great 
Master Plan started and the kind of funding schemes that were envisioned as 
fundamental to the success of that Master Plan. It’s a different reality, and we know now 
that a lot of other things are possible that weren't even thinkable in those days — from 
the use of digital technology, online education, to the role that private support will 
necessarily play in the great public universities. This is certainly something that is not 
happening only at the University of California ... Unless I’m reading the tea leaves wrong, 
I think we'll be very happy if we can maintain the level of state support, at least the level 
of percentage of revenue that we currently have... (W)e have that same set of challenges 
in private universities too. We don’t take funding for things that we don't accord great 
priority to, that we don't actually give credence to as part of an academic planning 
process. So when we go out and engage in a campaign, we map opportunities for 
fundraising right onto a strategic academic plan that has already been formulated as 
something that is an organic outgrowth of a whole variety of constituents on campus who 
have been part of that process ... There are all sorts of safeguards, all sorts of protocols 
that we’ve used in private universities and that are used here to ensure that undue 
influence from donors doesn‘ in fact change the academic mission of the university. 


Neon Tommy Report on UC Fundraising 


Monday, December 03, 2012 


Neon Tommy is an online student news 
service of the USC Annenberg School. The 
service features a news item dated Nov. 28 
which reviews UC's "Onward" fundraising 
campaign. That's right; USC is reviewing 
UC. What is interesting about the piece is 
what isn't in it. Back in the day - say, the 
1950s or 1960s - any such story would deal 
with the impact of a public university 
competing with privates in fundraising. 
Private universities would complain about 
the competition and say UC should be 
getting its funding from the state. But 
despite the traditional USC-UCLA rivalry, no such view is mentioned in the story. The 
idea that UC should rely on the state no longer even occurs to anyone. 





You can read the item at: 
http://www.neontommy.com/news/201 2/1 1/education-cuts-pushes-uc-onward 
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UCLA MBA-JD Grad Tells a Story 
Tuesday, December 04, 2012 


There is a link below to a 20-minute 
documentary about this UCLA MBA-JD 
grad. | won't say more about it other than it 
is on the syllabus for my winter California 
Policy course. [Short ad precedes the 
documentary. Caution: Language, subject 
matter. Fast connection needed. | 





Mayoral campaign pledges? 


Wednesday, December 05, 2012 


A new report by various UCLA 
environmental research centers presents a 
a. aoe variety of "green" options for the City of LA 
aa including energy, transit, etc. Nothing 
unusual about that. What is unusual is the 
connection of the report to the upcoming 
2013 city mayoral campaign. Specifically, 
the report (on page 4) suggests that all 
mayoral candidates be asked whether they 
will pledge to undertake some specific 
a actions: 





A CALL TO ACTION 


VISION2021 LA seeks answers to the following questions from each of Los Angeles’ 
2013 mayoral and city council candidates. 

“Do you share the VISION2021 LA goals for our City? 

*Will you incorporate the VISION2021 LA targets into your platform? 

*Will you pledge, if elected, to adopt by 2014 a sustainability plan for the City of Los 
Angeles that includes goals, targets, measurable indicators, implementation measures, 
and an implementation timeline, and requires annual reports? 

*Will you pledge, if elected, to assign implementation of the sustainability initiative to an 
office reporting to the Mayor that has access to resources to direct and implement policy 
initiatives that promote sustainability? 

*Will you pledge, if elected, to build the City’s capacity for data collection, analysis, and 
monitoring of sustainability issues? 

Note: It's not clear to yours truly that a UCLA report - it is on the "newsroom" website of 
the university - should be requesting political candidates to pledge in advance of being 
elected to undertake particular actions such as creating a new city office. The Grover 
Norquist no-tax pledge at the state and federal levels is increasingly being criticized. 
Generally, official endorsements of political positions - such as the Regents' recent 
endorsement of Prop 30 - have focused on matters of very direct concern to the 
university (such as UC funding and trigger cuts related to Prop 30). Did anyone think 
through the pledge issue? 
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In any case, you can find the report at: 
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/pagedoc/4/1/3/4/8/241348/Vision_2021_LA_final_De 
c_2012_.pdf 


Conference Held at UCLA 
Wednesday, December 05, 2012 


The headline may seem odd. Conferences 
are held on campus all the time. Maybe the 
headline should instead be " Quarterly 
UCLA Anderson Forecast Conference held 
at UCLA without construction of a new 
campus hotel." Despite the notion that 
without building a hotel-conference center, 
UCLA won't be able to disseminate its 
research, such dissemination happens on 
campus regularly as the photo shows. 





As for the Forecast, here is a Summary: 


In its fourth and final quarterly report of 2012, the UCLA Anderson Forecast’s outlook for 
the United States says that Gross Domestic Product (GDP) will grow at less than a 2% 
annual rate through mid- 2013. After that, the forecast expects growth to pick up and 
exceed 3% for most of 2014 with housing activity leading the way. Unemployment will 
Stay close to the current 7.9% rate in 2013, but gradually decline to 7.2% by the end of 
2014. By the end of the forecast period, inflation is expected to be above the Fed’s 2% 
target, bringing to an end the zero interest rate policy that has been in place since late 
2008. In California, though the passage of Proposition 30 by California voters creates 
some risk and has some impact on the forecast, the outlook for 2013 and 2014 is not 
much different than the previously released September forecast, with numbers marginally 
lowered for 2013 and 2014 still seen as a year that California’s growth rate exceeds the 
nation’s... 


Full story from the official release at http://www.anderson.ucla.edu/x46141.xml. 


Reminder of What Not to Do 
Wednesday, December 05, 2012 


When you get emails with messages such as this one: 


Your mailbox has exceeded the limit of 20 GB, which is set by your manager You are 
currently 20.9GB, you will not be able to create new e-mail to send or receive again until 
you re-validate your mailbox.To validate your mailbox, you can click University of 
California, Los Angeles/update Thank you, University of California, Los Angeles system 
administrator 


Don't click. Note the odd grammar and sentences that don't end in pe riods. And, if you 
look closel y, the message often does not come from a UCLA email address. The one 
above purports to come from: 
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University of California, Los Angeles system 
administrator via mx.aol.com 


As for the poster above, | can't tell you more about it 
since the movie is in Korean. But really bad things seem 
to happen to folks who click on the wrong thing! 


IT 
PLAYS 
YOUR DEATH 





Not Again! 
Wednesday, December 05, 2012 


Yours truly noticed that on Sunset Boulevard 
near where it crosses the 405, there is a blinking 
sign that says that Sunset will be shut down on 
the evenings of December 7 and 8 from 9 PM to 
6 AM. Bad news for late travelers to or from 
UCLA. 





More on UCLA Study’s Request for a Mayoral 
Pledge 


Thursday, December 06, 2012 


This post is a follow up on yesterday’s blog piece on a UCLA study which asks LA City 
mayoral candidates to sign a pledge to implement various elements in the study, 
including creation of a new city agency. We noted the idea of a UCLA study — posted on 
the university’s “newsroom” website - which asks political candidates for mayor to sign a 
pledge raises some issues. Normally, to the extent that the university has endorsed 
political positions, there has been a direct university interest in those positions. For 
example, the Regents endorsed the governor’s Prop 30 in the last election because of its 
budget implications for UC operations. We noted yesterday that the idea of a pledge 
seemed similar to the much-criticized Grover Norquist no-tax pledge. 
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Yesterday's post (which reproduces the 
pledge) i S at: 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2 
012/12/mayoral-campaign-pledges.html 
The UCLA study is at: 
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/paged 
0c/4/1/3/4/8/241348/Vision_2021_LA_final_ 
Dec_2012_.pdf 

KCRW’s “ Which Way LA?”program 
yesterday picked up on the pledge/Grover 
Norquist element. However, the overall 
program was quite uncritical although the 
issue of the cost of various 
recommendations in the plan was raised by 
the guest host, Alex Chadwick. (Warren 

Olney was not hosting yesterday for this segment of the program.) The spokesperson for 
the UCLA report was Mark Gold, Associate Director and Adjunct Professor at the UCLA 
Institute for the Environment and Sustainability. Although KCRW lists him as Executive 
Director of Heal the Bay, he has apparently stepped down from the presidency but 
remains a board member of the organization. (Source: 
http://www.environment.ucla.edu/news/article.asp?parentid=1365/and 
http://www.environment.ucla.edu/people/person.asp?Facultystaff_ID=118) 

Below is the write up from KCRW for this segment: 

A Green Political Agenda for City Elections: Anti-tax activist Grover Norquist won power 
and fame by getting Republicans to sign a pledge to never vote for a tax increase. Maybe 
that’s what environmentalists should try — a pledge. A new study looks at how the city 
could become a lot greener through the next two mayoral terms... cut carbon emissions, 
use less water, boost solar and wind, double public transit ridership...and suggests that 
anyone who wants to get elected mayor or to the city council should sign on. One 
concern — there’s no dollar figure anywhere in the study. 

First, New York has one, San Francisco, Philadelphia — big cities that also plan to be 
sustainable cities. Sustainability means living and working so that the world remains 
livable for the generations to come. It means cutting carbon emissions that build a 
warmer climate, using less water, generating less waste, while still ensuring an urban life 
that offers opportunity and justice. A new study from UCLA — Visions 2021 LA — A model 
Environmental Sustainability Agenda for Los Angeles’s Next Mayor and City Council. It 
examines almost a dozen of what it calls ‘goal areas’ — with far ranging green policy 
prescriptions that would remake the city. And the study advocates asking politicians to 
sign on — a pledge to actually try to make this work if elected. Guests: Mark Gold : 
Executive Director, Heal the Bay [not correct as noted above] Dakota Smith : LA Daily 
News David Nahai : President, LA Department of Water and Power 
You can hear the segment on the UCLA report at the link below: 
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PPIC Poll Covers Higher Ed Concerns 
Thursday, December 06, 2012 


The latest opinion poll from the Public 


Percent saying "Big Problem" for the Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC) covers a 
Higher Education System . l , 
variety of issues including higher education. 
—s— Affordability 
100 E R It suggests parents are worried about 


whether their kids will get into a public 
higher ed institution and what it will cost if 
they do. As the table below shows, half 
want their kids to go to grad school. [Click 
on the table to enlarge and get a clearer 
image.] You can find the poll at: 
http://www.ppic.org/content/pubs/survey/S_ 
1212MBS.pdf 


80 


Percent all adults 


Oct Nov Nov Nov Nov 
07 08 09 10 





“What do you hope will be the highest grade level that your youngest child will achieve: some high 
school; high school graduate; two-year community college graduate or career technical training; 
four-year college graduate; or a graduate degree after college?” 





All parents of Income 
children 18 or Under 
yout 
































Please Sir, Can | Have My Med School? 
Friday, December 07, 2012 


From the Riverside Press-Enterprise: 


Only hours into the 2013-2014 session, a 
pair of new lawmakers from Riverside 
introduced a pair of virtually identical 
measures to annually appropriate $15 
million to UC Riverside’s School of 
Medicine. The bills are the first of their kind 
so early in a legislative year. Their authors, 
state Sen. Richard Roth, D-Riverside, and 
Assemblyman Jose Medina, D-Riverside, 
pledged to secure money for the medical school during their campaigns this year. ... 
University officials have tried since 2008 to secure ongoing state money for the school 
amid massive budget shortfalls. In 2011, officials postponed the school’s first freshman 
class because of the lack of state money, which at one point also jeopardized the medical 
school’s accreditation... UC officials are scheduled to meet with aides to Gov. Jerry 
Brown early next week to talk about budget issues, including the medical school, said 
Patrick Lenz, the university system’s vice president for budgets...Riverside-area 
lawmakers, at that time Republicans, and UC officials, though, have come up empty the 
past two years in their attempts to get additional state money for the school. Those efforts 
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came amid a partisan fight over Republicans' refusal to support Brown’s proposal to put 
higher taxes on the ballot... Full story at http://www.pe.com/local-news/politics/jim-miller- 
headlines/20121206-legislature-bills-would-fund-ucr-medical-school.ece When you're in 
need of your meds, it's so hard to wait: 


No Sander? 


Saturday, December 08, 2012 


From the Daily Bruin on Thursday: 


A forum on UCLA’s holistic admissions 
policies planned for Wednesday has been 
postponed because of scheduling problems 
and legal concerns about the form of the 
discussion, according to organizers. The 
forum, organized by the Undergraduate 
Students Association Council Academic 
Affairs Commission, was intended to 
discuss a report by UCLA law professor 
Richard Sander that claims the 
undergraduate admissions process is 
illegally taking race into account... UCLA admissions officials declined their invitations 
after receiving legal advice against participating in a public forum with Sander , according 
to an email from Janina Montero, vice chancellor of student affairs. Youlonda Copeland- 
Morgan, associate vice chancellor for enrollment management, and Gary Clark, the new 
UCLA director of admission, were supposed to attend the forum with Montero. All 
declined to attend because of this legal advice, Montero said. "We are happy to describe 
holistic review and answer general questions about the admissions selection process, but 
the planned format was not appropriate given the allegations about our work,” Montero 
said in an email. Sander said he did not have any concerns about the format of this 





event and had planned to attend... Full story at 
http://www.dailybruin.com/article/201 2/12/forum-on-uclas-holistic-admissions-policies- 
postponed 


An earlier post on this issue can be found at: 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/10/ucla-admissions-controversy.html 


Note to those giving the admissions folks legal advice. Sometimes it's best not to refuse 
to defend yourself. It looks bad: 


Whoops 
Saturday, December 08, 2012 


No, things are not as bad as the picture suggests. But the state controller reports that 
through November, receipts are about $800 million below the original budget estimates 
(which include Prop 30). About half of the missing revenue is attributable to corporate 
profits tax net receipts. The controller also notes that Facebook’s IPO produced less for 
the state than expected. And expenditures are up more than $2 billion above estimates. 


The state isn’t running out of cash. And there are 7 months to go in this fiscal year. But 
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note that these numbers are coming in ata 
time when the governor and the Dept. of 
Finance are preparing next year’s budget 
for presentation in early January. So don't 
expect great windfalls for UC when that 
budget comes out. 

You can find the controller's report at 
http://www.sco.ca.gov/Files- 
EO/fy1213_nov.pdf 

Like the song says: 





Who Needs Light, Anyway? Or Gravitas? 
Saturday, December 08, 2012 


in Share After 144 years with the same old 
Victorian seal, the University of California 
has decided to go mod. The university's 
original logo -- with its open book, 1868 
date stamp and " Let there be light" script -- 
will still be in circulation, appearing on 
president's letters and official university 
documents. But marketing materials and 
websites will feature a radically simple and 
more contemporary symbol: a little "C" 





nesting inside a shield-shaped "U." 


"They wanted something that would reflect the innovation, the character of California -- 
just more modern, user-friendly," said Dianne Klein of UC's Office of the President. 
"That's not to take away from the gravitas of the original seal." ... 


Full story from the San Jose Mercury-News at: 
http://www.mercurynews.com/education/ci_22141280/university-california-introduces- 
modern-logo 

It's all explained here: 


Hindsight on yesterday's post on the new UC 
logo; did we get our mo... 


Sunday, December 09, 2012 


...(T)he new design... was created by an in-house design team at no extra cost to the 
university.* 
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*From Los Angeles Times blog, 

HEADLINE: 

" Critics say new UC logo is not dignified enough," 
12/8/12: 


S O u r Cc e : 
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2012/12/critics- 
say-new-uc-logo-is-not-dignified-enough-.html 


As the headline suggests, there is an issue about 
dignity. An observer (who will remain unnamed) has 
pointed out to yours truly that the new logo, when 
turned upside-down, resembles the rear end of an 
elephant. 

On the other hand, if you are in close quarters with an 
elephant, it's probably better if it is walking away from 
you than towards you. 

If - despite the controversy - UC decides to stick with 
the new elephantine logo, it might also consider 
developing an official song. A modest proposal: There 
is already a song available that could be adapted: 
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Rebenching: UCLA Academic Senate Prefers 
More Rather than Less 


Monday, December 10, 2012 


The benches may be old but we like them. 
The "rebenching" issue has resurfaced. 
Basically, what is at stake is the formula by 
which UC money is divided up among the 
campuses. The Daily Bruin today reviews 
the issue and the view of the UCLA 
Academic Senate: 


The response states that the Senate is 
“adamantly opposed” to the current 
proposal — known as rebenching - and 
outlines the potentially negative impacts it 
could have on the UCLA campus... 
...Rebenching aims to equalize funding per student across all of the UC campuses by 
distributing state funds to each campus based on set student enrollment targets. The 
goal of rebenching is to increase state funds that are allocated to each UC student up to 
UCLA's level of funding over the next six years. Prior to rebenching, UCLA received the 
highest amount of state money per student, at $6,413... Full article at 
http://www.dailybruin.com/article/2012/12/ucla-academic-senate-opposes-rebenching- 
proposal We have blogged about this issue before. There are arguments that the new 
formula will phase in so that no campus loses anything in some nominal terms. Fact is, 
however, that in any given year - now or ever - there is a fixed budget pie to be allocated. 
And despite Prop 30, UC and UCLA remain in a constrained budget environment and will 
remain in that environment going forward. If the allocation formula is changed as 
proposed, UCLA will get less than it otherwise would have gotten. Beneath all the rhetoric 
about "fairness," that is the issue. Getting more in the future always looks fair to those 
who will benefit. And it looks unfair to those who will get less. It really isn't more 
complicated. Yours truly suspects that whether it is formalized or not, a process in which 
UCLA gets less will lead to UCLA powers-that-be, and ultimately the campus Academic 
Senate, pushing for more autonomy from UC, including on tuition. Remember, no one 
writes songs about the virtues of "Less." To be Frank, "More" is better: 





Just a Reminder: This is Final Exam Week 
Monday, December 10, 2012 


Lots of tension for students but they can always take in a movie to relax: 
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SOME MAY PASS THE TEST... 
GOD HELP THE REST. 





Yet More Clues on the New UC Elephant Logo 
Monday, December 10, 2012 


In prior posts, we have puzzled over the new UC logo 
and, particularly, why - when viewed upside down - it 
resembles an elephant's behind. Thanks to UCLA 
Professor Karen Orren, who located the YouTube 
video below, we may now have a clue as to the 
designer. 


Update: Inside Higher Ed reports that 30,000 
signatures have been gathered on a petition against 
the new logo: 
http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2012/12/10/u- 
californias-new-logo-sparks-outrage 


The petition is at: 
http://www.change.org/petitions/university-of-california- 





stop-the-new-uc-logo 


Campus Climate Survey Promotional Materials 
Monday, December 10, 2012 


Blog readers will know that a UC-wide campus climate survey was developed after 
various incidents on the campuses. There has been concern that because of the length 
of the survey instrument, participation would be low and mainly confined to those with 
concerns. According to the promotional materials for department chairs and similar 
administrators - see the link below - there are lottery-type financial and non-financial 
prizes available to participants to obtain at least a 30% participation rate. Use the search 
engine on this blog to find earlier posts on the survey including audio of a presentation by 
the woman conducting the survey, Susan Rankin. 
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SURVEY GOALS 


= The goal of the survey is to collect data 
related to institutional climate, inclusion 


Open publication - Free publishing - More 


and work-life balance. = ene =— = i ucla 
= The results will help the University to 


better assess the learning, living and 
working environments — or campus 
climate -- for students, faculty and staff. 


= The survey will help campuses develop or 
enhance policies and programs to foster a 
more welcoming, inclusive and healthy 
campus climate. 


= UC wants a 30 percentor higher 
response rate achieved by every campus. 

= Findings from all campuses will be posted 
on the UCOP website in 2013. 





Logoland is a small world after all! 
Tuesday, December 11, 2012 


It is said that the upside-down elephant 
logo for UC - see all of our previous and 
delightful posts - had to be introduced 
because the old one can't be seen well on 
the web. From the LA Times today: 
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...UC officials were caught on the 
defensive. They emphasize that the 
traditional seal, with its "Let There Be Light" 
motto, a drawing of an open book and the 
1868 date of UC's founding, is not being 
abandoned and still will be used on such 
things as diplomas and official letterhead. 
But they say that the 1910 seal is so ornate 
that it does not reproduce well for many 
Internet uses... 


aT 
Il 


Ful | article a t 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me- 
uc-logo-20121211,0,7650237.story 


Above is a large web version of the old 
logo. Let's shrink it down a bit and 
determine if we can still see it. 

It still looks OK. So let's try some more 
shrinking: 

So it is definitely true that if you shrink the 
old logo down enough, it is hard to see! We 
always knew there was a rationale. The 
web is just too small for our old logo! 
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Gas Line Leak Reported at Sproul Circle 


Tuesday, December 11, 2012 


A message was sent at 10:36 AM this 
morning by the Bruin Alert service: 


Natural gas line break at Sproul Circle. 
Use caution and avoid area until further 
notice. 


Update: An all-clear message was 
received at 11:03 AM. 





= Two comments asked where Sproul circle 
was. | assume it is the area shown below in front of Sproul Hall: 
See Sproul Hall turnaround below: 
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Given the Sacramento Bee's editorial on the UC 
logo, could there be... 


Tuesday, December 11, 2012 


Sacramento Bee Editorial: Was UC's new 
logo fully flushed out? 


... The trouble is, the image reminds many 
people of what happens when they hit the 
commode lever... 

... (C)ouldn't UC have come up with a 
better name for this symbol than "the lock- 
up"? As the university says on its website, 
under a category called Brand Guidelines, 

"the UC lock-up reinterprets the classic 
elements of the seal into a vibrant, visually 
energetic, engaging and relevant identifier." 
The website goes onto to remind readers, 
"It's more than a logo ... It's a 
system."Perhaps so, but at this point, we are not betting "the lock-up" will last longer than 
New Coke. Probably it will be much shorter, since it took three months for Coca-Cola to 
return to original Coke. "This will be cannon fodder," said Sacramento crisis 
communications expert Doug Elmets. "UC will have no choice but to plan a retreat." Full 
editorial at http://www.sacbee.com/2012/12/11/5045214/was-ucs-new-logo-fully- 
flushed.htm! Just when we needed it, Hollywood may have a use for the new logo: 





Trivial Pursuit? 
Tuesday, December 11, 2012 


The California State Auditor examines the accounts of state agencies including UC. 
Chapter 8 of its latest report focuses on an unnamed administrator who came from CSU 
and apparently misspent travel funds there to the tune of over $150,000 before arriving at 
UC. When this problem at CSU became known, UC tightened up the oversight of the 
administrators UC travel. Nevertheless, the auditor found a few thousand dollars in 
improperly charged UC travel expenses. 

From Chapter 8: 
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...In October 2012 the university reported that it intends to 
seek reimbursement from the official for the wasteful 
expenses identified in this report. In addition, the 
university stated that it has reviewed the official’s most 
recent expenses for fiscal year 2011-12 and that it would 
seek reimbursement from the official for any additional 
improper expenses it finds. Further, the university stated 
that the official is leaving university employment at the 
end of 2012. In responding to the four policy - related 
recommendations, the university stated that it is prepared 
to explore ways to strengthen its expense policies and 
procedures. Consequently, the university stated that it 
has assigned an individual to work with the systemwide 
campus controllers to analyze the recommendations and 
determine the feasibility of adopting the recommendations 
into applicable university policy. 

| had the impression — back in the day when | headed on ORU - that university 
accounting procedures were designed to prevent you from stealing less than $50. Great 
efforts were spent on trivia. Big problems went undetected unless a scandal came to 
light. The auditor’s report reminds me of that impression. UC has a $22 billion budget. An 
entire chapter of this report goes into the travel problems of one official — albeit one who 
had probably set a record of travel overcharges at his prior employer (CSU). [The hiring 
process by which UC acquired the unnamed official is not discussed.] As we have noted 
in earlier posts, the University has a huge capital budget which proceeds with only 
nominal oversight by the Regents. Even a champion at travel expense padding would 
have a hard time running up bills that could compare with potential capital expense 
missteps. 

You can read the report at the link below. Scroll to chapter 8 for the UC segment. 121211 
State Employee Audit 


The New UC Logo is Just Part of a Fad 


Wednesday, December 12, 2012 


OK. Enough fun with the new UC logo. But 
let's forget the rationale about how it was 
done to look nice on the Internet. What we 
have is a general fad about simplifying old 
logos to make them look "cool" and 
"modern." UC got swept up in the fad. Take 
a look at the old and new city logo for Santa 
Monica above. The old one was, well, old 
fashioned with its Latin phrase (even 
though it does have little helicopters). So 
someone did to the Santa Monica logo what UC has done to its logo. The difference was 
that no one in Santa Monica seems to have noticed or made a fuss about it. But the 
same impulse was at work in the designing. 


Old and New Santa Monica Logos 
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Missing the Point on the UC Logo 


Wednesday, December 12, 2012 


| thought we could put the UC redesigned 
logo story to bed - at least for awhile. (See 
the previous and earlier posts.) But, alas, 
KPCC this morning aired an interview with 
a "brand developer" who totally missed the 
point. She rattled on and on in a British 
accent (so who could doubt what she 
said?) about how the whole problem was 
the "process" by which the new design was 
introduced. If only there had been more 
participation in the logo design. Etc. Etc. 


Here are the problems and they have zero 
to do with process. 





1) UC has bigger issues to deal with. Why was anyone spending any time on redesigning 
the logo? Could it be that someone thought it was important? Why would anyone think 
that, if so? What kind of priorities would such a person have? 


2) What will the redesign bring about? Will it raise the budget allocation from the state for 
UC? Will donors give more money to UC thanks to the redesign? Will more research 
grants be obtained by faculty? Will courses become less crowded? What? 


You can say there is a UC "brand" if you like, but that brand has nothing to do with a new 
logo. For that matter, it had nothing to do with the old logo. UC's brand is its reputation. 


There is an old saying: A job not worth doing is not worth doing well. Too bad that simple 
notion escaped the brand developer KPCC interviewed. Let's hope no one at UC 
headquarters heard the program or took it seriously. Otherwise, we will all be involved in 
a time-wasting "process." 


You can hear the radio interview at the link below: 
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The Gift of Human Capital is Good News for 
UCLA and for the Donor 


Thursday, December 13, 2012 


The Good News By the time you read this 
w {| posting, you will likely have heard or read 
L TEX about David Geffen's gift of human capital - 
Gift to in the form of scholarships - to the UCLA 
medical med school. From the official UCLA media 
release: 


mmo Los Angeles Ti 


m 
THURS 





Entertainment executive and philanthropist 
David Geffen has established an 
unprecedented $100 million scholarship 
fund that will cover the entire cost of 
education for the very best medical 
students attending the David Geffen School 
of Medicine at UCLA (DGSOM). The school 
was named in his honor after his $200 
million unrestricted gift in 2002. With this 
recent gift, Geffen's total philanthropic 
support to UCLA exceeds $300 million, 
making him the largest individual donor to 
UCLA and to any single UC campus. The 
David Geffen Medical Scholarship Fund, conceived by Geffen and announced Dec. 13 by 
Dr. A. Eugene Washington, vice chancellor for health sciences and dean of the medical 
school, ensures that DGSOM will have students who graduate from medical school debt- 
free, allowing them to pursue lifesaving research and patient care without the economic 
burdens that restrict the choices of many young physicians and scientists... 





Full release at http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/100-million-david-geffen-scholarship- 
241543.aspx 

Gifts of this type can be thought of as contributions of human capital. Other forms include 
endowed chairs, research grants, etc. Such gifts have no termination unlike physical 
capital gifts, which can someday be demolished. Human capital gifts, therefore, are true 
legacy gifts. Structures are not. 

Yours truly was an undergraduate in the early 1960s at Columbia. A prominent structure 
that had just been built at the time was Ferris Booth Hall, named after an investment 
banker. Below is a picture of Ferris Booth Hall. The now-demolished Ferris Booth Hall 

If you went to the Columbia campus today, however, you wouldn't see Ferris Booth Hall. 
Why? How could such an imposing structure disappear? Because it was torn down and 
replaced by another building named after someone else in the 1990s. That is, a little 
more than three decades after the donation, the fruits of the large gift had disappeared. 
Proposed UCLA hotel-conference center By the way, you might have noticed that Ferris 
Booth Hall looks uncannily like a certain UCLA hotel-conference center project. So there 
is a lesson to be drawn: Massive structures may seem like legacy donations. But they 
can disappear. In contrast, human capital donations, properly endowed, will last. Physical 
capital donations are Good News for the build-and-bond bureaucracies that depend on 
them for employment. Human capital donations are Good News for the university and the 
donors. 
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California has a "529" Tax-Favored College 
savings Program 


Thursday, December 13, 2012 


In case you didn't know it, California 
maintains a tax-favored "529" savings 
ee ee program for college tuition (and related 
iam a college expenses) that works something 
like an IRA. It can be used for any qualified 


We SCHOLARSHARE 





institution nationwide, not just UC. 
Details are at https://www.scholarshare.com/home.shtml 
Excerpt: 


Contributions and Any Earnings Used to Pay for Qualified Higher Education Expenses 
are Federal and California Income Tax-free. 

The earnings portion of any distributions used to pay for qualified higher education 
expenses will be free from federal and California income tax.Federal Estate and Gift Tax 
Benefits 

Contributions to ScholarShare may reduce the taxable value of your estate. For example, 
contributions to the Plan, together with all other gifts from the account owner to the 
beneficiary, may qualify for an annual federal gift tax exclusion of $13,000 per donor 
($26,000 for married contributors), per beneficiary. If an account owner's contribution to a 
ScholarShare account for a beneficiary in a single year exceeds $13,000 ($26,000 for 
married contributors), the account owner may elect to treat up to $65,000 of the 
contributions, or $130,000 for joint filers, as having been made over a period of up to five 
years for federal gift tax exclusion. Consult your tax advisor.Flexible Features 

Anyone May Open an Account 

Parents, grandparents, relatives and friends who are U.S. citizens or resident aliens and 
at least 18 years of age may open an account and contribute to ScholarShare on behalf 
of a beneficiary”. California state residency is not required. However, investors residing 
outside of California should consider their own state's plan first as it may have tax 
advantages that are only available through that state's plan.Funds Can be Used at 
Eligible Schools Nationwide 

Whether your beneficiary decides to go to a private or public college or university, in-state 
or out-of-state, trade or graduate school, funds in the account may be used at any eligible 
higher educational institution in the nation and many abroad.Funds Can be Used for a 
Variety of Qualified Expenses 

Funds can be used for tuition, mandatory fees, books, supplies, and equipment required 
for enrollment or attendance; certain room and board costs, certain expenses for "special 
needs” students...=================Yours truly was reminded of this program by a 
blog note from the Sacramento Bee mentioning that the account limit in this program was 
likely to be raised to $371,000 per beneficiary from $350,000. See 
http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/12/am-alert-new-election-cycle-new- 
contribution-limits.html [scroll down] 


And as it happens, there is a report on the use of such accounts today in Inside Higher 
Ed with a link to a GAO study: 
http://www. insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2012/12/13/few-families-use-education- 
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Savings-accounts 


Legislative Analyst Says Everything's OK With 
UC Faculty Pay 


Thursday, December 13, 2012 


Legislative Analyst's summary: 

In this report, we assess UC’s ability to 
recruit and retain tenured and tenure-track 
faculty. We find that (1) UC has been hiring 


Y THING aad | ‘.**| candidates who have received their highest 

fa 4 ] ià degree from some of the most selective 

oe \ Ve, universities in the nation, (2) UC has a long 
me. 


history of hiring its top choice faculty 
candidates, (3) most new entry-level faculty 
stay at UC long enough to earn tenure, (4) 
less than 2 percent of faculty resign from 
UC each year, and (5) UC’s faculty 
Tai compensation is competitive with other top 
SS eee otf mais universities. These findings indicate that 
VAY 2a t a wAn- PA pe UC generally has been successful in its 
faculty recruitment and retention efforts. In 
light of these findings, coupled with the continuing need to prioritize limited state funding, 
the Legislature will need to assess the relative trade-offs between providing funding for 
faculty salary increases and other competing budget priorities involving faculty and higher 
education more generally. 
Full report at http://lao.ca.gov/reports/2012/edu/uc-faculty/uc-faculty-121312.pdf 
So not to worry!! 





Radio Interview About David Geffen 


Friday, December 14, 2012 


Susan Lacy and David Geffen PBS 
recently ran an "American Masters" 
episode about David Geffen who just 
donated $100 million to the UCLA med 
school. [See yesterday's post.] Yours truly 
did not see the PBS program but there was 
a radio interview with the program's 
director, Susan Lacy, aired on KPCC on 
Nov. 20. One amusing anecdote is that 
Geffen got his first (mailroom) job by stating 
(apparently falsely) that he was a UCLA 
grad. I'm sure he could have an honorary UCLA degree at this point if he wanted one. 
The interview can be heard at the link below. 
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Cautionary Tales for the Regents 


Friday, December 14, 2012 


The New York Times today runs cautionary 
tales today about universities that go on 
building booms, build up debt, and get into 
trouble. The opening lines give you the 
flavor: 

Some call it the Edifice Complex. Others 
have named it the Law of More, or the Taj 
Mahal syndrome. A decade-long spending 
binge to build academic buildings, 
dormitories and recreational facilities — 
some of them inordinately lavish to attract 
students — has left colleges and universities saddled with large amounts of debt. 
Oftentimes, students are stuck picking up the bill. 

Overall debt levels more than doubled from 2000 to 2011 at the more than 500 
institutions rated by Moody's, according to inflation-adjusted data compiled for The New 
York Times by the credit rating agency. In the same time, the amount of cash, pledged 
gifts and investments that colleges maintain declined more than 40 percent relative to the 
amount they owe. With revenue pinched at institutions big and small, financial experts 
and college officials are sounding alarms about the consequences of the spending and 
borrowing... 

Full article at http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/14/business/colleges-debt-falls-on- 
students-after-construction-binges.html Do the Regents read the NY Times? Let's listen 
carefully to the January Regents meeting to see if there is any sign that they do? Or do 
they just continue approving expensive projects (without getting independent reviews) on 
the basis of nice Excel sheets that always show all is well accompanied by pretty 
architectural plans? 





The New UC Logo Is Gone; We'll Miss It 
Friday, December 14, 2012 


From the Capitol Alert blog of the 
Sacramento Bee this morning: 


The University of California system 
announced this morning it has suspended 
its controversial new logo in the wake of 
complaints from students and alumni, some 
of whom derisively compared it to a "toilet 
bowl." Daniel M. Dooley, senior vice 
president for external relations at the UC 
Office of the President, said in a statement 
that a replacement monogram "could 
require a measure of time to complete." 
Dooley seemed a bit defensive, however, suggesting people misunderstood the logo's 
purpose and that it was only intended for use on "systemwide communications materials." 
The logo was designed by an in-house design team. "The controversy has been fueled in 
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large part by an unfortunate and false narrative, which framed the matter as an either-or 
choice between a venerated UC seal and a newly designed monogram," Dooley said. "In 
fact, the graphic element in question was never intended to replace the official seal that 
still graces diplomas and other appropriate documents." 


Source: http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/12/university-of-california- 
suspends-controversial-new-logo.html 


What a shame! It was such fun blogging about while it lasted: 


Wait a minute! Is "suspended" the same as "gone"? 

The official announcement actually says: 

...| have instructed the communications team to suspend further use of the monogram. 
For certain applications, this process could require a measure of time to complete. In due 
course, we will re-evaluate this element of the visual identity system... 

Source: http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/news/article/2881 7 

Visual identity system? 


Read more here: http://blogs.sacbee.com/capitolalertlatest/2012/12/university-of- 
california-suspends-controversial-new-logo.html#storylink=cpy 


The Logo Was Part of an Elaborate and Now- 
Disappeared "Branding" Pr... 


Saturday, December 15, 2012 


Above is the screenshot — taken today - of 
the video used to introduce the new and 
now-"“suspended” UC logo. It’s an official 
video on the UC YouTube channel 
“UCofficeofpresident” 
http://www. youtube.com/UCofficeofpreside 
nt. The video there is at 
http://www. youtube.com/watch?v=Xt-hO- 





TE iniii y4PhA. In case it disappears — see below 

eeka e — on things that seem to be disappearing - we 

ia a Si E ua have preserved it as part of our earlier 
p o s ting a t 

a al http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2 





012/12/who-needs-light-anyway-or- 
gravitas.html 

Since the text below the video is not clear from the screenshot, here is the text that 
appears underneath it: 


Published on Nov 14, 2012 
This video explains the genesis of the University of California systemwide logo. It's part 
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of a broader initiative— the first in its 143- 
year history — to articulate a 
comprehensive visual identity for the UC 
system. It's Boldly Californian. For more 
information, go to: 
http:/brand.universityofcalifornia.edu/ 

There is also the same video on Vimeo with 
the same message: 
http://vimeo.com/53530934#at=0 








If you click directly on the 


brand.university... link as of today, 
however, it just takes you to the general UC 
W e b S | t e 


http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/. That 
is, the webpage “brand.university...” seems 
to have disappeared. The “wayback 
machine” at archive.org (which re-creates 
the web as it was in the past) doesn't find it, 
perhaps because brand.university... was a 
recent creation. However, if you type the 
address into Google’s search engine, the 
cache captures some of it: 


ee a, i; The University of Transformation 
MWERI aeiae neari nai Pioneering. Curious. Vibrant. Thoughtful. 
Even beautiful. The University of California 
is located wherever a UC mind is at work. 
At any given moment, people in the UC 
community are exploring, creating and 
advancing our shared experience of life in 
California and beyond. These guidelines 
ensure we express these shared values 
with every communication. In short, this site 
helps us all "Speak UC." --- 

Primary colors Color is a critical 
institutional identifier. Blue and gold, used 
by all 10 campuses, comprise the unifying 
brand element across the system. For systemwide communications, the University of 
California’s primary colors are Pantone 299 (blue) and Pantone 116 (gold). Secondary 
blues and golds allow greater flexibility in use while retaining a distinctive systemwide 
identity. Equivalent formulas for four-color and digital media are noted as well. --- What 
is a brand? A brand—our brand—is the intersection of what we say about ourselves, 
how we act, and what people think of us. --- 

Types of seals The official seal of the University of California contains the words “Seal of 
the University of California.” Its use is restricted by the Regents of the University of 
California. The unofficial seal of the University 
of California contains the words “the University of California,” and can be used with 
permission from Communications. --- The brand.university... page also lives on in a link 
on Pinterest, a photo-sharing website: 
http://pinterest.com/source/brand.universityofcalifornia.edu/ Apparently, there were going 
to be UC buttons with the now-suspended logo: 


-= = 
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http://pinterest.com/pin/128141551869202876/ Although it was said that the new logo 
was just for the web (because small images of the old logo on the web couldn't be seen 
well), Pinterest has an image of a UC truck with giant new logos on the side: 
http://pinterest.com/pin/7740630581184610/ In short, the new logo was part of a much 
larger program which someone now would like to disappear. However, nothing ever 
completely disappears from the web. Yours truly advises the powers-that-be at UC to 
restore the brand.university... link. Then we can have a conversation about priorities. 


UCLA History: Boulevard View 
Sunday, December 16, 2012 


Westwood Blvd. from Kinross, probably 
late 1930s or early 1940s. 





Nobody Noticed the Pledge and Maybe That's a 
Good Thing 


Monday, December 17, 2012 


It looks like none of the LA City mayoral candidates 
decided to take the environmental pledge that a UCLA 
report seemed to suggest they should. We previously 
posted about the pledge at: 


http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/12/mayora 
l-campaign-pledges.html and 
http://uclafacultyassociation.blogspot.com/2012/12/more- 
on-ucla-studys-request-for-mayoral.html 

Our posts noted that the seeming posture of UCLA 
pushing for political candidates to take particular positions 
and actions (in this case, creation of a new city agency 
was among the actions) goes beyond just posing the 
See options that candidates might consider. Although yours 
Peo Ace Pg ante" Earns truly did not see the event, in an article describing a recent 
TV debate among the mayoral candidates appearing in the 
LA Times, there is no mention of anyone discussing or taking the pledge: 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-121 7-mayoral-race-20121218,0,5/33742.story 
Perhaps no one noticed — or maybe wanted to notice — the pledge proposal. And maybe 
that’s a Good Thing since it avoids a controversy over the university playing a direct role 
in municipal politics. 

Despite what it may seem to proponents, sometimes it's better not to be seen: 
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The Really Exciting 405 Project (More or Less) 


Tuesday, December 18, 2012 


The Westwood-Century City Patch brings 
us this news of the I-405 project near 
UCLA: 

The investigations that resulted in the 
denial of 71 percent of damage claims 
related to the l-405 Sepulveda Pass 
Improvements Project have been handled 
with careful attention to documentation and 
responsibility, according to a spokesman 
for Kiewit Construction, the main contractor 
for the $1 billion project. Last week, the 
Metro Board of Directors approved Los 
Angeles County Supervisor Zev 
Yaroslavsky's motion calling for the inspector general's office to audit Kiewit's claims 
since the project began in 2009. 

Dan Kulka, community relations manager for Kiewit, said 90 percent of the 338 claims 
filed are vehicle related, while the remaining have come from homeowners abutting the 
project... 

Kulka claimed the problems that delayed the project four to six months were logistical 
and are now behind the company. "We're heading into rainy season," he said, noting the 
Wilshire ramp area is getting busier, prepping for closures at the end of the month. 
"Kiewit's paved, more or less , the Getty Center off-ramp over the pass and there's a few 
gaps with bridges there," Kulka said. "Soon we're going to be able to move the traffic over 
there and work in the center of the freeway. The Mulholland half is going up fast." Kiewit's 
also about to move Sepulveda Boulevard 30 feet or so between Montana Avenue and 
Sunset Boulevard, making it wider. "Looking ahead, it's really exciting ," Kulka said. "A 
year from now we'll be driving on the new stuff." 

Full article at http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/kiewit-welcomes-audit-says-most- 
claims-handled-are-vehicle-related 





The Westwood Barnes Dance 


Tuesday, December 18, 2012 


Henry Barnes As you enter UCLA from the 
south on Westwood Boulevard, you come 
across this pedestrian crossing in which all 
traffic lights turn red for cars and 
pedestrians can walk diagonally as well as 
straight across the street. (There is another 
such crossing a few blocks away also in 
Westwood.) The system is called a "Barnes Dance" after the traffic engineer who pushed 
for its use, Henry Barnes. 





Yours truly can remember when the Barnes Dance was introduced in New York City in 
the 1950s (where apparently now there is only one such intersection left). In any event, a 
history of these traffic devices can be found at: 
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http://www.theatlanticcities.com/commute/2 
E]  012/12/brief-history-barnes-dance/4189/ 





A Skeptical View About Online Courses (from a 
commercial viewpoint) 


Tuesday, December 18, 2012 


The Digital Skeptic: Online Education Fails 
Economics 

Jonathan Blum , 12/18/12, LA Daily News 
NEW YORK (TheStreet) -- ...In this nutty 
digital age, the red-hot online thing is ...old- 
school, throwback university classes with a 
Web-age twist: They're free."The course is 
working out better than | dreamed," Michael 
J. Cima told me in an email. Cima, the 
David H. Koch Professor of Engineering at 
MIT, teaches a free, online version of one 
of his chemistry courses at the school... 
Cima is not the only super geek rocking the 
quad with free online higher ed. 

...90 where's the investor bummer? That's 
sadly far too easy. Just spend one minute studying how the money actually flows into 
Coursera and it's way clear this business will graduate to become the next Netflix... , 
Facebook ... or Twitter . That is, yet another digital brand struggling to make its next 
dime. 





...First, Coursera tries to do business not only in a new digital way, but in a terribly 
complex one. Go to Page 3 and there is not one business Coursera is in, but three. 
There's the "Coursera Monetization Model," the "University Monetization Model" and the 
"Registered Students Model." Besides having the "your guess is as good as mine" vibe 
as to what businesses these actually are, there are what appear to be tricky revenue 
splits all over this campus. That means anybody close to this outfit should tool up for 
painful audits, complex disclosures and the bad blood that pollute the music and movie 
business. 


... "Wow. That contract looks terrible for instructors," Cima wrote to me when | emailed 
him the Michigan memo. Cima was concerned about a release he would have to sign and 
losing control of his courses. Coursera's Daphne Koller responded via email that Cima 
had nothing to fear. The release was merely for marketing photos. She was firm that 
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professors and schools control their material and no deals are exclusive. 


...Which graduates us to the 800-pound gorilla sitting in the classroom. Just like in the 
music or movie industry -- where Napster, Spotify, Last.fm , Netflix and dozens of 
other content sites fight a no-win battle selling the same stuff -- Coursera faces 
essentially limitless competitors from existing and as yet to-be-born outfits offering the 
same content. Koller told me over the phone that the multifaceted business model 
sounded far more complex than it really is. And the level of competition her firm faces 
does not concern her. 


...Like many other Web classmates, Coursera is really in the "business" of offering 
valuable content -- this time, its $6,000 classes -- for nothing. To these tired eyes, all this 
company will do is prove, yet again, that this model is as broken on campus as it is in the 
real world. 


Full article at http://business-news.thestreet.com/daily-news/story/the-digital-skeptic- 
online-education-fails-economics/11794852 


Pay Premium for Higher Ed in California 
Particularly High 


Wednesday, December 19, 2012 


The chart above comes from a recently- 
released study on pay premiums by level of 
education by state. California shows up as 
having a relatively high premium for college 
grads and advanced degree grads relative 
to high school grads. The data are based 
on median wage & salary adjusted to 2010 
dollars for 2006-10. The study groups 
workers by their broad occupational field: 
arts & humanities, business & commerce, 
health, and STEM (science, technology, 
engineering, math). It is interesting to note 
that the high premium in California shows up within each of these broad areas as well as 
for all combined. 


Wages by Level for All Discipline 


High School Graduate + Associates Degree à Bachelors Degree © Graduate or Professional Degree l 
(Degrees Produced) (606,786) (1,041,818) 


{388,277} 








To make the chart clearer, click on it. | have marked California with a dark rectangle. 


The study was released by a group called the State Higher Education Executive Officers 
Assn. You can find the study (including a methodology statement) at: 
http://live.sheeo.gotpantheon.com/sites/default/files/publications/Econ%20Benefit%200f 
%20Degrees%20Report%20with%20Appendices.pdf 
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Lessons from NYU for Murphy Hall, UCOP, and 
the Regents to Ponder 


Wednesday, December 19, 2012 


Inside Higher Ed today has an interesting 
and lengthy article on a pending NYU 
faculty vote of no-confidence in that 
university's president which relates to a 
construction project of the university. We 
have reported in this blog about the large 
capital project agenda that is routinely 
approved by the Board of Regents for UC 
campuses without real independent 
oversight capability on the part of the 
Board. Perhaps there are lessons from 
NYU to be learned. The recent extended 
brouhaha about the UC logo - clearly a 
minor issue compared to the NYU matter — suggests that folks in Murphy Hall, in 
Oakland, and on the Board of Regents should do some reflecting on current procedures. 
Grand campus hotels and similar projects could eventually trigger something more than 
the logo affair at the campus, systemwide, and regental levels, particularly if the business 
plans for these projects don't work out. 

You can find the NYU article at: http://www. insidehighered.com/news/201 2/1 2/19/nyu- 
vote-no-confidence-highlights-divergent-views-faculty-role-governance 





Nice LA Times report on the Royce Hall piano 
Wednesday, December 19, 2012 


Royce under construction In case you 
missed it, the LA Times ran a story about 
the acquisition of a new concert piano for 
Royce Hall. You can find it at 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me- 
piano-named-sapphire- 
20121218,0,2245506.story 





It's Budget Leak Time 


Thursday, December 20, 2012 


There are formal and informal elements of the state budget process. One formal part is 
the requirement that the governor present a budget proposal to the legislature in early 
January (Jan. 10). The legislature is supposed to enact a budget by mid-June. But there 
are also informal elements. For example, it is traditional that the governor present the 
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legislature with a "May revise" modified 
proposal for the budget in mid-May. 
Another tradition is that bits of news about 
the budget begin to leak out around this 
time. Given the realities of the complexities 
of the state budget, by now the basics are 
in place at the Department of Finance. 


Sure enough, an item on the LA Times 
website yesterday discussed an expansion 
of the Medi-Cal program as part of the 
larger "Obamacare" plan. (Medi-Cal is what other states call Medicaid.) See 
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/california-politics/2012/12/new-report-embraces-medi-cal- 
expansion.html. You can view such leaks in part as a testing of the waters. If anyone 
expected the first leak of the season to be some dramatic increase in the higher ed 
budget, this item should be a reminder that social welfare spending is a competitive 
claimant for the state's budget dollar. It is also likely that K-12 will be relatively well 
treated, given that the campaign for Prop 30 revolved around money for schools. 





In any event, expect the leaks to keep dripping out of the governor's office: 


UCLA History: Early Westwood 
Thursday, December 20, 2012 


Westwood scene: 1930 





UCLA History: Westwood 1941 
Friday, December 21, 2012 


Same scene as previous post. 
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The Money That Danced Away 
Friday, December 21, 2012 


USC recently announced a gift from 
philanthropist Glorya Kaufman to establish 
a new school of dance. In a radio interview 
on KCRW, Kaufman said she had given 
money for renovation of a dance building at 
UCLA but the building wasn't being used as 
intended. Excerpt: 


...Glorya Kaufman, the philanthropist 
funding USC’s new dance school, won't 
reveal exactly how much money she’s 
putting into it. “That's not the important part. 
The important part is what it’s doing ... 
that’s why I’m withholding that amount,” she says. But whatever the pricetag, it’s large 
enough to pay for a brand new building and at least part of the faculty hiring and 
curriculum. 





So who is Glorya Kaufman? She is the widow of Donald Bruce Kaufman, one of the 
founders of the home building company now known as KB Homes, who has given tens of 
millions of dollars to dance programs in and outside of L.A in recent years, including a 
$20 million gift to downtown’s Music Center to host dance companies from around the 
world. She’s also given $6 million to Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater and $3.5 million 
to the Juilliard School in New York. In 1999, Kaufman gave UCLA $18 million to renovate 
its dance building. She says she’s since been disappointed in UCLA’s dance program — 
an interdisciplinary one that’s combined with the World Arts and Cultures Department 
-and in how the school has used the building... 


You can read the full transcript of the broadcast and listen to the program at: 
http://blogs.kcrw.com/whichwayla/201 2/1 2/glorya-kaurman-brings-dance-to-usc 


First with the Japanese Garden affair and now with dance, UCLA seems to be 
establishing a reputation with donors of not doing what is promised. We have noted in 
prior posts that gifts of human capital such as scholarships, endowed chairs, and 
research grants are more likely to leave a long-term legacy for donors than grand 
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buildings which can someday be demolished or re-purposed. Yes, you can try and 
protect legacies with contracts. But, as noted, the Japanese Garden affair seems to 
suggest that putting it in writing doesn't provide guarantees when it comes to physical 
facilities. 


UCLA History: Winter 1932 
Saturday, December 22, 2012 


Now that we have survived a supposed 
Mayan prediction of the end of the world 
and are in the first full day of winter, here is 
a snow scene of Powell in 1932. 


If you are curious about why we survived, 
NASA has some answers: 


And, by the way, as far as | can tell, the 
correct pronunciation of WINTER is 
WINTR: 





Proponents of Tobacco Tax for UC/CSU 
Scholarships May Not Just Be B... 


Saturday, December 22, 2012 


Yesterday (although blogger now shows it 
as today and later than this posting for 
reasons unknown), we noted an initiative 
had been filed that would tax tobacco to 
provide scholarship aid for UC and CSU 
students. We noted in particular that the 
initiative was professionally drafted, unlike 
many that are filed and, so, might have 
serious backers that could really fund a 
Campaign. 





The San Francisco Chronicle picks up the story today and notes the Lt. Governor 
Newsom seems linked to the initiative. The initiative's spokesperson is someone named 
in an earlier item in the Chronicle as a key aide to California Senate president Steinberg. 


Bottom line: This effort could be for real. The Chronicle story is at: 
http://www.sfgate.com/default/article/California-smokers-may-get-hit-with-new-tax- 
4139921.php 


Jason Kinney, the spokesperson, was identified in an August story as "Steinberg's chief 
political consultant." 
http://www.sfgate.com/default/article/Democrats-fight-over-tax-ballot-measures- 
3797312.php 
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The earliest this initiative could be on the ballot would 
be Nov. 2014 unless some kind of legislative action 
changed the existing procedure. But at that time, if 
passed, students might well say: 


CIGARETTES 


Tobacco Tax for UC/CSU Student Aid Initiative 
Filed 


saturday, December 22, 2012 


Note: We posted this story yesterday 
although blogger now shows it as today for 
reasons unknown. 


An initiative has been filed that would raise 
tobacco taxes to fund student aid at UC 
and CSU. The usual caveats apply. It takes 
$1-$2 million to pay signature gathering 
firms to get such a petition on the ballot (as 
opposed to $200 to file it). A tobacco tax 
initiative brings out big money opposition 
from tobacco companies. Recall the tobacco tax that failed last June. So a sponsor - if 
serious - would have to have deep pockets to carry out an effective campaign to enact 
the initiative if it got on the ballot. 





All yours truly can say about this one is that it is professionally drafted - many initiatives 
that are filed are not - by a law firm that specializes in election matters and has 
represented various unions, the Democratic Party, and even UC. At least, that is what it 
says on the firm's website: http://www.rjp.com/index.cfm/clients/. 


The initiative itself is at: http://ag.ca.gov/cms_attachments/initiatives/pdfs/i1066_12- 
0018 _ %28tax_to_fund_higher_education%29.pdf 


At some point, we will find out if there is serious money behind this initiative. In the 
meantime: 
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In case you missed it.. 
Sunday, December 23, 2012 





You can find the full story at: 


An interesting story appeared in yesterday's LA 
Times by columnist Sandy Banks about UCLA 
adjunct law professor Anthony Tolbert who 
turned his house over to needy strangers and 
moved in with his mother to make room. 





When Tony Tolbert turned 50 last year, he 
marked the occasion by moving in with his 
mother. The decision wasn't about money. He's 
a Harvard-educated attorney, on the staff of 
UCLA's law school. And it wasn't because his 
mother wanted or needed him home. It was 
Tolbert's response to the sort of midlife milestone 
that prompts us to take stock. Instead of buying 
a sports car, he decided to turn his home — rent 
free — over to strangers... 


http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-banks-house-20121222,0,6596236,full.column 


Good News Story Abo 


ut the Med Center at 


UCLA; Not So Good at UC-Davis 


Sunday, December 23, 2012 





The web brings Good News about the 
UCLA med center in the form of a new 
transplant procedure: 
http://www.smmirror.com/articles/Health/UC 
LA-Performs-First-Breathing-Lung- 
Transplant-In-United-States/36374 

On the other hand, our friends at UC-Davis 
are getting anything but good news from 
the feds in a story that might make some 
folks there nostalgic for the days when all 
they had to worry about was pepper 
S p r a y i n g : 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/12/23/507262 
5/evaluation-of-uc-davis-medical.html 
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UCLA Undergrad Philanthropy Course 
Monday, December 24, 2012 


The LA Times today carries a story about a fall quarter 
undergraduate philanthropy course in which $100,000 
was distributed to various local charitable groups by 
students who research such groups. The course was 
taught by Dean Judi Smith. 


Back in May, the Daily Bruin carried a story about the 
course which was then being announced. 


You can find the original story at: 
http://www.dailybruin.com/index.php/article/2012/05/new 
_ucla_course_offers_third_and_fourthyears_chance_to_d 
onate_100000_to_local_nonprofits The LA Times’ story 
about the outcome of the course is at 
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-ucla- 
philanthropy-20121224 ,0,5878820.story UCLA put out 
two media releases about the course outcome earlier this month but apparently the LA 
Times reserved it as a holiday story. See http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/a-class- 
above-ucla-students-distribute-241/700.aspxand 
http://newsroom.ucla.edu/portal/ucla/learning-to-give-students-in-unique-241059.aspx 








How Ironclad is the Pension Guarantee? 
Tuesday, December 25, 2012 


Famous clash of Civil War ironclads There 
is a risk in even blogging about this topic 
that someone will start worrying that his/her 
pension check next month won't arrive. So 
the usual caveats are in order. 1) There is 
enough money in the UC pension today so 
that if no one contributed (and in fact 
contributions are being made and ramping 
up), 2) and investment returns were zero 
over the long term (very unlikely), the fund 





THE GREAT FIGHT ser WEEN TAR MERON Mg a ez | ould not run out of money for many, many 

~~ years. And even at that point, there could 

be pay-as-you-go funding. In addition, the Regents' 2010 plan for a lower tier affects 
pensions only for new hires. 





Nonetheless, the issue of cutting existing pension obligations keeps being raised, 
particularly by those who don't like public pensions. Most recently, there has a been a 
legal battle over the bankruptcy filing of the City of San Bernardino regarding its pension 
obligations to CalPERS. When it filed for bankruptcy, that city stopped making its 
payments to CalPERS (which doesn't mean that CalPERS stopped paying pensions to 
those who earned them in that city). The city said it was short of cash. CalPERS 
threatened to sue, threats that it made (successfully) to other bankrupt cities. Initially, all 
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of this was reported by the media as a loosening of the public pension guarantee. But 
that is not accurate, as a recent article in calpensions.com points out. The federal 
bankruptcy judge asked CalPERS not to sue - but did not forbid it. So far CalPERS has 
not sued. But the bankruptcy judge has also said that unlike other creditors, CalPERS is 
not among those who would have to negotiate for a reduction in what they are ultimately 
paid on their debts. It appears that CalPERS will have to be made whole. The outcome of 
the San Bernardino filing for bankruptcy is not clear. (There are even some questions 
about whether the city met the full requirements for such a filing.) But so far, the idea of 
an ironclad pension obligation seems to have been reinforced rather than eroded. 


Again, this situation is very unlike that of UC. UC is not filing for bankruptcy. You will get 
your pension. The concern for UC is that past underfunding is now encroaching on the 
current and future budget of the system. As we have repeatedly emphasized, the pension 
is a young folks issue, not an old folks issue, because of the budget impact. 


The calpensons.com article is at: 
http://calpensions.com/2012/12/24/san-bernardino-may-have-to-pay-full-pension-tab/ 


More on State Budget Leaks 
Wednesday, December 26, 2012 


As a previous post noted, this is the 
season in which there are leaks about the 
governor's upcoming budget proposal for 
2013-14 which will be presented officially in 
early January. Given the timing, the budget 
is already prepared, or 99% prepared. 


So far, there has been no leak about higher 
ed. However, there is an item today in the 
Sacramento Bee about K-12 (a much larger 
chunk of the state budget) that suggests 
the governor will propose revamping the K-12 allocation formulas to give more assistance 
to disadvantaged children and districts with concentrations of such children. He pushed 
for changes in that direction last year so this goal appears to be one in which the 
governor has a special interest. 





That fact suggests that UC would be well advised to emphasize in its PR and 
communications with the governor such things as the proportion of first generation 
college students, transfer programs with community colleges, and any projects that 
involve working with school districts to improve outcomes of the disadvantaged. 


The Sacramento Bee article is at: 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/12/26/507601 1/jerry-brown-pushes-new-funding.html 


Somewhat related is another article in the Bee dealing with the issues facing assembly 
speaker John Perez. We noted in an earlier post that an initiative has been filed to raise 
tobacco taxes for UC and CSU scholarships. It appeared to have some serious backers, 
unlike many initiatives that are filed but go nowhere. The Bee article notes at the end that 
"middle class college scholarships" are a priority of the speaker. You can read it at: 
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/12/26/5075997/californians-to-watch-john-a-perez.html 
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And talking about college, if you ever wondered precisely how the Electoral College 
worked, here is how it operates, at least in California, in conveniently short excerpts. (The 
actual full session ran an hour and a quarter.) 


No Dell 


Thursday, December 27, 2012 


There are not a lot of deli options near 
UCLA. If you go down Westwood Blvd., 
however, toward Pico, you come to 
Junior's. According to the LA Times, 
however, Junior's is going to close by the 
end of the year - which doesn't give it much 
time to do so. 


According to the LA Times' story, the rent 
was upped and business is down, resulting 
in the closure. 





Junior's Deli, a 53-year-old Westside 
Staple, will close at the end of the year, narrowing the ranks of Jewish delis in Southern 
California. Employees, some of them multi-decade veterans of the business, learned 
Wednesday of the comfort food haven’s impending shutdown, a casualty of a rent dispute 
over the 11,000-square-foot space... 


Full story at http://www.latimes.com/business/money/la-fi-mo-juniors-deli- 
20121226,0,6995139.story 


UCLA History: Old Tunnel (and maybe a new 
tunnel in the future?) 


Thursday, December 27, 2012 


Above is a phote of the opening in 1930 of 
the Sepulveda tunnel north of UCLA. A 
story in the LA Daily News describes grand 
plans, nowhere near fruition, for such 
options as a new tunnel under the pass, a 
rapid busway, or a rail system. Of course, 
while construction on such options 
occurred, there would be gridlock of the 
type we currently have with the 405 
widening. The story can be found at: 
http://www.dailynews.com/news/ci_222652 
23/tunnel-beneath-sepulveda-pass-or- 
widen-405-freeway 
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High at UCLA in 1963 
Friday, December 28, 2012 


In an interview on NPR's "Fresh Air" program 
with Terry Gross, Dr. Oliver Sacks notes that he 
started experimenting with drugs that can induce 
hallucinations while doing his residency at UCLA: 


...GROSS: What was the first time you tried a 
drug that induced perceptual distortions? 


SACKS: I think it was in 1963, and I was in Los 
Angeles, at UCLA, doing a residency in 
neurology, but | was also much on the beach, on 
Venice Beach and Muscle Beach. And there, 
there was quite a drug culture, as there was also 
in Topanga Canyon, where I lived. And one day, 
someone offered me some pot. And I took two 
puffs from it, and I'd been looking at my hand for 
some reason, and the hand seemed to retreat from 
me but at the same time getting larger and larger 
until it became a sort of cosmic hand across the 
universe. And I found that astounding... 





Full transcript - scroll down when you click on the 
lin k - i S a t 
http://m.npr.org/news/Arts+%26+Life/164360724 


You can hear the broadcast at 
http://www.npr.org/2012/11/06/164360724/0liver- 
sacks-exploring-how-hallucinations-happen [UCLA 
reference is around 6:20 minute point] 


The taking of drugs was definitely in the air in the 
early 1960s. We don't know if when he appeared at 
UCLA in 1960, Tom Lehrer (see below) sang his 
well known song, "The Old Dope Peddler." But it is possible. 





We might as well join the fiscal cliff discussion 
with this cheery ... 


Friday, December 28, 2012 


... The University of California system estimates it would lose $335 million in federal 
research funding this fiscal year, according to Christopher Harrington, spokesman for 
UC's Washington, D.C., office. That represents roughly 8 to 9 percent of UC's research 
portfolio from such agencies as the National Institutes of Health, National Science 
Foundation, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Department of Energy... 
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And on the state budget: 

... Jerry Nickelsburg, senior economist with 
the UCLA Anderson Forecast, said he 
believes the U.S. would experience a "mild 
recession" absent a fiscal cliff deal, largely 
because of lower consumption. He also 
warned that reduced profits in 2013 could 
mean less tax revenue than Brown expects 
from his voter-approved tax hike on wealthy 
earners... 


The full article is at: 
http://www.sacbee.com/201 2/12/28/507941 
5/fiscal-cliff-stumble-could-doom.html 


Who did in the deli? 
saturday, December 29, 2012 


As a recent post noted, one of the few deli 
options near UCLA - Junior's on Westwood 
Blvd. near Pico - as about to close. The 
Original story indicated that the closure was 
due to a rent hike. But apparently the 
landlord doesn't want to be the villain and 
says the true culprits are the owners of 
Junior's who inherited the business and are 
not operating it effectively. In any event, no 
one is saying it isn't closing. All we can do 
is look on with a rye sense of humor. 





Updated story is at http://centurycity.patch.com/articles/landlord-blames-owners-for- 
impending-closure-of-junior-s-deli?ncid=newsltuspatcO0000001 


UC Recent History: Appalled at the Fed 
Sunday, December 30, 2012 


Lots of news stories are appearing at this time of the year summing up events of 2012. 

John Myers, who writes a Capitol Connection blog for a Bay Area TV station, including 
various photos of such events. From the presidential campaign, he included a picture of 
Ron Paul speaking at UC-Berkeley on April 5, 2012 and leading audience chants of "End 
the Fed." 


So maybe the image of UC-Berkeley as exclusively leftist needs some qualification if 
Paul could have a successful rally there. Or maybe the photo and event just reflect the 
fact that there are those on the left and on the right who are suspicious of central banking 
and the Federal Reserve. 
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In any case, the photo comes from: 
http://www.news10.net/news/california/article/223072/ 
430/California-politics-2012-social-media-style 





some Closing Thoughts for 2012 
Monday, December 31, 2012 


U of Chicago Economics Professor Steven 
Levitt, co-author of the Freakonomics books, 
radio programs, blog, etc., made some 
interesting comments about business and 
MBA education in the context of a larger 
discussion of confirmation bias. Basically, he 
says that willingness to admit ignorance and 
non-expertise is not part of the business 
culture and that MBAs learn confidently to 
provide answers to questions for which they 
don't know the answers. Admitting you don't 
Know is unacceptable. You can hear his 
comments at the link below. 





One suspects that the problem is not just one 
of business but of management of all types of 
organizations. Could it possibly be a characteristic of university management, for 
example? We have noted that the Regents confidently approve vast sums for UC capital 
construction relying on reassuring statements by campus management officials that they 
have foolproof business plans illustrated by spreadsheets and pretty PowerPoint charts. 
The Regents are so confident that they have the expertise to evaluate such plans on their 
own that they feel no need for outside opinions or even follow-up mechanisms to see if 
what was promised was actually delivered. One thinks about the grand hotel project at 
UCLA, for example, but the problem extends more widely to other projects and 
campuses. Might the situation change in 2013? | can confidently say that | don't know for 
sure but that | am a natural pessimist about such matters. 


One might also question Levitt's assertion that that unlike those business types and 
MBAs, academics always start from the position that they don't know the answer. Happy 
New Year! 
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Levitt's comments can be heard below: 
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